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Nurse’s  killers  'should  be  beheaded’ 


ByRoger  Maynard, 
Shirley  English 

AND  STTiPHENFARRELL 

THE  brother  of  an  Australian 
nurse  murdered  in  Saudi  Arabia 
called'  yesterday  for  two  British 
nurses  charged  with  the  crime  lobe 
publicly  beheaded  if  found  ginby. 

Yvonne  Gilford 'sbrother,  Frank. 
said:.1 “Whoever  did  this  did  not  give 
clemency  to  my  sister  and  I  (fair 
think  1  would  offer  clemency, J 
bearing  in  mind  the  way  my  sister 
was  murdered." 

His  uncompromising  callcame 
as  one  of  me  Britons.  Lucille 
McLauchlan.  31,  protested  her 
innocence  through Tier  family  after 


Briton  pleads  innocence  as  victim’s  brother  says  No  to  clemency 


.  speaking  to  them  by  telephone 
from  prison  in  Dhahran. 

Miss  McLaucfalab.  from  Dun¬ 
dee.  is  being  hdd  with  Deborah 
Pany,  41,  after  their  arrest  on 
Friday  last  week.  Both  worked  at 
the-  lung  Fbhd  MUitaiy  Medical 
Complex  in  Dhahran,  where  Miss 
Gifford,  55.  a  senior  theatre  nurse, 
was  found  dead  in  her  room  on 
December  II.  She  is  reported  to 
have  been  stabbed  four  times,  hit 
■with  a  hammer  and smothered. 

Miss  Mclauchlan’S  family  said 


She  had  told  them  they  were  being 
well  treated  and  had  been  able  to 
collect  their  belongings.  She 
claimed,  however,  that  Miss  Parry 
had  sighed  a  confession  after  being 
told  she  could  not  speak  to  her 
fondly  unless  she  did  so. 

Miss  McLauchlan^  father,  Stan¬ 
ley,  said  yesterday  that  the  family 
was  in  shock  after  learning  of  her 
arrest  in  a  telephone  call  from  the 
Foreign  Office  on  Saturday.  He  has 
spoken  with  his  daughter  twice,  in 
a  conversation  arranged  through 


the  Saudi  authorities  on  Sunday 
and  during  a  jad  visit  by  Lawson 
Ross,  the  British  consul,  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve. 

Standing  beside  his  wife,  Ann, 
he  said:  “We  were  totally  stunned 
and  obviously  the  family  is  still 
very  shocked.  Anyone  who  knows 
Lucy  will  know  that  she  is  incapa¬ 
ble  of  the  charges  that  have  been 
made  against  her.  Our  first  priority 
now  is  to  ensure  that  she  has  die 
best  possible  legal  representation 
in  Saudi” 


Although  the  two  Britons  would 
be  expected  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  lawyer,  under  Islamic  law  such 
a  representative  would  not  have  the 
right  to  take  a  formal  part  in  any 
trial. 

Miss  Laugh! an ‘s  brother.  John, 
said:  “She  said  the  case  had 
nothing  to  do  with  her  and  all  she 
wanted  to  do  was  tell  us  she  was 
OK  and  not  to  worry." 

Miss  Gilford,  described  as  "one 
of  the  last  of  the  Florence  Nightin¬ 
gales”.  moved  to  Saudi  Arabia  after 


25  years  in  South  Africa  because 
she  believed  it  was  safer.  Her 
family  is  still  waiting  for  her  body 
to  be  returned  for  burial.  The 
Australian  Department  of  Foreign 
Affairs  is  also  awaiting  the  reports 
from  the  post-mortem  examination 
about  die  nature  of  Miss  Gilford'S 
injuries. 

Under  Saudi  Arabia’s  Islamic 
law,  murderers  face  execution, 
although  no  European  has  been 
given  the  death  penalty.  Clemency 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  victim's 


family,  who  can  appeal  to  the 
sentencing  court  for  mercy. 

Mr  Gilford,  speaking  at  home  in 
Jamestown,  South  Australia,  made 
it  dear,  however,  that  he  would 
make  no  such  appeal.  He  claimed 
there  was  strong  evidence  against 
the  two  Britons:  "I  believe  there  is  a 
security  video  of  the  girls  using 
Yvonne’s  credit  cards  and  to  me 
that's  pretty  conclusive  evidence,  as 
they  must  have  got  the  cards  before 
her  room  was  sealed  off. 

“If  you  do  something  wrong  in  a 
foreign  country  you  have  to  abide 
by  the  rules  and  punishments  of 
that  nation,”  he  said. 
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By  Ruih  Gledhhx,  religion  correspondent,  and  Jill  Sherman 


THE  Archbishop  of  York,  Dr 
David  Hope,  gave  a  warning 
yesterday  of  the  dangers  of 
turning  to  “feel-good”  spiritu¬ 
alities  such  as  astrology  and 
Tarot  cards  after  a  year  haunt¬ 
ed  by  Dunblane  and  the. 
murder  of  Ph  ilip  Lawrence. 

The  Archbishop  of  Qmter- ' 
bury.  Dr  George.  Carey,  also  . 
referred  to  the  tragedies,  say-' 
mg  that  society  had  come 
adrift  from  its  moral  and* 
historical  roots.  He  urged 
people  to  face  up  to  their 
spiritual  as  wd3  as  material- 
needs. 

And  the  Queen,  in  her 
Christinas  message,  empha¬ 
sised  the  need  to  took  forward 
with  fruth.  In  an  implicit 
reference  to  the  Dunblane 
shooting,  in  which  16  children 
and  their  teacher  died,  die 
said:  “At  times  of  tragedy  it  is 
tempting  to  lode  back  and  say 
*if  onty’-  But  to  look  back  in 
that  way  is  to  lock  down  a 
blind  alley.  Better  look  for¬ 
ward  and  say  *if  only*. 

“ff  arity  we  can  live  up  to  the 
example  of  the  chOd  who  was 
bom  to  Christmas  with  a  love 
that  came  to  embrace  foe 
whole  world.  Kontywecan  let 
Him  recapture  for  us  that  time 
when  we  faced  the  future  with 
chDdhood'S  unbounded  faith." 

Preaching  at  York  Minster, 
Dr  Hope  said  thar  in  tins  age 

of  sgmtiial  hunger  there  was  a 
dearth  of  concrete  values  for 
people  to  hold  an  to.  It  could 
be  seen  in  "foe  market  place  of ' 
contemporary  spiritualities  — 
the  astrologers,  the  Tarot  card 
readers,  the  psalmists,  the 
new  agars  and  so  on  —  and 
with  that  the  search  for  self 
and  foe  quest  for  God. 

“Spirituality  can  siinriy  be- 
cooae  a  search  for  the  ahema-: 
tree  feelgood  factor  or  an 
escape  into  a  purely  personal 


-pietism  wholly  directed  to¬ 
wards  one’s  own  sdf-fulfil- 
ment  arid  based  largely  on 
feefing'and  emotion.  Dark¬ 
ness  and  eyil  are  never  very 
far  from  us.  nor  is  foe  darker 
side  of  our  human  nature." 

However;  there,  were  signs 
of  hope.  “Even  in  some  of  foe 
tragedies  of  this  past  12 
months  or.  so.  hope  for  foe 
future  has  emerged.  The  quiet 
dignity  of  Mis  Lawrence  or 
foe  compdlmg  fortitude  of  the 
Dunblane  parents  have  per¬ 
haps  been  the  most  telling  and 
persuasive  evidences  of  hu¬ 
man  virtue  and  worth.  They 
are  not  alone.” 

In  his  Canterbury  Cath¬ 
edral  sermon.  Dr  Carey  said: 
“In  our  society,  that  feels  at 
times  so  adrift  from  its  moral, 
historical  and  institutional 
roots,  I  detect  an  increasing 
d  esire  in  people  to  find  a 
spiritual  home.  We  have  seen 
it  expressed  tills  year  in  the 
response  to  foe  kiliings  at 
Dunblane  and  to  the  murder 
of  Ftiilip  Lawrence: 

"It  bra  been  there,  too.  in  the 
debates  an  morality  and  foe 
call  for  our  miLennhxra  cele¬ 
brations  to  be  something 


r  concrete  values” 


much  more  than  a  trade  fair 
or  a  street  party.” 

He  urged  his  congregation 
to  embark  on  a  "spiritual 
journey  towards  God”  to  find 
fulfilment.  He  also  called  for 
the  church  and  society  to  do 
more  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
poor  and  homeless. 

“As  we*  go  to  our  homes 
today, we  should  not  forget  foe 
needs  of  the  homeless  we  see 
around  us,  whether  in  Canter- 
buryor  London  or  other  major 
dries.  Surely  one  of  the  most 
distressing  and  damning 
sights  of  foe  late  20th  century 
is  the  number  of  people  sleep¬ 
ing  rough  in  doorways  or 
under  cardboard  boxes.” 

Cardinal  Basil  Hume,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Westminster,  em¬ 
phasised  the  importance  of 
living  a  life  of  faith,  urging 
worshippers  not  to  squeeze 
God  out  of  their  daily  lives. 

In  his  homily  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  Cathedral,  he  said:  "Re¬ 
member,  too,  that  crowd  of 
martyrs,  men  and  women, 
many  in  our  own  day,  who 
died  because  they  believed.  Be 
proud  to  be  of  their  number, 
explorers  .of  the  truth  like 
doctors  of  foe  church,  witness¬ 
es  to our  faith  like  the  martyrs. 

“Tbugh  in  mind  and  spirit, 
we  shad  have  no  part  in 
squeezing  him  out  of  our 
culture  and  our  daily  lives.  Let 
oar  voices  be  heard,  God 
became  man  and  dwelt 
among  us.  That  is  our  faith.” 

The  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  the 
Right  Rev  Robert  Hardy,  who 
boycotted  his 'cathedral  in  pro¬ 
test;  at  ongoing .  difficulties 
there,  preached  at  two  country 
churches  without  their  own 
vicars.  He  spoke  out  against 
consumerism-  - 

Papal  message,  page  13 
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Prince  William  receiving  roses  from  an  admirer  after  the  Christmas  service  at  Sandringham  yesterday 


‘Human 
bomb’ 
kills  two 
in  church 

By  Roger  Boyes 

TWO  sisters  were  killed  and 
many  other  people  left  serious¬ 
ly  injured  after  a  woman  blew 
herself  up  in  a  small  German 
church  crowded  with  worship¬ 
pers  on  Christmas  Eve. 

Minutes  after  the  church 
bells  stopped  pealing  for  the 
midnight  service  in  the  Prot¬ 
estant  Church  in  Sindlingen, 
on  the  fringes  of  Frankfurt’s 
financial  centre,  the  woman, 
jn  her  thirties  but  not  yet 
identified,  detonated  grenades 
strapped  to  her  body. 

The  two  sisters,  aged  59  and 
61,  were  sitting  dose  to  her. 
Ten  other  people  were  kept  in 
hospital  and  some,  including  a 
12-year-old  girl,  were  said  to 
be  in  a  serious  condition. 
There  were  about  70  people  at 
the  service. 

“Christmas  Eve  —  it’s  sim¬ 
ply  inconceivable,”  said 
Manfred  Feist,  a  spokesman 
for  Frankfurt  police.  Religious 
and  political  motives  were 
thought  unlikely. 

"The  evidence  indicates  that 
she  was  distressed  and  want¬ 
ed  to  kill  herself  in  a  spectacu¬ 
lar  action,"  said  Herr  Feist. 

Suicide  due.  page  15 


Red  roses  for  shy  Prince 


AN  ADMIRER  of  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam  presented  him  with  a 
Christmas  gift  of  red  roses  at 
Sandringham  yesterday. 

The  Prince,  aged  14.  looked 
embarrassed  but  smiled  when 
the  blonde  girl  thrust  forward 
the  bouquet  as  he  greeted  well- 
wishers  after  foe  Royal  Fam¬ 
ily’s  traditional  church 
service. 

The  Dowers  were  among 
several  gifts  which  the  Prince 
accepted  during  his  walk  back 
to  Sandringham  House  from 
St  Maty  Magdalene  Church 
with  the  Queen,  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh,  the  Prince  of 


By  Carol  Midgley 

Wales  and  other  members  of 
the  Royal  Family. 

Yesterday  about  1,000 
people  turned  out  to  greet  the 
17-member  royal  party  on  the 
outing  compared  to  about 
4X100  last  year.  The  Queen, 
surrounded  by  her  six  grand¬ 
children,  looked  relaxed  and 
happy  as  she  accepted 
presents  from  the  crowd. 

Wearing  a  tangerine-col¬ 
oured  coat  with  matching  hat,' 
she  drove  to  church  in  the 
royal  Daimler,  accompanied 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  the  Queen 
Mother,  who  wore  purple,  and 
Princess  Margaret,  who  chose 


a  red  cape  and  white  hat  The 
rest  of  the  party  was  led  by  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  and  the 
Princess  Royal,  who  walked 
from  Sandringham  House  to 
foe  church  on  the  Queen’S 
Norfolk  estate. 

Princesses  Beatrice  and  Eu¬ 
genie  delighted  the  crowd  m 
matching  blue  velvet  muffs 
and  berets.  Their  mother,  the 
Duchess  of  York,  remained 
behind  at  Wood  Farm. 
Wolferton.  near  Sandringham 
House,  where  she  is  spending 
Christmas. 

Princess  on  cover,  page  3 
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Brief  white  Christmas  is 
cold  comfort  for  punters 


Bank  chief  expects 
early  rates  rise 


BOOKMAKERS  face  a 
payout  of  at  least  six  figures 
Today  after  a  light  dusting  erf 
1  snow  gave  some  parts  of  the 
country  their  first  white 
Christmas  for  more  than  20. 
years. 

Sprinklings  of  snow  in 
Tbe  Times  on  foe  Interact  Umdo^  Norwich.  Mandwsj 
Lttn:/ /wwwJhc-times-eojik  ter  atxl  Newcastle  appeared 

winnings. 

Graham  Sharpe,  a  Spokes¬ 
man  for  William  Hfl£  said 
bets  an  snow  falfingr  during 
the  24  hours  to  midnight  last 
night  had  been  placed  for 
Glasgow,  Birmingham,  Bris¬ 
tol,  Leeds.  Newquay,  ,  South¬ 
ampton  and  Nottin  gham  as 


.  By  Robin  Young 

wefl  as  the  four  centres  where 
snow  fell  early  yesterday. 

“The  weather  centres  in  the 
main  rifies  trill  contact  us  cat 
Boxing  Day  to  let  us  know 
officially  what  has  happened 
in  cadi  of  them,”  he  said. 

■  The  wait  proved  particular¬ 
ly  tense  for  two  punters  in 
Cannock,  Staffordshire,  who 
wagered  E3500tm  snow  fac¬ 
ing  in  four  cities.  Their  choice 
of  Newcastle,  at  odds  of  two  to 
one.  ensured  a  £7.000 win,  but 
they were  waiting  yesterday  to 
learn  whether  Birmingham. 
Glasgow  and  Cardiff  might 
alsoobliee. 

The  biggest  winner  in  the 

capital  was  James  Sexton,  a 


public  relations  consultant, 
who  gave  1300  clients  Christ¬ 
mas  presents  of  a  El  bet  each 
091  snow  Ming  in  London. 
They  won  when  it  snowed  for 
almost  30  minutes  up  to 
5.15am  yesterday,  including 
on  the  London  Weather 
Centre.  Most  had  melted  by 
dawn. 

Simon  Clare,  a  spokesman 
for  Ladbroke’S,  said  it  was  the 
first  time  his  company  had 
paid  out  in  London  since  1976. 
Mr  Sharpe  said  William  Hill 


officially  acknowledged  white 
Christmas  since  1970. 

Forecast  page  22 


INTEREST  rates  will  have  to 
increase  early  next  year  to 
counter  inflation,  according  to 
Eddie  George,  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England. 

He  aha  spoke  of  his  worries 
about  the  single  European 
currency,  saying  that  conflict 
among  member  states  over 
interest  rates  could  cause  ten¬ 
sions  which  would  weaken  the 
euro. 

In  an  interview  with  Le 
Figaro,  Mr  George  said  that 
foe  British  economy  was 
showing  solid  growth,  with 
unemployment  Ming  and  in¬ 
flation  at  its  lowest  for  a 
generation.  "But  we  are  also 
witnessing  a  recovery  of  ex¬ 
pansion  owing  to  consump¬ 
tion  as  is  shown  by  strong 
support  for  the  money  supply. 


In  order  to  contain  this 
growth.  It  will  be  necessary, 
sooner  or  later,  to  increase 
interest  rates." 

The  basic  rate  for  bank 
borrowing  was  raised  by  a 
quarter  point  to  6  per  cent  on 
October  30  as  the  Bank  and 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor,  sought  to  slow  down  the 
economy  to  keep  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  target  for  an  inflation 
rate  of  25  per  cent 

Last  month,  the  Bank’s 
quarterly  inflation  report 
gave  warning  that  further 
rises  would  be  necessary,  but 
Mr  Clarke’S  tight  Budget 
staved  off  rises  before  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  Gty  and  the  Confed¬ 
eration  of  British  Industry 
both  agree  rates  must  rise 
before  foe  election. 
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Complaints  body  calls  for  changes  in  the  law  to  end  public  suspicion 


Register  police  Masons,  says  watchdog 


By  Richard  Ford 
home  correspondent 


POLICE  officers  should  be 
compelled  to  reveal  if  they  are 
Freemasons  to  remove  public 
suspicions  about  Masonic  in¬ 
fluence  within  the  service,  a 
complaints  watchdog  recom¬ 
mends  today. 

The  proposal  to  require 
officers  to  register  their  mem- 
bership  of  die  Masons  and 
similar  organisations  by  law 
is  likely  to  meet  strong  opposi¬ 
tion  from  organisations  repre¬ 
senting  rank-and-file  officers. 
But  the  Police  Complaints 
Authority  says  that  a  public 
register  is  needed  to  stop  the 
public  thinking  that  officers 


who  are  Masons  might  put 
their  loyalty  to  the  brother¬ 
hood  before  their  dudes. 

Until  a  statutory  system  is 
set  up,  officers  should  declare 
their  membership  of  the  Free¬ 
masons  and  similar  organis¬ 
ation  in  an  entry  on  their 
personal  files,  says  the 
Authority’s  submission  to  the 
Home  Affairs  select  committee 
inquiry  into  Freemasonry  in 
the  polioe  and  judiciary.  “Al¬ 
though  some  would  dearly 
refuse,  such  an  initiative 
would  at  least  start  to  disman¬ 
tle  the  present  culture  of 
secrecy." 

The  Authority  is  backing  the 
Association  of  Chief  Police 
Officers,  which  has  urged  the 


Home  Secretary  to  introduce 
legislation  for  a  compulsory 
register  of  polioe  interests.  It 
would  make  officers  disdose 
membership  of  any  organis¬ 
ation  whose  artides  of  associ¬ 
ation  demanded  a  bond  of 
loyalty  from  their  members. 

The  PCA  says  that  there  is  a 
perception  among  many 
members  of  the  public  that 
Masons  who  are  police  offi¬ 
cers  might  be  tempted  to  put 
their  loyalty  to  their  Brethren 
before  their  official  duties. 

The  PCA  says  public  suspi¬ 
cion  is  shared  by  some  non- 
Masons  in  (he  police  who  had 
privately  expressed  their  con¬ 
cerns.  The  submission  says 
that  while  very  few  complaints 


allege  that  misconduct  has 
occurred  as  a  direct  result  of 
an  officer's  membership  of  the 
Freemasons,  there  were  rather 
more  cases  involving  suspi¬ 
cion  of  Masonic  influence. 

It  highlights  a  number  of 
cases  involving  Freemasonry 
including  one  where  an  offi¬ 
cer’s  involvement  with  ‘  the 
organisation  appeared  to  raise 
serious  concern.  In  a  case 
involving  allegations  that  resi¬ 
dents  of  a  privately-run  resi¬ 
dential  care  home  had  been 
subject  to  serious  abuse,  it 
emerged  that  the  proprietor  of 
the  home  and  a  middle  rank¬ 
ing  officer  had  a  dose  relation¬ 
ship  and  were  members  of  the 
same  Lodge.  "Similar  sugges¬ 


tions  have  arisen  in  a  case 
involving  the  systematic  abuse 
of  children  in  a  local  authority 
home  and  in  another  involv¬ 
ing  allegations  of  corruption 
against  the  foroe’s  Criminal 
Investigation  Department. 

"Such  examples  give  the 
impression  to  the  general  pub¬ 
lic  that  membership  of  a 
Masonic  Lodge  may.  involve 
police  officers  in  unhealthy 
relationships  which  could  in¬ 
fluence  the  way  in  which  they 
cany  out  then-  duties,"  the 
submission  says. 

It  adds  that  though  anecdot¬ 
al  evidence  suggests  that  the 
influence  of  Freemasonry  in 
most  polioe  forces  has  declined 
over  recent  years,  there  were 


some  officers  who  believed 
that  their  careers  had  _been 
adversely  affected  by  their 
refusal  to  join  thcMasons. 

In  October  the  Association 
of  Chief  Police  Officers  called 
rai  officers  and  civilian  staff  to 
register  openly  thei  r  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Freemasons.  How¬ 
ever.  .  the  :Police 
Superintendents’  Association 
and  the  Ffotice  Federation  have 
serious  reservations.  - 

The  Commons  Home  Af¬ 
fairs  select  committee  held  die 
first  public  session  of  its 
inquiry  into  tire  Influence  of 

Freemasonry  in  the  police  and 

judiciary  last  week-  : 
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Inquiry 
urged  on 
training 
site  sales 


MARTM  BEDQALL 


By  Valerie  Elliott 
WHITEHALL  EDITOR 


THE  Comptroller  and  Audi¬ 
tor  General,  Sir  John  Bourn,  is 
being  asked  to  investigate  the 
alleged  loss  of  £21.5  million 
after  the  Government's  sale  of 
sites  formerly  used  as  skilled 
training  centres. 

Labour  has  referred  the 
matter  to  the  National  Audit 
Office  after  James  Paice.  an 
Education  and  Employment 
Minister,  disclosed  that  14 
sites  had  been  sold  for 
EI4.7  million,  despite  a  value 
of  £36.2  million  placed  on  the 
14  properties  by  the  NAO  in 
June  1991. 

The  sites  in  question  are  at 
Leicester,  East  Lancashire, 
Chelmsford.  Leeds.  Wake¬ 
field.  Edinburgh.  Southamp¬ 
ton.  Slough.  Reading,  Twick¬ 
enham,  Portsmouth,  St 
Helens,  Cardiff  and  Deptford, 
southeast  London. 

Same  of  the  sites  were 
acquired  by  Astra  Training 
Services  which  also  received 
£11  million  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  But  three  years  ago 
Astra  collapsed  with  debts  of 
over  EI5  million, 

Stephen  Byers,  Labour’s 
training  spokesman,  said: 
“The  sale  of  the  skills  training 
centres  has  been  a  sorry  saga. 
This  new  disclosure  that  the 
sites  have  been  sold  for  less 
than  half  their  value  is  a 
matter  of  great  concern  and 
requires  a  foil  investigation." 

He  added:  "Astra  went  into 
receivership  because  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  cuts  in  spending  on 
training.  This  latest  turn  of 
events  shows  how  misguided 
such  a  policy  was." 


THESE  two  mongrel  pop¬ 
pies  -  were  among  27  dogs 
rescued  by  the  Battersea 
Dogs  Home  over  Christmas, 
including -ten  yesterday  (Car¬ 
ol  Midgley  writes).  The  Ihrec- 
monthold  labrador  crosses, 
one  male  and  one  female, 
were  found  in  a  dustbin  on 
Christmas  Eve.  Steve  Lynn, 
head  of  kennels,  said:  "They 
were  pretty  cold  and  very 


Dogs  not  even  for  Christmas 


bungiy  when  they  were 
found,  but  they  arc  doing 
well  now.  They  had  been  very 
deliberately  placed  Inside  a 
box  inside  a  dustbin.  If  they 
had  stayed  there  longer  they 
could  have  been  picked  up  by 
refuse  collectors.  My  guess  is 


that  they  were  the  last  two 
puppies  out  of  a  litter  and  the 
owner  has  not  been  able  to 
find  homes  for  them  and 
pamdced.  However,  1  want  to 
stress  we  wffl  always  take  in 
puppies  for  people  who  can¬ 
not  keep  them."  The  other 


rescued  dogs  included  a 
mongrel  puppy  found  freez¬ 
ing  in  a  London  park  after 
being  abandoned,  and  sev¬ 
eral  more  picked  up  while 
wandering  the  streets.  By  law 
all  the  dogs  will  haw  to  be 
kept  for  seven  days  to  enable 


their  owners  to  collect  them 
before  new  homes  can  be 
allocated.  * 

□  A  cat  was  rescued  when  it 
became  stack  in  tee  on  a 
frozen' pond  in  Bridgwater, 
Somerset  yesterday.  Fire¬ 
fighters  freed  the  cat  fry 
breaking  up  the  ice  with 
pickaxe  handles.  It  was  said 
to  be  distressed  and  cold,  but 
otherwise  unharmed. 


Police  investigate  display  of  IRA 
rifle  in  exhibition  on  Troubles 


By  Nicholas  Watt,  chief  Ireland  correspondent 


A  MUSEUM  in  Londonderry 
is  being  investigated  by  police 
after  it  displayed  an  assault 
rifle  used  by  IRA  terrorists,  in 
an  exhibition  on  the  Troubles. 

Detectives  in  the  city  visited 
the  a  ward- winning  Tower 
Museum  this  week  after  it  ad¬ 
mitted  that  an  AK47  Kalash¬ 
nikov  which  forms  the  centre¬ 
piece  of  Ulster's  first  exhibi¬ 
tion  on  the  contemporary 
Troubles  once  belonged  to  the 
IRA.  The  RUC  confirmed  that 
it  had  opened  an  investigation. 

The  museum  Insisted  that 
the  decision  to  display  the  IRA 
rifle  had  been  cleared  with  the 
RUG  Brian  Lacey,  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  museum  services  in 
Londonderry,  said:  "It  is  an 
original  weapon  and  was  in 
use  by  republicans.  But  it  has 


been  decommissioned  and  has 
been  inspected  by  the  RUC. 
We  are  obliged  to  do  that." 

Mr  Lacey  would  not  say 
how  the  museum  had  secured 
the  weapon,  although  he  said 
thar  it  had  not  come  directly 
from  the  IRA.  He  added:  “We 
have  had  co-operation  from 
various  organisations.  We  ap¬ 
proached  official  and  other 
organisations  that  are  part  of 
the  conflict." 

In  the  exhibition,  the  assault 
rifle  is  held  by  a  dummy 
dressed  up  as  an  IRA  terrorist 
with  a  menacing  facepeering 
through  a  balaclava.  The  gun¬ 
man  is  one  of  four  dummies  m 
the  exhibition  which  are  de¬ 
signed  to  show  all  sides  of  the 
Troubles.  The  IRA  terrorist, 
who  is  described  by  the  muse¬ 


um  simply  as  an  “IRA  volun¬ 
teer",  stands  next  to  a  loyalist 
terrorist  dressed  in  the  uni¬ 
form  of  the  outlawed  Ulster 
Defence  Association,  who  is 
flanked  by  an  armed  soldier 
and  an  RUC  officer  holding  a 
gas  mask.  The  dummies  are 
secured  behind  glass  panel¬ 
ling  to  prevent  anyone  from 
seizing  the  weapons.  _ 

The  exhibition  at  the  Tower 
Museum,  which  was  made  the 
National  Heritage  IBM  Mu¬ 
seum  of  the  Year  in  1994,  also 
displays  debris  from  the  1972 
IRA  bombing  of  Londonder¬ 
ry's  Guildhall  and  milk  bottles 
used  as  petrol  bombs  during 
the  riots  in  the  city's  national¬ 
ist  Bogside  in  the  1970s. 

The  inclusion  of  a  real  ter¬ 
rorist  weapon  has  horrified  a 
leading  Conservative  MP  who 
has  also  condemned  the  muse¬ 


um  for  placing  IRA  and  loyal¬ 
ist  gunmen  on  a  par  with 
members  of  the  security 
forces.  Andrew  Hunter,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Toiy  backbench 
Northern  Ireland  committee, 
said:  This  exhibition  is  per¬ 
petuating  die  propaganda  of 
the  IRA.  It  conceals  the  fact 
that  the  IRA  is  a  minority 
within  a  minority  that  has 
murdered  and  maimed  almost 
without  apology.  It  is  sick  that 
anyone  in  authority  can  treat 
the  security  forces  on  the  same 
level  as  the  IRA  and  the 
UDA." 

The  museum  vigorously  de¬ 
fended  its  decision  to  display 
the  weapons.  Mr  Lacey  said: 
The  middle  classes  and  cul¬ 
tural  institutions  have  avoided 
talking  about  the  Troubles.  If 
we  don't  do  that  now,  how  can 
we  face  up  to  it?" 


The  display  in  the  Tower  Museum  exhibition 


Graves  desecrated 
in  Ulster  cemetery 


Eighteen  Catholic  graves  were  found  desecrated  m  a 
Northern  Irish  cemetery  yesterday.  The  graves  m  Redburn 
cemetjexy.  Hotywood.  Co  Down,  induduffi  foe  headstone ;  ot 
James  McCartin,  a  republican  killed  ty 
paramilitaries  in  1972;  were  covered  in  paint  and  graffiti. 
Locals  said  all  the  damaged  graves  were  Cathplicalthougn 
pofice-investigatirig  foe  attack  refused  to  confirm  trial. 

Police  said  they  were  investigating  the  attack  to  estamsh 
yphpthpr  thp  vandalism  was  pi  unipted  by  sectarianism,  ure 
council  cleaned  most  of  the  graves  yesterday. 


Paedophile  ring  arrests 


A-  senior  polioe  Officer  was  among  seven  men  arrested  by 
detectives  investigating  a  paedophile. ring  at  foe  counril-nm 
Aberdare  Leisure  Centre  In  Glamorgan,  it  emerged  fast 
-night.  The  officer,  a  married  father-ofctwo  in  his  early  50s 
based  at  Merthyr  Tydfil  has  been  freed  on  police  tell  and 
suspended  while  the  Police  Complaints  Authority  investi¬ 
gates.  Detectives  are  interviewing  two  beys  aged  14  and  15.  It 
is  alleged  that  the  elder  bay  worked  as  a  prostitute. 


Hunt  widens  for  mother 


Police  have  widened  their  search  for  a  woman  with  postnatal 
depression  who  went  missing  on  Friday.  Laura  Templeton. 
22,  of  KirkmwrhflL  South  Lanarkshire,  who  has  daughters 
aged  four  and  eight  months,  disappeared  after  apparently 
having  a  panic  attack.  She  is  5ft  2in,  slim  with  long  dark 
brown  hair,  green  eyes  and  a  pale  complexion.  She  was 
wearing  a  Hack  top.  cream  skirt  black  Jacket  black  tights 
and  black  ankle  boots. 


Faulty  wire  killed  girl 


A  girl  Who  was  electrocuted  as  she  switched  on  her  family's 
Christmas  tree  lights  on  Saturday  died  because  of  a  defective 
wire  in  foe  power  suppty.  Cara  Weafoerstone.  6.  died 
instantly  when  she  switched  on  a  table  lamp  into  which  foe 
lights  were  plugged  at  her  home  in  Hornsea,  east  Yorkshire. 
The  finding  follows  detailed  investigations  by  the  polioe. 
trading  standards  officers  and  officials  from  Yorkshire 
Electricity.  • 


Pupils  contract  meningitis 


More  than  300  schoolgirls  have  been  offered  meningitis 
vaccinations  after  two  sndh-fonn  students  contracted  the 
Illness.  Pupils  from  Maidstone  Grammar  School  for  Girls. 
Kent,  were  recalled  to  the  school  on  Christmas  Eve  for  an 
emergency  surgery,  and  helplines  were  set  up  for  parents.  So 
far  SO  per  cent  of  sixth-form  girls  have  been  contacted.  The 
two  Ifr-year-old  girls  found  to  be  suffering  from  meningitis 
were  recovering  in  hospital  yesterday. 


Ministers  oppose  EU  grant 


The  Government  is  to  resist  a  proposal  (Hat  the  European 

to  help  1 


Commission  spend  £-12  million  to  help  lawyers  and  judges 
improve  their  knowledge  of  EU  law.  The  Commission  plans 
a  three-year  programme  of  grants  to  institutions  that  offer  to 
promote  training  in  EU  law,  so  that  lawyers  have  foe 
knowledge  to  assert  citizens’  rights.  British  ministers  say  this 
would  be  unnecessary  as  the  profession  already  has  a  duty  to 
maintain  its  learning. 


Coastguard  undermanned 


The  coastguard  station  at  Stornoway  rai  Lewis  in  foe  Western 
Isles,  which  has  responsibility  for  foe  busy  Minch  shipping 
lanes,  was  below  the  basic  staffing  levels  on  58  days  in  foe 
year  up  to  August,  foe  chief  coastguard.  John  Astbury,  has 
admitted.  Mr  Astbury  has  assured  the  Western  Isles  MP, 
Calum  MacDonald,  that  the  staffing  was  being  reviewed.  Mr 
MacDonald  said  it  was  shocking  that  a  key  station  was  below 
approved  levels. 


Teenager  drowns  in  canal 


Police  yesterday  praised  the  bravery  of  a  man  who  jumped 
into  a  canal  in  an  attempt  to  save  his  drowning  friend. 
Richard  Harrison,  17,  fell  into  the  water  at  the  canai  lock  near 
a  public  house  in  his  home  town  of  Kinver,  Staffordshire,  as 
he  walked  with  friends  along  a  footbridge  on  Christinas  Eve. 
Mr  Harrison  was  dead  on  arrival  at  hospital  in  Dudley  in 
spite  of  attempts  by  foe  friend  and  a  police  officer  to 
resuscitate  him. 


Ulster  shop  sets  sales  record 


A  Northern  Ireland  store  set  foe  record  for  a  single  day’s 
trading  by  Marks  &  Spencer.  More  than  30,000  customers 
spen|  almost  El  mQUon  at  the  store  in  Sprucefield.  near 
bsbttro.  Co  Antrim,  on  Monday,  half  of.il  in  the  food  hall. 
The  amount  was  foe  highest  spent  an  food  in  any  Marks  & 
Spenper  store  across  the  world.  Andrew  Keating,  the 
manager,  said  customers  were  queueing  at  7  am  when  the 
store’ opened. 


Baby  wins  bet  for  parents 


An  81b  boy  bom  at  one  minute  past  midnight  is  believed  to 
have-teen  foe  first  baby  delivered  on  Christinas  Day.  Emma 
Darnels.  19,  had  been  due  to  give  birth  three  days  earlier  at 
the  Whittington  Hospital  in  north  London,  and  her  family 
™"1gin  putting  bets  on  her  delivering  a  Christmas  baby  as  the 
A  approached.  Ernie  Gibson,  22,  foe  child’s  father,  said: 
"We  may  call  him  something  Christmassy  fora  middle  name 
out  not  his  first.” 


The  John  Lewis  Clearance 


Its  like  a  sale,  only  better. 


STARTS  SATURDAY  AT  PETER  JONES  -  Sloan*  Sqoaro,  JOHN  LEWIS;  OXFORD  STREET.  BRENT  CROSS.  ABERDEEN.  CHEADLE. 
EDINBURGH.  HIGH  WYCOMBE.  STARTS  TUESDAY  AT  JOHN  LEWIS:  BRISTOL.  KINGSTON.  MILTON  KEYNES.  PETERBOROUGH.  WELWYN. 
BAIN8RIDGE-N*we*afl*,  BONDS -Norwich.  CALEYS  -  Windsor.  COLE  BROTHERS-Shalfiald.  HEELAS- Reading,  JES50P  &  SON  -  Nottingham. 
KNIGHT  4  LEE-Sonlluea.  GEORGE  HENRY  LEE  -  Liverpool.  TREWINS  -  Wolford.  ROBERT  SAYLE  -  Cambridge.  TYRRELL  &  GREEN  -  So.ihampton. 


At  John  Lewis  Department  Stores,  even  means  that  if  we  find  a  local  retailer  fiv-  ^  „  ., 

iree  across  a  wide  area.  And  whatever 

during  a  clearance,  it's  business  as  usual.  ■  offering  foe  same  goods  at  a  lower  price,  you  buy  vm,  *  • 

-  *  *  J?  ;wu  can  return  it  IF  you 

For  instance  our  pricing  policy,  summed  we  will  reduce  ours  according^  if  __  ___ .  . 

^  „  are  not  completely  satisfied.  The  John 

up  by  'Never  Knowingly  Undersold’,  their  goods  are  in  a  sale.  We  stiff  deliver  Lewis  Clearance  ft’s  bettor  than  a  sale. 


JOHN  LEWIS 

Department  Stores 
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'■■’-HI  meningitis 


Family  had  no  idea  that  former  Student  of  the  Year  had  been  dismissed  from  hospital 


•• 


By  Shirley  English  and  Stephen  Farrell 


WHEN  liudlle  McLauchlan 
Sew  out  to  Saudi  Arabia  !n 
August  to  take  up  a  wefl-paid 
job  at  the  Kiiig  Fihd'Hospitat 
hex  family  assumed  it  was' 
another  step  in  a  <^reeir  of 
uninterrupted  distiiictKm. 

The  31-year-oW  former.  Stu¬ 
dent.  Nurse  of  the.  Year  bad 
toki  them  chat  die  dosure  of 
her  department  at  King's 
Cross  Hospital*  Runtiee.  left 
hercareeroptjoaKjimfted,  and 
that  iL  was  time  for  a  change. 
They  had  ro  idea  of  me 
shadow  she  was  leaving  be¬ 
hind  or  the  troubles  ahead. 

Ms  MdLauchJanyAasin&ct 
dismissed  -freon  the  King's 
Crass  Hospital  in  May  for 
gross  misconduct,  although 
the  hospital  had  Indeed  dosed 
the  department  where  she 
worked.  The  allegations 
against  her  are  understood  to 
centre  an  the  theft  of  credit 
cards  from  patients  and  a 
report  is  betievedto  have  bem 
submitted  to  the  Procurator 
Fiscal’s  office.  A  spokesman 
for  Dundee  Teaching  Hospi¬ 
tals  issued  a  statement  that 
read:  “Lucille  McLauchlan 
was  dismissed  in  May  1996  by 
Dundee  Teaching  Hospitals 
for  gross  misconduct  follow¬ 
ing  a  police  investigation. 
Dundee  Teaching  Hospitals 
have  no  knowledge  of  any  link 
between  this  person  and  any  ■- 
events  in  Saudi  Arabia." 

Ms  McTaiirhfan  father 


Star^^aiprhKmjinccr 

Dundee.  insisted  thar.the  famr 

ing.  “My  daughter  has 
dedicated  her  life  to  nursing 
■and  to  the  care  of  dthersj.Sbe 
graduated  as  Student  Nurse  of 
-the  Year  and  has  woo  an 
award-  for  her  nursing  ahilt- 
ties,"  he  said  outside  the  home 
of  .  his  .  son  John,  whore,  the 
■  family  .  had  .  gathered../  for 
Christmas. 

,  John  Mclaudtlan.,  28,!  an 
rat-rig  worker,  also  of  Dundee, 
said:  "Chir  thoughts  today  are 
with  Lucy.  We  are  all  petrified. 
.My  parents  are  extremely 
upset,  they  are  going  through 
hdL  It  is  wpnymg  at  Dm;  best 
of  times,  ibis  is  the  first 
Christmas  she  has  ever  been 
away  and  for  this  to  happen  is 

unthinkable,  but  we  J  are;  a 
dose  family  and  that  should 
help.  We  are  relying. on  the 
Embassy.  My  sister's  lifeis'in 
their  hands.1" 

Stanley .  Mdf.audhhm  said 
he  was  mystified  by  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  his  daughter  had 
been  sacked  by  King's  Gross 
Hospital  “Lucy  left  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Health  Service  after  the 
unit  in  Which  she  worked  for 
four  years  was  dosed.  The 
nature  of  her  job  changed  and 
the  lade  of  career  opppztuiu- 
ties  led  her  inept  to  woirk  as  a 
nurse  overseas. 

“The  Saudi  job  came  highly 


recommended-  She  was  very 
excited  at  the  prospect  of  going 
over  and,  up  to  this  incident, 
had  tharoughly  enjqyed  the 
four  months  she  had  spent 
overthere.” 

Mr  McLauchlan  said  his 
sister  told  him  she  had  been 
arrested  along  with  Ms  Parry 
because  they  Doth  worked  an 
the  same  ward  as  die  mur¬ 
dered  nurse,  but  there  was  no 
evidence  linking  them  to  her 
murder.  He  said  the  family 
felt  sorry  for  the  relatives  of 
Yvonne  Gilford  but  he  truly 
believed  that  his  sister  was 
innocent 

“It  is  a  tragedy  and  I’m  tom 
between  bong  upset  and 
being  absolutely  petrified  that 
they  are  trying  to  pin  it  on  rny 
sister,"  Mr  McLauchlan  said. 

He  said  his  sister  had 
always  spoke  of  enjoying  her 
time  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  had 
planned  to  visit  in  the  new 
year.  “She  never  had  any 
problems  with  the  strict  re¬ 
gime.  She  always  covered  up 


when  she  went  out  and  never 
drank.  She  was  always  out 
cycling,  swimming  or  keeping 
fit.  She  was  really  looking 
forward  to  her  Band*  going 
out  to  visit  at  the  end  of 
January."  he  said.  He  said  he 
was  confident  that  his  sister 
was  a  “fairly  strong  character" 
and  wsuld  be  able  to  cope. 

Ms  McLauchlan  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Menzieshill  High 
School  in  Dundee  and  trained 
at  Ninewetls  Hospital  in  the 
.  city  before  moving  to 
Stracathro  Hospital,  Brechin. 
Angus,  where  she  graduated 
as  a  stale-registered  nurse  in 
1991. 

Ms  McLauchlan  joined 
King'S  Cross  Hospital’s  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  unit  soon  after¬ 
wards.  She  lived  with  her 
parents  until  her  departure 
and  spoke  to  them  by  phone 
from  Saudi  Arabia  at  least 
twice  a  week. 

Her  parents  have  made 
inquiries  about  travelling  to 
Saudi,  but  have  made  no 
decision.  “It  will  depend  on 
whether  they  can  get  access  to 
Lucy.  If  they  are  told  they  will 
be  allowed  to  see  her,  then 
they  wfil  be  going,"  John 
McLauchlan  said. 

“Any  man  with  a  daughter 
will  know  what  my  dad  is 
feeling  ai  the  moment.  He 
feels  helpless  about  this  and 
the  fact  we  don’t  know  any¬ 
thing  about  the  Saudi  legal 
system  or  anything.  It  is  a 
nightmare." 


m  wmT  puphs 


Lucille  McLauchlan  pictured  at  the  King  Fahd  Military  Complex.  She  had  spoken  of  enjoying  her  time  in  Saudi 
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Murder  princess  home 
vfctim  was  alone,  but  still 

wife  of  .  .  , 

arts  critic  W  ^hc  picture 


Bv  Audrey  Magee 

THE  estranged  wife  of  a 
prominent  French  film  pro¬ 
ducer  has  been  murdered 
while  on  a  €2tri$tgias\fraliday . 
to  Ireland.  SopniHarfafiiBQ* 
Planner,  38.  was  found  bat¬ 
tered  todeaift  nearWhohday  ■ 
home- in  WestCock  en  Mon- 


By  Carol  Midgley 


she  arrived. 

Mme  du  Pfontier  was  die 
thin!  wife  erf  the  film  producer 
and  cultural  critic  Darnel 
Toscan  du  Planticr,  55.  In  1989 
he  was  presented  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  k  Ugfon  d'Hafipeur. 
for  his  Work  in  promoting 
French  culture  and  language. 
Fbur  years  earlier,  he  was 
awarded  the  Commandear 
des  Arts  et  des  Lettres.:  Hie 
couple  married  in  1991  but 
separated  recently.  _ 

Pretiminaiy  post-mortem, 
examination  results  released 
yesterday  showed  that  she  was 
hit  several  times  about  tiie 
head  with  a  Hunt  instrument. 
Her  body  was  found  parthdiy 
clothed  on  a  remote  lane  about 
three  miles  from  SdniD,  a 
small  tourist  village  on  the  i 
southwest  coast  Mice  have 
ruled  out  sexual  assault  , .  J 

According  to  a  police 
spokesman,  Mme  Toscan  du: 
Flantier,  who  was  using  her  ; 
maiden  name  of  EtdunipL  arri¬ 
ved  in  Ireland  on  Friday  to 
spend  Christmas  alone.  She 
bought  her  two-storey  holiday 
home  about  four  years  ago 
awl  was  a  frequent  visitor  to 
the  area.  Neighbours  said  she 

was  a  quiet,  gentle  person  who 
kept  to  herself. 

She  hired  a  car  cm  arrival 
in  Cork  and  was  last  seen 
shopping  in  the  locality  an 
Saturday. 


DIANA,  Princess  of  Wales, 
who  spent  her  second 
Christmas  Day  away  from 
her  sons  yesterday,  is  pic- 
.  turedontbe envecof foe  .nett. 
*  u&nc^  if  TfefloT  magtonuf 
Dressed  mainly  in  Utek,  die 
h  posng  alone  in.  front  of  a 
i  seasonal  fir-tree.  -  « 
...‘lAPr^ccompaBodng  article 
said  die  Princess  planned  ,  to 
telephone  Princes  WUHaun. 
H  and  Harry,  12.  on  Christ¬ 
mas  morning  at  tire  Norfolk 
.  estate  where  they  spent  the 
day  with  tire  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Queen,  tire  Dnfce  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  other  nfembcFsof 
the  Royal  Family.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  Princess  spent 
the  day  preparing  to  fly  to 
j  Australia. 

Her  dedsion  to  appear  in 
ffeBo!,  the  magazine  which 
recently  serialised  tire  Dndt- 
:  ess  of  York’s  autobiography 
and  has  featured  a  succession 
of  articles  abort  the  Duchess, 
will  be  seen  as  an  indication 


The  Princess,  alone  rat 
smffing,  on  the  coves? 


that  die  does  not  intend  to 
keep  a  low  profile  during 
1997  after  her  divorce.  It  is 
unclear  whether  she was  paid 
for  the  photograph.  . . 

th  the  artide  die  is  praised  . 
for  her  commitment  to  her 
charity  work.  Pamda/  U  Jy 
HaHnfa,  chai  rman  of  tire 
Endfafa  NatSbnaL  Baflet,  of  , 
wfakh  tire  Princess  is  patron, 
said:  “She  is  absolutely  fan¬ 
tastic.  She  loves  the  dancers 
and  what  Is  so  marweUons 
abort  her  »  that,  ff  she  is 
interested  in  a  charity,  she 
doesn’t  dabble.  She  works' 
really  hard." 

The  magazine  says  tire 
Princess  had  bought  most  of 
her.  Christmas  prerents  by 
October  and  that  her  edebr*- 
tions  effectively  ended  on 
Christmas  Eve  when  her  sons 
left  Kensington  Palace  for 
Sandringham.  . 

■TVhile  people  all  over  tire 
country  are  tndting  into  tor* 
key  with  their  families 
around  them,  Diana  will 
probably;  as  usual,  be  at 
home  alone.”  says  the  maga¬ 
zine. 

In  1992  tire  .Princess  attend¬ 
ed  '  church  with  the  Royal 
Family  at  Sandringfaam  then 
spent  the  rest  of  the  day  with 
her  brother,  Earl  Spencer,  at 
AUfaorp.  - 

□  A  pand  ofleadtng  fashion 
experts  polled  by  ft  etfaT  voted 
her  best  outfit  of  tire  year  a 
simple  white  Versace  dress 
which  she  wore  during  on  a 
trip  to  Italy  in  June. 

□  The  Undress  of  York  was 
abd  absent  from  the  church 
service  at  Sandringham,  al¬ 
though  Princesses  Beatrice 
and  Engenie  attended  with 
tire  Duke  of  York. 


Eat,  drink  and  be  merry. 
Then  take  an  anti-fat  drug 


By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


AN  AMERICAN  drug  com¬ 
pany  has  an  answer  for  ti  «st 
worried  abort  the  effects  of 
seasonal  overeating:  a  drug 
that  prevents  the  body  from 
absorbing  almost  a  third  of 
the  fet  that  is  eaten. 

Hoffman  La  Rodre  sought 

approval  this  mo  nth  from  the 

US  Food  and  Drug  Attain*®" 
nation  for  Xancal 
hfogfa  enzymes  in  the  p^c» 
tine  fort  break  up  <fidary 
fids.  The  undigested  fats  go 


neurological  mechanfrans  of 
obesity.”  says  Dr  Fred  Fied- 
orck,  of  tire  University  of 

North  Carotina.  “There  are  a 
lot  of  drugs  in  the  pipefine 
fed  represent  an  CBtiting 


tion  without  the  chance  to 
find  their  way  on  to  foemips- 
Xiemcal  is  the  firs*  m  what 
Is  ejected  lo  be  a.  aeries  of 
antj-fot  drugs  reacMag  foe 
■mAh  after  rcseardi  has 
uucmwtd  genes  and  box- 
mono  fort  help  t»  determine 
how  people  carmidhow  food 
is  mdtebo&sed'  aim  s»eo. 
“Wearc  jnst  b^mittttg  to  un* 
derstaw*  the  bkrfopcal  and 


The  bestreOing  obcsiQr 
dr«g  In  tire  United  States  is 
Redox,  which  stimulates  pro- 
dnetion  of  the  “fcetgood” 

bramcbemkal  serotonin.  By 

making  people  fed  satisfied. 
It  can  curb  appetite  but  it 

does  not  work  for  everybody. 

Some  are  not  helped  at  afl. 
vdnk  others  find  foe  pounds 

pffing  back  iaqmfly.  Drugs  in 
die  {opdinc  wfll  aim  toad  jnst 
how  tire  body  maiotains 
wd&A,  wiflmrt  dangerous 

Side-effects.  *Y  : 

they  include  tests  by 
Amgen  of  IqttiB,  a  bm  tuone 
-discovered^  by ,  RwkSeBff 
University  in  New-^York 
whkh  signals  foe  brain  to 


step  eating  when  the  body 
hat  stored  enough  fit.  How¬ 
ever,  studies  suggest  that 
many  overweight  people  have 
high  levels  oflcptin.  and  may 
not  bebdped: 

Th  February.  Nemra^en 
Corporation  is  to  start  a  Inal 
in  which  the  chemical  neuro- 
pcptidfr-Y  (NPY),  tire  most 
pmvcrfrd  appetite-stimulant 
known,  is  Nocked.  Bloekmg 
the  brain’s  ability  to  reuse 
NPY  could  efiminate  food 
cravings;  mice  slim  down 
markedly  when-  treated  with 
it  The  first  tests  on  humans 
wifi  involve  50  votanteers. 

WyetfrAyerst  is  testing  a 
drug  that  stimulates  metabo- 
.  Hsm  regulators  called  beta-3 
adrenergic  receptors.  Many 
people  have  defective,  recep¬ 
tors,  and  horn  calories  too 
stowfy,  sc>  fort  they  put  on 
weight  The  heta4  stimulator 
arinm  to  help  burn  Eat  stores. 
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KDLIOAY  SHOPPING  HOURS:  Boxing  Day  Thursday  26th  Dewmbcrr  9-6.  Friday  9-3:  Saturday  9-5.  Sunday  11-5. 
"I'.ondsy  9-5,  Tuesday  ?le;v  Years  £ve  9-5,  Wednesday  Kstv  Year’s  Day  1C-6.  Scottish  stores  closed  New  Year's  Day. 
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Two  held  after  petrol  bomb  through  letterbox  sets  fire  to  house  on  Christmas  Day 

Mother  killed  and 
two  children  hurt 
in  arson  attack 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


A  MOTHER  died  and  her  two 
children  were  seriously  in¬ 
jured  alter  a  petrol  bomb  was 
put  through  the  letter  box  of 
their  home  on  Christmas 
rooming. 

Police  have  launched  a  mur¬ 
der  inquiry  after  Michelle 
Bone-Knell.  34,  died  as  the  fire 
swept  through  the  terraced 
house.  Her  common-law  hus¬ 
band.  Graham  Perrins,  33, 
escaped  by  jumping  from  an 
upstairs  window. 

The  couple’s  18-month-old 
baby.  Damien,  was  rescued 
from  the  front  bedroom  of  the 
house  in  Bushbmy.  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  He  suffered  SO  per 
cent  bums  and  was  said  to  be 
in  a  “critical  condition”  in  the 
major  injuries  unit  at  Selly 
Oak  hospital  in  Birmingham. 

Chantel  Perrins,  3,  was  also 
taken  to  the  hospital,  but  Mr 
Perrins  asked  for  information 
about  her  condition  not  to  be 
released.  He  was  said  to  be  in 
a  “serious  but  stable  condi¬ 
tion"  suffering  from  bums 
and  smoke  inhalation. 

A  man  and  a  woman  in 
their  thirties  were  arrested  by 
police  within  an  hour  of  the 
blaze.  They  were  taken  to 
Wolverhampton  police  station 


A  boy  aged  fonf  died  in  a 
fire  at  his  home  in 
Glenrothes,  Fife.  -  on 
Christmas  Eve.  His  body 
was  found  by  firemen 
after  his  grandmother 
had  managed  to  rescue 
two  other  children.  James 
Jamieson,  divisional  of¬ 
ficer  of  Fife  fire  and 
rescue,  said  the  death  of 
the  child,  who  has  not 
been  named,  was  a  fur¬ 
ther  warning  to  the  public 
to  be  more  vigilant  over 
Christmas.  “One  tragedy 
is  one  too  many  at  any 
tune  of  the  year,  but  espe¬ 
cially  at  this  time,”  Mr 
Jamieson  said. 


where  they  were  questioned 
and  held  overnight.  Detective 
Superintendent  Sandy  Craig, 
of  Wolverhampton  CID,  said: 
“At  tius  stage  we  are  treating 
the  incident  as  a  murder 
inquiry.”  He  said  the  man  and 
woman  were  not  related  to  the 
victims  but  were  known  to  Mr 
Perrins. 

Neighbours  made  desperate 
attempts  to  rescue  the  couple 
and  their  children  after  being 


woken  at  about  230am  by 
screaming  and  shouting.  But 
they  were  beaten  back  by  the 
intensity  of  the  flames.  John 
Shaw,  24,  a  next-door  neigh¬ 
bour.  said-.  “I  went  outside  and 
there  were  flames  coming  out 
of  the  house.  I  looked  up  and 
saw  Graham  dive  out  of  the 
front  bedroom  window  and 
land  an  the  concrete  floor.  He 
was  covered  in  blood  but  got 
up  and  started  shouting  ‘my 
kids,  my  kids’." 

Mr  Shaw  said  he  ran  round 
to  the  back  of  the  house  and 
smashed  down  the  back  door 
but  was  unable  to  enter 
because  of  the  intensity  of  the 
heat 

Another  neighbour.  Beryl 
Scott,  said  the  family  had 
moved  to  the  area  from  nearby 
Bilston  five  months  ago  and 
the  children  had  been  looking 
forward  to  Christmas.  She 
said:  They  sent  cards  to  all 
their  neighbours.  Their  front 
room  was  foil  of  decorations.” 

By  the  time  firemen  arrived, 
the  blaze  was  sweeping 
through  both  floors  of  the  end- 
of-terrace  house.  The  two 
children  were  revived  by 
firefighters,  who  carried  them 
from  the  building.  Mrs  Fer- 


Damien  Perrins,  left,  and  his  sister  Qiantri  were  seriously  injured  in  the  blaze  at  their  home  in  Wolverhampton 


rins  was  found  in  a  rear 
bedroom  and  the  two  children 
in  a  front  bedroom. 

Assistant  Divisional  Fire 
Officer  Dennis  Davies  said 
that  six  officers  with  breathing 
apparatus  led  carried  out 
Mrs  Perrins  and  the  two 
children.  Mrs  Perrins  was 
pronounced  dead  at  the  scene 


but  the  two  children  had  been 
revived  and  taken  to  hospital. 
□  A  man  who  jumped  from 
the  second  floor  of  a  blazing 
house  was  being  treated  in 
hospital  in  Northern  Ireland 
yesterday.  He  was  trapped 
when  fire  swept  tfuough  the 
three-storey  house  in  the  bor¬ 
der  town  of  Newry,  Co  Down. 


The  RUC  said  be  suffered 
head  injuries  in  the  leap,  but 
was  “stable”  in  hospital.  The 
blaze  fwas  believed  to  have 
started  accidentally, 

□  A2o-year-old  man  has  been 
charged  with  murder  after  a 
patient  was  found  dead  follow¬ 
ing  a  .  fire  at  a  rehabilitation 
unit  The  body  of  Paul  Mas¬ 


ters,  27.  was  discovered  by 
firefighters  who  tackled  a 
blaze  that  gutted  a  bedroom  of 
the  unit  in  Haydock,  Mersey¬ 
side.  yesterday.  Fellow  patient 
Lee  George  Powell  26.  was 
changed  with  murdering  Mr 
Masters,  and  will  appear  be¬ 
fore  St  Helens  magistrates 
today. 
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ONfe  year  after  the  murder  of 
l&y^ar-old  Louise  Smith,  de¬ 
tectives  believe  that  ah  anony- 
moifs  caller  who  -has  rung 
twicp  in  the  past  few  days 
coul^  hold  the  key  to  the  killer. 
They  are  urging  the  man.  who 
has  already  given  vital  infor¬ 
mation,  to  contact  them  again. 

T^e  caller  was  one  of  90  to 
ring^a  hotline  set  up  fay  Avon 
andr  Somerset  police  in  their 
hunt  for  the  killer  of  Miss 
Smith,  a  clerical  assistant 
•who;- was  last  seen  walking 
home  from  Spirals  nightclub 
in-  Yate,  near  Bristol,  at  2.15am 
at^  Christmas  Day.  Her  body 
was  discovered  seven  weeks 
later  at  an  isolated  quany 
near  her  home'  in  Chipping 
Sodbuxy.  • 

inspector  Keith  Janes,  a 
police  spokesman,  said:  “We 
believe  the  anonymous  caller 
has  information  vital  to  identi¬ 
fying  the  murderer.  The  caller 
was  concerned  about  identify¬ 
ing  hunsdf  to  the  police.  What 
we  are  saying  is  that  the 
matter  causing  him  concern 
can  beTesoWed.” 

Police  attended  this  week’s 
Christmas  Eve  disco  at  Spirals 
to  question  partygoers  as  they 
arrived  and  handed  out  leal- 
lets.  bearing  Miss  Smith's 
phofograph.  Her  parents. 


Robert  and  GilL  gave  an 
interview  in  which  Mr  Smith 
said:  “I  miss  her  so  much.  It's 
worse-  how  than  ever.  You 
can’t  ignore  Christmas.  Other 
people  want  tocelebraie,  but! 
just  wish  it  was  over.** 

Mrs  Smith,  said:  “Louise 
loved  going  out.  I  just  cant 
stop  wandering  what  she  had 
to  go  through  and  how  iot$ 
she  had  to  go  through iL"..-:  i 
Police  have  issued  a  profile 
of  tiie  killer,  who  is  befievedto 
be  a  local  man,  unable 
with  stress,  who  talks 
about  the  case,  is  inte 
pornography  and  is 
or  in  a  stable  relationship,  v 


Louise  Smith:  kiTTed 
after  Christmas  party 
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- USTS  arr  working  to 

b listen  dinner  plates  fry 
huimig  Brussels  sprouts risd. 
Bolsbougb  they  have  already 
produced  sprouts  die  hoe  of 
red ,  cabbage;  the  cohrar 
tends  to  dram  away  when  flic 
wgetaHes  are  cooked. 

As  yet  hone  of  the  red 
varieties  produces  sprouts 
sufficiently  firm,'  uniform 
and .  colour-retentive  to  .be 
adopted  fay  commercial 
•growers  or  supermarkets, 
but'  Sutton's  Seeds  of  Tor- 
quajj;  Devon,  has  had  some 
success  in  foe  amateur  borti- 
cnlthral  market  this  year  with 


a  rubicund  innovation  called 
FalstafL 

Another  company,  A.  L 
Tozer  of  Cobham.  Kent,  has  a 
purplish  variety  in  its  cata¬ 
logue.  A  spokesman  said:  ”It 

is  not  very  refined  or  afi  that 

brilliant,  but  we  do  sell  some 
of  it  It  is  stffl  on  a  trial 
namber  —  we  have  not  both¬ 
ered  to  name  iL  Frankly  we 
have  more  success  with  FI 
hybrid  parsnips, -Spring  on¬ 
ions  and  courgettes,  but  if 
there  is  sufficient  interest  we 
would  pot  money  into  more 
.work  on  red  ■:  Brussels 
sprouts.” 
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HOME  NEWS 


YESTERDAY  I  celebrated  jmr 
fourth  Christmas  at  the  sirafh 
Pole.  ABhough  we  have  only  jnst 
passed  Midsummer's  Day.  die 
temperature-  is.  stffl  hovering 
around  20  degrees  bdowzero. 

The  fedrrifies  were  a  mature  of 
familiar  traditions  and  some 
pecaHartothc  Pole.  A  couple  of 
wds  ago  fte  first  decorations 
started  to  ^appear,  indhtdm^  a  tree. 

.There  is  no.  church  here  bnta 
US  Navy  chaplain  flew  la  a  few 
nights  ago  and  performed  '  a 
sendee  in  fee  galley.  He  even 
brought  an  entire  brass  ban*)  wife 
hira.madeup  of.vofanteers  from 
tbe  Antartfic  coastaJ  statioa  'of 


;  1/ 

McMurdo.  Tbe  Role  is  very  busy 
-in  summer  holiday-  bats 

;  only  two  days,  starting  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  i!j. 

We  try  to  cram  a! lot  of  celebra¬ 
tions  into  that  time.  The  custom¬ 
ary-  w3d_  parties  ,  started  bn 
Monday  iu^rtapd  Several  people 
woke  up  the  nod  'day  wilfi  heads 
shaved  Mohican  Style  to  comple¬ 
ment  ttitir  hangows.  ■  •  V." 

At  Ilam  on  Chnstmas  Eve  we 
had  oar  annual  R^ice  Around  (he 
.  World,  a  2.7  mUeioagTnn  which 
took-.' ns  right  atpnad:  the  geo¬ 
graphic  Sooth  Pole  and  hence 
-  through  aD  24  finite  zones.  Run¬ 
ning  outside  in  tfic  cold  is  hard 


to  celebrate  Christmas 


Simon  Hart,  a  British  physicist  and  Times  Internet  reader, 
reports  that  celebrations  at  the  South  Pole  are  brief,  fun  and 
frenetic.  Yet  sombre  reminders  of  the  terrible  price  paid  by  the 
early  explorers  of  the  harsh  snowscape  are  never  far  away 


enough  but  the  Pole  is  at  an 
effective  altitude  of  100,000ft  so 
-the-  air  is  very  thin  and  even 
walking  this  -  distance  can  be 
difficult  for  new  arrivals.  Not 
everyone  chooses  to  run,  though. 
Some  ski,  some  ride  snowmobiles 
and  a  few  hardy  souls  try  cydmg. 
.  The  atmosphere  is  more  that  of  a 


carnival  than  a  competition. 

The  race  was  followed  by  a  gift 
exchange  with  some  interesting 
rules.  Everyone  brings  a  wrapped 

present  to  the  galley  and  places  it 
on  the  table.  People  arc  chosen  by 
lottery  aad  they  get  to  either  take  a 
present  from  the  table  or  “steal" 
someone  else*  present  if  they  have 


taken  a  fancy  to  it.  That  person 
then  has  the  same  choice.  With  170 
people  on  station  the  process 
continues  for  many  hours  and  is 
lots  of  fhn. 

Life  at  die  Sooth  Pole  can  be 
difficult  at  times  hut  one  hmny  we 
do  have  is  the  best  food  on  the 
continent  and  at  no  time  is  this 


more  evident  than  on  Christmas 
Day.  Everybody  made  a  special 
effort  to  make  the  day  perfect: 
volunteers  formed  a  small  army  of 
helpers  to  assist  the  cooks.  The 
galley  was  transformed  with  tabic 
cloths,  decorations  and  candles 
and  the  men  and  women  of  the 
crew  who  are  usually  dressed  in 
oily  parkas  and  fleeces  suddenly 
appeared  in  shirts,  ties  and  eve¬ 
ning  dresses. 

Fortified  by  several  giacy*  of 
champagne,  my  three  fellow  Brits 
and  I  treated  die  Americans  to  a 
rather  shaky  rendition  of  the 
national  anthem  and  they  all 
responded  with  an  even  shakier 


Star-Spangled  Banner.  After  that 
die  galley  erupted  into  the  biggest 
food  fight  l  have  ever  seen.  They’ll 
be  scraping  the  cream  cakes  off 
the  wall  for  weeks: 

Our  next  big  celebration  win  be 
New  Year’s  Eve,  when  we  ham¬ 
mer  the  new  South  Pole  marker 
into  the  snow.  The  South  Pole  is 
stationary  hot  the  ice  shed  on 
which  the  station  sits  moves  about 
30fi  each  year. 

From  the  new  Pole  all  the 
previous  ones  can  be  seen  stretch¬ 
ing  away  into  the  distance:  Z500  ft 
away  is  the  Pole  that  Scott  and  his 
men  arrived  at  85  years  ago  this 
coming  January  17. 


no 


7-  ‘  *;  V  '■  '  • 


THEY  are  dedicated  scientists 
carrying  out  research  vital  to 
the  future  of  the  planet  in  the 
Earth’s  most  inhospitable 
landscape,  but  they  do  not 
allow  this .  to  disrupt  their 
festivities.  ■ 

The  90  scientists,  geologists 
and  support  staff  at  the  British 
Antarctic  Surveys  main  field 
research  station  at  Rothera 
spent  their  Christmas  day 
taking  part  in  die  unofficial 
South  Pole  Olympics.  Beside 
ancient  glaciers .  and  an  icy 
grey-blue  sea.  the  British  con¬ 
tingent  competed  to  push  45- 
gafion  drums  filled  with  water 
around  the  station: 

Others  to6k  part  in  the- 
pancake  race  or  the  “wefiie- 
thr owing"  competition.  As  Si¬ 
mon  Gill  the  Rothera  station 
commander  and  Antarctic  vet¬ 
eran,  put  it  "Going  to  the  -' 


By  Russell  Jenkins 

South  Pole  doesn’t  make  you 
sensible."  *  ;. 

There  was  little  of  die  privar 
tian  suffered  by  Scott  and  his 
party  during  his  race  to  .  the 
Pole.  Rothera*  two .  profes¬ 
sional  codes  produced  a  lavish 
turkey,  lunch  accompanied  by 
champagne  and  brandy.  . 

Even  the  two  .parties  -of 
British  scientists  spending  a 
less  comfortable  tone  on  a 
field  trip  out  on  the  ice, 
studying  the  movement  of  the 
'•  gigantic  ice  shelves,  found  a 
piece  of  Christmas  pudding  in. 
their  sledge  packs.  . 

.  It  is  summer  at  the  South 
.  Pole.  .‘Antarctica*  thousand  , 
hours  of  sunshine  each  year 
'-are  crammed  between  Octo-. 
her  and  April.  Mr  Gill  said: . 
rWe  tave  bad  sunny  days  and  * 
24-hour  daylight  It  doesn’t 
usually  get  much  above  zero 


v  * 


-  iv^  M 
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1  France 


A  population,  of  about 3,000  fives  and  works  on  the 
national  bases  scattered  widely  across  Antarctica 


but  the  sunshine  can  be  in¬ 
tense.  People  can  wear  T- 
shirts  so  long  as  the/  slap  on 
lots  of  suncream." 

The  bigjest  privation  is  the 
-lack  of  Christmas  presents 
and  cards  from  the  outside 
world.  Hie  base  receives  post 
once-a  month  when  the  plane 
arrives  from  Ptirt  Stanley  in 
the  Falkland  Islands. 

At  the  moment  there  are  six  . 
sacks  of  mail  lined  up  waiting 
to  go  and  none  will  arrive  until 
the  28th:  “It  doesn't  matter.  We 
are  used  to  delayed  maiL" 

Mr  GDI,  whose  family  come 
from  near  Redcar  on  the 
northeast  coast  first  came  to 
the  Antarctic  a  decade  ago.  He 
worked  as  a  carpenter  and 
derided  to  stay  as  a  spectator 
to  some  of  the  world*  most 
extraordinary  flora  and  fauna. 

"Recently  I  had  an  amazing 
.  experience  when  we  took  one 
erf  the  small  40horsepower 
boats  out  to  one  of  the  is- 
lands,"  said  Mr  GilL  “We 
were  surrounded  by  six  killer 
whales:  They  came  right  up  to 
the  boat  swam  around  us  and 
underneath.  It  wasn't  dear 
who  was  more  interested, 
them  or  us.  They  were  so 
inquisitive  that  they  followed 
us  all  the  way  back  to  base." 

The  South  Pole  may  be  the 
ultimate  destination  these 
days  for  well-heeled  package 
tourists  but  the  scientists  who 
live  and.  work  there  team  to 
respect  the  hostile  climate.  Mr 
Gift,  was  mountaineering 
when  a  colleague  stepped  into 
some  loose  ice  and  fell  90ft  into 
a .  narrow  crevasse.  He 
abseiled  down,  discovered  his 
friend  head  down  but  still 
breathing  and  helped  to  haul 
him  back  to  the  surface.  “That 
is  the  closest  I  have  come  to 
death  on  the  ice,”  he  Said. 

The  Antarctic  is  an  interna¬ 
tional  community  with,  at  its 
peak,  a  population  of  around 
3,000.  But  there  is  little  frater¬ 
nisation  between  bases;  the 
nearest  is  miles  away. 

Besides  the  94  stationed  at 


Fla^  snap  in  the  wind  as  scientists  prepare  for  Christmas  at  a  remote  Antarctic  field  camp.  There  will  be  some  seasonal  cheer  in  their  rations 


Rothera,  or  those  preparing 
for  field  trips,  there  are  six 
British  scientists  studying  the 
habits  of  for  seals  and  the 
albatross  on  Bird  Island  in  the 
South  Atlantic..  Five  geophysi¬ 


cists  are  stationed  at  King 
Edward  Point  field  station. 


museum  on  earth,  the  re¬ 
search  station  at  Port  Lockroy, 


carrying  out  a  seismic  investi-  and  there  are  19  scientists  on 
gation  into  the  Earth*  struo-  the  Halley  research  station 


ture  Two  lonely  souls  are 
manning  the  most  remote 


looking  into  radio  waves. 

The  extreme  isolation  can 


become  a  problem  with  more 
than  one  person  falling  victim 
to  "Hailey*  Stare",  looking 
preoccupied  or  “not  all  there". 

But,  besides  the  scenery, 
there  is  one  real  consolation 


for  spending  the  festive  season 
at  one  of  the  loneliest  spots  on 
Earth.  "At  least  we  are  guar¬ 
anteed  we  are  going  to  have  a 
white  Christmas,”  said  Mr 
Gill. 
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With  4  Years  Interest  Free  Credit! 


Choose  Anything, 
^ee  For  A  Year 
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6  SALES  GUIDE 


Sth 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  26  1996 


As  you  prepare  for  the  midwinter  madness  that  grips  the  stores,  here  is  our  guide  to  what’s  on  offer . . . 


LONDON 


□  Debmfaams 

334-348  Oxford  Street.  WL 
and  branches  nationwide 
(0171-4084444).  From  Dec 
27;  today  in  Scotland. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store. 

□  Fenwick 

New  Bond  Street,  Wl 
{0171-629  9161)  and  branches 
nationwide.  From  Dec  27 
for  three  weeks.  Newcastle 
from  Dec  2S. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store- 
Womenswear  Nicole  Farhi 
velvet  jeans  from  E129  to  £59: 
John  Smedley  ribbed  cardi¬ 
gans  from  E75  to  E39;  Ben  de 
Lisi  blade  ribbed  wool-mix 
jackets  from  £419  to  £209: 
Admyra  blonde  wool  and 
cashmere  long  coats  from  £189 
to  £79. 

□  Hanrods 

87  Brampton  Road. 
Knightsbridge,  SWI  ( 0171-730 
1234).  From  Jan  8-Feb  1. 

Up  to  55  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store  with  an 
extra  10  per  cent  off  for 
Harrods  account  customers' 
purchases  made  on  Jan  11. 
Customers  spending  £200  or 
more  in  a  single  transaction 
during  the  first  four  days  of 
the  sale  can  enter  a  draw  to 
win  a  Volkswagen  Passat  Sale 
items  include  up  to  75  per  cent 
off  selected  John  Galliano 
women  swear;  40  per  cent  off 
Jil  Sander  30  per  cent  off 
Christian  Lacroix,  eg,  ladies' 
turquoise  jacket  was  £269.  sale 
price  £189;  40  per  cent  off 
French  Connection  knitwear, 
jackets,  coats  and  skirts;  30 
per  cent  off  selected  Dolce  & 
Gabbana;  50  per  cent  off 
Kenzo,  Escada  and  Donna 
Karan;  Menswear:  30  per  cent 
off  Calvin  Klein  jeans  and 
shirts,  Armani  jeans  and 
Ralph  Lauren;  Burberry  das- 


sic  trench  coat  was  £625.  now 
£399;  Cerruti  ties  were  £55. 
now  £29.95;  30-50  per  cent  off 
selected  childrenswear  includ¬ 
ing  Paul  Smith,  DKNY. 
Versace  and  Moschino. 

□  Harvey  Nichols 

109-125  Knightsbridge, 

SWI  (0171-235  5000).  From 
Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  many 
items.  During  the  first  four 
days  of  the  sale  there  will  be 
an  additional  (0  per  cent 
discount  for  Harvey  Nichols' 
account  holders  on  all  reduced 
merchandise.  CK  jeans  were 
£99,  sale  price  £44.50: 
Georgio  Armani  navy  suit 
was  E695,  sale  price  £495: 
women's  Doles  &  Gabbana 
mohair  jacket  was  £780,  sale 
price  £468;  Michael  Kors 
leather  trousers  were  £980, 
sale  price  £490:  Calvin  Klein 
jersey  dress  was  £900,  sale 
price  £450;  Dolce  &  Gabbana 
black  handbags  were  £445, 
sale  price  £22250;  Calvin 
Klein  black  handbags  were 
£430.  sale  price  E215. 

□  House  of  Fraser 

Armv  £ f  Navy.  Victoria 
Street,  SWI  (0171-834 1234); 
Barkers.  Kensington  High 
Street,  W8  (0171-937 5432); 
Dickins  B  Jones,  Regent 
Street.  Wl (0171-7347070); 

DJ4.  Evans.  Orford 
Street,  Wl  (0171-629  8800) 
and  stores  nationwide 
(0171-9632216).  From  Dec  27. 
Scotland :  today. 

Menswear.  up  to  one  third  off 
Pierre  Balmain  shirts:  40  per 
cent  off  Pringle  knitwear. 
Daniel  Hechter  suit  was  £230. 
now  £170;  YSL  logo  boxer 
shorts  were  £16,  sale  price  £8. 
Womenswean  up  to  50  per 
cent  off  Marley  scarfs;  dog¬ 
tooth  three-quarter  length 
jacket  was  £90.  now  E60:  six- 
button  reefer  jacket  was  £75. 
now  £49.  Homeware:  Slum- 
beriand  Copper  Seal  4-drawer 


divan  set  was  £799,  now  E499; 
Henley  large  sofa  was  £1.090, 
sale  price  £990.  Elecrrical: 
Toshiba  28in  colour  television 
was  £649.  now  £469;  JVC 
Mini  System  £499.  now  £379: 
up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
china  and  glass. 

□  John  Lewis 
Oxford  Street,  Wl  (0171- 
629  7711);  Brent  Cross 
Shopping  Centre  (0181- 
202  6535);  Peter  Jones,  Sloane 
Square.  SWI  (0171-730 
3434)  and  23  stores 
nationwide.  From  Dec  28 
and  Dec  31;  call  0171-629  7711 
to  find  which  date  is 
correct  for  your  nearest 
branch. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
lines.  The  “never  knowingly 
undersold”  policy  is  still  in 
operation  during  the  clear¬ 
ance  period.  Branches  sell 
good  quality  seconds  through¬ 
out  the  sale  and  well-priced 
lines  bought  by  John  Lewis  at 
favourable  rates  under  its 
"special  purchase"  scheme 
with  manufacturers.  Philips 
FW  18  micro  Hi-Fi  systems 
from  £329  to  £199.  China 
seconds:  Blue  Italian  25cm 
plates  from  £8.50  to  £4.95; 
Toast  &  Marmalade  teapots 
from  £33  to  £19.75;  Worcester 
cakeplates  from  £14.50  to 
£21.75.  Curtain  seconds:  Soli¬ 
taire  plain  satin  168x136cm 
from  £49  to  £25;  214x220cm 
from  £35  to  £16.50.  Dress 
fabric  seconds:  228cm 
cotton/ polyester  plain  sheet¬ 
ing  from  £6.50  to  £295. 
Duvets  reduced  to  clear. 
Reduced  furnishing  fabric  per 
metre:  dupion  from  £7.95  to 
£3.95;  moire  from  £9.95  to 
£4.95;  tapestries  from  £19.50  to 
£9.95  and  semi-plain  fabrics 
from  El 3.50  to  £7:  printed 
Primrose  Hill  in  grass  and 
eggshell  print  from  £8.95  to 
£4.95;  Azalea  print  from  £1250 
to  £5.95:  POrtofino  print  from 
£13.50  to  E6.95. 


e«  OVER  50%  OFF 

AND  INSTALLED  FREE 
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□  liberty 

214-220 Regent  Street.  Wl, 
and  brandies  nationwide 
(0171-734 1234).  From  Dec 
27 for  three  weeks. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store.  Arme¬ 
nian  mg  was  £5,600,  sale  price 
£2^00;  Turkish  Burdur  carpet 
was  £1,950.  sale  price  £975: 
Iranian  kilini  was  £850,  sale 
price  £425;  Laure  Japy 
Figaree  dinner'  plates  were 
£30,  sale  price  £15;  Dartington 
burgundy  glasses  Were  £1325, 
sale  price  E7.95;  Wedgwood 
California  dinner  plates  were 
□9.95.  sale  price  £9.95;  Cam 
silver  cutlery  44-piece  set  was 
£2799,  sale  price  £1399; 
traditional  roll-arm  sofa  was 
£2395.  sale  price  £1,195: 
Liberty  print  cushions  were 
£35,  sale  price  £25.  Womens¬ 
wear:  Gucci  silk  hipster  pants 
were  £509.  sale  price  £254; 
Romeo  Gigli  velvet  jacket  was 
£755,  sale  price  £377;  Liberty 
orange  wool  jacket  was  £189, 
sale  price  E94. 

□  Sdfridges 

Oxford  Street.  Wl  (0171- 
629 1234).  From  Dec  27.  , 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store-- 
Womenswear:  Jasper  Conran 
patent  jacket  down  from  E499 
to  £349;  CK  basic  jeans  dawn 
from  £79  to  £55;  Polo  Ralph 
Lauren  selected  lines  up  to  30 
per  rent  off.  Menswear  Paul 
Smith.  Giorgio  Armani  Le 
Collezioni  and  Calvin  Klein 
selected  lines  up  to  30  per  rent 
off;  selected  YSL  suits  down 
from  £325  to  £225.  Child  rens- 
wear.  DKNY,  Moschino, 
Versace  and  Armani  selected 
lines  all  have  50  per  rent  off. 
China  and  crystal:  Dartuigtpn. 

crystal  selects!  seconds  40  per' 
cent  offi  /yynsley  tableware 
selected  seconds  33  per  cent 
off.  Carpets  and  flooring:  10 
per  cent  off  Amtico  flooring;  12 
per  rent  off  Bruce  Wood  • 
flooring;  65  per  cent  off  Zer¬ 
matt,  Pembroke  Twist  and 
Perfection  carpets. 


North  Street.  Chichester.  ■ 
West  Sussex  (01243 533103);  ; 
The  Strand,  Torquay 
(01803 212754);  Mount  ’ 
Pleasant  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells  (01892 530222); 

Hoopers  for  Men,  The 
Great  HaO.  Tunbridge  Wells 
(01892529223)  and 
Alderley  Road,  WUmslow, 
Cheshire  (01625 525381); 
Allerton  Road.  Bradford 
(01274 491311); James  . 

Street.  Harrogate  (01423  1 

50409 1).  For further  ' 
details freecall 0800 318216. 
From  Dec27-Jan  18. 

Up'  to.  5Q  per  cent  off 
womenswear.  including  de¬ 
signer  labels  such  as  Jasper 
Conran,  Valentino,  Moschino  . 
and  Jean  Muir.  Also  special 
bargains  in  the  linen  and 
china  departments. 
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REGIONS 


DBeaialls 

High  Street,  Bracknell. 
Berkshire  (01344424678): 
Broadway  Centre.  Ealing, 
London  W5 (0181-5673040);  : 
Wood  Street,  Kingston 
upon  Thames,  southwest  ' 
London  (0I81-S46 1001); " 
Lakeside  Shopping  Centre,. 
West  Thurrock.  Essex 
(01708 860077):  The  Angel 
Centre,  Tonbridge,  Kent 
(01732  771177);  19-23  South 
Street,  Worthing,  West 
Sussex  (01903 231801). 

General  inquiries  (0181- 
5462002).  From  Dec 27 for 
chargecard  holders.  Dec 
28  general  public.  ' 

Up  to  50  per  rent  off  most 
lines. 

□  Denners 

High  Street,  Yeovil, 

Somerset  (01935444444)/  r. 
From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  men's 
and  women's  fashions  'and 
household  gcxxis. 

□  Hoopers 
The  Promenade, 

Cheltenham  (01242527505,  '■ 


□  Aqnasoutnm 

■  100  Regent  Street.  Wl 
(0800282922).  From  Dec  27. 
From  30  to  50  per  cent  off 
.  selected  lines  .throughout  the 
store.  Womens  cashmere  mix 
coats  were  £495,  sale  price 
£325:  short  brown  herring 
bone  coat  with  velvet  collar 
from  £450  to  £295;  doe  skin 
blazers  from  .£375  to  £250; 
men's  blazers  down  from  £295 
to  &95;  men's  double  rain  mac 
from  £455  to  £285. 

□  Armando  Poflini 

35  Brook  Street,  Wl  (0f7I- 
629(7606).  From  Dec  27  to 
early  Feb. 

flora  30  to  50  per  cent  reduc¬ 
tions;  brown  knee  elastic  boots 
from  £W9  to  £139;.  black 
leather  bag  from  £285  to  £142 

Q  Justin  Reed 
Branches  nationwide 
(0800 585479).  From  Dec  27. 
Menswear  ham  coat  from 
.  £169  to  £99:  25  per  cent  off 
selected  cotton  shirts;  half- 
price  silk  ties.  Womenswear 
taupe  herringbone  wool  jacket 
from  £249  to  £179;  selected 
purejwool'knjtwear  from  £49 
to  E29.95. 

I". 

□  Benetton 
Brahches  nationwide 
(0!7i-731 4557).  From  Dec  27.  ■ 

’  Up  to  50  per  cent  reductions. 

□  Gertie 

36  South  Motion  Street, 

Wl  (0171-493 5033);  26  ' 
brunches  nationwide, . 
inquiries  (0771-9352002).  Sale 
nowon. 

Ankle  boots  were  E75,  sale 
price  £45;  loafers  were  £69.95, 
sale;  price  £44.95;  mock  croc 
knee4engrh  boots  were  £59.99, 

:  sale-price  £29.98.  ' 

D;Bhs 

252-258  Oxford  Street ,  Wl 
.(0!7t-262 32S8);  139  branches 
nationwide.  From  today  in 
Scotland,  Dec  27  rest  of 
United  .  Kingdom. . 

A  third  off  selected  items 
across  all  departments.'  - 

DBurberry 

18-22  HaymarkeuSWl; 

165  Regent. Street,  Wl  (0171 - 
.9305^3).  From  Dec37. 

Sete^ed  items  op  to  50  per 
cenr ;  off.  eg,  women’s 
were  £575,  sale 


price  £375;  men's  blazers  were 
£325,  sale  price  £185. 

□  Barton 

.  Branches  nationwide 
(0321 2S7866).  From  Dec  27 
forfourweeks. 

Many  lines  up  to  a  third  off. 

□  CAA 

Branches  nationwide 
(0171-629 1244).  From  Dec  27. 
Glaskfrik  Aberdeen, 

Kilbride,  today. 

Up  to  50  per  rent  discount  on 
fashion  far  all  die  family. 

□  Chanid 

26  Old  Bond  Street.  Wl 
(0171-493 5040);  31  Sloane 
Street.  SWI  (0171-235 
6631).  From  Jan  4-11. 
Minimum  of  30  per  cenr  off  all 
ready-to-wear  autumn /winter 
collection  1996  and  a  selection 
of  shoes  and  accessories. 

□  Country  Casuals 
1-5  Poland  Street,  Wl 
(0171-2875181);  branches 
nationwide  (0121-212 
2405).  Sale  now  on. 

Reductions  up  to  50  per  cent 
Jersey  shirts  were  £39.95,  sale 
price  E19.95;  navy  knit  dresses 
were  E65.95,  sale  price  £45.95. 

□  Dorothy  Perkins 
Branches'  nationwide 
(0I71-29J  2604).  From  today 
(Scotland).  Dec  27  rest  of 
UK  for four  weeks. 

Many  items  at  half-price. 

□  Emporio  Armani 

191  Brompton  Road,  SW3 
(0171-823 8818);  57-59  Long 
Acre ,  WC2  (01714176882): 

112a  New  Bond  Street,  Wl 
(0171-491 8080); 84-86  King 
Street,  Manchester  M2  (0161- 
8398789);  19  John  Street, 

The  Italian  Centre,  Glasgow 
G1  (0141-5522277).  From 
Dec  27;  Manchester  and 
Glasgow  branches  Dec  28. 
Reductions  from  25  per  cent. 

□  Episode 

172 Regent  Street.  Wi 
(0171-4393561)  and  branches 
nationwide  (0171-589 
4279).  Sale  now  on. 

Leather  jacket  from  £499  to 
£349;  leather  skirts  from  £199 
to  £139;  100  per  cent  wool  coats 
from  £299  to  E209. 

□  French  Connection 
249 Regent  Street,  Wl. 
and  brunches  nationwide 
(017 1-580 2507).  From  Dec 
27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
items. 

□  Gianni  Versace 

34-35  Old  Bond  Street,  Wl 
(0171-499  1862);  Italian 
Centre.  Glasgow  (0)41-552 
6510).  From  Jan  8. 

Thirty  per  cent  off  selected 
stock. 

□  Hennes 

261-27/  Regent  Street,  Wl 
(0171-4934004).  Other 
branches:  Brent  Cross. 

^Marble  Arch,  Kingston  upon ' 
Thames,  Harrow, 

Croydon,  Watford 
Wimbledon  and 
nationwide.  Inquiries:  0171- 
2552031.  Sale  now  on. 
Discounts  up  to  50  per  centot 
a  range  of  items. 
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.  .  from  designer  labels  to  tables.  When  push  comes  to  shove,  Caroline  Griffiths  has  an  eye  for  the  best  buys 


DAMP JUMPER 


□  Jaeger/ 

200-206 Regent  Street,  W) 
(0171-2004000).  100 stores 
nationwide ,  general 
inquiries  (0171-200 4211). 

From  Dec  27. 

Discounts  from  17-55  per  cent. 
Camel  cashmere  stole  from 
£169  to  £99;  suede  gloves  with 
zebra  cuffs  from  E49  to  £2450: 
Jaeger  London  wool  mix  coat 
from  £350  to  £249;.  Jaeger 
London  brown  belted  jacket 
from  £320  to  £219;  brown 
wide-leg  trousers  from  £140  to 
£89.  ' 


□  Kookm  - 

123  Kensingto  n  High  .  . 
Street,  W8;  25  branches  ■ 
nationwide,  inquiries  0171- 
9274411.  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  30  per  cent  discount  on 
selected  items.  ' 


□  UQywhSes  •  • 

24-36 Regens  StreetrSWI 
(0171-915 4000).  Eight 
branches  nationwide.  : 

From  Dec  27. '. 

Discounts  on  many  lines  at  25- 
50  percent  off. ' 


□  Maris  &  Spencer 
Marble  Arch,  Oxford 
Street .  Wl  (0171-935  7954);  2S6 
branches  nationwide, 
inquiries  0171-935 4422.  From 
Dec27.  Moorgaie  branch 
not  induded. 

End  of  season  clearance.  ■ 


□  Miss  Setfridgc 
Branches  nationwide 
(0181-910 1359).  From  Dec  27. 
Up  to  55  per  cent  off  selected 
jackets,  ponterama  jacket  was 
£55,  sale  price  £25;  EIO  off 
tailored  trousers;  half-price 
selected  coloured  suede  trou¬ 
sers.  now  £40: 40  per  cent  off 
selected  coloured  suede  safari- 
style  jackets:  velour  side-split 
skirts  were  £35,  sale  price  E15: 
half-price  quilted  jackets,  fur- 
collar  parkas  ware  £401,  sale 
price  £20. 


□  Monsoon 

Branches  nationwide 
(0171-3133000).  From  Dec  27. 
Up  to  50  per  cent  off  autumn/ 
winter  collection:  Josephine 
floral  print  long  dress  from 
£70  to  £34.97;  Aran  cardigans, 
from  £60  to  E34-9S;  beaded 
trim  twinsets  from  £39.95  to 
£24.95;  velvet  evening  dress 
from  £85  to  £55. 


□  Mulberry 

41-42  New  Bond  Street ,  Wl 
(0171-491 4323);  185  Brompton 
Road,  SWI  (0171-225 
0313): 23-25 Swinegate.  York 
(01904611055).  From  Dec 
27-Jan  11. .  .  .  - 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
items. 


□  Next 

Three  hundred  branches 

nationwide.  Inquiries  01  la- 
2849424.  From  Dec  27  for 
two  weeks..  ■ 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  most 
hems. 


□  Nougat 

Nougat  at  Fenwicks.  Brent 
Cross  Shopping  Centre  (0J81- 
202 8200):  House  of 
Fraser,  Metro  Centre, 
Gateshead  ( 0191-493 

2424);8innsqf  — 

Middlesbrough  (01642 
246371);  Guilty  by  DffjWh 
Edinburgh  (D13I-4&  8187); 
Great  Clothes  Lid,  leeds 


(0113-2350800)  and  Jill  ■ 
Black.  Barton  Arcade.  -  v 

Manchester  (0161-834 
5160).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
hems.  ■  including  angora 
sweaters,  shantung  silk  shirts 
and  suits,  shift  dresses  and 
belted  jackets. 


□  Karen  M3Ien ' 

Branches  nationwide 
(01622 664032).  From  today. 
Up  to  50  per  cent  off  a  range  of 
classic  jackets,  tops  and  bod¬ 
ies;  30  per  cent  off  selected 
jumpers  and  belts. 


□  Oasis' 

292  itegenf  Street.  W},-and 
branches  nationwide  (0171- 
452  1000).  From  today  until 
end  Jan:-' 

Up  to  50-per  cent  off  selected 
items.  Tan  suede  jacket  from 
£109.99  to  £69.99;  black  leath¬ 
er  jeans  from  £129.99  to 
£69.99;  small  leather  dispatch 
bag  from  £45.99  to  £22.99;' red 
crepe  suit  jacket  was  £89.99. 
sale  price  £59.99.  ‘  . 


□  KingshOl  Mail  Order 
For  copies  of  the  Kingshill  - 
British  Designer  Collections 
catalogue  and  the 
Diffusion  catalogue  (£11  or. 
£10  for  a  subscription,  ■ 
which  is  refunded  if  you  place 
an  order)  call  01494 
890555.  or fax01494 866003. 
Sale  nowon. 

From  now,  30  per  cent  off  all 
designer  styles  in  both  cata¬ 
logues:  from  Jan  2  until  Jan 
20.  the  reductions  win  increase 
to  50  per  cent  and  will  also 
include  a  selection  of  items 
from  the  Christmas  catalogue. 


'□  Paul  Smith 

40-44 Floral  Street,  WC2;  r : 
10  Byard  Lane,  Nottinghain 
(01 15-250 6712); 6668  * 

Bridge-Street, Manchester 
(0161-831 9111).  Inquiries 
OT71-3797133.  Paul  Smith', 
Jeans ,  9-11  Langley  Court , 
WG2.  FromJan  10  at  London 
branches  and 

Nottingham.  From  Jan  4  at 
Manchester. 

Discounts  up  to  30  per  cent  for 
three  weeks. 


□  Prada  ; 

43  Sloane  Street)  SWI 
(0171-2350008).  From  Dec27. 
Up  to  30j>er  cent  off  autumn/ 
winter  collection*.' . 


Q  Ravel 

184-188  Oxford  Street.  Wl 
(0171-436  3126)  and  branches 
nationwide  ( 0171-631  , 

0224/.  Sale  now  on. 

From  25  to  40  per  cent  reduo 
tions.  Suede  loafers  with  snaf¬ 
fle  were  £29.99.  sale  price  £20; 
high-heeled  satin  sandals 
were  £49.99,  sale  price  £29; 
grey  beaded  sarin  high-heeled 
court  shoes  were  £39.99.  sale 
price  £29. 


□  R«i» 

The  Reiss  Building,  114 
King’s  Road,  SW3;  116  Long 
Acre,  WC2; 245 Regents  ; 
Street.  Wl;  and  brunches  in 
Leeds,  Manchester, 

'  Birmingham  and  Glasgow 
(0171-225 4900) JFrom  Dec  . 

27. 

U.I 

;  items. 


□  River  Island 
Branches  nationwide 
(0131-9988822).  From  Dec27. 
Up  to  50  per  cent .  off  a 
selection  of  items.  .*  • 


□  Russell  &  Bromley 
24-25  New  Bond  Street, 
London  Wl;  41  branches^ 
nationwide.  Inquiries 
(0171-629 6903).  From  Dec  20. 
Discounts  from  30-50  percent 
until  mid-January.  .  ...» 


□  Simpson  Piccadilly 
203 Piccadilly.  Wl.  i 

Customer  inquiries  (0800 ,  ; 
288188).  From  Dec  27-Jan  ' 
25. 

Half  price  collection  indudes 
Mandi,  Amanda  Wakdey, 
Louis  Feraud,  Louise  Kenne¬ 
dy,  Synonyme  and  Anton ette. 
Up  to  50  per  cent  off  YSL 
Variation.  Guy  Laroche.  Paul 
Costelloe,  -Fink,  Simpson  Col¬ 
lection,  Betty  Barclay.  Pringle. 
Geiger,.  Weekend  by,.  Max- 
mara  and  Four  Seasons,  In 
addition  there  will  he  an  extra* 
10  per  cent  off  on  Dec  27,.  9- 
10am,  arid  all  day  Dec  29. 


□Tie  Rack 

4S7  Oxford  Street.  Wl;  -7)  , 
Regent  Street.  Wl.  and  . 
branches  nationwide 
(0181-2302333).  From  today 
(London  stores)  arid  Dec  ' 
27  (nationwide)  until  JO/i  26- 
Up  to50  per  cent  off  selected 


items. 


□  Timberfand 

72  New  Bond  Street,  Wl . 

1 0171-495  2139),. Inquiries 
(0345  6699SS).  From  Dec 

27- 

Up  TO  25  per  cent  discount 


□  Wallis  *' 

217  Oxford  Street.  Wl.  and 
branches  nationwide  (018 F 
910 1333 f  Sale  nowon. 


Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
items. 


□  Warehouse 
19-21  Argyll  Street.  Wl 
(0171-437  7101);  75  branches 
nationwide,  inquiries  0171- 
278  3491.  From  Dec  27. 
Discounts  of  up  to  half-price 
on  party  wear,  tailoring  and 
jewellery. 


□  Watches  of 
Switzerland  . 

16  New  Bond  Stiver.  Wl 
(0171-493  5916):  branches 
nationwide  (0171-931 7171). 
From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  a  wide 
range  of  famous  Swiss  watch¬ 
es  including  Tag  Heuer.  Ome¬ 
ga,  Breitling,  Longines  and 
EbeL  Men's  bi-colour  Omega 
bracelet  watch  was  £995,  sale 
price  £497;  men’s  steel  and 
yellow  metal  Breitling  Chro¬ 
nological  was  £2365.  sale 
price  £1.773.75;  ladies*  titani¬ 
um  Conquest  bracelet  watch 
was  £695,  sale  price  £347. 


□Whistles  .  '  * 

12-14  St  Christopher's 
Place.  Wl,  and  branches 
nationwide  (0171-1874484). 
From  Dec  27. 

FYom  25  to  50  per  cent  off 
selected  items. 


HOMES 


□The  Conran  Shop 
Michetin  House,  81 
•Fulham  Road,  SW3  (OI7J-589 
7401).  From  Jan  4  for  two 
weeks  or  while  stocks  last 
Reductions  of  30  per  cent  on 
ex-display  upholstery  and  fur¬ 
niture.  Generous  reductions 
discontinued  ranges 


on 


throughout  the-  shop.  Bar¬ 
gains  in  damaged  goods  and 
samples. 


□  David  MdJor 
4  Sloane  Square.  SWI 
(0171-7304259).  FromJan  4- 
18. 

Ten  per  cent  discount  on  all 
standard  merchandise,  20  per 
cent  discount  on  most  ranges 
of  David  Mellor  cutlery  and 
up  to  90  per  cent  discount  on 
s tightly  damaged  or  shop- 
soiled  merchandise. 


□  Designers  Guild  Store 
267 King's  Road,  SW3  . 
(0171-2437300).  FromJan  11- 
25. 

Discounts  on  fabric,  uphol¬ 
stery.  bedlinen,  wallpaper, 
tableware  and  accessories. 


□  Designers  Guild 
Warehouse 

6  RelavRoad,  Ariel  Way  off 
Wood  Lane,  W12.  FromJan 
18-26.  (Sale  hotline:  0171-243 
7343.)  .  .. 

Only  fabric  and  waJlpaper  are 
available  at  the  Warehouse. 


□  Divertimenti 

45-47 U'igmore  Street,  Wl  ■ 
(017I-93S 0689): 39-41  Fulham 
Road,  SW3  (0171-581 
8065).  FromJan  11-25.  • 

Fifty  per  cent  discount  on 
Qufrnper  traditional  band- 
painted  Breton  china  and  40 
per  cent  off.  *  Klluvuit 
Whiteware.  Also  bargains  on 
slight  seconds. 


□  General  Trading 

Company 

144  Sloane  Street,  SWI 
(0171-7300411);  JOArgyle 
Street,  Bath  (01225' 

461507);  2-4  Dyer  Street. 
Cirencester  (01285 652314). 
FromJan4-25. 

Reductions  of  up  to  50  per  cent 
on  merchandise  throughout 
shop,  induding  San.  Marco 
range  of  Italian  ceramics. 


□Graham  &  Green  : 

4, 7  and  10  Elgin  Crescent, 
WJ1  (0171-7274594).  FromJan 
3-31. 

Wrought-iron  three-seater 
sofa  complete  with  cushions 
reduced  from  £1337  to  half- 
price,  and  a  Dutdipine  ward1 
robe  reduced  by  £300  to  £465; 
25  per  cent  off  all  kilims,  rugs 
and  runners:  20  per  cent  off 
Davenport  china  seconds. 


□  Habitat 

Fortv  stores  nationwide 
(Q64S 334433).  FromDec27. 
Furniture:  50  per  cent  saving 


V. 


on  metal/Forraica-topped 
folding  regatta  table  in  blue 
and  lip  to  30  per  cent  off  sofas 
made  to  order  in  any  fabric 
30  per  cent  off  Border  bedlinen 
and  20  per  cent  off  Matarang 
5ft  metal  bed.  Kitchenware  50 
per  cent  off  Fruit  Garden 
embossed  dinnerware  range 
and  50  per  cent  off  Somerset 
glassware  range. 


selected  bedlinen.  reductions 
on  all  upholstered  furniture 
orders  and  up  to  50  pc  cent  off 
selected  decorative  accesso¬ 
ries,  ceramics,  lighting,  lamp¬ 
shades,  glassware  and  gift 


items. 


D  Heals 

196  Tottenham  Court 
Road .  W); 234 King’s  Road, 
SW3;Tunsgate, 

Guildford,  Surrey  (0171-636 
1666).  From  Dec  27-Jan  19. 
Reductions  in. ail  departments 
with  up  to  20  per  cent  off  most 
normal  stock  dining  tables, 
chairs,  occasional  tables  and 
upholstery;  30  per  cent  off 
selected  cookware,  canteens  of 
cutlery  and  clear  glass  vases; 
50  per  cent  off  discontinued 
linens  and  all  basketware  at 
Tottenham  Court  Road. 


□  Jerrys  Home  Store 
163  Fulham  Road,  SVV3 
(0171-581 0909);  57  Heath 
Street.  Hampstead,  NW3 
(0171-794 8622);  The  Bemall 
Centre,  Kingston  upon 
Thames,  southwest  London 
(0181-549 5393);  Home  on 
Four,  Harvey  Nichols, 
Knightsbridge.  SWI  (0171- 
245 6251).  From  Dec  27  ( today 
in  Kingston).  Smart  Buys 
start  on  Jan  8  until  end  Feb. 
Fifty  per  cent  off  selected  items 
including  linen  throw's  from 
£75  to  £37.50  and  one  third  off 
other  items  such  as  Signum 
Swedish  stainless  steel  cutlery 
and  selected  kitchen  gadgets. 


□  Porves  &  Purves 
SO-81  and  83  Tottenham 
Court  Road,  Wl  (0171-580 
8223).  From  Dec28-Jan 
22. 

Up  to  40  per  cent  off  ex-display 
furniture.  10  per  cent  off  any 
single  item  oyer  £500  and  50 
per  cent  off  discontinued  lines 
of  accessories. 


□  The  Holding  Company 
243-245  King’s  Road,  SW3 
(1 0171-352 1600;  mail  order 
0171-610 9160).  From  Dec 
27-Jan  II. 

Ten  per  cent  off  all  chrome 
racking  and  Alpha  shelving 
systems;  20  .  per  cent  off  all 
canvas  storage  products,  fab¬ 
ric-covered  botes  and  child¬ 
ren’s  plastic  storage  items. 


□  Jane  Churchfll 
151  Sloane  Street.  SWI 
(0171-730  9847);  Liberty. 

Regent  Street.  Wl  (0171- 
734 1234);  3A  Christopher 
Place.  St  Albans. 
Hertfordshire  (01727860293): 
13-Fitzroy  Street, 

Cambridge  <0 1223 3232 J1 ). 
From  Dec  27  in  Liberty 
and from  Dec  28  in  other 
stores.  ■ 

Twentjf-five  per  cent  off  sel¬ 
ected  imperfect  fabrics  and 
wallpapers.  30  per  cent  off 


□  Paperchase 

213 Tottenham  Court 
Road,  Wl,  plus  II  other 
shops  nationwide; for 
nearest  branch:  0171-580 
8496.  From  Dec  27  to  end 
Jan. 

One  third  off  selected  Christ¬ 
mas  stock.  Also  knockdown 
prices  on  some  summer  furn¬ 
iture  lines,  including  chairs, 
candlesticks,  vases,  stacking 
boxes  and  rugs.  Large 
sea  grass  woven  rug  is  reduced 
to  £5. 


□  The  Source 

26-40 Kensington  High 
Street.  WS  (0171-93S  2626); 
Lakeside  Retail  Park. 

West  Thurrock.  Essex  (OI70S 
8902531: 10  Harbour 
Parade,  Southampton  (01703 
336141).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
lines.  Egyptian  cotton  duvet 
set  from  £19.95  to  £9.95; 
Ashma  bedspread  from  £35.95 
to  £17.95;  double  patchwork 
quilts  were  £79.95,  sale  price 
£39.95:  single  patchwork 
quilts  were  £69.95.  sale  price 
£34.95;  Horrocks  bath  sheets 
were  £1030.  sale  price  £8.40; 
Horrocks  hand  towels  were 
£330.  sale  price  £180. 


man,  woman  nor  child  to 
stand  in  her  way.  In  order  to 
avoid  massively  long  queues 
and  the  unbelievably  sharp 
Frisian  elbow,  ii  is  therefore 
worth  trying  io  get  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  the  "soldes  privfcr,  the 
private  sales  to  which  press 
and  valued  customers  are 
invited  and  which  take  place  a 
day  or  two  before  Ihe  general 
sale.  Call  the  shop  in  advance 
to  check  on  the  date  of  private 
sales. 

Traditionally  the  Paris  sales 
begin  just  after  the  new  year, 
bui  some  shops  now  start 
reducing  prices  before  Christ¬ 
mas,  while  others  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  squeeze  the  full  price 
our  of  their  customers  until  Ihe 
veiy  last  week  of  January. 

Here  is  a  quick  guide  to 
some  of  the  most  sought-after 
Paris  sales: 


□  Hermes 

24  Faubourg  St  Honors, 
75008  (40 1747 17).  FromJan 
20. 

If  you  are  prepared  to  queue, 
the  coveted  Hermes  silk  scarf 
can  be  snatched  up  at  half- 
price  during  the  sale. 


□  Chanlal  Thomass 

I  Rue  Vivienne.  75001  {45 
44  07  52).  From  Jan  2. 
Beautiful  silk  lingerie  reduced 
by  up  to  50  per  cent. 


□  Bonpoint 

65  Rue  de  TUniversiti. 

75007: 15RueRovale.  75008 
(47050909).  FromJan  7 
Chic  children's  shop  and  the 
home  of  traditional  smocked 
dresses  for  girls  and  sailor 
suits  for  boys:  reductions  from 
30-50  per  cent. 


□  Gaieties  Lafayette 
40  Boulevard  Haussmann. 
75009  (42 S2  34  56).  From 
today. 


□  White  House 
5/  New  Bond  Street,  Wl 
1 0171-6293521 ).  Dec  29 
preview:  sale  Jan  2  for  two 
weeks. 

fifteen  per  cent  off  all  stock  in 
all  departments;  20  percent  off 
women’s  fashions  with  some 
merchandise  reduced  by  up  to 
50  percent. 


□  The  Pier 

Stores  nationwide ;  for 
nearest  branch: 0171-6377001. 
From  Dec  27-Jan  19. 

Price  reductions  range  from 
20  to  50  per  cenL  including 
Shaker  dining  chair  in  green 
reduced  from  £75  to  E59. 
Savannah  wicker  furniture  20 
per  cent  off  and  Ticking  Stripe 
blue  and  white  porcelain  25 
per  cent  off. 


PARIS 


If  you  are  considering  taking 
advantage  of  the  Eurostar  £69 
day-return  to  Paris  (which 
begins  today  and  runs  to 
January  10)  to  brave  the 
French  sales  this  year,  bear  in 
mind  that  the  Parisian  shop¬ 
per  is  a  determined  and  occa¬ 
sionally  vicious  opponent 
who,  when  in  pursuit  of  a 
bargain,  will  permit  neither 


□  Printemps 
64  Boulevard  Haussmann. 
75009  (42  85  S6  87).  From 
Jan  2. 

“Les  grands  magasins”  pro¬ 
vide  easy  one-stop  shopping 
with  an  excellent  selection  of 
designer  fashion  for  men  and 
women,  plus  household  items 
such  as  bedlinen  and  towels. 
The  sale  at  Galeries  Lafayette 
has  reductions  up  to  30  per 
cent.  The  sale  ar  Printemps 
promises  reductions  on  men 
and  women's  clothing  and 
household  items  ranging  from 
30-40  per  cent. 


□  Maud  Frizon 
S3  Rue  des  Saints-Peres, 

75006  (422206  93).  Sale  now 
on. 

The  price  tags  on  Maud 
Frizon’s  beautiful  hand-made 
shoes  have  been  reduced  by  30 
per  cent. 


□  ChristianDior 
30 Avenue  Montaigne. 

75008  {40  73  54  44).  From  Jan 

6. 


□  Nina  Ricci 
39  Avenue  Montaigne. 

75008  (49 52  59 66).  From  Jan 
3. 

Designer  irems  at  vastly  re¬ 
duced  prices.  Bath  shops  offer 
up  to  50  per  cent  reductions. 


□  Le  Bon  March* 

22  Rue  du  Sevres.  75007 
(44 39 SO 00).  FromJan 2-18. 
Prices  at  the  elegant  Left  Bank 
department  store  will  be 
marked  down  by  up  to  50  per 
cent  on  selected  items. 


•  Information  correct  ar  time 
of  going  to  press.  Dates  and 
reductions  may  change  at 
short  notice.  Please  check  with 
specific  shops  before  making  a 
special  trip. 


•  Additional  research  by  Alex 
Wijeratne  and  Susan  Bell. 


SHARPS 

b  e  d  r  o  o  m  s 


JANUARY 


SALE 


It’s  the  Sharps  Bedrooms  January  Sale! 

In  the  biggest  sale  of  the  year  all 
84  bedroom  styles  and  finishes  are 
available  at  HALF  PRICE.  Sharps  are 
the  UK's  No.  1  fitted  bedroom  company,  making  every  bedroom  individually. 


with  craftsman  precision,  maximising 
the  storage  space  available  in  your 
bedroom.  And  with  over  200  Sharps 
showrooms  right  across  the  UK  there’s 
one  near  you.  So  visit  Sharps  this  week  and  start  the  New  Year  in  style. 


VISIT  YOUR  NEAREST  SHOWROOM  OR  PHONE  FREE  0800  789  789 
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Leaning  stones  of 
Avebury  fenced  off 
to  protect  public 


By  Robin  Young 

TWO  of  the  boulders  in  the 
neolithic  stone  circle  at  Ave¬ 
bury  in  Wiltshire  have  been 
fenced  off  for  fear  that  they 
might  topple  over  and  flatten 
some  unwary  tourist. 

The  National  Trust,  which 
owns  die  site,  the  largest  such 
drde  in  Europe,  is  holding 
talks  with  English  Heritage 
and  structural  engineers  to 
find  a  way  of  ensuring  that  the 
20-tonne  stones,  a  pair  in 
Avebury’s  Northern  Inner 
Circle  jointly  known  as  The 
Cove,  are  safe.  It  is  feared  that 
the  number  of  visitors  to 
Avebury,  now  approaching 
500.000  a  year,  has  so  eroded 
the  stones'  surrounds  that 
their  stability  is  threatened. 

The  Cove  is  dose  to  Ave¬ 
bury’s  pub,  the  Red  Lion, 
whose  landlord,  Pat  McCann, 
said:  "From  our  point  of  view 
it  is  a  good  thing  that  the 
National  Trust  are  taking 
proper  precautions." 

Some  of  the  original  stones 
have  been  removal,  for  build¬ 
ing  purposes  or  other  reasons, 
in  past  centuries  and  an  at 
least  one  occasion  someone 
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has  been  killed  by  one  which 
fell.  When  a  stone  was  lifted 
during  archaeological  excava¬ 
tions  at  the  site  earlier  this 
century,  the  diggers  found  the 
remains  of  a  Hth  century  hair¬ 
dresser  underneath. 

The  man,  whose  date  and 
occupation  woe  deduced  from 
the  coins  and  belongings  in  his 
pockets,  was  carrying  what 
remain  Europe’s  oldest  known 
pair  of  scissors,  oow  on  dis¬ 
play  in  the  Avebuty  museum. 
U  is  supposed  the  man  had 
been  helping  fellow  villagers 
in  an  attempt  to  move  or  re¬ 
erect  the  stone  when  it  fell  on 
top  of  him. 

Other  giant  stones  in  the 
5,000-year-old  Avebury  com- 


Forsyth  orders 
report  into  sixth 
suicide  at  jail 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


MICHAEL  FORSYTH  yester¬ 
day  demanded  a  full  report 
into  the  sixth  suicide  by  a 
prisoner  in  15  months  at  a 
highly  criticised  women's  jail 
in  Scotland. 

Yvonne  Gilmour,  22.  was 
found  dead  in  her  cell  at 
Comton  Vale  prison  in  Stir¬ 
ling,  where  she  was  serving  a 
three-month  sentence  for 
assault,  shoplifting  and 
breach  of  the  peace.  The 
prison  has  been  at  the  centre 
of  controversy  since  a  highly ' 
critical  report,  published  earli¬ 
er  this  year,  condernmed  con¬ 
ditions  for  inmates.  !  ’ 

The  body  of  Miss  Gilmour, 
from  Glasgow,  was  found  in 
her  cell  at  11pm  on  Christmas 
Eve.  Prison  staff  are  treating 
her  death  as  suicide.  As  Lab¬ 
our  and  liberal  Democrat 
politicians  demanded  action  to 
deal  with  problems  at  the 
prison,  the  Scottish  Secretary 
said  he  had  asked  for  a  full 
report  into  the  incident  from 
the  chief  executive  of  the 
Scottish  Prison  Service.  Mr 
Forsyth  added:  “There  will  be 
a  fatal  accident  inquiry  and  I 
will  be  inviting  the  chief 
executive  to  discuss  with  ray- 
self  and  die  prisons  minister 
the  situation  at  Comton  Vale." 

Kate  Donegan,  a  former 
deputy  inspector  of  prisons  in 
Scotland,  became  governor  of 
the  prison  four  months  ago. 
She  was  co-author  of  the 
highly  critical  report  by  the 
Scottish  prisons  inspectorate 
on  Comton  Vale.  Her  appoint¬ 
ment  followed  the  publication 
earlier  in  the  year  of  the  report 
by  the  Chief  Inspector  of 


Prisons  in  Scotland.  The  re¬ 
port  said  staff  had  struggled  to 
deal  with  an  influx  of  prison¬ 
ers  with  drug  problems.  It 
highlighted  conditions  in  the 
remand  wing  of  the  jail  where 
threequarters  of  die  women 
were  on  medical  or  suidde 
observation.  The  proportion 
had  at  times  been  as  high  as  93 
percent 

Clive  Fairweather,  the  chief 
inspector,  wrote  of  life  on  the 
remand  wing:  “The  conditions 
.  in  this  wing  were  not  unlike  a 
'mixture  between  a  casualty 
'..clearing  station  and  a  psychi¬ 
atric  ward.  -  Many  {inmates] 
were  frail  and  undernour¬ 
ished.  They  were  a  pathetic, 
demoralised  and  inadequate 
group  of  women  to  see  and 
talk  to." 

His  report  found  that  the 
total  number  of  medical  pre¬ 
scriptions  for  the  prison,  de¬ 
signed  to  hold  220  women, 
was  2,670  in  October  1993, 
3.198  a  year  later  and  5,528  in 
October  last  year. 

Among  the  25  recommenda-  j 
tions  in  his  report  Mr  Fair- 
weather  called  for  more  use  of 
community  service  orders  to 
cut  the  number  of  women 
arriving  at  Comton  Vale  with 
drug  problems. 

The  Scottish  Prison  Service 
said  that  much  improvement 
had  been  made  at  Comton 
Vale  to  make  life  for  inmates 
better  and  help  those  nidi 
drug  problems.  A  spokesman 
said  moves  were  in  place  to 
improve  the  management 
structure  at  Comton  Vale  and 
a  dear  plan  was  now  being 
developed. 


Lanes  Ireland  wearing  a  helmet  included  in  the  sale 

Sale  of  gems  from 
motorsport’s  magpie 


MOST  racing  drivers  collect 
mementoes  as  they  travel 
around  the  world  but  rarely 
as  compulsiweiy  as  the  late 
lanes  Ireland.  The  driver 
was  a  magpie  about  his  sport, 

keeping  thousands  of  photo¬ 
graphs,  letters,  racing  over¬ 
alls  and  helmets,  and  even 
pictures  of  some  of  his  spec¬ 
tacular  crashes. 

His  archive,  induding  the 
personal  photograph  album 
of  Mike  Hawthorn,  Britain’s 
first  world  champion,  will  be 
sold  by  his  family  in  Febru¬ 
ary  at  Sotheby's  in  London. 

Hawthorns  photographs 
came  Into  Ireland's  posses¬ 
sion  through  his  third  wife, 
lean  Howarth,  who  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  Hawthorn  when  he 
was  killed  In  a  car  crash. 
Ireland  died  of  cancer  in 
1993.  aged  63.  When  he 


retired  from  racing  in  1967 
one  of  the  first  to  wish  him 
weD  was  Roy  John  James,  the 
Great  Train  robber  and  ama¬ 
teur  racing  driver  who  was  in 
Parkhurst  prison  on  the  Isle 
of  Wight  The  elegant  script 
says:  " Junes,  may  I  say  bow 
sonry  I  am  to  read  of  ytmr 
retirement  from  radng  and 
in  my  opinion  it  should  be  the 
other  way  about  racing 
needs  more  like  yon.  With  the 
very  best  of  luck— though  it* 
not  half  as  exciting." 

The  archive  indudes  per¬ 
sonal  photographs  of  his 
friend  Graham  HiD  and  a 
cartoon  Christmas  card  from 
the  HIBs  showing  Graham 
dressed  as  Santa  hot  with  the 
London  Rowing  Club  col- 
oars  aroand  his  hat  There 
are  also  cards  signed  by 
Fangio  and  Bruce  McLaren. 


pi  ex  are  known  to  have  fallen 
without  warning.  In  1713  the 
third  stone  in  The  Cove  col¬ 
lapsed:  a  stone  in  the  West 
Kennet  Avenue  HI  in  1889; 
and  one  of  Jthe  two  Longstones 
tumbled  in  1911.  On  none  of 
those  occasions  was  anyone 
hurt. 

Experts  became  concerned 
last  week  about  the  two  stones, 
which  have  now  been  fenced 
off.  after  studying  antiquaries' 
drawings  made  by  William 
Stukeley,  an  amateur  archae¬ 
ologist  in  the  1720s.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  angle  at  which 
both  the  huge,  coffin-shaped 
blocks  were  leaning  had  in¬ 
creased  noticeably  since 
Stuketeys  drawings  were 
done. 

Chris  Gingell,  the  archaeol¬ 
ogist  who  manages  the  site  for 
the  National  Trust,  said:  The 
present  measures  have  been 
prompted  by  the  possible 
threat  posed  by  the  stones  to 
the  safety  of  the  public.  We 
simply  do  not  know  if  these 
stones  are  about  to  fall,  but  we 
cannot  rake  any  risk." 

Mr  Gingell  said  the  stones 
leant  "quite  remarkably"  and 
that  the  angle  was  more  acute 
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It  is  feared  that  the  increase  in  tourism  at  Avebury  is  so 


now  than  in  a  range  of 
drawings  and  photographs 
made  in  the  past  100  years. 
Engineers  believe  that  Ave¬ 
bury’s  stability  may  have  been 
disturbed  over  the  centuries 
by  building  and  demolition 
work  around  the  stones, 
whose  circular  pattern  passes 
through  the  village  of  Avebury 


itself.  Unofficial  excavations 
and  treasure-hunting  may 
also  have  played  a  part.  . 

It  is  thoughr  that  most  of  the 
movement  in  the  tall  stones 
has  taken  place  over  the 
present  century.  Mr  Gingell 
said  that,  for  the  present, 
secure  fencing  would  keep  .the 
public  at  a  safe  distance  from 
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The  Cove,  but  he  did  hot  know 
what  measures  might  be  taken 
in  the  long  taro.  The  possibili¬ 
ties  include  setting  the  stones 
in  concrete,  a  method  used  at 
the  site  earlier  this  century  fay 
the  -  archaeologist  Alexander 
Keifler. 

Dr  Kate  Reiden,  secretary 
of  die  Avebury  Society,  said 


is  threatened 


yesterday:  “It  is  a  good  thing 
tte  Trust  has  spotted  this  in 
time.  If  it  is  the  case  that  these 
stones  are  dangerous,  then 
something  has  to  be  done." 

ffhp  National  Trust  this  year 
paidil5,000tohave  the  stones 
in-die  West  Kennet  Avenue' 
cleaned  after  they,  were 
daubed  with  pagan  symbols. 


By  Robin  Young  t 

POLICE  were  awaiting,  the 
result  yesterday  of  a  post- 
mortem  examination  on  a  17- 
yearold  schoolboy  who  col¬ 
lapsed  and  died  after  drinking 
beer  with  friends. 

Christian  Devon  was  driven 
home  by  a  friend's  father  after 
mm  plaining  that  be  felt  sick. 
He  collapsed  after  arriving  at 
i  his  family’s  home  in  Whitley, 
[  near  Meflcshaxn,  Wiltshire, 

cariyonMonday  morning. 

■  He  had  gone  drinking  with 
his  friend,  Ian  tucker,  in 
Melksham  on  Sunday,  but 
was  driven  borne  after  being 
side  in  the  town  centre  and 
complaining  of  a  sore  throat. 
When  he 'arrived  home  he 
collapsed  in  front  of  his  par¬ 
ents.  His  father,  James  Devon, 
46,  dialled  999  while  Mrs 
Devon  attempted  mouth-to- 
mouth  resuscitation. 

Yesterday  Wiltshire  police 
said  a  post-mortem  examina¬ 
tion  would  be  held,  “it  is  a 
mystery  why  such  a  young, 
healthy  lad  should  leave  died 
so  suddenly." 

Christian  had  been  study¬ 
ing  for  an  A  level  in  mathe¬ 
matics  and  a  GNVQ  in 
business  studies  at  George 
Ward  school,  Melksham. 


SAVE  £150 

ON  THIS  HOME  CINEMA  PACKAGE 


HOTPOUfT 

ttoosmwAsmai 


StXMDOO  wasbloBd 

Aquarius  wash  s^tan 
20  proqrammoa/TfiHioBt’  economy 
wastVrm-ttash,  Modal  WM2SP 
wj*  £399^9  prwjoudy  £49959 


CRUSADER  newsae  actor  tumble  dryer 

Mtodrytogtoad  1  ttuBR 

2 drains tempantwas  rW>pn  Hn 

Final  cod  turafcte  *|fy”  KLi 


I  '!'•<  1  SAVE 

E£a£i50 


Uytf  37317  I 

was  FI 29 .89  previously  £189.99  M22HE 

TRICnYBBSHX  • _ 

lOOOSFMWASratDRVBt  IMIl'Zr 
6QO-1QOQ  VWtaU*  opto  ««. 

.1  Oto  wash  toadffito  drying  toad  rMUiMl 
15  propammnsAtelf  toad  opdan  *  *jUywl 
FSnae  and  WO,  Model  CWOl  010  JZ—J.  1 
was  041959  pwriousiy  £0959  ■Ww 

ZANUSSi  RIU.  SHE  DtSHWA90 

AqutMM  wadi  systsn  - 

12  place  aaMngM  ptusuniuts 
Untqua  ‘MiMrack’  basket  '  -«« 

a<%jstmant  systam/4  wash  .  p  MMM 
tempwaaras,  UodetDW927  *fl|V 
was0*»59p*wtously  £51959 


SAVE  £100 

ON  THIS  NICAM  STEREO  TELEVISION 


SAVE  UP  TO  £130 

ON  REFRIGERATION 


LEC  4JQBDSSCUFT 


cur  NCW  PAY  6  MONTHS  l£Tt 

SAVE 

CI00 

■V  j-f  INCIUOESTV  VIOEO  STAND 

SAVE  £30 

ON  THIS  NICAM  STEREO  VIDEO 


EXCLUSIVE  TO  COMET 


ZANUSSi  4-3  GROSS  CU-FT  UPRIGHT  FRHZER 
4  tocer  corrpartmants 
4  Mazer  ralkigfFact  (mesa 

tKSty/MI)uaU)to  temoatat 
RewentbtB  dooc  Modal  ZVC45 
waa  £25959  pmvfcuiy  £29959 

HOTPOMT t2j0  GROSS  CUIT  FROSPFRffi 


Bur  NOW  PAY 

SAVE 

c130 

BRITAIN'S  EEST  SELLING 
FROST-TREE  FFIDGC  FREEZER 


72  cuJT  tdb  fridge  capacity 
4S.cuft  9cas  tmaor  cap 
Automatic  todgadetoat 
Fast  freaaB  fxJXyf2  niad 
Modal  B96PMBTRAL  PI 


SAVE  UP  TO  £250 

ON  COOKERS 


<269” 


S  SAVE 

£30 


LOWER  THAN  SALE 
PRICE  -  3  DAYS  ONLY  I 


iwaaiubJ 


SAVE  £50 

ON  THIS  CAMCORDER 


BUY  NOW  PAY  1998’ 
■  ■*  T 1  «  SAVE 

£50 

EXCLUSIVE  TO  COMET 


SAVE  £10 

ON  THIS  BT  CORDLESS  PHONE 


MONTHS  LATER’ 

SAVE 


STOVES  GA5C00KB1 
600mm  wMWSpark  Ipttan 
Separate  oriVEasy  to  dean 
enamel  anotVBracs  haraJes  rjW” 
EttnpL  Modal  RVMOESOOWL  I 
GREEN,  was  2479^9 


SAVE 

E80 

F.XCLUSIUL  TO  COMET 


SAVE  UP  TO  50% 

ON  CLEANERS 


SAVE  UP  TO  £170 

ON  HI-FI  SYSTEMS 


1 1 


PIONEER  comniim  I 

70  wad»  RUS  power  oqwlMMFMl 
dtfui  bmd2<  tadi  pregrBnindaa  \ 
Cd7faMN-460Gma8SL99  1 

£3£lBfle  sak  E349JS 


15  ■ 

-  M  L°wrft  THAN  SALE  , 
^3 PRICE  -  3  DAYS  ONLY] 
T  X 


caawt»dacWBBUKJt»cormd  •K*.  BBSIE 

5099  boost,  Model  FWT8  [  ClftfL99  K  LT, 

W4*  £21959  pr«vioustv  £38939  I  IF'  HFL 


PANASONIC  U>fBGHT  CLEANER 
'7S0 amts auettan power  _ ___  TMpH 

Ornboata  tooto/WMMo-wal  1 «  f  »1  j 

cmtngtAutomaac carpet- type 

aqusteTIXtftas’ftr  indicator  jAaij 

Model  MCE44-1.  «w  £1SB5S  E23S3I23EE3Sd 
jEUE6tROLUX  wtPEnwatuwtfQtriaewBt 


Ictoenmgfiactevarhande  fuStM-Krt1 

■  and  star  dealing  hose  B  f 

|  Model  T48Q.  was  D4959  1 

*  .!■  ii  i  t zmaaa wywat-E 


M>  £21959  {Bmrtou5ly  E389B9  1  uWW  MmJJ 

.IaIWA 

rAVMK/ijv  GtalQl  arw  I 

SwnapreSS-™ 
tent -aunifld  sound  ■ 

HkHSko!  PWf  J  Vtl  >  If;1’ 

E3W59  wig  Q2959  WaUASBAuiiUJtSj 

enaiv 

WWKAYCOMIDI  HHt 

.ftJtoflfcCiTOBtdBck^-WBy  WIT 

Model  Ntt5  £  A  Aik  oo  i  _ 

was  £<8959  prwtoudy  £39950  Tl# 


For  real  peace  of  mind,  a  single  premium  payment  guarantees  five  years’  comprehensive.  Choose  from  a  wWerange  of  ex-dtepfefc  shop  \ 

.  cover  against  product  breakdown.  If,  after  live  years,  you've  made  no  claim.  soiled  and  refurbished  products,  all  aticlearout  V* 

_ •  you  can  get  all  your  warranty  money  back  in  fullf _  prices.  AM  guaranteed for  12  tnoAis  I  Iff 

ngcoigTnacEi>aaMBinMiai>hicBi«-»iwiwa»«ae»  wiwnvaKiSai.jeaar.  TEnMi-awWfLBnUwcMiflnopaaas  p—«Hn.fT4Niam»w»-»- — .  ..  ■  -  n—  iintiTifa - 

pqwtutP  ucnwytiwmevpimabiEMsiv  totaaHim.ctrH  Bwtm1i»l—’BT«wiiimii»»R»WBguca?aMnnmaMaMA»^«i»aniiii  e_.  j— - Mcmrntma m mi 

n.<£K mcNn omnia n« ncmMicaatsajni on dtonAdv  msm  Wc*«4r.MBiilhMGiaiM. •%U>lHnliBi<IM(avWinRMa*>B*vD>CM|Bl|g|b'eIamnawiipTJli£iiifeBMMiHnBd 

MfROinr  a*. b by rcfencaoiL  ItaWn)  ot,  0WaunlM::mUxii>«taqata9t|iL  niW  n  r.  ——— — . — r-r--Tiratl  Oi  rHi  linlNiiillill  nll-T^Hiinumn  if 

n.uminNxw»Mw^ww!T9iwmB  — —  „  , — irum r>Mi im»w% miaiint n^r~— i Tim  f  -rmtiiiwii 


to*  e  sis*  •»  la  a 


___  ymeoMET 

itfjX  WMoimsB 

w»ofcr«nJtboQ^ofa 

tSSm^Pius) QXQFiWEBBWIffi 


Tv:r:^ 


i 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  261996 


HOME  NEWS  9 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 


NEXT  month  a  camera 
lowered  into  the  deep  waters 
off  the  Sooth  Island  of  New 
Zealand  may  at  last  trade  the 
giant  squid  to  its  lair. 

Up  to  60ft  long,  with  a 
complex  brain,  eyes  as  big  as 
dinner  plates  and  a  powerful 
parrot-tike  beak,  the  giant 
squid  is  the  largest  unknown 
animal  oh  Earth.  Although 


more  than  100  of  the  creatures 
have  washed  up  on  beaches, 
or  been  caught  in  fishermen's 
nets,  nobody  has  ever  seen, 
wie  alive  in  its  natural  setting, 
3,000  feet  below  the  surface  of 
the  ocean. 

“It's  a  staggering  phenome¬ 
non  that  this  big  animal  exists 
and  we  don't  know  much 
about  it,"  said  Dr  Clyde 
Roper,  of  the  Smithsonian 
National  Museum  of  Natural 
History  in  Washington.  Dr 


Roper  is  the  leader  of  the 
expedition  and  the  Captain 
Ahab  of  the  giant  squid, 
pursuing  it  without  success 
for  many  years. 

He  hoped  originally  to  raise 
enough  money  to  hire  a 
submersible  and  plunge 
down  in  pursuit  of  the  giant 
squid,  or  Architeuthis.  but 
eventually  had  to  settle  for  a 
cheaper  option,  lowering  a 
robotically  controlled  camera 
in  an  attempt  to  capture  at 
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least  a  glimpse  of  the  creature. 
If  this  proves  a  success,  a 
second  expedition  may  follow 
in  1998,  with  a  submersible. 
The  search  site,  off  Kaikoura. 
has  been  chosen  because  sev¬ 
eral  giant  squid  have  been 
netted  there  in  recent  years 
and  it  is  a  favourite  area  for 
sperm  whales,  which  live  on 
squid. 

Dr  Roper  said  more  was 
known  about  long-extinct  di¬ 
nosaurs  than  about  giant 
squid.  Nobody  knew  how 
they  behaved,  how  and  what 
they  hunted,  how  they  repro¬ 
duced,  or  even  which  way  up 
—  head  up  or  head  down  — 
they  hung  in  the  water.  The 
giant  squid  has  been  a  staple 
of  fiction  since  the  days  of 
Homer,  whose  description  of 
the  sea  monster  Scyila,  in  The 
-  Odyssey,  may  have  been 
based  on  Architeutis,  as  may 
the  mythical  Scandinavian 
kraken,  a  sea  monster  be¬ 
lieved  to  dwell  off  Norway. 

In  Moby  Dick,  Herman 
Melville  portrayed  “a  vast 
pulpy  mass  ...  innumerable 
long  arms  radiating  from  its 
centre,  curling  and  twisting 
like  a  nest  of  anacondas,  as  u 
blindly  to  catch  at  any  hapless 
object  within  reach”. 

The  fascination  has  contin¬ 
ued  to  the  modem  day.  fed  by 
ignorance.  Peter  Benchley, 
author  of  Jaws,  turned  to  the 
giant  squid  in  his  1991  book 
The  Beast,  now  made  into  a 
television  mini-series,  the  first 
part  of  whfch-will  be  shown 
on  ITV  at  9pnr  tonight 
Benchley  wall  be  part  of  Dr 
Roper!£  ^gpCdition,  *  along 
with  Emory  Kristof,  a  photog¬ 


Kayleigh  Ward:  missing 


Missing 

schoolgirl 


call  home 


By  Richard  Ford 


THE  search  for  missing 
schoolgirl  Kay  lei  gh  Ward  will 
resume  today.  Kayleigh.  aged 
nine,  has  not  been  seen  since 
she  left  a  hostel  where  she 
lived  with  her  mother  to  buy 
some  chips  for  a  neighbour  a 
week  ago. 

Detective  Superintendent 
David  Jones,  leading  the  in¬ 
quiry,  said  yesterday:  “Quite 
honestly.  I  think  somebody 
has  her  —  not  perhaps  against 
her  will  She  may  well  be  quite 
happy  to  be  with  them.- 

Police  have  scaled  down 
their  hum  for  the  "streetwise” 
child,  who  confidently  chatted 
with  vagrants  and  tramps  in 
Chester  city  centre  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  Instead  of  a  team  of 
170,  a  squad  of  -JO  officers 
were  involved  in  the  search 
yesterday,  concentrating  on 
specific  areas  in  response  to 
information  from  the  public. 

Mr  Jones  appealed  to  any¬ 
one  who  might  nave  Kayleigh 
to  allow  her  to  ring  home  and 
speak  to  her  mother.  Yvonne 
Ward.  36,  spent  Christmas 
Day  at  the  hostel  in  Chester, 
the  CD  player  she  had 
planned  to  give  her  daughter 
unopened.  She  failed  to  raise 
tbealarm  ova-  her  daughter 
until  Friday  night  in  die 
mistaken  belief  that  she  had 
gate  to  stay  with  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  in  Chester. 
Shesaid:“This  is  a  nightmare. 
Wejusthaven’tslept,  can’t  eat 
But  ifs  not  her.  She  wouldn't 
do  this  to  me.” 


rapher  from  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  magazine,  and  Teddy 
Tucker,  a  monster  enthusiast 
from  Bermuda 

Until  the  end  of  the  18th 
century,  any  giant  squid 
washed  ashore  were  towed 
out  to  sea  to  be  dumped,  or 
were  fed  to  dogs.  Since  then, 
scientists  have  been  collecting 
specimen ts  more  systemati¬ 
cally.  not  only  from  beaches 
and  nets,  but  also  from  the 
stomachs  of  whales. 

Virtually  every  sperm 
whale  harpooned  in  the  days 
of  whaling  was  found  to  have 
sharp  squid  beaks  in  its 
stomach.  Dr  Roper  estimated 
that  a  50-ton  sperm  whale 
might  eat  three  or  four  half¬ 
ton  giant  squid  a  day.  If  so, 
there  must  be  many  giant 
squid  in  the  darkness,  thou¬ 
sands  of  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  oceans. 

How  deep  remains  yet 
another  squid  mystery,  but  it 
will  certainly  be  dark  and, 
unlike  many  sea  creatures, 
the  giant  squid  does  not  glow. 
It  may  be  attracted  to  the 
camera  light  and  swim  to¬ 
wards  it,  enabling  the  scien¬ 
tists  to  take  a  decent  picture.  If 
it  stretches  out  a  great  arm 
loaded  with  suckers,  so  much 
the  better. 

If  the  expedition  comes 
back  with  even  a  minute  of 
film  "it  wOJ  be  one  of  the 
greatest  accomplishments  of 
20th-century  marine  biology." 
said  Richard  Ellis,  author  of 
Monsters  of  the  Sea,  who  is 
now  writing  a  book  about 
giant  squid. 


ir  \ 


Sea  monsters  have  been  staples  of  fiction  for  centuries,  from  the  kraken.  above, 
to  Hollywood’s  interpretation  of  die  hunt  for  Moby  Dick,  starring  Gregory  Peck 
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The  courage  of  children 
in  hospital  at  Christmas 


The  Evelina  Appeal 
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Signature - 
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- - „ - POSTCODE - - 

DAYTIME  PHONE  No _ _ _ 

To  make  an  instant  credit  card  donation,  please  telephone  0171-403 
4089.  or  send  this  coupon  with  your  donation  la 

The  Evelina  Appeals  Office 
HenrieOe  Raphael  House 
Guy's  Hospital 
SI  Thomas  Sheet  SE1 9RT 
Reg.  Charity  No.  251983 
I  would  like  my  gift  w  help  Research  □. 

Care  P.  Equipment  Q  or  the  General 
Appeal  Fund  □  (tick as  appropriate)- 
□  Tide  here  ifyou  would  like  a  receipt. 


By  John  Young 

ESME  FRANCIS,  aged  m 
months.  Is  spending  her  sec¬ 
ond  Christmas  at  the  Evelina 
children's  hospital  being 
treated  for  a  genetic  kidney 
disorder.  Both  kidneys  were 
removed  when  she  was  four 
months  old  because  neither 
was  functioning  and  her 
blood  pressure  was  danger¬ 
ously  high. 

She  is  now  on  dialysis 
awaiting  a  transplant,  which 
is  unlikely  to  take  place  for 
several  months  because  of  the 
risk  of  rejection  at  such  an 
early  stage.  She  cannot  ab¬ 
sorb  food  properly  and  is 
dependant  on  drugs  and 
intravenous  feeding.  . 

Her  parents,  Beverley  and 
Steven,  of  Isleworth,  west 
London,  spent  last  Christmas 
at  the  hospital,  which  is  the 
paediatric  wing  of  the  Guy's 
and  St  Thomas's  Hospital 
Trust  in  London.  This  year 
they  had  hoped  to  celebrate  it 
at  home.  Despite  having  been 
twice  readmitted  with  pneu¬ 
monia  and  a  chest  infection, 
Esme  appeared  to  be  reason¬ 
ably  well  until  last  Friday. 


when  an  ambulance  was 
summoned.  She  was  found  to 
.  be  suffering  from 
bronchiolitis  —  a  condition  in 
which  coughing  brings  on 


vomiting.  “The  family  were 
ail  coming  down  from  the 
North  to  stay  for  Christmas," 
Mrs  Francis  said  “But  we’ve 
had  to  cancel  it  because  we’re 


too  worried  about  her  ” 
Two  floors  above,  Tha- 
bassum  Rahman  is  spending 
her  first  Christmas  at  the 
Evdina.  Aged  just  over  three 
months,  she  has  already  un¬ 
dergone  two  operations  for  a 
defective  heart  and  was  re¬ 
leased  from  intensive  care 
only  72  hours  ago. 

Normally  the  second  oper¬ 
ation  would  have  been  post¬ 
poned  until  the  age  of  six  or 
seven  months  but  it  had  to  be 
brought  forward  because  of 
other  cardiac  complications. 
However,  the  prognosis  is 
encouraging. 

Her  parents.  Ruji  and 
Moshror.  originally  from 
Bangladesh  but  now  living  in 
Manor  Park,  east  London, 
are  resigned  to  spending  the 
holiday  al  the  bedside  of  their 
first-born  child 

Carol  Williams,  diniral 
nurse  specialist  al  the 
Evelina,  said:  “It  is  more 
difficult  to  assess  how  much 
pain  children  are  suffering, 
because  in  many  cases  they 
have  never  experienced  seri¬ 
ous  pain  before.  They  don’t 
understand  wby  they  are  in 
pain  and  can't  always  tell  us 


Steven  Francis  with  his  daughter  Esme,  who  is  awaiting  a  kidney  transplant  at  the  Evelina  children's  hospital 
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•  Fridge  capacity  6.0  cu  ft  (net) 

•  Freezer  capacity  2.0  cu  ft  (nefl 

£309.99 

KGV  2604  Fridge  Freezer 

•  Totally  CFC  and  HFC  free 

•  2  drawer  freezer  •  60cm  wide 

•  Fridge  Capacity  66  cu  ft  (net) 

•  Freezer  Capacity  2.2  cu  ft  (net) 

£419.99 


JE-i 


Bosch  KTR  1670 
Larder  Fridge 

•  CFC  and  HFC  free 

•  4  safety  glass  shelves 

•  Auto  defrost 

•  Capacity  5.4  cu.ft  (net) 

•  *A'  Energy  Efficiency  rating 


PriC8S  may  ra/y  frwri  store  to  store,  Prices  shown  are  manufadurers  suggested  seeing  prices  between  26th  December  and  31st  January  1096. 


>roi  a  no  maior 


For  mtor 

R abort  Bos-ch  Deo i 


GSL 1202  Tabletop  Freezer 

•  Totally  CFC  and  HFC  Free 

•  4  Star  freezer  •  Superfast  freezing  ■ 

•  Capacity  3.4  cu  ft  (net) 

•  Optical  ami  acoustic  warning  system 

GSD  2617  Upright  Freezer 

•  CFC  and  HFC  Free  •  4  Star  freezer  - 

•  Superfast  freezing  •  1  fast  freeze  compartment 

•  Optical  and  acoustic  warning  system 

•  Capacity  7.4cu.ft.  (net)  jgjg  99 

BOSCH 

Excellence  comes  as  standard 
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death  warrant 


By  Bill  Frost 


A  CROAT  family  given  refuge 
in  Britain after  their  home  was 
overrup  by  Serbs  are  to  be 
deported  on  New  Year's  Day 
to  facejwhat  they  say  will  be 
almost  certain  death. 

Vfatlfo  Sokcevic  joined  a 
forces  unit  during  the 
siege  of  Vukovar  in  1991.  The 
bloody?  battle  for  the  town, 
followed  by  a  massacre  of 
civilians,  saw-  fiends  and 
relatives  pitted  against  each 
other  bi  an  ethnically  mixed 
comer  of  Eastern  Slavonia. 

'  Mr  ‘Sokcevic,  a  business 
studies,  graduate,  settled  with 
his  wife  and  two  daughters  in 
Hungerfbrd,  Berkshire,  four . 
years  ago.  A  petition  submit¬ 
ted  to  foe  Home  Office  urging 
that  the  family  be  allowed  to 
stay  has  been  si&ied  by  al¬ 
most  4,000  local  people.  How¬ 
ever,  Michael  Howard,  the 
Home  Secretary,  has  refused 
them  asylum.  Home  Office 
officials  have  toid  the  family 
that  their  circumstances  are 
not  “sufficiently  compassion¬ 
ate  or  compelling  to  justify 
allowing  them  •  to  .  remain 
here".  ••  •'■■ 

Mr  Sokcevic,  his  wife  Evica 
and  daughters  Ivana,  If,  and 
Tena,  4,  fled  tfv:  flames  of 
Vukovar  for  the  Croatian  capi¬ 
tal.  Zagreb.  They  have  since 
been  jamed  by  Mr  Sokcevic^ 
mother,  Stefica,  64- .  Ivana 
said:..They  apai  at  us  in  the 
street  called  us  ’dirty  refu¬ 
gees’.  I  was  horrible.  .  . 

“Girls  at  school  beat  me. 
They  seemed  to  hate  us,  even 
though  we  are  afl  Croatian. 
Here  ft  Hungerfbrd  we  have 
been  accepted  and  I  have  lots 
of  frierids.  Tena  and  I  do  not 
just  speak  English,  we  think  in 
English.  Why  do  they  want  to 
send  ' us  to  a  place  where  we 
are  not  safe?" 

-Vukbvar  remains  occupied 
by  the! Serbs.  The  surround¬ 
ing  area  contains  at  least 


100.000  landmines,  according 
to  the  latest  United  Nations 
estimate. 

Mrs  Sokcevic.  35.  said:  “Z 
am  terrified  at  the  prospect  of 
going  back.  At  very  best  ft  is 
as  if  the  Home  Secretary  cast 
us  adrift  in  the  ocean  on  s  raft. 
In  reality,  though,  it  is  much 
worse.  Vlatko  faces  certain 
death;  all  the  Serbs  know  he 
was  with  special  forces  trying 
to  break  the  siege. 

“He  fought  with  the  elite 
and  that  .means  he  feces 
certain  death.  We  all  might, 
because  this  is  not  a  war 
where  people  forgive  and  for¬ 
get  men.  women  and  even 
tiny  children  all  pay  the  price." 

Mr  Sokcevic  said:  “There  is 
a  price  on  my  head  because  I 
resisted.  There  is  blood  on  my 
hands,  but  it  was  kill  or  be 
killed  when  the  town  fell  and 
we  fought  street  byt  street  I 
killed  men  I  knew  before  they 
could  kill  me.  But  what  alter¬ 
native  was  there?  What  would 
Michael  Howard  have  done  to 
protect  his  family? 

“Just  before  we  fled  I  saw  a 
Serb  man,  who  had  been  a 
very  dose  friend,  in  the  win¬ 
dow  of  a  gutted  house  near  our 
ritibn.  For  a  moment  I 
it  foe  war  and  remem¬ 
bered  the  good  times.  I  waved 
to  him  and  then  saw  he  was 
taking  aim  at  me.  {.fired  first 
and  he  went  down." 

"•  David  Ren  del,  the  Liberal 
Democrat  MP  for  West  Berk¬ 
shire,  who  has  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  the  family's  case,  is 
angry  and  disappointed  at  the 
deportation  order,  appalled 
that .they  are  to  be  sent  home. 
“This  is  very  sad  news,"  he 
said.  ‘Throwing  them  out 
when  they  have  nowhere  else 
to  go,  in  this  of  all  seasons,  is 
an  appalling  way  to  treat  a 
family." 

Milosevic  accused,  page  15 


The  Sokcevic  family,  from  left,  Stefica,  Tena.  Evica. 
Vlatko  and  Ivana  face  deportation  on  January  I 


Blinking  badges  cut 
small  talk 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


ELECTRONIC  ice-breakers 
could  spark  a  social  revolu¬ 
tion  nr  foe  next  decade  by 
overturning  foe  traditions  of 
the  dating  game.  The  devices, 
already  being  planned  byfoe 
dedrorrics  group  Philips, 
wfll  allot?  strangers  with  sim¬ 
ilar  interests,  tikes  or  dis¬ 
likes,  to  spot  each  other 
ftstantfy  without  wasting 
time  on  Small  talk. 

.  Nicknamed  “hot  badges” 
and  smidl  enough  to  be 
disguised  as  a. tie  pm  or 
brooch,  they  arc  short-range 
rommuincators  which  can  be 
programmed  with  personal 
information.  When  one 
badge  comes  within  range  of 


another  they  Taft"  dectroi 
cally  via  radio  messages, 
foe  owners  .  share  enooj 
similar  interests  their  badgi 
tight  up  or  bleep.  Howeve 
toatiere  are  likely  to  be  cot 
plicated  as  people  pr 
gramme  their  badges  wii 
false  information  or  unusu 
WKwal  preferences. 

.  Simon  Turner,  a  Phitii 
researcher,  said;  “there 
nothing  to  stop  ns  producm 
a  crude  type  of  hot  badf 
-new,  and  a  . useable  versia 
might  be  only  three  yeaj 
away.  I  don’t-  -think  "it  wi 
detract  from  social  skills,  bi 
might  change  them  an 
make  us  develop  new  ones.’ 


Old  Wo'.vf 
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AN- ARCTIC  wind  off  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  was  keeping 
pilgrims  and  the  merely  curi¬ 
ous  away  from  the  Christmas . 
lights  in  Temple  Square,  but 
in  his  sumptuous  office  up- 
stairc  jwfllmg- opuH  dim'  i& 
sping.  of  one  of  the  worlds  IS 
holiest:  Mormons;1 

“We  will  never,  never,  never 
give  up."'  boomed  Elder  Jef¬ 
frey  Holland,  an  AApostie”  of’ 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints  who  jbe- 
Eevesheisaiirtfcsaonaiheir 
to  Moses  and  St  Paul.  '  ' 

Indeed,  there  seems  little 
danger  of  theMqrmons  aban¬ 
doning  their  drive  to  convert 
all  souls,  living  and  .  dead,  to 
what  they  consider  the  only 
authentic  form  of  Christianity. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  years 
after  founding  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  .  a  century  after  re¬ 
nouncing  potygamy,  tiieir  or¬ 
ganisation  remains,  vulner¬ 
able  to  ridicule:  It  is,  however, 
tagger,  richer  and  more  pow¬ 
erful  than  ewer. 

Saints  lose 
struggle  to 
keep  Salt 


From  Goes  Whutbul  in  saet  lake  city 


Nestled  in  velvet  on  Elder 
Holland's  desk  is  a  tn^y  brass 
replica  of  the  Book'  bf  Mor¬ 
mon.  Two  thirds  of  its  leaves  . 
are  bound  shut;  tq»escnting 
mythic  pages  yet  to-be  re-.' 
vealed  even  tomefaithful.  The 
-publishe^third  has  t^eeo  at- 
tacked  bysrum-Mormons  as  a 
hoax  'and  the  ancient-gold 


akohoh  iobacco  and  even 
coffee,. the  Mormons  endured 
persecution  before  their  trek 
arid  derision  for  their  multiple 
wives  after  it  Nowadays  they 
number  nearly  ten  million, 
worldwide.  with  business  in¬ 
terest?  earning  an  estimated 
$8  billion  {£4.8  billion)  a  year 
and  a  dose-knit  leadership 


before  their,  epic  trek  and  derision 
for  their  inidtiple  wives  after  it  J 


tablets  from  which  it  19  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  -tmklaied 
have  been  “  tost".  Yet  this  is  the 
text  that  inspired  the1.  Mor¬ 
mons’  trek  over  the'  Rciddes  in 
1847  to  the  upland  barfri  that 
Brigham  Young  declared  their  # 
promised  land,  and  it  is.now  ' 
the  basis  of  one  of  the  worlds 
fastest-growing  creeds. 

Best  known  for  eschewing 


■*»••■  *  4  '-•* 


.  -  v: 


BRUCE  GARDNER.  a 
lapsed  Mormon,  reached  for 
another  four-pint  jug  to  "fill 
with  “Irish  Wasatch  Stout” 
and  offered  a  weny  analysis 
of  drinking  m  what  used  to  be 
the  teetotal  capital  of  the 
world  (Giles  WhitteD  writes  in 
Salt  Lake  City}. 

“Hie  biggest  problem  with., 
drinkers  here,’  he  said  from 
behind  die  taps  in  the  Squat¬ 
ters  Pub,  not  half  a  mile  from 
the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle,  “is 
that  most  are  graduated  Mor¬ 
mons  and  can't  handle  it 
They  end  up  getting  pregnant 
or  a  social  disease  or  into  a. 
fight" 

He  added  swiftly  that  “over¬ 
all.  Mormons  are  really  nice”. 
But  as  Salt  Lake  City  prepares 
to  welcome  the  world  for  the 
2002  Winter  Olympics,  they 
have  lost  their  long  battle  to 
keep  it  dry. 

Until  the  late.  1980s.  in 
deference  to  M  options’  belief  - 
that  the  body  is  an  extereirin 
of.  God's,  temple  and  should 
not  be  defiled  by  stimulants, 
even  cocktail  trallgs  on 
airimers  dosed  down  as  they 
passed  through  Utah  ah  space 
at  30,000ft  But  despite  resis¬ 
tance  from  Monwm  elders. 
Salt  Lake  City’s  liquor  laws 
have  been  so  dDuted  in  recent 
yearsth^agoodburgmtdyis 
not  much  harder  to  find  than 
Temple  Square. 

Off-licences  are  run  by  the 
state  with  special  taxes  going 
towards  school  lunches  and 
the  treatment  of  alcoholism. 


Rising  Mormons:  sketch 
of  a  temple  for  Preston 

buttheysteiy  open  uritfl.iOpm. 
six.  nights  a  week.  Bairs  are 
ran  as  dubs,  but  “temporary 
membership"  is  free  with 
“sponsorship"  from  a  friendly 
local  Restaurants  piaynow 
serve  wrne  at  the  table  instead 
of^^requiring  customers  •  to  - 
takeffKir  own.  ... 

“Our  -reaction  is  one  of 
dismay,  because  .  we  don’t, 
think  alcohol  is  good  for 
peoples  Elder  Jeffrey  Hol¬ 
land,  of  the  Monaon  .Cpamal 
of  Apostles,  said.  “Our  bodies 
are  m  e  temple  of  God,;  insepa¬ 
rably  linked  to-tbe  spirit  to 
oonstitote  the  soul  of  man.” 

For  the  '  faithful.  ,  frozen 
tropical  fruit  drinks  art  avail-  - 
aide  at  the  akoltol-frrc'Gait 
den  Restaurant  a  few.  steps 
from  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
Jollier  souls  have  a  somewhat 
wider  choke: 


LOf^COST 

INTER*!  At/0NAL 

ph  0  Nil  Jalls 


A  mini  mum  pre~payment  of  .£25  entitles  yon  to  £25 
of  Suriftcall  talktima  Penny  for  penny  (hot's  over 
4  hrs  to  the  USA. 

All  you  need  is  a  tone  phone;  and  you  almost  * 
certainly  already  have  one.  Ibu're  not  Limited  to  just' 
nsfng  your  own  phone  either,  use  a  mobile,  pay 
phone  hotel  phone,  or  even  a  friend's  today!  L 


BU  .  lip 30p  MM’**-  SJfritt  mSM 

- -  up  36p  MW  «PE1.08  *■■* 

w^u,  29a  54p  IKm  *£UB;NMb  m** 

SJ77P  mi  .'.*'£14  OB 

For  mfemution  on  hoodiW  of  otto*  ttesrinurions  and  to  open  oxmA 

CALL  US  WOW 
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intent  on  cultivating  the  image 
of  a  mainstream  “family 
church". 

“Our  greatest  challenge  is 
managing  our  growth,"  said 
Elder  Holland,  a  former  mis¬ 
sionary  .to  London  who  is  one 
of  12  male  Apostles  appointed 
for  life  to  the  sect’s  upper 
echelons.  He  .  would  not  dis¬ 
cuss  finances  in  detail,  insist¬ 


ing  that  the  Mormons"  priority 
is  winning  souls  to  God. 
Nevertheless,  prime  Mormon 
property  still  dominates  Salt 
Lake  City's  booming  business 
district,  while  Mormon- 
owned  television  and  radio 
stations  thrive. 

Even  the  missionary  work 
performed  by  young  Mor¬ 
mons  in  159  countries  is  inher¬ 
ently  profitable,  since  the 
missionaries  travel  at  their 
own  expense  but  converts  tithe 
their  pre-tax  incomes  to  head¬ 
quarters  in  Salt  lake  City.  As 
one  Wail  Street  trader  told 
Time  magazine:  “All  they  do 
there  is  breed,  pray  and  make 
money." 

Nowhere  is  this  prosperity 
more  evident  than  in  the 
Joseph  Smith  Memorial 
Building,  a  former  hotel  opp¬ 
osite  the  Salt  Lake  City  temple 
lavishly  restored  in  time  for 
tiie  coming  150th  anniversary 
celebrations.  A  ballroom  has 
been  converted  as  a  chapel. 
On  the  tenth  floor  two  teetotal 
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The  166th  two-day  General  Conference  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints  gathers  in  Salt  city 


restaurants  give  superb  views 
over  the  temple's  spires  to  the 
deseri  while  a  shop  in  the 
basement  does  a  roaring  trade 
in  video  sermons.  (Tithing 
forms  are  free.) 


For  all  its  opulence,  the 
Church  faces  charges  of  hy¬ 
pocrisy  and  intolerance.  Last 
month  it  was  acutely  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  arrest  and 
resignation  of  a  51-year-old 


Mormon  talk-show  host  who 
preached  family  values  over 
the  air  but  admitted  forcing  a 
15-year-old  girl  to  have  oral 
sex  with  him.  Not  since  Joyce 
McKinney,  a  failed  beauty 


queen,  made  headlines  in  1978 
by  kidnapping  the  devout 
young  Kirk  Anderson  for  sex 
sessions  in  fur-lined  manacles 
can  a  Latter-Day  Saint  have 
been  so  compromised. 
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THAT  COUNTS 


STARTS  10am  TODAY 


THE  VERY  BEST  IN  UPHOLSTERY 
CARPETS,  BEDS  AND  DINING  FURNITURE 

HALF  PRICE 


FREE  FOR  A  YEAR 
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INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT 

with  no  deposit  and  nothing  to  pay  for  12  months 

Buckingham  two  seater  sofa 
Previous  price  £899.  SALE  PRICE  £599 


OPENING  OFFER  £449 


Forsyth  two  seater  sofa 
Previous,  price  £1*199.  SALE  PRICE 


OPENING  OFFER  £599 


Chelsea  two  seater  sofa 
Previous  price  £1,399.  SALE  PRICE 


OPENING  OFFER  £699 


M  a  p  L0 

Your  interior.  Our  designs. 

Open  Sundays  -  Call  your  local  store  on  0345  5858.51 

BOURNEMOUTH  •  BRIGHTON '  ■  BRISTOL  •  BROMLEY  ■  CARDIFF 
CHELMSFORD  -  CHESTER*  -  EXETER*  ■  JERSEY  ■  KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 
LANCASTER^  (TARING  &  GILLOW)  •  LEEDS^  ■  LEICESTER*  ■  MANCHESTER 
SOUTHAMPTON*  -  SOUTHPORT  -  TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  •  WATFORD 
NEW  SUPERSTORES: 

CRAWLEY,  HARROGATE,  IPSWICH,  PETERBOROUGH,  PRESTON, 

READING,  SUTTON  COLDFIELD,  WARRINGTON 

*No  deposit  wili  nothing  to  pay  for  12  moodu  fuiiouvd  by  36  cqaal  monihly  paynenu  hy  direct 
debiL  Subjen  io  staras.  Wrt  i ten  quotaiions  available  on  reqtxst»Ccnain  sale  lines  arc  not  shown  in 
lb«e  aores.  *  Sale  aarts  9am  Friday  27th  Decan  her  1996. 
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Lima  hostages  pray  as 
talks  remain  stalled 


PILAR  OUVARES/REUTgl 


AT  LEAST  105  hostages,  still 
held  inside  the  Japanese  Am¬ 
bassador's  residence  by  heavi¬ 
ly  armed  Tupac  Amaru 
guerrillas,  spent  their  Christ¬ 
mas  praying  around  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  candles  and  eating 
panetone  (Italian  Christmas 
cake)  and  chocolate.  They 
were  heard  singing  carols  and 
holding  midnight  Mass. 

Their  ordeal  looks  set  to 
continue  for  days,  however,  as 
tense  negotiations  over  their 
release  remain  deadlocked. 
Yesterday  the  hostages,  main¬ 
ly  Peruvian  government  fig¬ 
ures  and  Japanese  business¬ 
men,  faced  their  ninth  day  in  a 
building  that  has  had  no 
electricity  or  running  water 
for  days. 

Red  Cross  workers  wheeled 
105  sushi  and  fried  noodle 
meals  and  some  bottles  of 
wine  into  the  besieged  build¬ 
ing  as  Christmas  lunch  for  the 
hostages.  Blurred  television 
pictures  showed  the  captives 
slumped  on  floors. 

President  Fujimori  sent  let¬ 
ters  yesterday  to  Ryu  taro 
Hashimoto,  the  Japanese 
Prime  Minister,  and  the  Pope, 
assuring  them  that  he  would 
find  a  peaceful  solution  to  the 
hostage  crisis.  He  has  also 
repeatedly  insisted,  however, 
that  he  will  not  make  deals 
with  the  terrorists. 

President  Yeltsin  yesterday 
wrote  to  Senor  Fujimori  and 
called  on  die  Group  of  Seven 


As  the  hostages  tucked  into' 
sushi  and  wine.  President 
FUjimori  kept  to  his  tough  line, 
reports  Gabriella  Gamini 


leading  industrialised  nations 
to  join  forces  to  help  to  resolve 
the  hostage  crisis.  He  suggest¬ 
ed  that  a  joint  declaration  or 
the  Group  of  Eight  (the  G7. 
plus  Russia)  should  offer  “co¬ 
ordinated  assistance  in  resolv¬ 
ing  the  conflict,  including  the 
possible  dispatch  of  anti -ter¬ 
rorist  squads  from  national 
security  services".  However, 
several  G7  members,  includ¬ 
ing  the  United  States,  Britain 
and  Germany,  sent  special 
forces  to  Lima  last  week. 

The  Tupac  Amaru  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Movement  (MRTA) 
rebels,  who  have  explosives 
strapped  to  their  bodies  and 


appear  to  be  ready  to  die  for 
their  cause,  are  not  budging 
from  their  demand  that  hun¬ 
dreds  of  their  comrades  be 
freed  from  prison. 

A  diplomatic  dispute  with 
Uruguay  has  also  flared,  with 
Senor  Fujimori  angered  by 
what  he  called  an  “outrageous 
hostage  for  prisoner  swap" 
that  appeared  to  have  been 
brokered  by  the  Uruguayan 
Government  for  the  release  of 
their  Ambassador.  Tabare 
Bocal andro.  Yesterday  Senor 
Fujimori  recalled  his  Ambas¬ 
sador  from  Montevideo.  “It  is 
despicable  to  give  terrorists 
the  idea  that  we  are  ready  to 


Harassment  condemned 


Tokyo:  Ryu  taro  Hashimoto. 
the  Japanese  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  condemned  some  of  his 
countrymen  yesterday  for 
harassing  Peruvian  residents 
since  the  beginning  of  the 
Lima  siege. 

“It  is  a  shame.  No  one  must 
harass  [Peruvian  residents! 
when  we  are  fighting  terror¬ 
ists.’’  he  told  reporters. 


Shops  and  cars  owned  by 
Peruvians  in  Isesaki,  about 
65  miles  north  of  Tokyo,  have 
been  stoned.  The  Peruvian- 
Japanese  community  in  the 
Isesaki  area  is  perhaps  the 
largest  in  Japan,  accounting 
for  about  4,000  of  the  15,000 
Peruvians  in  the  country.  No 
one  has  been  injured  in  the 
incidents.  (Reuteir). 


make  deals  with  them.  Such 
impressions  signify  a  setback 
in  the  crisis;  I  am  not  going  to 
give  in,”  he  said. 

The  guerrillas  released  Se- 
nor  Bocalandro  at  6.30pm  on 
Christmas  Eve,  only  hours 
after  a  Uruguayan  judge  re¬ 
leased  two  suspected  Tupac 
Amaru  rebels  from  a- Montevi¬ 
deo  prison.  The  two  suspected 
terrorists.  Luis  Alberto  Sama- 
ni^o  (alias  El  Negro)  and 
Sonia  Silvia  Gora  Rivera 
(alias  Comrade  Nancy),  had 
been  arrested  by  Interpol  in 
Montevideo  last  December. 
They  were  accused  of  taking 
part  in  the  kidnapping  of  a 
former  Bolivian  government 
minister,  held  for  56  days. 

The  rebels  inside  the  ambas¬ 
sador’s  residence  have  also 
asked  for  improved  prison 
conditions  for  their  leaders 
held  in  isolation  in  under¬ 
ground  cells.  Their  leader, 
Victor  Pblay  Campos,  arrested 
two  years  ago,  is  kept  in  a 
soundproof  underground 
bunker  in  the  port  of  Callao 
outside  Lima,  and  has  not 
seen  anyone  in  months. 

The  demand  suggested  that 
the  rebels  could  be  open  to  a 
bargain.  However,  the  release 
so  for  of  hundreds  of  hostages 
is  no  sign  that  the  rebels  are 
giving  in.  They  now  have  a 
much  more  manageable  num¬ 
ber  of  hostages  and  appear 
ready  to  hold  out  for  weeks  to 
come. 


Clinton 
says  ‘no’ 
to  black 
English 


From  Ian  Brodie 

IN  WASHINGTON 


Eduardo  Laos,  freed  on  Saturday,  prays  with  his  son,  Edaardito,  for  those  still  held 


Martin  Luther  King’s  killer 
will  take  secret  to  the!  grave 


From  James  Bone  in  network 


A  TRAUMATIC  chapter  of 
American  history  drew  to  a 
dose  yesterday  as  James  Earl 
Ray.  the  convicted  assassin  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  slipped 
into  a  coma  without  providing 
new  details  of  his  crime.  - 

Civil  rights  activists  had 
hoped  for  a  dramatic  death¬ 
bed  confession  confirming 
their  long-held  suspicions  that 
Ray  did  not  act  alone  in  the 
1968  murder,  which  sparked 
race  riots  across  the  United 
Stales. 

However,  Ray,  68.  who  was 
moved  from  prison  last  month 
to  a  hospital  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  was  said  to  be  in 
the  final  stages  of  cirrhosis  of 


the  liver  and  was  not  expected 
to  survive. 

Ray.  a  white  petty  thief,  was 
sentenced  to  99  years*  impris¬ 
onment  for  shooting  King  in 
Memphis,  where  die  black 
leader  had  gone  to  support  a 
strike  of  sanitation  workers. 

Police  found  a  rifle  and  said 
it  had  been  fired  from  a 
second-floor  bathroom  in  a 
nearby  hostel.  Fingerprints 
on  die  weapon  were  identified 
as  belonging  to  Ray,  who  was 
tracked  to  Atlanta,  Toronto. 
London,  Pbrtugal  and  finally 
back  to  London,  before  being 
arrested  by  Scotland  Yard 
detectives.  Ray  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  killing  ?nd  was  sen¬ 


tenced'  without  trial,  but  he 
quickly  recanted  and  spent 
years^ia  jail,  sedting  a  .foil 
court  j  hearing.  He  claimed 
that  he  bought  the  rifle  in  an 
Alabama  sports  shop  for  die 
real  kjQler,  a  mystery  accom¬ 
plice  named  “Raoul"  whom  he 
purportedly  met  in  Montreal. 

Civil  rights  activists  have 
long  believed  that  Ray  was 
part  of  a  wider  plot,  and  urged 
him  to  repent  before  it  was  tbo 
late.  ’. 

Ray’s  brother,  Jerry, 
d aimed  die  FBI  was  behind 
the  pfot  against  King  He  said 
Ray’s,  ashes  would  be  scattered 
oh  .foe.  FBI  'builefing  ia 
Washington.  V  .  .  " 


THE  idea  of  recognising  black 

English  as  a  second  langjwge 
has  been  rejected  by  President 

Clinton-  .  .  , 

With  his  backing,  Richard 
Riley,  the  Education  Secre¬ 
tary,  announced  that  school 
boards  would  not  be  entitled 
to  federal  funds  for  bilingual 
education  to  support  blade 
English  in  their  classrooms. 

The  announcement  was  a 
pre-emptive  strike  against  the 
predominantly  black  city  of 
Oakland,  California,  where 
the  school  board  voted  unani¬ 
mously- last  week  to  recognise 
black  English  as  a  second 
language. 

The  board  ordered  its  offici¬ 
als  to  devise  and  implement  a 
programme  to  teach  black 
students  in  “their  primary 
language”,  black  English,  to 
maintain  die  legitimacy  of  the 
language  and  to  help  them  to 
learn  standard  English. 

The  idea  of  treating  black 
students  who,  for  example,  say 
“he  bin”  instead  of  he  has 
been,  as  if  they  were  speaking 
a  foreign  language,  has  pro¬ 
voked  a  political  backlash 
across  America  and  has  divid¬ 
ed  blade  educators. 

By  joining  die  opponents. 
Mr  Clinton  may  have  upset 
blacks  who  voted  for  him.  but 
he  believes  that  supporting 
black.  English  as  a  separate 
language  can  only  stigmatise 
and  hinder  those  who  speak  it. 

Mr  Riley  said:  “Elevating 
black  English  to  the  status  of  a 
language  is  not  the  way  to 
raise  standards  of  achieve¬ 
ment  in  our  schools  and  for 
our  students.”  . 

Blade  English,  or  Ebonics — 
from  ebony  andrphonics — is  a 
non-standard  form  of  English 
and  not  a  foreign  language. 
My  Riley  said.  Schools  using 
Ebonics  would  not  qualify  for 
federal  bilingual  funds  that 
are  provided  to  teach  English 
to  students  who  speak  Span- . 
ish  or  100  other  languages  as 
their  primary  tongue. 

Oakland's  school  board  had 
noted  that  -  academics  had 
traced  black  English  back 
through  the  descendants  of 
slavery  to  its  roots  on  the  west 
coast  of  Africa. 

It  hoped  that  teachers  recog¬ 
nising  the  speech  patterns  of 
blade  English,  will.  be.  better 
able  to  instinct  black  students 
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FJmjm  Ross  Dunn  in  Jerusalem 


ISRAELI  security  forces 
dashed  with  Jewish  settlers  in 

Hebron-  yesterday  during 

demonstrations  against  plans 
to  hand  most  of  the  West  IBank 
town  over  to  Palestinian  self- 
rule. 

Soldiers  and  police  scuffled 
with  settlers  in  the  streets  and  * 
on  rooftops  as  Israeli  and 
Palestinian  negotiators  moved 
closer  to  an  agreement  over 

the  future  of  the  town.  Under 

the  proposed  plan.  Israeli 
troops  would  withdraw  from 
80  per  oent  of  Hebron. 

Noam  Axnon,  a  spokesman 
for  the  Jewish  settlers  in 
Hebron,  said  yesterday  that 
Israelis,  including  govern¬ 
ment  ministers,  were  being 
kept  in  the  dark  about  the 
dangers  of  the  proposed 
accord. 

“I  think  the  people  of  Israel 
do  not  know  the  details  of  the 
agreement,  even  cabinet  min¬ 
isters,”  he  said.  uTae  details 
are  very  bad  {for  the  security 
of  Jewish  settlers]."  He  de¬ 
fended  yesterday’s  occupation 
of  two  homes  in  Hebron’s 
Arab  market  by  Jewish 
settlers. 

Mr  Anson  said  that  the . 
homes,  and  cither  apartments, 
were  being  renovated  for  the 
use  of  Palestinian  terrorists 
who  had  recently  been  re¬ 
leased  from  jaiL  “The  problem 


is  that  the  Palestinian  Aiithbr- 
ny  now  wants  hundreds  of 
released  terrorists  to  be  locat¬ 
ed  in  these  -apartments; 
around  Jewish  neighboir-- 
hoods,  in  order  to  cause  terror 
actions  and  provocations. "  he 
said.  - .  - 

About  IS  Jews  were  arrested , 
after  soldiers  evicted  the  set¬ 
tlers  from  die  flats.  Later 
Palestinians  threw  twb;  petrol 
bombs  at  a  Jewish  home  in 
Hebron.  No  brie  was  hurt. 

Hebron’S  Arab  Mayor, 
Mustafa  Natshe,  rejected  Mr 
Amon's  claims  that  Jewish 
settlers  would  be  in  danger 
when  the  troops  withdrew. 
He  said  the  Palestinian  ^Au¬ 
thority  had  controlled  all  other 
major  towns  in  the  West  Bank 
for  more  than  12  months.  “The 
situation  is  better  than  before, 
when  the  Israeli  Army  was 
there,"  he  said. 

Mare  than  400  Jewish  set¬ 
tlers  live '  and  study  in  the 
centre  of  Hebron,  surrounded 
tty  more  than  100,000  Pales¬ 
tinian  residents. 

Israeli  and' Palestinian  ne¬ 
gotiators  in  Jerusalem  worked 
throughout  the  day  to  reach 
an  agreement  on  the  long 
overdue  troop  redeployment. 
A  Palestinian  official  said  he 
expected  an  accord  to  be 
completed 'within  a  week. 

Progress  .was  reported  after 


Terror  keeps  the 
tourists  out  of 
Manger  Square 


O  little  town  of  Bethlehem, 
How  still  we  see  thee  lie! 
Above  thy  deep  and  dreamless 
sleep 

The  silent  stars  go  by 

THE  soothing  winds  of  the 
card  belie  flic  modern  reality 
of  economic  hardship,  seeth¬ 
ing  Palestinian  frustration, 
religious  differences  and  po¬ 
tential  terrorist  violence  that 
lie  just  below  the  surface  in 
the  birthplace  of  Jesus. 

Less  than  300  yards  from  ' 
tite  fburtb-century  -Church  of 
the  Nativity,  which  many 
believe  marks  the  spot  whore 
Mary  went  into  labour,  hand- 
knitted  bhie-and-green  bala¬ 
clava  masks  for  terrorist  use, 
with  sHte  for  the  eyes  and 
mouth,  are  openly  on  sale. 
Residents  said  that  they  .were 
used  both  by  the  radical 
Popular  Fnmt  for  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  Palestine  and  Hamas, 
the  Islamic  Resistance 
Movement 

To  those  famiEar  with  the 
growmg  militancy  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  youth;  it  came  as  no 
surprise  last  week  when  the 
Palestinian  Authority  ■  an¬ 
nounced  that  one  of  three 
members  of  the  PFLP  given 
long  jail  sentences  for  the 
recent  ambush  which  killed 
two  Jewish  settlors,  a  mother 
and  her  12-year-old  son.  in  the 
occupied  West  Bank  came 
from  Bethlehem. 

Moderate  local  Palestinian  . 
leaders,  such  as  Elias  Frejj,  78. 
the  veteran  Mayor,  blame  the 
growing  i*ytrpinisni  on  the 
deteriorating  economic  situa¬ 
tion  since  Israel's  crippling 
closure  of  the  West  Bank. 

"U  is  a  short-sighted  collec¬ 
tive  punishment  on  everyone 
who  lives  In  Bethlehem.  Not 
only  has  It  hit  the  main 
industry.'  tourism,  in  the  run- 
19  to  Christmas,  it  has  caused 
unemployment  to  jump  to  40 

per  cent — and  that  for  people 

who  receive  no  benefits  like 
you  get  in  England,”  said  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Mayor. 

Prospective  tourists  have 
paqirforf  at  the  televised  im¬ 
ages  of  the  mflitaiy  check¬ 
point  which  straddles  the 
main  road  into  Bethlehem 
and  the  fierce  gun  battles  in 
September  between  the  Israe¬ 
li  troops  and  Palestinian 

policemen-  . 

Some  of  the  worst  fighting 
took  place  on  the  outskirts  of 


At  the  end  of  his 
Middle  Eastern 
'  journey, 
Christopher 
Walker,  reports 
on  Bethlehem’s 
growing  gloom 


Bethlehem  . around  Israeli-' 
controflricl  RachePs  Tomb, 
now  being  ringed  with  a  nfew 
walLagainst  suicide  bombers. 

As  a  result,  on  foe  second 
Christmas  since  Israeli  mili¬ 
tary  control  save  way  .  to 
Palestinian  sdfrule  tjhpr 
were  more  rooms  vacaitrtin 
Bethlehem's  “inns”,  its  six 
main  hotels,  and  assorted 
religious  hostels  than  af  tihy 
timesmee  foe  Israeli  conquest 
of  the  city  from  Jordan  iri'fhe 
1967 "Six-Day  War.  At  fod  rind 
of  last  weCjk.  foe  72-rpom 
Bethlehem  "  Star  hold  "fed 
only  two  guests.  i;. 

Michael  Krextem,  foe  man¬ 
ager,  stud  cancellations  were 
pouring  in.  He  showed;-  a 
typical  letter  of  cancellation 
from  a  British  gniop 
organised  by  foe  De  La  Salle 
Brothers.  “You  —  as  I  am — 
are  worried  about  the  present 
situation  and  the  wisdom  or 
folly  of  going  to  Israel  when 
there  isjsuch  turmoil  in  the 
areas  where  most  of  our 
•  shrinks  exist"  wrote  the 
organiser. 

The  same  gloomy  picture 
was  painted  by  a  Franciscan 
who  produced  records,  to 
show  foe  number  of  pflgritns 
had  dropped  by  30  per  cefrL 
“It  is  now  even  worse  than 
during  the  most  violent  days 
of  the  |1987-1993]  Palestinian 
Intifada,"  he  said,  speaking  at 
the  church  marking  foe  area 
where  tradition  says  the  angel 
appeared  before  the  shep¬ 
herds  “keeping  watch  over 
tbeir  flocks  by  nighr. 

Around  Manger  Square, 
Palestinian  anger  was  tangi¬ 
ble  at  foe  Boez.Fiekl  souvenir 
shop  where  foe  new  owner, 
Jamal  Khouri,  who  had 
plunged  his  life's  savings  into 
the  enterprise,  in  an  attempt 
to  cash  in  foe  so-called  “peace 
dividend"  so  widely  spoken  of 

at  the  time  of  the  1993  Israeli- 
Palestinian  peace  accord, 
stood  amid  shrives  of  un¬ 
touched  merchandise.  ■  ... 


SfeeWinwwan 

Sea  •’  - 


LEBANON#'  ? 


.W? 


SffY  ft  I  A 
/  1974 


'  - ' 1-.  ''■39139  J  vjS"  *  Bnes 
4? '  Haights 


k'  I-  • 

v : 

•-  /  i--  /x,  ^ 

ISRAEL  /  .%eot ifSMr  I  \ 
f  J  .^BankfJbwto/-  N 

tel  Aviv  ®,  j  Jordan  Vafley] 


V-  >  .■-■•L-  ■,“/l 


czm  mm 


1$  •; 


ijarosB*!"!/ 


\  -  '•  -  Jf’jGtae  i BettilriWMPrg'.f  *■ 

^tTS“P 


JORDAN  \ 


20mBBS 


a  summit  on  Tuesday  between 
Israel’s  Prime  Minister, 
Buiyamin  Netanyahu,  and  the 
Palestinian  President,  Yassjr 
ArafoL-at  the  EreZ  Crossing  on 
-foe  border  with  the  Gaza 
•'Strip. 

-  Dennis;  Ross,  the  American 
Middle  East  peace  envoy  who 
has  brokered  the  latest  negoti- 
:  ations,  said  the  two  sides  had 
"made  real  progress”  before 
flying  back  to  Washington  to: 
brief  President  Clinton  last 
night 

After  the  document  is  ini¬ 
tialled  by  the  two  leaders,  h 
will  be  taken  before  the  Israeli 
and  Palestinian  Authority 
Cabinets  before  being  signed. 

Mr  Netanyahu  is  expected 
to  face  opposition  from  Ariel 
Sharon.  Ids  National  Infra¬ 
structure  Minister,  who  has 
told  cabinet  colleagues  that  the 
agreement  is  weak  on  security. 
□  Arafat  visit  Mr  Arafat  was 
one  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
pilgrims  who  flocked  to  Beth¬ 
lehem  on  Christinas  Eve.  It 
was  his  second  Christmas  in 
the  West  Bank  dty  since 
Palestinian  self-rule  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  Bethlehem  12  months 
ago. 

‘  On  Monday,  his  Christian- 
bom  wife.  Suha,  lit  a  modest 
tree  in  the  town’s  Manger 
Square  10  begin  the 
celebrations. 
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Greetings 
:  from  the 
Pope  in  55 
languages 

j  ^ROM  Reuter 

'  IN  ROME 


THE  Pope  wished  the  world  a 
happy  Christmas  in  55  lan¬ 
guages  yesterday,  but  said  foe 
spirit  of  the  nativity  was 
marred  by  tensions  in  the 
Holy  Land  and  international 
indifference  to  the  tragedy  in 
Africa. 

In  his  Urbi  et  Orbi  blessing 
and  message,  foe  76-year-old 
Polish  pontiff  said  Christmas 
meant  not  being  resigned  to 
violence  and  injustice,  but 
striving  to  overcome  hatred 
and  returning  to  dialogue. 

The  Pope  spoke  to  thou¬ 
sands  in  a  rainy  St  Peter's 
Square,  uttering  greetings  in 
languages  from  Arabic  and 
Hebrew  to  tongues  spoken  in 
Burundi  and  Rwanda. 

"The  echo  of  foe  songs  of 
Christmas  must  travel  much 
farther,"  he  said.  “It  must 
resound  beyond  walls  where 
foe  dash  of  arms  is  still  heard, 
shattering  foe  spell  of  peace 
brought  by  this  holy  day." 

The  Popk  who  was  celebrat¬ 
ing  Ju's  19th  Christmas  as 
leader  of  foe  world's  960 
million  Roman  Catholics,  has 
suffered  a  series  of  health 
problems  in  recent  years.  He 
celebrated  midnight  Mass  in 
St  Peter'S  Basilica,  but  missed 
foe  Christmas  Day  Mass  on 
doctors'  advice,  underlining 
foe  fact  that  age  is  eroding  his 
stamina. 


-•  jy 


Israeli  police  remove  Jewish  settlers  from  a  roof  in  Hebron  during  protests  against  a  plan  to  withdraw  troops 


WAS  £22.99 


Tongue  A  Groove 
Softwood  Cfodcfing 
1.8m.  Pack  of  5;  a 


WAS  £4.95 


Also  available 
2.1m.  Pack  af.5. 
Was  £5.95 

mmme  petpack. 
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1  Astrocost  Geneva  1-5  Bowl  Sink 

White,  IVFVVfl 

Champagne  wA,  L  •  J  •  KcJ 

orMocca.  ■■  [•  lr 


Gainsborough 
Style  400X 
Electric 
Shower 

8-5kW. 


WAS  £99.99 


Ungshleld  24  Hour 
Mecbanlc<d  Compact  Timer  T25C 


Karcher  210 
Pressure  Washer 

t  High  pressure  hose 
with  trigger 
gun. 


SPECIAL 

PURCHASE 
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f  VIWLMMT^ 
PUBE  ORILLIA 


WAS  £15.49 


JOANNA  HALL 
Department  Manager 
NEW  B&Q  GUILDFORD  NOW  OPEN 


B&CI  Vinyl 
Matt  or  Silk  Emulsion 

Pure  Brilliant  White.  10  Litres. 
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Gainsborough  •  rfSt 

Energy  2OOC0C  .  .xCdfe 
Electric  Shower  m  ft 

9.5kW.  sS  = 

I  WAS  £149  I  j  ! 


SAVE 

OVER 


Dulux  Vinyl 
Matt  or  Silk 
Emulsion 
Pure  Brilliant  While. 

5  Litres. 


WAS  £11.99 
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Bosch  Hot 
Air  Gun 
PHO  500-2 

1500  waits. 


WAS  £6.99 
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5.99 
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Pleated 


AvaHabiein 
various  colours 
and  styles. 


2ag  Toolbox  with  Wasfi 

Organiser  and  Tray  +  M 

16ms  (Not  shown) 


Cove  master 
I  Superior  Coving 
rPackof6x2m 
tenths. 

J  WAS  £12.99  I 


Black  &  Decker 
Jigsaw  KS638SE 
400  watts. 
Variable  speed. 


Amcor  D455LA 
De  humidifier 
3  speed  fan. 
Suitable  for 
a  4/5  bedroom 
house. 


WAS  £279.99 
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Peart  3  Fold 
Acrylic  Shower 
Screen 


WAS  £54.99 
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Candlestick  Lamp 
with  Edged  Coofie 
Shade  TOins 
Available  in  various 
washed  wood 
colours. 


rs 

rAS  £69.99  j 
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59 
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Colonial 
6Panel 
Knotty  Pine 
Interior  Door 

781ns  x  301ns. 


Amcor  D355  Dehumidifier 

2  speed  fan. 

Suitable  for  a  3/4  Was  £229.99 

.bedroom  house.  #>#id#«99 

(Not  shown)  t!Z1V 


I  WAS  £19  I 

£t 

each 
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Whfh 
Cera 
Wan 

Box  C _ 

Covers  2sq.yds  (1 .67sq.m)  approx 


WAS  £169.99 1 


Yd  le  Security 

Alarm  System 

With  cordless  detector,  control  unit,  . 
remote  control  magnetic  contact  ; 
detector,  siren,  cordless  PiR  detector 
and  20m  of  6  core  cable. 

a  Synapse  BoodDght 
MHMPNB  with  Alarm 

®'WSAVE\  '  SHM8B 

jB 'isxS  l  W0*1  InfrcHed 

^  /  Defector. 
500  watts.  Block. 

WAS  £29.99  | 


EWTOU  Filled Ml.-! 
Hectric  /^T7 
Heater  f SAVE 

OR602TLS.  (  /E 
1.5kW, 

3  settings, 

I  WAS  £54.9911 ij 


OVER  60? 

TODAY  IS  YOUR  DAY  FOR 
10V OFF  EVERYTHING* 
WITH  YOUR  CARD. 


EARN  TESCO 
CLUBCARD  POINTS 
AT  B&Q 

Pick  up  a  loaM  In  stare. 

04  apply  m  PM  MmIwumi  or  BAQ  Depots. ; 


OPENING  HOURS 
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Certain  dors  hotas  may  vary,  please  'phone  your  nearest  store  to  confirm. 


A  BIGGER  CHOICE  •  A  BETTER  PRICE 


B&Q 


BRITAIN'S  BIGGEST  D.I.Y 
CHAIN -FOR  YOUR 
NEAREST  STORE  PHONE 
0800600900 

We're  now  on  the  Intemet- 
http://wvrw.diy.co.uk 
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Islamists  warn  Chirac 
of  terror  campaign 


From  Adam  Sage  in  Paris 


ALGERIAN  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalists.  in  a  letter  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Chirac,  have  issued  a 
warning  that  they  plan  to 
continue  their  terror  cam¬ 
paign  in  France,  threatening 
to  “destroy  your  country*. 

The  letter,  written  in  Arabic 
and  delivered  on  Christinas 
Eve.  urges  M  Chirac  to  air  all 
links  with  Algiers  and  inter¬ 
vene  on  behalf  of  extremists 
imprisoned  in  Algeria.  It 
comes  three  weeks  after  a 
bomb  exploded  on  a  Paris 
train,  killing  four  people  in 
what  was  interpreted  as  a 
resumption  of  Islamic  violence 
on  French  soil. 

The  letter,  from  the  extrem¬ 
ist  Armed  Islamic  Group, 
makes  an  implicit  claim  of 
responsibility  for  the  attack, 
saying:  “We  are  engaged  on 
the  path  of  massacres  and 
killings.  We  do  what  we  say. 
The  events  of  the  past  few  days 
prove  it” 

Last  year  the  group  was 
behind  a  wave  of  bombings 
which  left  eight  people  dead 


and  scores  injured.  Its  latest 
threat,  delivered  on  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  hijacking  of 
an  Air  France  Airbus  by 
Fundamentalists,  will  raise 
fears  that  France  is  facing  a 
repeat  of  the  1995  campaign. 

In  the  letter,  which  was  also 
sent  to  the  Agence  France- 
Presse  news  agency  in  Paris, 
the  group  tells  M  Chirac  that 
he  must  meet  a  list  of  demands 
if  “you  want  us  to  stop  killing 
you"  It  calls,  for  example,  for 
the  liberation  of  one  of  its 
leaders,  Abu  Adlan  Abdelhaq 
Layada,  who  is  in  an  Algerian 
prison  after  his  arrest  in 
Morocco  in  1993. 

The  extremists  who  hi¬ 
jacked  the  Air  France  plane  on 
Christmas  Eve,  1994,  before 
they  were  shot  dead  by  French 
police,  also  demanded  his 
release.  The  group’s  letter, 
which  was  signed  by  its 
"emir"  An  tar  Zouari.  called 
on  M  Chirac  to  end  all  support 
for  President  Zeroual’s  regime 
in  Algiers.  France  has  drawn 
the  fundamentalists'  wrath  by 


offering  the  Algerian  Govern¬ 
ment  significant  financial 
help.  Finally,  the  group  says 
that  unless  the  French  admin¬ 
istration  pays  it  a  “tribute"  it 
will  continue  to  kill  French 
citizens  in  Algeria. 

The  demands  are  manifest¬ 
ly  beyong  the  reach  of  M 
Chirac’s  Government,  which 
has  adopted  a  tough  stance 
towards  Islamic  fundamental¬ 
ism.  But  the  Algerian  funda¬ 
mentalists  do  not  appear  to  be 
aware  of  or  concerned  by 
political  reality:  at  the  height 
of  last  year’s  campaign  they 
wrote  to  M  Chirac  urging  him 
to  “convert  to  Islam". 

The  1995  bombings  ended 
when  French  police  shot  dead 
Khaled  Kelkal,  a  French-born 
Muslim  who  had  been  recruit¬ 
ed  along  with  other  militants 
into  the  fundamentalist  guer¬ 
rilla  ranks.  Information  found 
in  his  diary  enabled  detectives 
to  track  down  and  arrest  the 
ringleaders  and  break  up  die 
three  “military  units"  operat¬ 
ing  in  Paris,  UUe  and  Lyons. 


However,  the  French  secret 
service  has  said  that  die 
Armed  Islamic  Group  —  in 
practice  a  fragmented  network 
of  extremist  cells  —  would  try 
to  re-establish  itself.  Evidence 
that  its  fears  were  founded 
came  with  the  Paris  Metro 
bomb  on  December  3.  Then 
tills  week  the  legal  authorities 
announced  they  had  broken 
up  a  ten-man  fundamentalist 
cell,  described  as  “potentially 
dangerous"  Paris  hopes  that 
these  arrests  will  prevent  the 
extremists  bum  carrying  out 
their  threats  against  France. 

However,  given  the  shad¬ 
owy  nature  of  the  Armed 
Islamic  Group  and  the  extent 
of  the  support  it  enjoys  among 
French  Muslims  in  the  poor 
suburbs  around  France's 
main  cities,  the  authorities 
remain  wary. 

The  intense  security  opera¬ 
tion,  codenamed  Vi gi pirate, 
which  was  put  in  place  after 
the  Metro  bomb,  will  be 
maintained  for  the  foreseeable 
future.  Paris  says. 


Multik.  a  macaque  monkey, 
sits  in  a  spade  capsule  before 
being  pot  aboard  a  Russian 
spacecraft  that  was  launched 
into  orbit  around  Earth  from 
the  Plesetsk  Cosmodrome  in 
Russia.  300  miles  below  the 
Arctic  Circle,  on  Tuesday 
(Thomas  de  Waal  writes). 
Two  monkeys  are  on  beard  — 


Monkeys  hack  in  space 


despite  the  protests  of  animal 
rights  activists  —  as  part  of  a 
Russian-French  project'  on 
weightlessness.  “Captain” 
Multik,  three,  .  and  Lapik. 
four;,  will  stay  in  a  .foot' 
square  yard  capsule  for  14 


days  before  being  parachut¬ 
ed  back  to  Earth  in  northern 
Kazakhstan  or  the  southern 
Urals.  7;  f 

The  monkeys  have  had 
space  training,  learning  to 
eat  and  drink  through  tubes: 


They,  have  been  taught  to 
press  pedals  and  computer 
keys  fax  return  for  injections 
of  juice.  The  programme’s 
scientists  are  delighted  that 
the  monkeys  have  mastered 
computers,  and  are.  letting 
them  play  computer  games  to 
while  away  their  hours  in 
orbit. 
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SHAKER  CREAM  is  plainly  more  attractive  ' 

with  an  i  L't-74  sale  prices. 
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Right  now  for  the  January  Sale,  all  cabinets  in 

50  Kitchen  and  Bedroom  ranges  are  reduced  in  price,  most  by  50% 


ADDITIONAL  Whirlpool  OFFERS 


ADG993  when  you  spend  £3,230 
or  more  (axdutfing  installation) 
WORTH  Z59S  .94  (RTtP) 


with  selected 
own  packs 


with  selected 
own  packs 


Refrigeration 


ASK  IN-STORE  FOR  DETAILS  OF  THESE  AND  MANY  MORE  OFFERSI 


20%  OFF 

Laundry 


TJ47K 


A  new  range  ot  appliances  available  exclusively  from  Magnet. 


FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  SHOWROOM 
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Food  for  thought 


Patten  presides  over  the 
end  of  a  Christmas  era 


HONG  KONG  yesterday  cel¬ 
ebrated  its  last  Christmas 
-under  British  rule  and,  as  the 
RTHK  government  radio  sta¬ 
tion  broadcast  the  Queen’s 
Christmas  message,  there  was 
a  decided  “end  of  an  era"  fed 
to  this  vibrant  city,  now  quite 
visibly  preparing  for  its  new 
rulers  from  Peking. 

Royal,  insignia  are  being 
removed  from  government 
buildings  already,  and  on 
Christmas  Eve  the  Royal  Soci¬ 
ety  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals  here  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  would  drop  the 
“royal”  from  its  tide  on  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  six  months  before  China 
resumes  sovereignty.  .. 

■  The  RSPGA  tints  joins  other 
venerable  Hong  Kong  institu¬ 
tions  such  as  the  Jockey  Club 
in  severing  the  rpyal  connec¬ 
tion.  The  future  SPCA.said  rt 
would,  retain  -some  contact 
.with  the.  parent  .body,  in  Brit- 
J'  ain.  but  would  establish  closer 
links  with  animal'  wfellaie 
groups,  such  as  exist,  in 
China.  .  7.! 

As  It  has  for  the  past  147 
years,  the  cream  of  Hong 
Kong's  fading  colonial  society 
gathered  under  the  slowly 
rotating  ceiling  fans  at  St 
John’s  Anglican  Caihedral  for 
a  nostalgic  midnight  service 
on  Christmas  Eve.  joined  by 
hundreds  of  Chinese  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Filipino  domestic 
staff.  The  fatter,  though  most¬ 
ly  Roman  Catholics,  seemed 
quite  happy  to  sing.carols  and 
to  pray  —  possibly  for  the 


Outrage  as 
three  die 
in  Cape 
bombing 

From  Ray  Kennedy 

IN  JOHANNESBURG 


A  CHRISTMAS  EVE  bomb 
attack  on  a  supermarket  is  a 
quiet  South  African  town 
killed  three  people,  two  of 
them  duldren.  arid  left  56 
injured: 

It  was  the  first  such  outrage 
since  a  series  of  bombings  in 
town  centres  by  white  right- 
wing  extremists  before  demo¬ 
cratic  elections  in  1994. 

-  Two  crude  pipe  bombs, 
packed  with  eqjfosives  and 
jagged  metal  to  inflict  maxi¬ 
mum  casualties,  went  off  with¬ 
out  warning  within  five 
minutes  of  each  Other  at. 
lunchtime  in  a  busy  shopping 
area  at  Worcester,  60  miles 
from;  Cape  Town.  :  -  . 

The  .first  concealed  in  a 
concrete  rubbish  bin.  explod¬ 
ed  near  the  crowded-  super¬ 
market  entrance  where  most 
[  of  the  casualties  occurred.  The 
second,  ma  plastic  container 
on  a  pavement  went  off 
outside  a  chemist's  shop  about 
75  yards,  away.  Three  black 
men  were  seen  speeding  away 
from  the  scene  in  a  car. 

Political  leaders  expressed 
outrage  over  the  attack  as 
President  Mandela  hosted  a 
party  for  hundreds  of  children 
at  his  residence  in  Pretoria.  F. 
W.  de  Klerk,  the  National 
Party  leader,  said  he  taped 
thar  South  Africa  was  hot; 
returning  to  the  level  of-yfo- 
lence  that  existed  in  the  anih-._ 
try  during  the  final  months  of 
his  Government  before  the 
1994  voting.- 

In  KwaZuiu/N«aI.  police 
said  yesterday  tharfivepeopte 
including  a  five-year-oki  child, 
were  murdered  overnight. 


-  By  James  Pringle 

Chinese  really  to  let  then  stay 
on  after  June  1997  — with  the 
Anglicans. 

Overflow  crowds  spflt  out 
around  the  cathedral  at  which 
a  British  Governor,  in  this 
case  Chris  Patten,  was  making 
a  last  Christmas,  appearance. 
He,,  his  wife;  Lavender,  and 
daughters .  Laura,  Kate  and 
AUce  were  there,  as  was  an 
extended  Patten  family  group 
that  occupied  two  pews.  They 
heard  prayers  ;  that  Hong 
Kong’S  leaders  be  granted 
wisdom. 

A  Catholic,  the  Governor 
went  to  Mass  at  the  Immacu¬ 
late  Conception  Cathedral  yes¬ 
terday.  Then  it  was  a  round  of 
Christmas  Day  r .  parlour 
games,  such  as  Postman  Pat  at 
Government  House  which, 
under  Chinese  rule,  may  be¬ 
come  a  “museum  of  colonial 


Patten:  hosted 
a  radio  show 
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FEW  POUNDS 
AFTER 
CHRISTMAS. 

(Sale  starts  tomorrow.) 
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WAS  NOW 

Pure  wo  o  l  suits  _  £495  £245 
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■.Pure  wool Jackets  ■  £395  £195 
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history”.  Last  night  he  hosted 
an  hour-long  radio  pro-, 
gramme  of  classical  music,, 
but  he  included  Pete  Seeger's , 
Turn,  Turn,  Turn,  Jimmy:. 
Durance’s  As  Time  Goes  By,‘- 
and  Amazing  Grace.  “I  hope- 
all  is  well  with  you  this 
Christmas,"  he  told  listeners.  ? 
“And  I  hope  it  will  be  well  for 
you  next  year  and  for  all  the  . 
years  after  that  in  this,  one  of . 
the  greatest  cities  of  the  • 
world." 

Elsewhere  in  Hong  Kong,  a  • 
pub  party  turned  into  a  street 
battle  between  highly  paid 
British  labourers,  some  with 
painted  and  tattooed  faces,  in 
Wanchai,  the  once  raunchy  < 
areamade  famous  in  the  1950s 
novel  The  World  of  Suzie , 
Wong.  . 

Soldiers  of  the  British,  gam- . 
son  tried  tobreak  it  up.  but  the  - 
woricers,.some  of  several  thou- , 
sand. Britons  wqrJdng  on  the  • 
new;;ais*art::and('Otha-  con— 
sQurtfan;  .projects,  turned  cm  . 
them,.  trashing  a  7-Eleven, 
store  asthey  cleared  the, 
shelves  of  battles  to  use  as 
weapons,  “ft  was  really  crazy,"  . 
sakLa  barman.  “In  the  end  the  . 
straps  .  were  Uttered  with  . 
people  lying  unconsdous  and, 
covered  in  blood."  . 

But  whatever  happens, 
Christmas  will  not  die  out 
quickly  in  Hong  Kong,  even  : 
though  only  8  per  cant  of  the . 
population  is  Christian:  it  will  . 
remain  a  two-day  holiday 
under  China’s  system  of  "one 
country,  two  systems"  •  • 
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•®K»|  Ian  Brooie 

.  IN  WASHINGTON 


condemns  Serbian  President  for  provoking  street  battles 


THE  Um^  States  condemned 
Presaknt  Milosevic  of  Seriria  for 
organising  and- inciting  protesters 
who  dashed  violently  with  oppo¬ 
nents  of  his  Government  in  central 

Belgrade. 

UnS®nrt«I  by  police  beatings, 
enemies  of  Mr  Milosevic  took  to 
the  icy  streets  again  yesterday 
They  took  brooms,  brushes  and 
detergent  to  the  site  of  his  support¬ 
ers’  gathering  to  "decontaminate” 
the  streets.  There  was  no  sign. 


however,  of  the  previous  day's 
massive  presence  of  riot  police  or 
.  pro-government  workers  that  had 
fhruptly  intensified  Serbia’s  polit¬ 
ical  crisis  after  four  weeks  of 
peaceful  denwnstrations. 

The  accusation  ■  that  -  Mr 
Milosevic  and  his  Socialist  Gov- 
eiinnent  were  responsible  for  die 
street  battles  was  tnade  by  Strobe 
Talbott,  the  Deputy  Secretary  of 
State  and  a  dose  confidant  of 
President  Clinton’s  since  their 
days  together  at  Oxford. 

“The  Serbian  authorities  have 
flagrantly  and  provocatively  cho-. 


sen  to  heighten  tensions  by  bring¬ 
ing  thousands  of  people  into 
Belgrade  to  confront  peaceful 
demonstrations  by  the  Opposi¬ 
tion,  ”  he  said. 

Mr  Talbott  repeated  the  warn¬ 
ing  first  made'  two  weeks  ago  by 
Warren  Christopher,  the  Secretary 
of  Stale,'  that  Serbia  could  face  a 
renewal  of  economic  sanctions. 
They  were  lifted  earlier  this  year  in 
recognition  of  Mr  Milosevic's  sup¬ 
port  in  drawing  up  the  Dayton 
accords  that  led  to  an  uneasy  peace 
in  Bosnia^H  eraego  vina. 

-  The  protests  and  the  strong 


American  reaction  have  been  pro¬ 
voked  by  Mr  Milosevic’s  annul¬ 
ment  of  results  from  municipal 
elections  last  month  in  which 
opposition  parties  won  in  15  of  IS 
cities,  mdudrng  Belgrade,  the  capi¬ 
tal.  The  United  Stales  reiterated 
demands  that  Mr  Milosevic  re¬ 
spect  the  election  results,  negotiate 
with  the  Opposition  and  reopen 
two  popular  radio  stations  that  he 
closed  down. 

.  Washington's  criticism  was  ech¬ 
oed  in  Paris  and  Bonn  where 
Klaus  Kinkd.  the  German  Foreign 
Minister,  gave  a  warning  that  any 


further  violence  would  damage 
Serbia’s  efforts  to  reintegrate  with 
Europe. 

Mr  Milosevic  gave  no  hint, 
however,  of  yielding  to  outside 
pressure  during  a  rare  public 
appearance  on  Christmas  Eve  to 
address  about  50,000  supporters, 
described  by  the  Stats  Department 
as  “rent-a-crowd”.  He  denounced 
the  opposition  leaders  as  foreign 
lackeys.  “Strong  Serbia  is  not  to 
the  liking  of  some  powers  abroad 
and  that's  why  they're  trying  to 
break  it  up  with  the  help  of 
domestic  traitors.”  he  said. 


The  Milosevic  supporters  were 
brought  in  from  outlying  areas, 
but  the  endeavour  may  have  been 
counter-productive.  The  busloads 
of  villagers,  having  received  their 
news  only  from  Serbia's  sanitised 
state-run  television,  were  aston¬ 
ished  to  find  about  300,000  opposi¬ 
tion  supporters  gathered  to  march 
through  Belgrade. 

Although  opposition  leaders 
had  appealed  for  calm,  about 
10,000  supporters  broke  away 
from  the  main  march  and  moved 
towards  the  cordon  of  heavily 
armed  police  who  tired  teargas, 


dubbed  demonstrators  and  waded 
in  to  separate  the  factious.  Bel¬ 
grade’s  emergency  clinic  treated  58 
people  for  injuries.  Five  went  to 
hospital  including  one  man  who 
remained  in  a  critical  condition 
after  being  shot  in  the  head  by  a 
Socialist. 

Opposition  leaders  said  more 
large  protests  are  planned.  They 
are  also  hoping  that  a  fact-finding 
mission  from  the  Organisation  for 
Security  and  Co-operation  in 
Europe  will  soon  deliver  a  verdict 
in  their  favour  on  the  November  17 
elections. 


in  church 


By  Roger  Royes 


AN  APPARENTLY  deranged 
German  woman  has  killed 
herself  and  at  least  two  wor¬ 
shippers  in  a  suicide  bombing 
at  a  small  crowded  Christmas 
Eve  midnight  service.  . 

Yesterday  morning  forensic 
scientists  were  carrying  hu¬ 
man  remains  out  of  the  white 
stone  Protestant  church  in 
Sindlingen,  on  the  fringes  of 
Frankfurt's  financial  centre. 
The  explosion  ripped  a  hole 
not  only  in  the  church  —  the 
shattered  wooden  pews  gave  a 
hint  of  the  force  of  the  blast  in 
the  enclosed  space  —  but  also 
in  the  country’s  festive  season. 
“Why  at  Christmas?  Why  in  a 
church?  And  who  is  this 
woman?”  asked  .a  Berlin  radio 
commentary,  echoing  ques¬ 
tions  posed  around  the 
country;  ’ 

The  woman,- who  was  not 
known  to  the  70  other  wor¬ 
shippers.  positioned  herself  in 
one  of  die  pews.  She  attracted 
notice  only  because  she  was 
still  wearing  a  cape  while 
other  worshippers  had  re¬ 
moved  their  outdoor  gar¬ 
ments. 

Minutes  after  church  bells 
had  finished  tolling  for  “toe 
midnight  service,  the  woman 
detonated  at  least  two  gre¬ 
nades  strapped  to  .her  abdo¬ 
men.  The  blast  immediately 
killed  two  asters,  aged  59  and 
61  sitting,  cm  ti»e  same  line  of 
pews.  Bits  of  bodies  flew 
everywhere.  Yesterday  shards 
of  bone  were  still  being  dug 
out  of  the  church  walL  The 
decapitated  head  of  the 
wranan  —  evidently  in  her  30s  * 
—  has  been  recovered. 

Ten  parishioners  were  tak¬ 
en  to  hospital  Some,  indud-  • 
ing  a  12-year-old  girl  were 
said  to  be  in  a  serious 
condition. 

The  explosion  chiefly  hit  the 
bade  of  the  church.  A  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  next  to  the  altar  — 
where  some  of  the  wounded 
were  given  first  aid  —  was  left 


intact  in  the  explosion,  which 
blew  our  windows.  Most 
wounds  seemed  to  have  been 
caused  by  flying  shrapnel 
Blood  ana  scorch  marks  could 
be  seen  throughout  the 
church. 

Parishioners,  still  in  shock 
yesterday,  could  only  vaguely 
remember  that  the  woman 
looked  nervous.;  Police  later 
said  the  suspected  bomber 
had  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes. 

Manfred  Feist,  a  police 
spokesman,  seemed,  on  the 
basis  of  initial  inquiries,  to 
rule  out  refigiousorpolitical 
motives..  There  had  been  some 
tension  in  the  parish,  from 
which,  the  pastor,  Hans  Blum, 
'  is  due  to  retire  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  no  one  could  con¬ 
ceive  that  he  “misimderstand- 
ings”  fin  the  words  of  one 
parishionerjcould  lead  to  such 
a  massacre.  “The  evidence 
indicates  dial  she  was  dis¬ 
tressed  and  wanted  to  kill 
herself  in  a  spectacular  ac¬ 
tion,"  Herr  Feist  said. 

The  Protestant  community 
in  Frankfurt  is  tight-knit 
.Most  parishioners  know  each 
other -and,  in  the  case  of  the 
Sindlingen  '.church,'  many 
work  in  the  same  place:  the 
Hoechst  chemical  factory.  The 
stranger  in  the  cape  would 
have  attracted  more  notice 
under  normal  rimnhstarices. 
but  die  Christmas  Eye  service 
was  regarded  as  a  time  when 
the  “once  a  year”  worshippers 
came  to  church. 

The  central  question  of  why 
thewomanchose  to  kill  herself 
in  such  a  way  —  innocent 
people,  were  bound  to  be  hurt 
— ■  continued  tojnririe  CJer- 
mans.  One  possible  explana¬ 
tion  is  that  she  wanted  to  pray 
.  before  going  elsewhere  to  com¬ 
mit  suicide  but  set  off  the 
grenades  by  mistake.  Prayers 
tor  die  victims  are  to  be  said 
today  in  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  churches 
throughout  Germany. 


Fifteen  die  as 
bus  overturns 


Dubai:  Six  women  and  nine  children  were  killed  and  38 
other  passengers  were  injured  early  yesterday  when  a  bus 
ran  off  the  road  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  overturned.  A  traffic 
official  said  the  victims  were  Saudis,  Palestinians  and 
Jordanians.  The  accident  occurred  near  the  northern  city  of 
Arar  after  the  bus  crossed  the  border  from  Jordan. 

In  Amman,  a  Jordanian  official  said  13  Jordanians  were 
killed  and  23  were  injured  in  the  crash.  The  official  Petra 
stale  news  agency  said  Crown  Prince  Hassan  had^ordered 
two  military  heficopters  to  transport  the  injured  Jordaiuans 
for  treatment  in  the  capital’s  specialised  Hussein  Medical 
Centre.  ( Reuter) 


Firms  pay  for  pollution 


Tokyo:  Fourteen  Japanese  companies  agreed  to  pay  3.1 
billion  yen  (£16  million)  to  438  people  who  complained  of 
illnesses  from  air  pollution.  The  decision  ended  a  14-war 
dispute.  An  official  of  NKK  Corp,  one  ofthe  world's  five 
largest  steelmakers,  said  the  group  accepted  an  out-of-court 
settlement  recommended  by  courts,  considering  the  age  of 
the  plaintiffs-  They  had  blamed  the  pollution  on  plants iin 
Kawasaki,  an  industrial  city  adjommg  .Tokyo.  Of  toe 
original  plaintiffs,  138  have  died,  mdudrng  .some  from 
illnesses  attributed  to  air  pollution.  (AF) 


Soldier  kills  five  comrades 


colleagues  before  he  was  overpowered"  an  army  spotes- 


Alert  as  cheese  goes  off 


Piwfc  Ait  airline  steward  who  liked  ripe  French  cheeses 
SfS^T^StodrsmeU  to  his  hotel  roomraused  a 
but  rouW  not  ^nom  who  was  in  toe  aty  on  a 

SaS&a-'KS" 

SdEE^ta*<^^E£5££ 

harmless.  (Reuter)  • 
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Police  sift  through  the  wreckage  for  evidence  yesterday  after  the  bombing  in  the  Sindlingen  church 


Moroccans  risk  all 
for  life  in  Europe 


From  Tunku  Varadarajan  in  Marrakesh 


WIRY,  unshaven  and  blessed 
with  a  quick  intelligence, 
Abdelkrim  Ghezali  has  one 
aim.  which  he  shares  with 
thousands  of  his  compatriots 
throughout  Morocco.  He 
wants  to  live  and  work  in 
Europe. 

Part  of  a  stifling  phenome¬ 
non  that  has  made  Morocco's 
young  men  one  of  the  coun¬ 
try's  key  illegal  exports,  Mr 
Ghezali,  23,  is  determined  to 
cross  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar 
next  summer.  He  has  not  had 
"a  proper  job”  since  he  left 
school  at  14,  and  the  pull  of 
Europe  seems  impossible  to 
resisL 

Spain  is  wily  12  miles  away, 
within  reach  for  those  pre¬ 
pared  to  travel  at  night  in 
flimsy  plywood  boats.  Even  in 
December,  when  the  weather 
is  bleak,  scares  are  detained 
every  week  by  the  maritime 
service  of  the  Spanish  Civil 
Guard. 

Last  summer,  when  Moroc¬ 
cans  tried  to  reach  Europe  in 
unprecedented  numbers, 
more  than  50  were  apprehend¬ 


ed  each  day.  About  1300  were 
detained  in  June  alone. 

Sipping  mint  tea  in  a  cafe  in 
Marrakesh’S  open-air  market 
square.  Mr  Ghezali  explained 
why  he,  too.  had  decided  that 
he  would  also  try  to  leave 
Morocco.  "Look,  this  place  is 
stagnant.  Either  1  hustle  tour¬ 
ists.  sing  sad  ballads,  and  turn 
cartwheels  for  the  crowds,  or  f 
starve.” 

Mr  Ghezali’s  choice  of 
word,  “stagnant”,  startling  in 
someone  with  so  little  formal 
education,  sums  up  Morocco’s 
problems  and  its  charms. 
Western  visitors  are  especially 
drawn  to  toe  country’s  un¬ 
changed  ways.  Yet  it  is  this 
apparent  absence  of  change 
which  so  stifles  young  Moroc¬ 
cans  like  Mr  Ghezali. 

Fifty-one  per  cent  of  toe 
country’s  people  are  illiterate, 
and  unemployment  stands  at 
20  per  cent  although  for  those 
under  30  the  total  is  more  than 
twice  that  figure.  Per  capita 
income  in  Morocco,  North 
Africa's  poorest  country,  is 
$1300  (£800)  a  year. 
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16  BODY  AND  MIND 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  261996 


Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford  on 

the  the  benefits 
of  regular 
exercise,  the 
origins  of 
anaesthesia 
and  how  too 
much  drink 
can  affect  the  feet 


Celebrate 
the  men 
who  first 
mastered 
pain 


The  hospital  wards 
have  been  emptied  of 
all  of  those  who  are  fit 
enough  to  go  home 
for  Christmas,  but  will  start  to 
fill  up  again  tomorrow.  Pa¬ 
tients  who  are  being  admitted 
for  routine  surgery  should  go 
down  on  their  knees  in  thank¬ 
fulness  to  doctors  who  worked 
over  Christmas  150  years  ago. 
when  the  first  anaesthetics 
were  used  in  Britain. 

On  December  19,  1846,  a 
dental  surgeon,  James  Robin¬ 
son,  gave  a  Miss  Lonsdale  an 
anaesthetic  with  ether  for  re¬ 
moving  her  tooth.  Miss  Lons¬ 
dale  felt  nothing,  woke  up 
none  the  worse  for  her  experi¬ 
ence.  The  doctors  were  not  to 
be  outdone.  Two  days  later 
Robert  Liston,  a  famous  sur¬ 
geon  in  his  day,  amputated  the 
leg  of  Frederick  Churchill  at 
University  College  Hospital. 
William  Squire,  a  medical 
student,  administered  the 
ether.  Mr  Churchill  did  not 
experience  any  pain. 

Previously  Mr  Liston  had 
had  to  rely  upon  his  skill  at 
being  able  to  wield  the  scalpel 
and  saw*  very  rapidly  to  save 
his  patients  the  agony  of  a 
prolonged  operation.  He  was 
able  to  amputate  a  leg.  tie  off 


the  arteries  to  stop  bleeding, 
and  stitch  the  skin  back  over 
the  stomp  within  28  seconds. 
Even  so.  many  parients  fainted 
from  the  pain,  and  there  was 
an  appreciable  mortality. 

Fainting  was  always  a  mer¬ 
ciful  relief  to  the  rest  of  the 
ward.  In  1846,  operations  at 
University  College  Hospital 
took  place  behind  the  normal 
bed  screens  and  the  shouts  of 
the  victim  were  an  uncomfort¬ 
able  reminder  to  those  who 
had  already  had  their  opera¬ 
tion,  and  a  terrible  portent  for 
those  who  were  waiting. 

Before  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  anaesthesia 
very  few  operations 
were  possible.  The 
28-second  lower  limb  amputa¬ 
tion  was  just  bearable  if  the 
patient  had  a  strong  constitu¬ 
tion.  but  the  concept  of  doing 
more  than  superficial  surgery 
was  unthinkable.  Once  can¬ 
cers  started  to  fungate  (break 
down,  ooze  and  bleed),  they 
were  removed  even  before  an 
anaesthesia  had  been  intro¬ 
duced,  but  contemporary  ac¬ 
counts  describe  the  agony 
patients  had  to  suffer.  The 
only  other  internal  surgery 
regulary  undertaken  was  that 


Riding  to  hounds  with  the  Queen’s  Hunt  at  Melton  Mowbray;  brisk  exercise  can  be  good  for  you  —  but  people  with  heart  trouble  should  take  care 


For  those  who  have  enjoyed  a 
gluttonous  and  slothful  Christ¬ 
mas.  Boxing  Day  is  a  lime  to 
work  off  some  of  the  extra  calories  by 
(along  brisk  exercise.  The  exercise 
will  also  lift  the  mood. 

The  emphasis  should  be  on  brisk 
exercise.  A  stroll  would  not  do  much 
good,  and  violent  exercise,  such  as 
squash,  unless  it  is  taken  regularly  — 
which  means  at  least  three  times  a 
week  —  can  be  damaging. 

The  standard  guide  to  exercise 
regimes  suggests  that  the  person  who 
takes  violent  exercise  once  a  week,  or 
less  often,  is  placing  his  or  her  health 
at  greater  risk  than  if  they  spent  their 
leisure  time  sitting  on  a  sofa  by  the 
fire. 

The  occasional  exerciser  is  typified 
by  the  City  solicitor  who  sits  crouched 
over  his  desk  Monday  to  Friday  and 
then  exhausts  himself  on  Saturday  as 
he  attempts  to  satisfy  his  competitive 
nature  by  thrashing  an  opponent  on 
the  squash  cdurt 

The  person  who  takes  exercise  only 
twice  a  week  has  a  risk  of  cardiovas¬ 
cular  disease,  similar  to  the  slothful 


How  to  stay  as 
fit  as  a  horse 


individual  who  drives  everywhere 
and  lounges  indoors  whenever  pos¬ 
sible.  Only  when  someone  takes 
violent  exercise  three  times  a  week  or 
more  often  is  there  any  apparent 
advantage. 

However,  there  is  no  better  way  of 
reducing  the  possibility  of  coronary 
heart  disease  than  by  taking  regular 
steady  exercise,  preferably  daily.  And 
there  is  no  better  time  to  start  putting 
good  resolutions  into  practice  than 
Boxing  Day. 

Brisk  exercise  can  be  defined  as  the 
amount  that  is  needed  to  induce 
enough  breathlessness  to  make  con¬ 
versation  slightly  difficult  without  it 
in  any  way  preventing  you  from 
talking  if  you  need  to. 


Ideally,  everybody  should  aim  to 
have  20  to  30-minutes  brisk  walk  a 
day.  The  very  term  brisk,  daily 
exercise  sounds  difficult,  boring  and 
even  self-consriousfy  worthy.  But  it 
can  easily  be  achieved  by  parking  the 
car  slightly  farther  from  the  office 
and  then  walking:  by  buying  the 
evening  paper  from  a  shop  15 
minutes'  walk  from  the  house;  by 
taking  the  dog  for  its  daily  exercise,  or 
even  by  seeking  reward  for  a  hard 
day's  woric  by  enjoying  a  glass  of  red 
wine,  another  cardio-piiotective  mea¬ 
sure,  at  a  hostelry  about  a  m3e  walk 
away. 

Almost  everybody,  even  those  who 
know  that  they  have  heart  disease, 
will  benefit  from  a  brisk  daily  walk. . 


but  in  the  case  of  anyone  who  knows 
that  their’ circulation  is  no  longer 
pristine  the  exercise  should  be  taken 
only  when  the  weather  is  mild.  If  it  is 
freezing  and  there  is  a  howling  gale 
blowing;  it  is  safer  to  take  a  taxL 
Likewise,  patients  with  known 
cardiovascular  disease'  should  avoid 
any  exercise  which  makes  them 
grunt,  whether  the  exertion  is  being 
spent  changing  a  cm-  wheel  lifting  a 
heavy  weight  or  doing  press-ups  as 
part  of  a  morning  workout-  . 

A  question  frequently  asked. by 
those  who  have  had.  heart 
attacks  is  whether  the  exertion 
of  sexual  intercourse  is  safe.  The 
general  view,  supported  by  statistics, 
is  that  making  love  is  unlikely  to  lead 
to  heart  problems  provided  that  the 
partner  is  a  regular  one;  arid  ' that 
there  has  been  a  reasonable  lapse  of 
time  after  the  last  heavy  meaL 
It  unwise  to  go  straight  from  the 
table  to  the  bed.  One  word  of  caution: 
brisk  exercise  taken '  late  at  night . 
tends  to  induce  insomnia,  rather  than 
produce  a  drowsy  sleepiness. 


Revellers’ 

revenge 

AFTER  the  celebrations  of  the 
past  few  days  a  few  revellers 
wfl  have  experienced  for  the 
first  time  a  painful  swollen 
joint  —  and  the  ^realisation 
that  they  may  have  gouL 

Characteristically,  it  is  the 
big  toe  joint  which  a  affected, 
but  any  joint  can  be  involved. 
A  gouty  joint  is  not  always 
red.  tense  and  agonisingly 
painful  —  some  patients  may 
suffer  no  more  than  eariy- 
mm-ning  twinges  in  their  feel 
as  they  walk. 

.  Provided  that  the  sufferer  is 
not  an  excessively  heavy 
drinker,-  gout  usually  re¬ 
sponds  to  treatment  with  the 

drug  allopurinoL 

One  type  of  gout  —  satur¬ 
nine  goto  —  is  more  serious, 
and  in  the  past  occasionally 
followed  lead  poisoning.  Old- 
fashioned  lead  seals  over  the 
corks  in  a  bottle  could  leave  a 
deposit  of  lead  around  the 
bottle  neck,  winch  could  then 
be  wasted  into  the  glass. 

Snip  that 
protects 

THE  next  church  festival  after 
Christmas  is  not  a  celebration 
of  the  new  year  but  of  the 
rircumdsion  of  Christ,  which 
coincides  with  it.  It  is  a  pity 
that  more  is  not  made  of  the 
occasion,  for  few  surgical  pro¬ 
cedures  are  the  subject  of  more 
misunderstanding. 

In  many  parts  of  the  world 
the  practice  has  become  the 
victim  of  politically  correct 
medical  thinking  at  a  time 
when  it  is  able  to  offer  greater 
advantages  than  ever  before. 

Apparent  reductions  in  the 
instance  of  sexually  transmit¬ 
ted  diseases  in  circumcised 
men  in  the  Western  world 
have  in  the  past  always  been 
attributed — sometimes  not  on 
very  good  evidence  —  to  a 
dass  bias-  Recently  the  Inter¬ 
national  Journal  of  Sexually 
Transmitted  Diseases  and 


for  the  removal  of  bladder 
stones. 

Advances  in  surgery  which 
have  revolutionised  medicine 
in  the  past  150  years  were 
possible  only  because  of  the 


ever-increasing,  skill  of 
anaesthetists.  The  more 
specialised  anaesthesia  has 
become,  the  greater  the  scope 
surgeons  have  had  to  explore 
the  cavities  of  the  bodies  —  the 


abdomen,  the  thorax  and  the 
skull  —  which  have  hitherto 
been  beyond  their  reach. 

The  news  of  the  two  opera¬ 
tions  done  in  the  Christmas 
week  of  1846  quickly  spread  to 
the  great  surgical  centres  of 
Britain.  Within  months  every 
large  city  hospital  was  giving 
anaesthetics  before  surgery. 

Chloroform  was  introduced 
in  1847.  and  30  years  later 
cocaine  was  first  used  as  a 
local  anaesthetic.  Since  then 
the  art  of  anaesthesia  has 
become  very  sophisticated  and 
today  anaesthetists  run  acute 
and  chronic  pain  management 
teams,  they  control  intensive- 
care  units,  they  coordinate 
resusdtation  services  and  still 
provide  safe  anaesthesia  so 


that  surgeons  may  do  their 
operations — obstetricians  can 
deliver  babies  and  physicians 
may  .  undertake  -  invasive 
investigations. 

It  is  now  possible  for  a 
woman  to  have  a  balqr 
so  that  her  delivery  is 
painless.  A  well  deliv¬ 
ered  epidural  block  provides 
complete  anaesthesia,  and  yet 
the  patient  remains  mobile. 
Recently  a  patient  derided 
during  tiie  second  stage  of  her 
labour  that  her  husband  was 
looking  a  bit  tired.  Sbe  had 
been  up  since  4am  and  it  was 
now  supper  time.  Anxious  to 
keep  him  cheerful,  she  leapt 
from  the  labour  ward  bed  to 
make  him  a  cup  of  tea.  The 


anaesthesia  given  during  ob¬ 
stetrics  is  only  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  discipline' that 
^constantly  improving.  •  - 

James  Paget,  a  legendary 
surgeon.  lived  near  St  Barthol¬ 
omews  Hospital  in  the  1840s 
in  order  to  be  close  to  the 
wards.  His  wife  was  not 
happy  with  this  arrangement, 
as  the  screams  of  the  patients 
on  operating  days  upset  her. 
But.  rite  was  able  to  line  her 
windows  so  that  when  dosed 
they  kepr  out  the  cries. 

After  the  introduction  of 
anaesthesia,  Mrs  Paget  laun¬ 
ched  a  campaign  for  Decem¬ 
ber  19  to  be  a  perpetual  Bank 
Holiday  so  that  tile  advan¬ 
tages  which  anaesthesia  offers : 
can  never  be  forgotten. 


Circumcision:  unfashionable 

Aids  has  compared  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  sexually  transmitted 
genital  sores  of  varying  iypes 
in  circumcised  and  non-tir- 
cumrised  tribesmen  in  Kenya. 

If  tribesmen  lived  similar 
lives  the  number  of  cases  of 
genital  ulcers  was  40  per  cent 
lower  in  those  men  who  had 
been  circumcised. 

These  statistics  confirm  that 
circumcision  offers  some  pro¬ 
tection  against  venereal  dis¬ 
eases. 
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Irrelevant  academic  qualifications  are  an  insult  to  nurses  —  and  useless  to  their  patients 


gy-  fold  days  4nd  long,  add 
p  aifimore  rf  those 
g?  SJSp  ®  hcfepitaL-Sol  isn't  sn rpris- 
little  s![y^eof  perceived  a 

sSS  ^  of  the  year. 

frightened.  Bui  the 
lack  of  nurses,  which  anyway  registers  rather 
^  as  yet  in  ^  trainin^^^ 

tw  A  excessive  demand. 
from  f®  Hie  trouble,  as 

ai^smdent  nmse  knows,  lies  rather  in  the 
Governments  ludicrous  requirements. 

1heK  ^  been  a  dim 
awareness  that  fur  some  tune  there  have  been  not 
enough  people  who  want  to  be  nurses.  We  seek, 
reasonably  enough  I  suppose,  a  financial  explana¬ 
tion.  Everyone  knows  that  nurses  don’t  get  paid 
aiough,  so  why  look  any  further  for  something 
that  would  justify  the  shortfall  of  willing  students? 
After  all,  the  spirit  of  the  age  hardly  embraces  the 
vocational  selflessness  that  earlier  produced 
genera  turns  of  hard-working,  in-paid  nurses. 
i  But  I'm  not  sure  that  is  the  case.  Yes.  I  know 
tfuU  whenever  teenage  giris  are  imerviewed  about 
why  th^y  wouldn’t  want  to  be  nurses  they 
automatically  respond  that  the  pay’s  no  good  and 
the  hours  are  too  long.  Obviously,  poor  conditions 
are  a  factor.  But  what  is  really 
keeping  students  out  of  nursing 
colleges  is  something  called 
Project  2000.  This  is  the  plan  to 
make  nursing  training  more 
academic  and  theory-based. 

And,  frankly,  can  anything  be 
more  idiotic  than  that? 

So  what  happens?  The  basic 
requirements  for  entry  for  .  what 
is  now  a  diploma  course  are  far 
more  stringent  than  they  used  to 
be.  On  average,  applicants  are 
required  to  have  five  or  six 
GCSEs  at  grade  C  or  above; 
there  is  talk  of  demanding  an  A- 
leve)  pass,  too.  This  might  sound 
reasonable  enough.  Six  GCSEs 
hardly  sounds  like  a  mammoth 
intellectual  demand,  I  do  see.  But 
think  of  what  is  required  of  a 
nurse,  of  what  you  would  want 
from  a  nurse  were,  you  in 
hospital,  and  I  bet  the  ability  to 
pass  exams  would  not  be  on  your 
list 

It  is  truly  the  mark  of  an  . 
intellectually  fading  society  to  place  so  much 
misguided  emphasis  on  academic  qualifications. 
All  it  does  is  produce  great  numbers  of  people 
striving  for  mediocrity.  I  know  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  thought  it  was  doing  a  good  deal  for  nurses, 
flattering  them  fay  idling  than  that  theirs  was  a 
demanding,  valuable  career.  Well,  h  is,  but  not  in 
the  way  the  diploma  course  is  making  it  The  scat 
of  people  who  are  natural  nurses  are  put  off,  or 
are  now  considered  ineligible,  before  they  can  be 
given  a  chance.  And  there  is  a  huge  dropout  tale 
among  those  who  do  start  their  training  —simply 
because  the  qualities  that  ,  make  people  good 
nurses  are  not  the  same  qualities  that  make 
people  good  at  passing  exams. 

But  there  is  scarcely  less  work  involved  now  in 
training  to  be  a  nurse  than  in  following  a  degree 
course.  It's  no  wonder  that  prospective  students 
fed  that  if  they’re  going  to  have  to  dog  over  then- 
books  for  three  years,  they,  may  as  well  do  a 
degree  and  try  to  get  a  better-paid  job.  Apparently, 
interested  bodies  are  considering  upgrading  the 
current  diploma  course  to  a  full  degree;  as  IT that 
could  possihly  be  the  answer.  This  is  a  move  m -the 
wrong  (fisection:  the  course  is  not  practically 
enough  based  as  it  is.  Student  nurses  need  to  be  in 
hospitals,  not  dassrboms. 

It  is  not  just  that  the  sort  of  people  who  would 
make  the  best  nurses  can't  cope  with  the  academic 
expectations  made  of  them,  but  that  it  is  making 


the  senior  nurses  who  have  to  deal  with  them  once 
they  qualify  pretty  fed  up,  too.  Because  what  we 
end  up  with  are  supposedly-trained  nurses  who 
don’t  know  the  first  flung  about  what  they  need  to 
do  as  a  nurse.  All  the  assignments  they  are  given 
as  part  of  their  training  -7  health  promotion  in  the 
community,  how  research  influences  drug  pre¬ 
scribing  and  so  on  —  are  of  no  help  then. 

What  they  are  expected  to  study  during  the 
course  is.,  as  student  nurses  have  complained  to 
roe.  research.  They  read  papers  and  papers  and 
have  to  learn  about  what  the  research  says,  how  it 
leads  to  which  findings  and  why,  and  then  the 
students  end  upon  the  wards  and  don’t  know  how 
to. give  an  injection  or  take  someone's  blood 
pressure.  - 

And  it  isn’t  flattering  to  nurses,  it’s  insulting. 
Nursing  is  an  honorable,  worthy  job:  pretending 
it  needs  academic  status  to  give  it  respectability  is 
blunderingly  offensive  —  and  silly.  But  it  goes 
along  with  the  phoney  tides  and  pretensions  of 
modem  disciplines.  It  is  sadly  to  the  point  that 
when  Radio  4*5  PM  programme  did  a  story  on  the 
shortage  of  nurses  the  other  day, .the  snippet  of 
nurses'  training  they  carried  was  a  recording 
from  a  lecture  on  “the  philosophy  of  nursing".  Just 
as  long  as  the  nurse  who  looks  after  me  when  I’m 
next  in  hospital  hasn’t  been 
majoring  on  that  one ... 

-  Now,  1  know  it  is  the  case  that 
nursing  can  entail  duties  that 
require  advanced  medical  tech¬ 
niques.  I  still  hold,  however,  that 
the  ability  to  perform  them 
doesn't  rest  on  intellectual  ability 
exactly.  But  what  I  do  see  is  thar 
nursing  has  a  variety  of  require¬ 
ments;  that  it  isn't  just  one  job. 
So  don’t  offer  just  one — the  most 
demanding  —  sort  of  training. 

It  is  all  part  of  this  ridiculous 
modem  myth  that  everyone  has 
the  same  abilities,  that  we  should 
all  be  able  to  do  the  same  work.. 
In  the  old  days  it  was  understood 
that  there  were  gradations  of 
ability  and  that  appropriate 
work  could  be  found. 

People  who  wanted  to  go  into 
nursing  could  train  either  to  be 
an  SEN,  which  required  tittle  in 
the  way  of  academic  application. 
oranSRN.  In  an  occupation  like 
•  nursing  you  do  need  a  large 
infantry.  Why  deprecate  that?  What  is  certainly 
important  is  that  there  should  be  mobility  within 
the  profession.  That  can  be  attended  to.  But  what 
is  idiotic  is  to  put  fliafewho  could  be  good  nurses 
off  . at  the  very  beginning,  or  rather  before  they 
even  start  In  an  age  of  great  unemployment  it  is 
madness  fen:  there  to  be  a  shortage  of  nurses.  . 

hat  it  all  points  to  is  the  great  gap  in 
our  education  system.  We  are  used 
to  discussing  the  poor  academic 
standards,  but  that  is  nothing  in 
comparison  with  the  poor  non-academic  stan¬ 
dards.  People  who  have  any  number  of  practical 
abilities  and  skills  are  merely  made  to  fed  bad  for 
not  being  exam  fodder.  Oiks  the  school-leaving' 
ager was  raised  to  16  that  was  always  going  to  bea 
problem,  and  unemployment  figures  being  what 
they  are.  no  government  will  ever  want  to  see  flie 
school-leaving  age  lowered. 

I  passionately  agree  that  it  is  important  that  as 
many  schoolchildren  as  possible  can  do  as  well  as 
they  can,  but  believing  that  the  only  training  that 
wiH  equip  them  to  understand  or  survive  in  the 
world  is  academic  is  utterly  foolish-  We  are 
training  entire  generations  to  be  disappointed  in 
themselves  and  in  the  world.  And  we  will  soon 
have  no  one  ready  or  willing  to  do  the  jobs  at 
which  any  number  of  shiny,  qualified  university 
graduates  would  be  absolutely  hopeless. 


Nigelld  Lawson 


Practical  nursing:  a  nurse  needs  hand^on  experience  like  this,  not  a  string  of  GCSEs  and  a  qualification  in  health  promotion  in  the  community 


Being  a  Freud  has  its  problems,  it  tends  to  detain  you’ 


I’d  rather  not  talk  about 
my  family."  announces 
the  young,  pale-skinned 
7-year-old  in  the  grey  wool 
utfit  Lowering  .her  eyes  to 
rush  a  stray  thread  from  her 
nee,  the  words  rush  out  as 
hough  she  has  prepared  them 
ut  is  unsure  whether  she  has 
le  nerve  to  deliver  them. 
Susie  Boyfs  family  are  the 
Vends,  the  talented  tribe  that 
copies  the  spectrum  of  .ac¬ 
tive  careers  in  Ikerature, 
isftkm  design,  television  art 
nd  public  relations.  j 
Given  Susie's  reticenceAfr’s 
dd  that  her  publisher 
ent  me  masses  of 
intings  on  the  life  of 
ither,  Lucian  Freud,  argu- 
bly  Britain’s  greatest  living 
gurative  painter.  His  baric- 
round  is  splashed  with  exu- 
erant  brushes  of  rakish 
ohanianism  and  splattered 
nth  lovers,  wives  and 
hildren. 

"Yeuk."  murmured  Susie 
foen  I  tell  her.  Neither  rakish 
or  bohemian  are  words  ap- 
ropriaie  to  the  youngest  child 
f  the  painter  and  one  of  his 
ustresses.  Suzy  Boyt. 

Susie,  who  has  just  pub- 
shed  her  second  noveL.  pre¬ 


sumably  wishes  applause  for 
her  own  literary  accomplish¬ 
ments.  Emotionally  robust, 
with  strong  new  skin  grown 
through  what  she  calls  ‘‘bad 
patches  where  I  tended  to 
overeat,  culminating  in  a  mid¬ 
life  crisis  when  I  was  21",  she 
says  she -has  turned  her  life 
'around  to  the  way  she  wants 
it  “At  the  moment  it  seems  as 
though  everything  has  come 
together,  which  is  why  I. 
wanted  to  show  in  ray  second 
novel  that  you  don’t  have  to  go 
through  life  really  depressed. 

“I  want  people  to  feel  ambi¬ 
tious  for  their  lives,  not  to  feel 
irs  something  they  have  to 
struggle  on  through.  I’ve  al¬ 
ways  wanted  to  write,  always 
beat  one  of  those  anecdotal 
people  viewing  life  through  a 
series  of  stories. 

“Even  if  I  hadn’t  -  been 
published  I  would  still  write.  I 
had  already  steeled  myself  to  a 
succession  of  rejection  slips, 
believing  that  if  your  writing  is 
-good  then  iril  keep  until  it  is 
discovered,  i  wrote  ihy  novels 
in  the  morning,  keeping  my 
afternoons  free  for  various, 
part-time  jobs.  I’Ve  worked  in 
a  literary  agent’s  office,  in  a 
bookshop,  typed  for  people. 


Lucian  Freud’s  daughter,  the  novelist  Susie  Boyt,  deliberately 
chooses  not  to  use  her  famous  surname.  Interview  by  Noreen  Taylor 


Susie  Boyt;  “I  want  people  to  feel  ambitious  for  their  lives,  not  feel  it's  something  they  have  to  struggle  on  through 


and  have  learnt  to  be  quite 
economical  since  I’ve  lived  on 
my  own  since  2)." 

-  Boyrs  first  novel.  The  Nor¬ 
mal  Man,  has  been  described 
as  an  intelligent  study  of  a 
vulnerable  young  girl-  in 
mourning  for  her  dead  father. 
In  her  second.  The  Characters 
of  Love,  her  heroine  is  an 
Oxford  student-daughter  of  a 
successful  psychiatrist  who 
flits  in  and  out  of  her  life, 
creating  a  craving  which  she 
feeds  through  an  obsession 


with  another  much  older  man. 
her  tutor.  The  heroine.  Nell, 
-psychologically  damaged  by 
her  father’s  attitude,  lists  in  a 
notebook  the  grievances  she 
has  harboured  against  him. 
Unable  to  bring  herself  to  talk 
in  any  depth  of  her  own  father 
and  their  relationship.  Susie 
opts  for  airy  evasiveness. 

“We’re  quite  close  now 
though  1  didn’t  see  a  lot  of  my 
father  when  growing  up.  but 
my  mother  was  marvellous  at 
creating  a  home.  She  is  an 


artist,  but  she  stopped  paint¬ 
ing  for  20  years  to  bring  up  us 
five  children.  She  sold  lace  in 
an  antique  shop.  I’m  veiy 
proud  of  her  and  glad  she  kept 
her  own  name.  Being  a  Freud 
has  its  problems.  Tends  to 
detain  you.” 

Unravelling  the  strands  of 
Lua'an  Freud’s  family  takes 
patience.  Two  wives  —  Kitty, 
daughter  -  of  Jacob  Epstein, 
and  Lady  Caroline  Blackwood 
—  preceded  die  households  of 
mistresses  Suzy  Boyt  and 


Bemadine  Ccrverly.  a  teacher. 
With  Suzy  there  were  five 
children:  Alexander.  Isobei. 
Kai,  Rose  and  Susie. 
Bemadine  had  two  daughters.: 
Bella  and  Esther. 

‘Were  very  close,  my  fam¬ 
ily.  Both  my  parents  were  so 
excited  about  my  first  book. 
My  father  phoned  up  after  the 
first  page,  raving  about  it.  and 
kept  phoning  every  couple  of 
pages,  making  a  fuss.  I’m  very 
lucky  in  having  such  a  sup¬ 
portive  family. 


“Esther  organised  the  writ¬ 
ing  workshop  where  I  read  my 
pieces.  Bella  made  the  coat  1 
wore  to  my  launch  party. 
Rose,  who  is  also  a  novelist, 
did  the  book  jacket  photo. 

“When  I  was  growing  up 
Rose  was  the  main  person  in 
my  life,  although  sometimes  1 
flunk  I  brought  myself  up.  I 
was  one  of  those  very  studious 
children,  one  who  relished  her 
three  hours  a  night  home¬ 
work.  At  rimes.  1  wonder  what 
it  would  have  been  like  to  have 
had  completely  different  par¬ 
ents,  to  have  lived  in  a  house 
with  roses  round  the  door. 
When  you  come  from  a  back¬ 
ground  like  mine,  one  that’s  a 
bit  wild,  there  is  a  certain 
comfort  and  glamour  in  ordi¬ 
nary',  everyday  things." 

Thrusting  forward  her  left 
hand  in  reply  to  questions 
about  her  own  romantic  sta¬ 
tus.  she  cries:  “Look,  I’m 
engaged."  Cozing  down  at  the 
impressive  row  of  diamonds, 
she  says:  "A  real  Christmas 
cracker  of  a  ring  isn’t  it? 

“Tom,  I’d  rather  not  say  too 
much  about  him.  runs  a 
recording  studio.  Being  en¬ 
gaged  is  lovely,  and  is.  1  think, 
a  very  important  part  of  being 


married,  a  prelude  to  some¬ 
thing  that  is  going  to  last  for¬ 
ever.  Marriage  and  children  is 
something  I  would  take  more 
seriously  than  anything  else  in 
my  life.  I  see  my  life;as  being 
one  1  have  created  for  myself. 
Yes.  I  have  been  in  therapy, 
although  I  wouldn’t  want  to  go 
into  that  Let’s  just  say  I’ve 
succeeded  in  sorting  out  cer¬ 
tain  difficulties." 

Perhaps  writing  about 
them  helps.  The  father 
and  daughter  theme  in 
her  novels  is  becoming  a 
familiar  refrain.  Then  again, 
she  has  a  father  who  has 
proved  a  source  of  enduring 
fascination  for  many  women 
long  after  disappearing  from 
their  lives. 

At  the  age  of  74,  he  remains 
an  elegant  figure  about  town, 
often  accompanied  by  a  fresh 
beauty.  The  supply  appears 
endless  despite  his  age  and  a 
ghostly  pallor,  resembling  a 
character  from  a  Gothic  novel. 

1  suggest  he  looks  like  an  ogre. 

“No,  he  isn’t."  says  Susie, 
“and  he's  not  at  all  frighten¬ 
ing.  I  admire  him,  the  way  he 
has  led  his  life,  the  rules  he  has 
chosen  to  five  by." 
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Dunblane: 
time  to  let 
go  and  live 

Magnus  Linklatcr  urges 
the  bereaved  to  move  on 
and  rejoin  the  community 


With  Korean  investment  flowing  into  Britain,  we  have  much  to  gain  —  arid  to  leam,  says  Joanna  Pitman 


I  found  it  hard  yesterday 
not  to  think  of  Mick  North 
in  his  bleak  little  sitting- 
room,  a  dark  place  in  the 
centre  of  Dunblane,  looking 
out  onto  a  narrow  street  near 
the  railway  station.  I  talked  to 
him  there  a  few  weeks  ago 
about  his  daughter  Sophie, 
who  was  killed  by  Thomas 
Hamilton  ar  the  primary 
school  on  March  13.  There 
were  mementoes  of  her  on  the 
walls  and  the  room  seemed  to 
have  remained  untouched 
since  her  death.  [Jr  North,  a 
widower,  knew  that  Christ¬ 
mas  was  going  to  be  tough 
without  her  and  was  not  quite 
certain  how  he  was  going  to  be 
able  to  cope  with  it- 1  hope  ft 
was  not  as  wretched  for  him  as 

he  feared  it  might  be. 

We  are  not.  as  a  nation, 
good  at  coping  with  grief.  We 
tend  to  bottle  it  up  in  ourselves 
and  retreat  from  it  in  others, 
especially  if  it  is  too  publicly  on 
display.  I  remember  the  shock 
that  went  through  a  congrega¬ 
tion  in  a  Kensington  church 
some  years  ago,  when,  in  the 
course  of  a  funeral  service  for 
a  greatly  respected  Pakistani 
journalist,  his  widow  sudden¬ 
ly  rushed  over  to  his  coffin  and 
hurled  herself  on  it  sobbing 
uncontrollably.  This  was  real 
mourning,  which  is  what  the 
service  was  meant  to  be  about 

Yet  the  rest  of  us.  _ 

uncertain  how  to 
react  sank  back 
into  our  pews  and  . 

studied  our  shoes  in  &1V 

silent  embarrass-  leave: 

ment  I  remember  , 

thinking  that  a  stiff  alia. 

upper  lip  was  a  loss,  t 

wholly  inadequate 
response  to  human  1 

emotion.  The  tradi-  beer 

tional  Scottish  way  nntu 

of  dealing  with  UOLlJ 

death  used  to  be  to  ______ 

share  it  with  the  _ " 

whole  community.  The  body 
of  the  deceased  would  be  laid 
out  in  an  upstairs  roam  and 
the  bereaved  wife  or  husband 
would  sit  beside  it  acknowl¬ 
edging  visitors  and  listening  to 
their  muttered  compliments. 
After  the  service,  a  wake 

would  be  held,  often  involving 
the  consumption  of  large 
quantities  of  whisky.  This 
allowed  people  to  say  what 
they  really  thought,  to  offer 
proper  consolation,  and  to 
weep  without  inhibition  if 
necessary.  Usually,  however, 
solemnity  gave  way  to  celebra¬ 
tion  and  a  good  Highland 
wake  would  be  talked  of  for 
weeks  afterwards.  This  was  a 
healthy  catharsis  —  the 
acknowledgement  of  grief  is 
the  first  step  towards  coming 
to  terms  with  it. 

The  Dunblane  parents  did 
not.  of  course,  have  this  op¬ 
tion.  The  deaths  of  their  child¬ 
ren  were  so  sudden,  brutal 
and  public,  that  from  the 
beginning  their  mourning  was 
conducted  in  the  spotlight  of 
world  attention.  Drawn  to¬ 
gether  by  the  trauma,  they 
formed  self-support  groups 
which  met  regularly;  they 
launched  a  high-profile  cam¬ 
paign  against  handguns  and 
backed  initiatives  to  ensure 
that  nobody  should  ever  forger 
what  had  happened.  All  this 
was  a  way  of  coping  with  their 
grief,  but  it  struck  a  ready 
chord  in  the  media,  coming  as 
it  did  at  a  time  of  national 
angst  about  violence  and 
amidst  attempts  to  reassert 
social  values.  The  parents 


Death 
always 
leaves  a  gap 
and  their 
loss,  terrible 
as  it  had 
been,  was 
not  unique 


were  a  touchstone  for  the 
moral  climate  of  the  tiroes. 
Because  they  were  mosty  mid¬ 
dle-class  and  articulate  and 
rapidly  became  well  practised 
in  responding  to  events,  there 
was  no  lack  of  coverage  of 
their  views. 

At  the.  same  time,  what 
began  to  emerge  was  an 
intolerance  of  tone  and  lan¬ 
guage  that  was  faintly  disturb¬ 
ing.  Anyone  who  expressed 
the  slightest  doubt  about  their 
campaign  on  handguns  was 
seen  as  in  some  way 
condoning  violence.  Politi¬ 
cians  were  judged  on  whether 
they  demonstrated  total  en¬ 
dorsement  of  the  parents’  pos¬ 
ition.  and  the  tabloid  press 
routinely  damned  anyone  who 
questioned  their  views.  It 
began  to  seem  at  times  as  if 
they  had  a  monopoly  on  grief. 

It  was  perhaps  inevitable 
that  this  should  cause  tensions 
in  Dunblane  itself.  There  were 
other  inhabitants  who  had 
also  suffered  bereavements, 
more  mundane  perhaps,  but 
no  less  painful.  They  coped 
with  them  as  best  they  could, 
yet  their  suffering  had  to  take 
second  place  to  die  suffering  of 
the  Dunblane  parents.  This 
came  to  a  head  over  a  small 
incident  involving  plans  to 
erect  a  Christmas  tree  in  the 
local  burial  ground  as  a  me- 
_  morial  to  the  child¬ 
ren.  The  cemetery 
f-u  belongs  not  just  to 
u  the  parents  but  to 

iys  everyone  whose  rel- 
1  gap  a  tives  are  buried 
,  -  v  there.  Some  of  them 

TCIT  felt  that  this  was  one 
rrible  gesture  mo  far. 
vaH  ™ey  lodged  pro- 
rests  with  the  coun- 
Was  til,  which  stepped  in 
imi<»  to  fwbid  the  tree. 
1(lue  “This  is  the  first 
_____  time  the  parents 
have  had  to  take  no 
for  an  answer,”  said  one 
councillor.  “But  a  lot  of  people 
have  lost  loved  ones  this  year, 
not  just  the  families  at  the 
school  ...  people  feel  the 
parents  have  gone  too  far." 

That  hurt.  Dr  North,  for 
one.  felt  that  some  sort  of 
personal  anger  was  being 
expressed  against  them  and 
that  it  might  even  be  prompted 
by  envy  of  the  publicity  they 
attracted.  They  derided  to 
withdraw  the  plans  for  the 
tree,  but  could  not  help  ques¬ 
tioning  the  motives  of  those 
who  had  opposed  them.  Had 
they  turned  against  the  very 
people  who  had  suffered  so 
traumaticaily?  The  truth  was 
simpler,  if  harder  for  the 
parents  to  accept,  whatever 
form  death  takes,  it  always 
leaves  a  gap  and  their  loss, 
terrible  as  it  had  been,  was 
not,  in  the  end.  unique.  They 
needed  to  understand  that, 
although  there  was  no  lessen¬ 
ing  of  sympathy  towards 
them,  many  people  felt  that  the 
time  had  oome  for  them  to  step 
back,  to  look  ahead  rather 
than  to  the  past,  so  that  life 
could  begin  again.  The 
ceaseless  publicity,  far  from 
drawing  the  sting  of  grief,  was 
actually  nurturing  it.  ensuring 
that  the  wounds  remained 
open. 

With  Christmas  now  over, 
the  time  may  have  come  for 
the  Dunblane  parents  to  hand 
the  campaigning  over  to  oth¬ 
ers.  to  rejoin  the  community  of 
which  they  are  a  pan.  and  to 
allow  the  healing  process  to 
begin. 


For  those  of  you  wrestling  with 
post-Christmas  dyspepsia,  now 
may  not  be  the  ideal  time  to 
start  experimenting  with  pickled 
union  ol  garlic,  cabbage  and  chilli 
for  breakfast  Sony  to  joU  you  from 
the  comfort  of  your  toast  and  crab- 
apple  jelly.  but  the  residents  of  New 
Malden  will  know  what  1  am  talking 
about 

Kimchi.  This  highly  garlfcsome 
pickle  is  the  Korean  delicacy  largely 
responsible  for  the  newly  odorous 
nature  of  New  Malden  High  Street 
And  like  Bisto  lads  to  the  scent  of 
gravy.  South  Koreans  are  finding 
their  way  to  this  leafy  corner  of 
Surrey,  putting  down  roots  and 
gathering  around  them  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  a  Korean  cultural 
infrastructure. 

New  Malden  has  Korean  book¬ 
shops.  Korean  restaurants,  Korean 
supermarkets,  three  local  Korean 
newspapers  and  a  Korean  travel 
agency.  If  there  were  a  touch  more 
concrete  on  view  and  a  few  gjnko 
tress,  one  could  almost  mistake  the 
place  for  a  suburb  of  Seoul. 

Some  time  during  the  early  1990s  a 
shift  occurred  in  the  attentions  of 
British  politicians  scouring  East  Asia 
for  inward  investment  and  its  associ¬ 
ated  sources  of  new  employment 
Japan,  declining  into  recession  and  a 
bout  of  fierce  belt-tightening,  was 
replaced  as  a  target  by  South  Korea, 
where  the  economy  has  been  growing 
fast  (7  per  cent  on  average  over  the . 
past  four  years)  and  manufacturing 
industry  has  been  readying  itself  to 
launch  a  wave  of  international  direct 


The  very  Seoul  o 
modem  Britain 


investment,  following  In  the  footsteps 
of  tite  Japanese  in  search  of  world 
market  shares. 

A  United  Nations  report  out  this 
month  predicts  that  Korea's  overseas 
investment  drive  is  about  to  acceler¬ 
ate  and  that  roughly  one  tenth  of  the 
new  investment  will  come  to  Europe 
in  search  of  opportunities  in  the 
single  market  it  as  the  Bank  of 
Korea  believes.  Britain  is  to  continue 
getting  at  least  one  quarter  of  Eur¬ 
ope's  share  in  the  manufacturing  sec¬ 
tor.  this  means  we  should  be  in  line 
for  something  like  another  $10-15  bil¬ 
lion  of  new  investment  in  the  next 
five  years.  And  all  this  thanks  to  our 
relatively  manageable  language,  a 
tempting  feast  of  lavish  grants  and 
tax  incentives,  comparatively  low- 
cost  labour  and  cur  exclusion  from 
the  social  chapter  (semi-conductor 
plants  need  to  operate  24  hours  a  day 
365  days  a  year  to  make  decent 
returns  before  they  become 
outdated). 

A  sizeable  flow  of  Korean  funds  has 
already  begun.  In  October,  Hyundai 
announced  a  E2.7  billion  investment 
in  two  semi-conductor  plants  at 


Dunfermline  in  Fife.  Some  2,000 new 
jobs  are  predicted.  In  July,  LG 
Electronics  announced  a  $Z6  billion 
semiconductor  and  consume  elec¬ 
tronics  complex  for  South  Wales.  The 
Welsh  Development  Board  is  expec¬ 
ting  another  big  investment,  and 
believes  that  perhaps  20  smaller  ones 
will  fallow  iL 

Samsung,  the  fourteenth  biggest 
industrial  conglomerate  in  the  world, 
has  established  a  $700  million -con¬ 
sumer  electronics  factory  at  Gates¬ 
head  and  may  soon  add  a  semi¬ 
conductor  plant  there,  and  Daewoo  is 
producing  consumer  electronics  in 
Northern  Ireland,  with  plans  for 
further  investment  in  a  joint  venture 
with  Texas  Instruments.  The  latest 
announcement  from  Hyundai  brings 
total  Korean  investment  in  Britain  up 
an  estimated  $7  billion. 

And  South  Korea's  rising  profile  in 
the  business  world  does  not  stop 
there.  Samsung  has  commissioned 
Terry  FarreQ  &  Partners  to  design  a 
new  headquarters  building  which 
will  be  the  first  major  corporate 
edifice  visible  to  motorists  entering 
London  cm  the  M4  from  Heathrow. 


The  (dans  show  a  dramatic  glass  and 
steel  cylinder  topped  with  an  artful 
arrangement  or  dwpstidc-stylc 
aerials.  -  • 

Samsung  has  also  been  investing 
for  die  past  six  years  in  the  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  Croft’s  Show  (evidence  here, 
perhaps,  of  a  Korean  sense  of  hum¬ 
our,  given  that  some'older  Koreans, 
particularly  in'roral  areas,  still  eat 
dog).  Samsung's  chairman  isagreat 
animal  lover.  He  keeps  a  kennel  of 
120  pedigree  dogs  of  his  own  (as  pets) 
and  sponsors  the  Korean  Olympic 
riding  team,  through  which  he  met 
and  became  chummy  with  the  Prin¬ 
cess  Royal,  who  helped  to  persuade 
the  Queen  to  make  an  exception  from 
her  usual  polity  arid  officially  open 
Samsung'S  Gateshead '  plant  last 
year.  The  company  has  also  spon¬ 
sored  the  Korean  gallery  in  the 
Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  which 
opened  in  .1993,.  and  a  Tate  Gallery 
exhibition  of  contemporary  Korean 
art  in  19952.  : 

Samsung  is  the  first  to *  begin 
spreading  its  name  quite  so  widely  in 
the  British  consciousness.  But  LG 
Electronics  sponsored  the  Royal  Colt 


'  ege  of  Art  centenary  exhibitii ml  this 

year,  and  others  are  bound  to  IdUow. 

Ritaen  perceptions  of  Korea  have 
always  lagged  behind  the 
Because  the  Koreans  are  still  modest 
in  the  geopolitical  and  diplwnatic 
postures  they  adopt,  the  ' worid  has 
toiled  to  underestimate  their  in¬ 
creasing  power.  But  this  month 
Korea  gained  two  significant  new 

-  labels.  Itbecame  the  world's  eleventh 
largest  economy  and  it  became  a 
member  of  the  Orgwsa&m  for 

Economic  Cooperation  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Membership  of  tius  dub  of 
rich  nations  will  probably  bring 
improved  access  to  overseas  markets 
and  better  credit  ratings  for  overseas 

-  loans,  as  well  as  new  confidence.  _ 

Despite  their  modest  but  growing 
influence  over  our  lives,  much  about 
Korean  society  and  institutions  re¬ 
mains  unknown,  hidden  behind 
screens  of  misunderstanding  and 
dicW-  All  foreign  cultures  seem 
paradoxical  at  first  sight.  But  there 
.  are  now  more  than  15.000  Korean 
residents  in  this  country  and  growing 
numbers  of  visitors  —  since  the  ban 
on  overseas  travel  was  lifted  after  the 
1988  Seoul  Olympics,  the  number  of 
Korean  visitors,  to  Britain  has  risen 
freon  14348  in  1989  to  54306  for  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  —  so  we 
should  have  the  chance  to  unravel 
some  of  tiie  paradoxes  and  leant 
about  Korea.  And  the  kimchi  is  actu¬ 
ally  not  too  bad  in  small  quantities 
after  dark  and  a  stiff  drink.  But  for 
true  cultural  understanding,  try  the 
gopchang  hokum  —  “sptdal  cow 
.  dish  with  intestine  sauce”. 


Gossip,  ghosts  and  grace 


John  Aubrey’s  Lives  live  on,  and 
at  last  fame  is  beckoning 


Two  of  next  year’s  literary 
anniversaries  share  an  un¬ 
usual  characteristic.  John 
Aubrey,  the  Wiltshire  anti¬ 
quary.  died  in  1697;  Mary  WoUstone- 
craft  the  classical  feminist,  died  in 
1797.  Both  seem  much  more  interest¬ 
ing  authors  now  than  they  did  at  the 
time  of  their  deaths.  Mary  WoUstone- 
craft’s  lasting  lame  is  now  secure;  her 
Vindication  of  the  Rights  of  Women. 
published  in  1792.  is  the  foundation 
stone  of  women’s  studies,  in  the  same 
way  that  Adam  Smith's  Wealth  of 
Nations,  1776,  is  the  foundation  of 
economic  theory.  Her  perceived  his¬ 
torical  significance  _ 

can  only  continue  to  , 

grow  Tt^/ 

Even  now.  liter-  j//  7/i 
ary  fame  is  only  —Tr  * 
stirring  for  John  \J  /j/JC 

Aubrey.  He  pub- 
fished  only  one 

complete  book  in  —  --  - 

his  lifetime,  his 
Miscellanies.  The  work  for  which  he 
is  best  known,  his  Brief  Lives,  was 
not  published  until  1813,  and  then 
in  an  unsatisfactory  edition,  though 
there  have  been  many  since.  Despite 
his  undoubted  scholarship  —  his 
work  on  Avebury  alone  would  have 
justified  his  fellowship  of  the  Royal 
Society  —  his  contemporaries  saw' 
him  as  a  credulous  gossip,  which  was 
indeed  a  part  of  his  character.  Only 
with  Roy  Dotriccs  one-man  show,  on 
stage  and  on  television,  was  Aubrey 
introduced  to  a  wider  20th-century 
audience  than  students  of  17th- 
century  literature.  His  Brief  Lives  is 
in  paperback. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Miscel- 
lanties,  which  is  equally  enjoyable,  is 
in  print  At  any  rate  1  do  not  see  it  in 
the  bookshops. 

Aubrey  is  one  of  the  two  or  three 
most  readable  prose  writers  of  the 
English  17th  century.  Indeed  the  only 
other  author  who  is  as  easy  and 
delightful  is  Samuel  ftpys.  Like  all 
good  gossips.  Aubrey  relished  trivial 
or  even  ridiculous  details  a  bait  the 
lives  of  great  men.  “When  Sir 
Christopher  Wren  was  at  Baris  about 
1671,  he  was  ill  and  feverish,  made 
but  little  water,  and  had  a  pain  i’  his 
reins  fkidneys].  He  sent  for  a  physi¬ 
cian,  who  advised  him  to  let  blood, 
thinking  he  had  a  pleurisy.  But 
bleeding  much  disagreeing  with  his 
constitution,  he  would  defer  it  a  day 
longer  That  night  he  dreamt  that  he 
was  in  a  place  where  palm  trees  grew 
(suppose.  Egypt)  and  that  a  woman 
in  a  romatic  habir  reached  him  dates. 


The  next  day  he  sent  for  dates,  which 
cured  him  of  the  pain  of  his  reins.” 
This,  from  the  Miscellanies. 

Yet  Aubrey's  curiosity  does  not  end 
merely  with  recording  the  anecdote. 
The  next  paragaph  continues:  “Since. 
I  have  learnt  that  dates  are  an 
admirable  medicine  for  the  stone, 
from  old  Captain  Cooke.  Take  six 
or  ten  date  stones,  dry  them  in  an 
oven,  pulverise  and  scarce  them; 
take  as  much  as  will  fie  on  a  six¬ 
pence  in  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  white 
wine  fasting,  and  at  4  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon:  walk  or  ride  an  hour 
after  in  a  week’s  time  it  will  give 

_  ease,  and  in  a 

month,  cure.  If  you 
*  are  at  the  Bath,  the 

V7//7  Bath  water  is  better 

i  L/r  than  white  wine  to 

M0PP  '  1%wtis  much  in 
OO  this  which  is  of  in- 

. .  —  terest  to  us.  There  is 

the  insight  into  the 
dream:  Wren’s  subconscious  mind  is 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  medi¬ 
cal  advice  he  wants  to  reject  we 
would  now  recognise  that  it  was 
bad  advice.  The  subconscious  pro¬ 
vides  alternative  advice,  which  may 
well  have  been  better  though  whether 
dates  do  help  to  pass  a  kidney  stone 
we  do  not  know:  in  the  18th  century 
they  drank  a  soapy  fluid  to  lubri- 
cate  the  stone’s  passage,  so  it  is 
conceivable  dates  might  have  helped. 
In  Sir  Christopher  Wren’s  dream 
there  are  mythical  elements:  Egypt 
had  the  associations  not  only  of  palm 
trees  but  of  pyramids  and  andent 
knowledge:  there  is  also  the  sexual 
image  of  the  “woman  in  a  romantic 
habit".  This  is  not  modern  medicine 
for  us.  but  it  is  modern  I7th-centuiy 
medicine,  and  makes  some  sort  of 
medical  as  well  as  psychological 
sense. 

Aubrey  jotted  down  other  anec¬ 
dotes  about  Sir  Christopher  Wren  for 
the  collection  of  biographical  details 
which  became  his  Brief  Lives. 
Another  of  them  seems  quite  modem. 
“It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten, 
what  our  ingenious  countryman  Sir 
Christopher  Wren  proposed  to  the 
silk  stocking  weavers  of  London,  viz 
a  way  to  weave  seven  pair  or  nine 
pair  of  stockings  at  once  (It  must 
be  an  odd  number).  He  demanded 
£400  for  his  invention;  but  the 
weavers  refused  it,  because  they  were 
poor,  and  besides,  they  said  it  would 
spoil  their  trade;  perhaps  they  did  not 
consider  the  proverb  that  light  gains 
with  quick  returns  make  heavy 


purses.  Sir  Christopher  was  so  noble, 
seeing  they  would  not  adventure  so 
much  money,  that  he  breaks  the 
mode!  of  the  engine  all  to  pieces 
before  their  faces."  This  is  only  a 
brief  anecdote,  but  it  foreshadows 
the  economic  arguments  of  the  Indus¬ 
trial  Revolution,  a  generation  before 
it  began. 

Aubrey’s  interest  in  the  paranor¬ 
mal  led  him  to  record  many  other 
storks  thai  are  still  intriguing.  John 
Donne,  the  poet  and  Dean  of  St 
Paul's,  went  on  a  mission  to  Paris  in 
one  of  the  very  early  years  of  the  17th 
cenruty.  His  wife,  who  was  pregnant, 
was  reluctant  about  his  going;  he 
decided  not  to  do  so.  but  was 
persuaded  by  Sir  Robert  Drury,  his 
patron.  While  he  was  in  Paris,  he  had 
a  psychic  experience.  Aubrey  states 
that  Donne  told  Sir  Robert:  "I  have 
seen  a  dreadful  vision  since  I  saw 


you:  I  have  seen  my  dear  wife  pass 
twice  by  me  through  this  room  with 
her  hair  hanging  about  her  shoul¬ 
ders.  and  a  dad  child  in  her  arms." 
Sir  Robert  told  him  he  had  been 
dreaming,  but  as  Donne  persisted  in 
his  belief  that  he  had  indeed  seen  a 
vision,  sent  a  messenger  to  London  to 
find  out  how  Anne  Donne  was.  The 
messenger  returned  to  say:  “He 
found  and  left  Mrs  Donne  very  sad. 
sick  in  her  bed,  and  that,  after  a  long 
and  dangerous  labour,  she  had  been 
delivered  of  a  dead  child  ”  When  the 
late  19th-century  Cambridge  psychi¬ 
cal  researchers  came  to  catalogue  the 
sightings  of  ghosts,  they  found  that 
similar  reports  of  phantoms  of  the 
living  were  not  uncommon. 

Aubrey  also  records  phantoms 
of  the  dying  or  recently  dead.  “In 
James  Street  in  Covent  Garden  did 
then  lodge  a  gentlewoman,  a  hand¬ 


some  woman  but  common,  who  was 
Mr  Moftun’s  sweetheart  Mr  Mohun 
.was  murdered  [at  Ebtny  Farm]  about 
10  in  the  morning;  and  at  that  very 
time,  his  mistress  being  in  bed.  saw 
Mr  Mohun  come  to  her  bedside, 
draw  tiie  curtain,  look  upon  her  and 
go  away  .She  called  after  him,  but  no 
answer.  She  knocked  for  her  maid, 
asked  her  for  Mr  Mohun:  she  said 
she  did  not  see  him,  and  had  the  key 
of  her  chamber  door  in  her  pocket” 

No  doubt  any  author  who 
becomes  interested  in 
parapsychology  will 
sometimes  prove  credu¬ 
lous;  one  has  only  to  think  of  Conan 
Doyle  and  the  forged  photographs  of 
fairies.  Yet  Aubrey’s  combination  of 
an  interest  in  all  the  quirks  of  human 
psychology  with  a  belief  in  the 
paranormal  makes  him  hard  to  put 
down.  There  is  also  the  style.  If  one 
reads  the  brief  sentence  which  starts 
the  Mohun  story  from  “In  James 
Street"  to  “sweetheart",  one  has  the 
opening  of  a  perfect  storyteller.  Has 
-.the  word  “sweetheart”  ever  been 
\  .better  placed  to  heighten  the- ending 
'  of  a  simple  souence?  ■■ '  ■  • 

At  first  right  Aubrey  may  seem 
an  almost  medieval  figure;  even  his 
‘  contemporaries  thought  his  cred- 
-  ulity  old-fashioned.  I  have  a  copy 
.  of  the  .  second  edition  of  the  Miscel¬ 
lanies,  1721.  Against  one  of  his 
stories,  an  early  18th-century  hand 
has  written  in  exasperation:  “A  great 
fooL  a  lamentable  foci."  Yet  both 
*  Fepys  and  Boswell  had  a  foolish  ride 
to  their  characters.  The  judgment  of 
the  Biographia  Britannica,  1747,  is 
more  charitable:  “He  was  a  man  of 
good  natural  parts,  much  learning, 
and  indefatigable  application,  a 
great  lover  of  and  diligent  searcher 
into  antiquities,  a  good  Latin  poet,  an 
excellent  naturalist,  but  with  all  some¬ 
what  credulous."  Aubrey  was  also  a 
dose  lifelong  friend  of  the  great 
philosopher  Thomas  Hobbes, 
throughout  whose  life  he  collected 
more  substantial  material  than  for 
his  other  brief  biographies. 

His  great  virtue  far  us,  which  he 
shares  with  Samuel  Pepys.  is  that  he 
talks  our  language.  When  one  com¬ 
pares  him  to  John  Milton,  who  was 
only  16  years  older,  rate  can  relate  to 
Aubrey  as  though  he  were  a  contem¬ 
porary.  Milton  is  far  less  accessible  to 
the  modem  imagination.  Who  would 
not  love  the  man  who  could  write  this 
paragraph:  “Arise  Evans  had  a 
fungous  nose,  and  said  it  was 
revealed  to  Turn,  that  the  King’s  hand 
would  cure  him:  and  at  the  first 
coming  of  King  Charles  II  into  St 
James’s  Park  he  kissed  the  King’s 
hand  and  rubbed  his  nose  with  it: 
which  disturbed  the  King,  but  cured 
him.  Mr  Ashmole  told  it  me." 


Pudding’s  off 


HELP  OFa  sort  is  at  hand  for  those 
corpulent  souls  who  overdid  their 
Christmas  stuffing.  After  the  ter¬ 
rifying  success  of  Lord  Law- 
son  of  B!aby*s  diet  and  the  follow¬ 
up  book,  his  wife  Theresc  is  being 
pursued  to  write  her  side  of  the 
slaty  a  cookery  book  Cm-  weight- 
watchers. 

Should  you  wish  to  take  up  its 


No  pud:  the  simtiine  Lawsons 


recipes  and  take  cm  the  appearance 
of  “lanky"  Lawson,  a  less  cuddly 
soul  than  the  wholesome  Chancel¬ 
lor  we  knew  of  old,  there  will  have 
to  be  sacrifices. 

Therese  said  on  Christmas  Eve: 
"I  am  thinking  about  writing  a 
cookbook  —  it’s  just  that  I  have  a 
good  deal  of  other  recipes.  I  do  not 
think  that  I  could  cook  anything 
other  than  in  a  low-fax  way.  I  could 
not  cook  nursery  suer  puddings,  fix 
instance.  We’re  having  a  low-fat 
turkey  cooked  in  sesame  oiL  There 
is  Christmas  pudding  but  we  also 
have  a  nice  low-fat  fruity 
alternative." 

However,  for  those  for  whom 
Christmas  is  unthinkable  without 
at  Kstst  one  mouthful  of  sin.  there  is 
sdace.  Lord  Law-son  is  allowed  m 
indulge  his  passion  for  Stilton,  a 
favourite  banned  when  he  first 
started  his  regime  but  permissible 
cm  the  maintenance  diet  Think  of 
him  glancing  forlornly  at  the  butter 
dish,  however.  Therese  has  banned 
him  from  approaching  it. 

•  After  months  of  unemployment, 
an  actor  friend  suddenly  found 


himself  with  a  job.  Several  audi¬ 
tions  had  resulted  in  him  being 
cast  as  a  mugger  for  one  of  tke 
BBCs  reconstructions  on  Crime- 
watch,  For  days  there  wets  fizzy  wine 
and  celebration  all  round  'as  he 
and  his  friends  toasted  his  sudden 
rise  from  the  couch.  A  fan  days 
later,  however,  he  was  found 
slumped  in  the  comer  of  a  pub.  a 
cigarette  drooping  sadly  from  his 
mouth.  "Whars  wrong?  Didn't  you 
go  on  Crimewaidi?”  he  was  asked. 
" No he  said  bitterly.  “They 
caught  the  so-and-so." 


Stoned 


SUCKING  up  to  the  Pbpe  simply 
does  not  work,  as  the  Freemasons 
have  just  discovered.  They  offered 


him  their  Order  of  Galilee  award 
for  his  “continual  and  meritorious'* 
work  towards  international  under¬ 
standing  and  friendship.  He  told 
them  where  to  go.  Anhe  back  of  his 
mind  was  doubtless  the  series  of 
events  in  the  lale  1070s  and  early 
1980s  when  the  Vatican  was  found 
in  be  intimately  involved  with  the 
sinister  PZ  Masonic  lodge  in  Italy 
and  the  financial  scandals  sur¬ 
rounding  the  collapse  of  Banes 

Ambrosiana. 

“The  Pope  does  not  as  a  rule  ac¬ 
cept  honours  and  prizes,"  said  the 
Vatican.  That  Roman  Catholics  are 
banned  from  joining  the  Masons — 
whom  thej’ regard  as  a  weird  secret 
society  —  did  not  help,  either. 


Short  fuse 

PHYSICISTS  at  New  College  in 
Oxford  have  been  applying  them¬ 
selves  to  some  advanced  electrical 
engineering,  courtesy  of  the  andent 

circuitry  in  their  rooms.  It  was  in¬ 
stalled  some  years  ago  by  a  bursar 
who  was  anxious  to  cut  down  an 
heating  bills  in  the  fellows-  roams. 
Dr  Joshua  Silver,  an  atomic  physi¬ 
cist  at  the  college,  explains  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  layman’s  terms:  The 
rooms  are  fined  with  a  restrictor 
which  means  the  system  overloads 


if  you  plug  in  more  than  one  elec¬ 
tric  fire.- When  Silver  tried  offering 
his  entrance  candidates  a  cup  of  tea 
at  interviews  earlier  this  year,  the 
result  was  chaos,  since  boiling  a 
kettle  trips  the  fuses  unless  the  dec- 
tric  fire  is  turned  off  in  advance. 

"I  spent  half  the  interviews  on 
a  rickety  chair  fiddling  with  the 
fusebox.”  says  Silver.  "It  was  a 
good  test  for  the  candidates.  It 
didn’t  take  the  sharper  ones  km£  to 
work  out  that  ft  was  a  straight 


r<m'- 

Bottles 
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choice  between  the  fire  and  the 
kettle. " 

• Bar  wit  from  PHS’s  favourite 
wig.  Judge  Barrington  Black.  Sit¬ 
ting  in  Harrow  Crown  Court  the 
other  day,  he  was  confronted  by  a 
man  who  pleaded  guilty  to  two 
charges  of  robbeiy.  After  his  first 
offence,  he  had  been  granted  bail 
try  the  magistrates:  Unluckily  for 
him,  however, ’two  days  later  he 
burgled  again  and  dropped  his 
bail  form,  complete  with  hi  is  name 
and  address,  at  the  crime  scene. 
Jailing  him  for  four  years.  Judge 
Black  said:  ~ll  would  save  the 
courts  an  avfuUotcf  time  if  every 
defendant  left  h  is  visiting  card.'" 

Off  the  road 

THERE  is.  increasing  concern 
among  ponytails  at  the  record  com¬ 
pany  Polygram  pyer  toe  future  of 
Paula  Yates's  -amour,  ihc  singer 
Michael  Hutchence.  who  is  .soon  to 
appear  in  court  facing  charges  of 
opium  possession,  if  found  guilty, 
he  wifi  not  be  able  to. go  on  a 
planned  toiur  of  America. to  pro¬ 
mote  his  new  record. 

According  to  sourias  within  the 
company.  Hutchence  and  his  band, 
fNXS.  were  paid several  miilionsin 


-  -  Hutchence  with  Yates 

advance  rather  then  on  delivery  ol 
their -.  new  record.  Polygram  has 
been,  issuing  profit  warnings  al¬ 
ready  this  year,  so  if  a  Hutchence 
amvKXfan  means  no  tour,  the  wast- 
ed-rraHjons  would  be  particularly 
bad  news.  "Michael  is  very  excited 
about  the  new  album,"  says  his 
manager.  Paul  Craig,  “and  is  cur¬ 
rently  putting  together  his  US  tour 
strategy."  He  then  adds  intriguing- 


fy:  "No  money  has 
for  the  tour." 
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BETWEEN  FOX  AND  IIOUND 

A  modest  proposal  for  compromise  in  the  countryside 


Boxing  Day,  as  much  as  Christmas, 
dqiends  upon  traditions  for  its  charm  Hie ' 
fbotbaU  derby  and  the  charitable  visit  are 
imcontentibus  complements  to  the  spiritual 
and  .sensual  pleasures  of  Christmas  Day 
itself.  But  one  of  the  most  vivid  of  today* 
traditions  could  be  extinguished  by  this  lime 
next  year.-  At  more  than  200  pfcuis  around 
the  country  this  morning  fox-hunters  will 
gather  for  their  traditional  Boxing  Day 
meets.  If  Labour  wins  the  general  election  it  ■ 
is  committee!  to  a  free  vote  on  hwiting 
hounds,  and  the  Commons:  arithmetic  in  the  . 
went  of  a  Labour  victory  would  make  a.ban . 
almost  meyitable.  The  distaste  many  feel  for 
a  sport  which  they  believe  veds  real  cruelty 
with  genteel  dyififKs  is  understandable. 
Legislation  to  ban  hunting  is  not.  however, 
die  most  appropriate  way  to  guarantee  the 
welfare  of  the  cmntryside.  ‘  '  '  y  ' 

Some  defenders  of  country  sports  can 
alienate  the  detached  observer  with  an 
enthusiasm  for  the  chase  which  seems  to  ' 
verge  on  the;  -feral.-  There  are  occasions 
where  huntsmen  do  net  behave  m  a  manner 
either  “wholly  seemly  or  restrained: and  the- . 
use  of  terriers,  in  particular,  requires  careful 
policing.  Outside  traditional  hunting  areas 
pubtic  support  for  the  sport  is  thin.  A  blanket  : 
ban,  however,  would  be  a  clumsy  gesture, 
however  well-mteirtionecL  It  woulddeprive  a 
significant  section  of  the  population  of 
enjoyment  and  employment  with,  no  cer- 
tamty  of  lessening  any  cruelty  towards  foxes.- 
Those  with  foe  best  invests  of  the  . 
countryside  at  heart  should  be  exploring 
how  public  concerns  about  hunting  might  be 
addressed  without  criminalising  a  peaceable 
minority.  Progress  of  this  kind  has,  uxtfnitur- 
nately.  been  obstructed  by  the  narrowness  of 
foe  position  adopted  by  some  of  foe  most 
vigorous  opponents  of  hunting,  riot  least  the  - 
League  against  Cruel  Sports.  Bhur  former  - 


senior  members  of  the  league,  including  two 
past  chairmen,  recently  left  foe  organisation 
in  despair  at  its  inflexible  attitude.  They 
have  established  a  new  grouping,  the 
WSdfife  Network,  designed  to  bring  to¬ 
gether  those  opposed  to  animal  cruelty  and 
keen  to  establish  a  reasonable  dialogue  with 
supporters  of  hunting. 

The  Wildlife  Network  believe  that  an  end 
to  traditional  fox-hunting  would  -ensure 
neither  longer  lives  nor  easier  deaths  for 
rural  foxes:  Farmers  do  not  allow  hunts  over 
their  land  out  of  sentiment  but  because  they 
want,  a  predator  who  deprives  them  of 
livestock,  and  income  to  be  pursued.  If 
hunting  ends,  then  farmers  will  still want  to 
protect  their sheep  and  chickens. 

Members  ,  of  foe  Wildlife  Network  fear 
that 'Withom  hunting,  many  formers  ntight 
be-  tempted  info  trying  to  control  foe  fax 
population  by  shooting,  snaring  or  illegal 
gassing.  Huntjrigis  a  more  humane  method 
of  controlling  fences,  and  it  could  be  made 
more  acceptable  with  effective  regulation. 
Huntersvaware  of  foe  level  of  opposition  to 
their ;  sport,  should  co-operate  with  those 
who  wish  to  see  it  continue,  but  controlled, 
f  The  Countryside  Movement,  an  all-parly 
body  chaared  by  Sir  David  Steel  is  currently 
holding  an  inquiry  info  the  ethics  ana 
effectiveness  of  fax-hunting  and  is. due  to 
report  in  March.  It  would  be  unwise  to  pre¬ 
empt  all  the  report*  recommendations,  but 
the  preparedness  of  foe  former  anti-hunting 
activists  of  the  Wildlife  Network  to  concede 
the  case  for  hunting’s  survival  tallies  with 
the  conclusions  of  many  independent  figures 
who  have  examined  foe  evidence.  In  a 
country  increasingly  estranged  from  its 
rural  foots,  an  open  mind  and  tolerant 
disposition  towards  the  settled  habits  of  the 
countryside  are.the  least  apeshould  expect 
from  enlightened  legislature 


AVERY  ENGLISH  ROMAN 

Two  thousand  years  ago;  Seneca  the  Younger  was  born  in  3BC 


Lucius  Annaeus  Seneca,  the  Younger,  was 
bom  at  Coiduba.  the  modem  Civdoba,  in 
southern  Spain  2.000  years  ago.  That 
sentence  might  stand  as  a  paradigm  for  ah 
entry  in  a  reference  bode.  But  what  possible 
relevance  can  it  have  for  a  daily  newspaper 
today?  Whar  is  Seneca  to  us,  or  we  to  Seneca? 

Even  for  classical  scholars,  Seneca  comes 
from  the  silver  net  the  golden  age.  IBs  works 
are  not  mainstream.  His  grotesque  and  gory 
tragedies  influenced  foe  genre  of  blood-and- 
thimder  melodrama  that  is  ,  . 
stnipopulzron  the  screen.  But, 
compared  with  both, -fife  and 
entertainment  in  foe  late  20th 
century,  they  no  longer  seem 
as  extravagant,  shocking  or  in¬ 
credible  asthey  once  did 

Seneca  can  be  criticised  for 
hypocrisy.  He  always  has  been.  He  was  an 
original  fat  cal  who  preached  the  un¬ 
importance  of  wealth.  He  never  gave  up  his 
own  vast  wealth  until  it  was  extracted  from 
him.  And  he  was  afro  a  versatile  scribbler 
who  served  one  of  Rome*  very  worst 
tyrants. 

The  reason  that  Seneca  is  still  relevant  to 
politics  today  is  because  he  was  an  early  spin 
doctor  lurking  in  foe  arras  behind  ins  ruler. 
He  was  an  intellectual  who'  adventured  into 
politics  in  order  to  change  the  world.  As 
Nero*  “tutor",  for  a  short  period  he  became 
a  master  of  the  universe.  He  understood 
human  nature  in  that  harsh  empire,  and 
after  Boadicea*  rebellion  persuaded  his 
Emperor  to  adopt  a  policy  of  appeasement 
towards  foe  British  rather  than  reprisal  Fbr 
a  time  he  persuaded  his  golden  boy  to  adojrt 
humane  manifestos  and  even  decent  poli¬ 
cies-  He  wrote  cautiously  liberal  speeches 
n-nri  soundbites  for  his  master.  His  Stoic 
philosophy  seemed  so  attractive  that  the 
Christians  made  up  a  legend  that  he  knew  St 


Paul-  But  all  political  careers  must  come  to 
dust.  That  gloomy  axiom  applies  particu¬ 
larly  to  intellectuals  who  sleepwalk  into 
politics,  from  Socrates  and  Francis  Bacon  to 
Adlai  Stevenson  fold  Keith  Joseph. 

hi  Seneca*  caseins  defeat  was,  fittingly,  a 
bloody  tragedy.  Tacitus  gives  a  vivid  account 
of  how  Seneca  was  ordered  to  open  his  vans, 
which  bled  inadequately  because  he  was  so 
old. -His  State  suicide-  was  histrionically 
!  modelled  on  that  of  Socrates,  Arid  he  seems 
.  .  \\.'  >  .  to  have  been  at  the  very  least  a 
tolerable  old  Roman  husband. 
far  fife  young -wife  folkiwed 
suit.  Taritus;  found  ther  wfoole 
business  a  bit  top  much,  and 
preferred  foe  sarcastic  death  of 
Petronius,  raging  against  his 
demon  Emperor. 

Seneca  was  abil  of  a  fraud.  He  professed 
high  moral  standards  while  condoning  (and 
even  assisting)  Nero*  crimes,  which  in¬ 
cluded  murder  and  matricide.  He  flattered 
those  in  power  and  was  an  expert  at  lobby 
intrigue  and  the  old-boy-network.  He  was  a 
high,  player  in'  a  regime  that  became 
monstrous.  And  he  paid  the  price. 

But  Seneca*  career  was  also  an  example 
of  how  the  intellectual  should  engage  in 
politics.  For  his  teaching  was  more  complex 
than  it  has  been  presented  by  angry 
puritans.  He  advocated  giving  honest  advice 
to  his  masters  while  avoiding  offence  and 
provocation.  He  had  a  sympathy  for 
underdogs  and  human  weakness.  He  was 
aware  of  how  hard  it  is  to  be  good.  He  was 
not  ,  a  model  of  virtue.  But  he  was  more 
honest  about  his  failings  than  modem 
intellectuals  and  an  encouragement  to  frail 
human  beings.  Let  him  stand  for  an  early 
endearing  example  of  British  pragmatism  in 
philosophy  and  politics.  Politics  still  needs 
Its  intellectuals  as  well  as  its  fixers. 


NEPTUNE’S  BIG  SECRET 

Man  is  a  sucker  for  the  unknown 


Humanity*  thirst  to  explore  new  worlds  can 
blind  it  to  the  wonders  of  the  old.  The 
possibility  of  life  on  other  planets  has 
bewitched  scientists  this  year,  but  almost 
more  intriguing,  and  certainly  worthier  of 
study,  are  the  mysterious  life-forms  which 
share  our  world  but  have,  so  far,  eluded  our 
attention.  The  most  compelling  of  these 
creatures  is  the  giant  squid,  a  native  pf  New 

Zealand  which  has  never  been  seen  alive  bqt 

whose  60-foot  long  cadaver  has  been  wasted 
up  cgi  antipodean  shores.  The  cephalopod* 
South  Seas  seclusion  may  end  next  year 
whenan  American  expedition  hopes  to  track 
it  to  its  lair.  With  so  muchingenmty  having 
been  lavished  on  investigating  ufe  on  the 
planet  Mare  it  is  reassuring  to  knew  mat 
there  is  stfll  an  appetite  for  exploring  life  m 

the  realm  of  Neptune. 

Science  knows  little  of  the  gfgt  sqiud, 
archxteutkis.  fts  behaviour,  breeding.  Idl¬ 
ing  and  swimming babits  area 
sooitist  Clyde  Roper,  who  hopes  to  dune 

believes  he  will  encounter  it  hundreds  ot 
uapiipc  under  the  sea  but  is  unsure  quite 

fens  encounters  foe  foot-wide  eyes  of  the 

has rescued  foe  gfcmt  squid 
from  its  hermitage  and 


with  teniaded  leviathans.  Tennyson  was 
captivated' by  the  Kraken,  a  giant  squid 
which  rests  on  the  ocean  bottom  until, 
roused  by  foe  fires  of  hell,  it  rises  to  foe 
surface  and  dies.  The  dweller  “in  foe 
abysmal  sea”  wifo  “unnumbered  polypi”  of 
which  Tennyson  wrote  was  a  Nordic  rayth. 

The  Lincolnshire  laureate  was  inspired  by 
tales  from  Scandinavia.  The  first  sighting  of 
foe  Kraken  was  reported  by  the  Swedish 
Bishop  Olaus  Magnus  in  1555.  The  squid, 
like  its  briny  cousin  the  siren,  won  its  prey 
by  deceit  Magnus  described  foe  Kraken* 
skin  as  so  lilas  gravel  on  the  seashore  as  to 
tempt  men  on  to  what  they  imagined  to  be 
an  island;  Then,  as  they  roasted  their 
victuals  on  its  bade  they,  in  turn,  became 
supper  themselves.  The.  Kraken  could, 
however^  like  all  Creation,  be  tanned  by 
divine  intervention.  In  1700  a  Danish  priest,. 
Bartholfanus,  survived  an  hour  on  the 

Kraken*  back  by  celebrating  Mass. 

The  giant  squid  which  inhabits  foe  South 
Pacific  appears,  on  foe  available  evidence,  to 
be  altogether  less  aggressive  than  its 
mythical  Norse  relative.  More  preyed  upon 
than  preying,  its  beaks  are  regularly  found 
in  foe  .  stomachs  of  sperm  whales.  The 
pursuit  of  a  sperm  whale  in  Moby  Did t 
provided  foe  motel  novel  with  its  Grail 
quest  and  foe  seardi  for  foe.  giant  squid 
provides  science  at  foe  end  of  the  millen¬ 
nium  whh  its  most  appropriate  quarry— the 

pursuit  of  the  last  great  living  creature  to 

evade  man’s  eye. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Duke’s  right  to 
speak  on  gun  law 

From  Lord  St  John  of  Fawsley 

Sir,  Any  encounter  with  Lord  Wyatt  of 
Weeford,  either  public  or  private,  is  an 
exhilarating  and  unpredictable  exper¬ 
ience.  I  lime  expected  when  we  ex¬ 
changed  a  few  words  on  a  television 
programme  last  week,  on  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh*  contribution  to  the  gun- 
law  debate,  thar  l  would  find  myself  in 
a  starring  role  in  Lord  Wyatt's  always 
stimulating  reflections  in  The  Times 
(artide,  December  24). 

I  am  the  last  person  to  want  to 
prolong  this  tiresome  controversy,  but 
Lord  Wyatt  has  not  got  what  I  said  or 
the  constitutional  implications  of  foe 
matter  quite  right. 

My  view  is  that  Prince  Philip  has  an 
indefeasible  right  to  make  his  views 
known  in  any  manner  he  pleases  but 
that  it  would  have  been  better  on  such 
a  complex  issue  for  them  to  have  been 
set  out  in  a  measured  speech  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  of  which  he  is  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  member,  rather  than  in  a 
dread  soundbite  which  could  be  and 
was  sensationalised  and  misrepresen¬ 
ted. 

Such  a  course  would  have  been 
constitutionally  correct.  The  conven¬ 
tion  is  not  as  Lord  Wyatt  appears  to 
think  that  Prince  Philip  should  not 
speak  on  political  questions,  but  that 
he  should  not  take  sides  in  matters  of 
party  politics.  The  gun-law  debate  is 
one  in  which  foe  parties  are  in  broad 
agreement  and  opinion  is  divided  in  a 
cross-bench  way.  It  would  thus  be 
wholly  proper  constitutionally  for  the 
Duke  to  set  put  foe  issue  in  a  non¬ 
partisan  way  in  the  Lords. 

Lord  Wyatt  thinks  the  Duke  is  freer 
to  speak  because  he  has  not  been  gra¬ 
nted  foe  title  of  Prince  Consort  but  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  as 
that  title  is  exclusively  honorific  and 
carries  no  constitutional  implications. 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
ST  JOHN  OF  FAWSLEY, 

House  of  Lords. 

December  24. 


Gorbachev,  Pravda  and  The  Times 


From  the  Chairman  of  Doubleday 

Sir.  I  am  happy  to  correct  foe  mislead¬ 
ing  impression  given  by  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  error  in  our  Englishman  guage 
edition  of  Mikhail  Gorbachev's  Mem¬ 
oirs. 

In  a  letter  published  in  The  Times 
co  November  2  (see  also  letter.  No¬ 
vember  14)  Professor  Norman  Davies 
drew  attention  to  a  misleading  picture 
caption  in  that  book  which,  he  believ¬ 
ed.  showed  that,  deliberately  or  other¬ 
wise.  Mr  Gorbachev  had  confused  the 
village  of  Khatyn,  in  Belarus,  where 
Soviet  citizens  were  executed  fey  foe  oc¬ 
cupying  German  forces  between  1941 
and  1944,  with  Katyn,  near  Smolensk 
in  Russia,  the  site  of  the  secret  murder 
of  thousands  of  Polish  officers  by  the 
Soviet  NKVD  in  1940. 

Professor  Davies*  point  has  once 
been  picked  up  b y  Pravda,  which  pub¬ 
lished  an  artide  on  December  10,  en¬ 
titled  “So  Khatyn  or  Katyn?”  and  sub¬ 
titled  “British  historians  are  amazed 
at  die  confusion  in  the  Memoirs  of 
Mikhail  Gorbachev”.  The  artide  con- 
dudes:  “If  this  kind  of  confusion  is.  as 
you  can  see.  deeply  rooted  in  foe  Sovi¬ 
et  Union*  establishment,  then  can  we 
be  quite  sure  of  some  offidals  in  the 


present  Kremlin  administration?" 

Both  Professor  Davies*  letter  and 
foe  Pravda  artide  are  based  on  the 
same  false  assumption.  The  mislead¬ 
ing  caption  arose  from  a  correction 
made  in  proof  by  one  of  our  former 
staff,  which  was  not  seen  either  by  Mr 
Gorbachev  or  his  advisers.  We  take 
full  responsibility  for  this  mistake, 
which  will  of  course  be  corrected  in  all 
future  editions. 

Far  from  being  guilty  of  disinfor¬ 
mation.  Mr  Gorbachev  deserves  cred¬ 
it  as  the  first  Russian  leader  to  ack¬ 
nowledge  Soviet  responsibility  for  the 
Katyn  massacres.  Indeed,  his  mem¬ 
oirs  tackle  this  issue  head-on  fop  480- 
481). 

Not  the  least  of  Mr  Gorbachev* 
achievements  as  leader  of  his  great 
country  was  to  introduce  glasnost,  en¬ 
abling  painful  episodes  such  as  Katyn 
or  the  Soviet-German  pact  to  be  dis¬ 
cussed  openly  within  the  nations  of 
the  former  Soviet  Union  for  the  first 
time: 

Yours  faithfully, 

STEPHEN  RUBIN. 

Chairman,  Doubleday. 

61-63  Uxbridge  Road,  W5. 

December  20. 


Preserving  Sunday  as  a  day  of  rest 


Divided  parties 

From  Mr  Julian  Grainger 

Sir.  Robert  Worcester  of  MORI  (re¬ 
ports,  December  13)  repeats  the  asser¬ 
tion  often  made  by-political  leaders 
and  commentators  that  “Voters  react  » 
strongly  against  divided  parties". 

•  .His  evidence  is  thatof  those  ques-  - 
fioned  on  the  image  of  the  parties  two 
months  ago:  43  per  cent  described  the 
Conservatives  as  “divided"  as  com¬ 
pared  with  14  per  cent  in  September 
1991  Similar  polls  have  noted  similar 
observations  by  the  electorate. 

The  trouble  is  thai'none  of  the  polls 
ever  seems  to  test  the  importance  of 
"division"  by  asking  whether  it  actual¬ 
ly  matters  to  the  average  voter.  In  my 
experience  as  a  political  canvasser 
over  many  years,  few  (if  any)  people 
mention  party  divisions  over  issues- 
such  as  law  and  order,  taxes  or  Eur¬ 
ope.  • 

Party  leaders  do  democracy  a  dis¬ 
service  by  trying  to  preserve  an  artifi¬ 
cial  unity.  If  the  result  is  an  impres¬ 
sion  that  politicians  say  one  thing  in 
public  and  another  in  private,  then 
perhaps  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  el¬ 
ectorate  hold  them  in  such  low  es¬ 
teem. 

It  is  sometimes  argued  that  La¬ 
bour*  heavy  defeat  in  1983  was  due  to 
their  public  divisions  over  disarma¬ 
ment  Perhaps  it  was  actually  the  offi¬ 
cial  policy  of  unilateralism  that  was 
unpopular.  Similarly,  perhaps  the 
Conservatives'  present  problems  stem 
from  their  official  policy  on  Europe 
rather  than  “divisions". 

Party  unity  is  not  credible  in  the 
eyes  of  many  voters.  Efforts  by  party 
leaderships  to  stifle  dissenting  back¬ 
benchers  who  reflect  genuine  con¬ 
cerns  may  eventually  prove  counter¬ 
productive. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JULIAN  GRAINGER, 

30  Homestead  Road, 

Cbdsfield,  Orpington,  Kent 
December  14. 


Mind  over  matter 

From.  Mrs  Heather  Edwards 

Sir,  l  find  it  extremely  hard  to  believe 
that  my  late  husband.  Dr  Harold  Ed¬ 
wards,  would  have  ever  deliberately 
driven  over  a  motorcycle  parked  in  his 
parking  space  (letter,  December  19). 
He  had  far  too  high  a  regard  for  the 
precision  of  machinery,  including 
motorcycles,  having  owned  one  in  his 
youth. 

More  likely  is  that  he  was  rather  a 
small  man  in  a  very  large  car  and 
simply  did  not  see  it,  whatever  the 
views  of  foe  students  afterwards. 

Yours  faithfully. 

HEATHER  EDWARDS, 

Cardinal  House, 

The  Green.  Hampton  Court  Surrey. 
December  20. 


Millennial  values 

Front  Councillor  Mrs  Elizabeth  Holt 

Sir.  Aimo  Domini  2000.  Seven  hun¬ 
dred  million  pounds  to  be  spent  on  an 
exhibition?  Bearing  in  mind  the  fact 
that  Our  Lord  was  bom  in  a  stable; 
would  ft  not  be  more  appropriate  to 
use  this  sum  on  housing  several  thou¬ 
sand  homeless  families? 

Just  a  Christmas  thought 

Yours  sincerdy. 

ELIZABETH  HOLT. 

OrJeton  Hall, 

Wellington,  "ratonl.  Shropshire. 
December  22. 


From  Mr  David  HaUam.  MEP  for 
Shropshire.  Herefordshire  and  Wyre 
Forest  (Socialist  Group  (Labour) ) 

Sr .  Earlier  this  month  the  European 
Parliament  passed  a  declaration  re- 
cognising  the  special  character  of  Sun¬ 
day.  Die  issue  arose  because  the  Eur¬ 
opean  Court  of  Justice  had  agreed 
with  the  British  Government  that 
Sunday  should  have  no  special  status 
in  foe  implementation  of  the  working¬ 
time  directive. 

The  declaration  had  the  support  of 
most  political  parties  within  the  Par¬ 
liament  —  Socialists.  Christian  Dem¬ 
ocrats.  Gaullists,  Greens  and  Com¬ 
munists.  It  acknowledged  the  special 
position  of  people  of  other  faiths, 

Throughout  Europe  there  is  grow¬ 


ing  disquiet  at  the  erosion  of  Sunday 
as  a  day  of  rest,  worship  and  tranquil¬ 
lity.  What  we  now  see  in  every  "high 
street  and  shopping  maU  in  England 
is  being  repeated  in  many  other  Euro¬ 
pean  towns  and  rides.  Those  denied 
Sunday  lunch  with  their  families  are 
nearly  always  low-paid  and  obliged  to 
work  long  hours  to  make  a  living. 

It  is  time  for  the  citizens  of  Europe  to 
reclaim  their  Sundays  from  the  global 
marketplace.  The  European  Parlia¬ 
ment  has  recognised  foe  strength  of 
this  grassroots  yearning. 

Yours. 

DAVID  HALLAM, 

European  Parliament, 

97  Rue  Belliard,  1040  Brussels. 
December  20. 


On  the  ‘Alpha’  course 

From  Dr  Ruth  J.  Boaden 

Sir.  As  someone  who  has  been  invol¬ 
ved  in  several  “Alpha"  courses  within 
my  local  church.  I  was  interested  to 
read  of  Dominic  Kennedy*  experien¬ 
ces  (Weekend.  December  14).  The  em¬ 
phasis  on  “miracles,  healing,  proph¬ 
ecy"  which  was  made  by  foe  curate, 
Nicky  Gurnbel.  is  not  necessarily  the- 
only -slant  on  the- material  produced 
by  Holy  Trinity  Brampton  (HTB). 

In  our  courses  we  have  found  foe  in¬ 
tellectual  rigour  of  the  material  —  in 
terms  of  presentation  and  structure — 
to  be  a  key  feature.  Many  of  those  who 
have  participated  have  grown  to  un¬ 
derstand  more  about  Christianity, 
even  if  they  have  not  “become  Christ¬ 
ians"  by  the  end  of  foe  course. 

Our  discussions  have  been  more  of 
the  “Why  does  the  Bible  say  this?”, 
“Isn’t  Christianity  arrogant?"  variety 
than  an  evangelical  form  of  “group 
therapy".  I  believe  strongly  that 


Christianity  does  stand  up  to  intellec¬ 
tual  scrutiny  and.  as  a  Christian  for  a 
number  of  years.  Alpha  has  helped 
me  to  renew  that  understanding. 

Alpha  is  not  simply  about  supernat¬ 
ural  signs  and  wonders:  we  have  seen 
very  few  “quivers,  jerks,  babbles”  but 
many  people  1  know  have  deepened 
their  understanding  and  experience; 
some  have  come  to  know  God  for  the 
first  time.  . 

Many  of  us  have  lives  where  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  see  God  at  work  without 
such  obvious  (and  potentially  distur¬ 
bing)  supernatural  signs.  If  Dominic 
Kennedy  viewed  the  course  more  as  a 
way  to  introduce  people  to  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  a  living  God  rather  than  a 
series  of  coincidences,  he  might  have 
got  to  the  heart  of  foe  success  of  the  Al¬ 
pha  “formula". 

Yours, 

RUTH  J.  BOADEN. 

30  Marlborough  Close, 

Ramsbottom.  Bury.  Lancashire. 
December  18. 


An  open  society 

From  Mrs  T.  S.  Woolsey-Brown 

Sir.  As  die  wife  of  a  Freemason  I  wel¬ 
come  calls  for  Freemasons  to  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  state  their  membership 
publidy  (report,  December  17).  I  find 
it  very  discouraging  that,  although 
there  may  be  no  official  reason  for 
secrecy,  a  myth  has  grown  around  foe 
organisation,  leading  many  people, 
including  my  own  family,  to  be  wary 
of  Freemasons. 

However,  I  am  sad  that  so  much 
publicity  has  arisen  as  a  result  of 
women  barristers  feeling  hard  done 
by.  Surely  there  should  be  a  general 
move  from  us  all  towards  encourag¬ 
ing  openness  within  the  “brother¬ 
hood". 

This,  I  am  sure,  would  be  a  benefit 
Fbr  a  start  perhaps  Freemasons  could 
be  encouraged  to  wear  a  lodge  tie. 

Yours  sincerely. 

TAMSIN  WOOLSEY-BROWN. 

1  Broom  Close, 

Bracondale,  Norwich,  Norfolk. 
December  17. 


From  His  Honour  Alan 
King-Hamilton,  QC 

Sir,  In  your  report  of  December  17.  en¬ 
titled  “Freemason  judges  ‘should  re¬ 
sign  or  admit  status’ ",  my  name  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  list  of  judges  and  fanner 
judges  who  are  Freemasons. 

That  fact  was  as  utterly  and  com¬ 
pletely  irrelevant  to  the  discharge  of 
my  judicial  duties  as  was  my  member¬ 
ship  of  the  MCC  and  the  RAF  Club. 

Even  if  it  had  come  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  (moSt  unlikely,  and  never  did) 
that  a  defendant  or  witness  was  a 
Freemason  it  wouldn’t  have  made  the 
slightest  difference  to  my  approach  to 
the  case;  the  judicial  oath  and  the 
Freemasons’  obligation  are  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  each  other.  On  foe  con¬ 
trary.  they  are  complementary. 

It  is  time  to  cease  this  intrusion  into 
whether  or  not  judges  —  or  anyone 
else — are  members  of  a  lawful  organ¬ 
isation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALAN  KING-HAM1 LTON, 

Royal  Air  Force  Club. 

128  Piccadilly.  Wl. 


Children’s  diseases 

From  Mrs  Kate  Wall 

Sir,  My  Christmas  wish  comes  true.  I 
plant  a  kiss  —  for  me  and  thousands 
of  parents  —  on  foe  reporter  who 
wrote  foe  magic  wends  metabolic  dis¬ 
order  under  foe  angelic  picture  of  six- 
year-old  Sian  Gorvett  in  Guy’s  Hospi¬ 
tal  (December  16). 

Research  shows  that  more  children 
die  of  inherited  genetic  diseases,  of 
which  a  major  component  is  meta¬ 
bolic  diseases,  than  die  of  childhood 
cancers.  Three  quarters  of  these  dis¬ 
eases  lead  tn  degeneration  and  an 
early  death,  as  seen  in  Tay  Sadis  or 
Battens  disease. 

■  Congratulations  must  go  to  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  these  children  who  work  such 
long  and  stressful  hours  just  caring 
and  nursing.  J  am  a  member  of 
RTMDC  {Research  Trust  for  Meta¬ 
bolic  Diseases  in  Children)  and  we 
have  been  knocking  at  the  dosed  door 
of  foe  press  for  years  trying  to  raise 
the  awareness  of  the  families’  plight 

Yours  faithfully. 

KATE  WALL 
9  Southlands  Drive, 

■fimsbury,  nr  Bath. 


Cultural  diet 

From  Professor  Peter  Curwen 

Sir.  Any  residual  suspicion  that 
Swedes  lack  a  sense  of  humour  has 
finally  been  eliminated.  According  to 
your  report  (December  20): 

People  who  regularly  visit  theatres,  cine¬ 
mas  or  concerts  live  longer  than  those  who 
do  not.  according  to  Swedish  researchers. 
They  believe  that  cultural  stimulation  may 
boost  the  immune  system. 

Although  tempted  to  rush  off  and 
book  a  seat  at  the  pantomine.  I  won¬ 
der  whether  “culture  vultures"  are 
simply  able  to  afford  healthier  life¬ 
styles. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  CURWEN. 

Sheffield  HaUam  University. 
Sheffield  Business  School. 

City  Campus,  Unit  7. 

Sheffield  Science  Park,  SI  2LX. 
December  22. 
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Help  for  children 
who  can’t  conform 

From  the  Head  of  the  Thomas 
Coram  Adoption  Service 

Sir.  In  recent  months  this  service, 
which  for  the  past  20  years  has  placed 
children  in  care  with  adoptive  families 
and  supervised  their  placements,  has 
become  aware  of  an  alarming  trend. 
Increasingly  we  find  that  there  is  less 
fieri btlity  in  schools  about  meeting  the 
needs  of  Children  who  are  unable  to 
conform  to  foe  schools’  expectations, 
and  that  children  we  have  placed  are 
therefore  being  excluded. 

In  our  experience  many  children 
who  behave  in  an  unruly  way  in 
school  come  from  very  troubled  fami¬ 
lies  and  have  not  enjoyed  the  normal 
socialising  effects  of  a  settled  home 
life;  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  find  it 
difficult  to  cope  with  the  pressures  of 
school. 

It  is  no  solution  to  blame  these 
children.  They  need  a  thorough  as¬ 
sessment  of  their  educational  and 
emotional  needs  so  that  appropriate 
help  can  be  offered  both  by  the  educa¬ 
tion  authority  and  by  other  relevant 
services,  such  as  community  mental- 
health  teams.  The  price  far  failing  to 
provide  them  with  such  help  is  that 
they  mil  become  the  dropouts  and 
dysfunctional  adolescents  and  adults 
of  foe  next  generation. 

Ftolicymaxers  from  central  govern¬ 
ment  down  are  quick  to  want  to  pun¬ 
ish  children  and  young  people  who 
transgress,  rather  than  seek  to  under¬ 
stand  the  underlying  causes  of  their 
difficulties.  Fbr  foe  media  as  well,  it  is 
easier  to  blame  and  label  them  than  to 
take  a  lead  in  analysing  what  has 
gone  wrong. 

Yours  sincerely. 

JEANNE  KANTUK. 

Head  of  Adoption  Service, 

Thomas  Coram  Foundation 
for  Children, 

40  Brunswick  Square,  WCl. 
December  23. 


Royal  succession 

From  Mr  Tony  Batcheler 

Sir,  Thomas  Braun  (letter,  December 
20)  comments  foal  had  Lord  Archer* 
proposed  rules  far  the  royal  succes¬ 
sion  been  in  force,  Kaiser  Wilhelm  O 
would  have  succeeded  to  the  British 
throne.  Since  that  might  have  avoided 
the  First  World  War.  the  Russian  Re¬ 
volution,  Hitler,  foe  Second  World 
War,  the  genocide  of  European  Jews 
and  the  Cold  War,  perhaps  the  propo¬ 
sal  does  have  some  merit  after  all. 

.Yours  faithfully. 

A.  C.  BATCHELER, 

,  .South  Pines, 

Forest  Drive,  Kingswood,  Surrey. 
December  21. 


Future  bombers 

From  Captain  J.  P.  Speller,  RN  (retd) 

Sir.  I  read  your  article  on  foe  “unin¬ 
habited"  bomber  “flown  by  a  crew  sit¬ 
ting  at  a  desk  back  in  the  office"  (re¬ 
port.  December  17}  and  the  £35  mil¬ 
lion  to  be  spent  on  “researching  op¬ 
tions"  with  growing  incredulity. 

My  understanding  is  that  the  unin¬ 
habited  bomber  already  exists;  it  is 
called  a  cruise  missile  and  it  is 
launched  by  a  variety  of  platforms, 
but  with  particular  effectiveness  by 
crew  sitting  at  desks  in  submarines 
and  ships. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  P.  SPELLER. 

Coram  House,  Sandpit  Lane. 

Bledlow.  Buckinghamshire. 


The  polly  and  the  ivy 

From  Professor  Roy  Gregory 

Sir.  I  hope  your  corespondent  who 
was  eyeing  parrots  in  a  Macclesfield 
pet  shop  as  an  alternative  to  frozen 
turkeys  (December  18)  will  have 
avoided  the  indigenous  Australian 
variety. 

According  to  foe  late  Alan  Moore- 
head,  the  recipe  for  cooking  “the  beau¬ 
tiful  galah”  is  said  to  be  as  follows: 
“You  boil  it  with  an  old  boot  and  when 
the  old  boot  is  tender  you  throw  the 
galah  away  and  eat  foe  boot"  (Coo¬ 
per’s  Creek,  Penguin  Books,  1963,  p72 
footnote). 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROY  GREGORY, 

University  of  Reading, 

Centre  for  Ombudsman  Studies. 
Department  of  Politics. 

Whiteknights.  Reading  RG6  6AA 
December  19. 


Lost  in  translation? 

From  Mr  Christopher  Stoddart 

Sir,  Sadly  I  have  to  report  that,  even  in 
the  world  of  bicydmg,.  European  cul¬ 
tural  integration  is  a  few  kilometres 
short  of  perfect. 

I  have  just  bought  a  new  cycle  lock 
and  have  dutifully  studied  the  instruc¬ 
tions  in  French  and  English.  The  final 
piece  of  advice  reads:  “Cet  antivol  est 
found  avec  3  cfds.  Assurez-vous  (ten 
dormer  une  d  une  autre  personae."  In 
English:  “We  supplied  three  keys. 
Please  give  one  to  your  mother  in  case 
you  lose  foe  other  two." 

There  are  no  instructions  in  Ger¬ 
man,  probably  because  Germans  do 
not  lose  two  out  of  three  keys. 

Yours, 

CHRISTOPHER  STODDART 
(Managing  Director).  GM7V. 

The  London  Television  Centre, 

Upper  Ground.  SE1. 

December  23 
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Let  the  new  year  hold  no  terrors  for  us 


COURT 

CIRCULAR 


SANDRINGHAM 

NORFOLK 

December  24'-  The  Hon  Mary 
Morrison  has  succeeded  Che  Lady 
Ellon  as  Lady  in  Wailing  to  The 
Queen. 

SANDRINGHAM 

NORFOLK 

December  25:  Divine  Service  was 
hdd  in  Sandringham  Parish 
Church  this  morning. 

Birthdays  today 

Professor  D.H.  Bartow,  obste¬ 
trician  and  gynaecologist.  47:  Cap¬ 
tain  George  W.  Burnet,  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Midlothian.  69: 
Professor  Sir  Cotin  Campbell. 
Vice-Chancellor.  Nottingham 
University.  52;  Sir  Alastalr 
DunnetL  Former  chairman.  Thom¬ 
son  Scottish  Petroleum,  88;  Sir 
Christopher  Hewetsan,  farmer 
President.  Law  Society.  67;  Mr 
Rohan  Kanhai.  cricketer.  61;  Mr 
Eric  Kinder,  chairman.  Smith  and 
Nephew.  69:  Professor  Thea  King, 
clarinettist,  71:  Miss  Jane 
Lapotaire,  actress.  52;  Mr  David 
Perry,  chairman.  John  Wadding- 
ton.  99:  Mr  Denis  QuiOey,  actor. 
69;  Mr  Mark  Robinson.  MP.  5ft 
Miss  Anna  Scher,  (bunder.  Anna 
Scher  Theatre.  52. 


□  The  Queen,  in  her  Christinas  message, 
offered  Christian  comfort  to  those  who  have 
suffered.  But  she  recalled  particularly  the 
state  visit  of  Nelson  Mandela,  “that  most 
gracious  of  men”  This  is  the  full  text 


Marriage 


Mr  T.  Fliunpfioa 
and  Miss  M.D.Oarfc 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  at  City  Hall.  New  York, 
of  MrTerry  Plumpton.  only  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  F.W.  Plumpton.  of 
Maiden.  Surrey,  to  Miss  Melanie 
Dawn  Clark,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Mr  G.L.  Clark  and  of  Mrs 
MJ.  Clark,  of  Sebdon.  Surrey. 

They  were  attended  by  their 
children.  Ashley  and  Brook 
Ptumpton. 

Appointment 

Sir  William  (Liam)  McCollum. 
QC  65,  the  mast  senior  of  the 
judges  of  the  High  Court  of  North¬ 
ern  Ireland,  has  been  appointed  a 
Lord  Justice  of  Appeal  in  Northern 
Ireland  from  January  8.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  Sir  Robert  Carswell,  who  is 
to  became  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
Northern  Ireland  cm  that  day. 

The  vacancy  in  the  High  Court 
will  be  filled  in  the  new  year. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS;  Thomas  Gray.  poet. 
London.  1716;  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don.  Protestant  agitator,  London, 
1751;  Charles  Babbage,  pioneer  of 
calculating  machines.  Tomes. 
1792;  Dion  Bouricaull.  actor  and 
dramatist.  Dublin.  1822:  Henry 
Miller,  novelist.  New  York.  1891; 
Mao  Tse-tung.  Chairman  of  the 
People's  Republic  of  China  1949®. 
Shaoshan.  Hunan  Province.  1893; 
Victor  Hdy-Hutriiinsan.  com¬ 
poser.  Cape  Town.  1901. 
DEATHS:  Claude  Hdvetius. 
philosopher.  Vote.  1771;  John 
FwhtTgilL  physician.  London. 
1780:  John  Wilkes,  political  re¬ 
former.  London.  1797;  Heinrich 
Schliemann.  archaeologist.  Na¬ 
ples,  1990;  Roger  Keyes.  Baron 
Keyes.  Admiral  of  the  Fleet. 
Buckingham.  1945;  James  Ste¬ 
phens.  novelist  and  poet;  London, 
1950:  Harry  S.  Truman.  33rd 
American  President  194S-53,  Kan¬ 
sas  City.  1972;  Sir  Lennox  Berkeley, 
composer,  1989. 

Marie  and  Pierre  Curie  discovered 
radium  whOe  experimenting  with 
pitchblende.  (898. 

The  German  battleship  Sduuv- 
horst  was  sunk  by  the  Royal  Navy, 
1943. 


University  news 

Ulster 

Dr  B.  Graham.  School  of  Environ¬ 
mental  Studies,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  Professor  of  Human 
Geography. 

Mr  H.  McMahon,  head  of  the 
School  of  Education,  has  been 
appointed  Professor  of  Eduabon. 


To  look  back  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  to  be  nostalgic. 
When  1  come  to  San¬ 
dringham  each  year,  i  like  to 
reflect  on  what  Christmas 
must  have  been  like  when 
King  Edward  VH,  my  great 
grandfather,  and  Queen  Alex¬ 
andra  first  came  here  as 
young  parents,  1  remember 
my  own  childhood  Christmas¬ 
es  here,  with  my  father  and 
mother,  and  a  great  family 
gathering,  and  now  I  delight 
m  seeing  my  children  and 
grandchildren  enjoying  the 
same  traditions. 

Christmas  is  the  celebration 
of  the  birth  of  the  founder  of 
the  Christian  faith,  an  event 
which  took  place  almost  2,000 
years  ago;  every  year,  at  this 
dme.  we  are  asked  to  look 
bade  at  that  extraordinary 
story  and  remind  ourselves 
of  the  message  which  inspired 
Christ"5  followers  then,  and 
which  is  just  as  relevant 
today. 

At  Christmas  I  enjoy  look¬ 
ing  back  on  some  of  the  events 
of  the  year.  Many  have  their 
roots  in  history  but  stiil  have  a 
real  point  for  us  today.  I  recall, 
especially,  a  dazzling  spring 
day  in  Norwich  when  f  attend¬ 
ed  the  Maundy  Service,  the 
cathedral  providing  a  spectac¬ 
ular  setting.  The  lovely  service 
is  always  a  reminder  of 
Christ's  words  to  His  disci¬ 
ples:  “Lave  one  another:  as  I 
have  loved  you."  It  sounds  so 
simple,  yet  it  proves  so  hard  to 
obey. 

In  June  came  Trooping  the 
Colour,  a  vivid  reminder  of 
this  country's  proud  military 
tradition  and  of  tire  discipline 
and  dedication  which  our 
servicemen  and  women  show 
in  their  cuing  tasks  of  peace¬ 
keeping  in  many  distant  parts 
of  the  world. 

Then,  in  October.  I  opened 
Parliament  This  is  not  just  a 
state  occasion,  but  is  also 
symbolic  of  the  process  of 
parliamentary  democracy 
which  we  enjoy  here  in  Britain 
and  in  so  many  countries  of 
the  Commonwealth.  It  is  a 
process  which  seeks  to  express 
the  ideal  of  die  equality  of  all 
citizens  under  the  law. 

So,  the  past,  with  its  tradi¬ 
tions.  has  its  lessons  for  us  in 
1996.  This  year,  in  our  travels. 
Prince  Philip  and  i  have  also 
been  -looking  to  the  future.  I 


and  all  my  family  have  always 
felt  that  one  of  our  most  impor¬ 
tant  duties  is  to  express,  in  our 
visits  overseas,  the  goodwill  of 
our  countty  towards  friends 
abroad,  near  and  far. 

So.  last  spring,  we  visited 
Poland  and  the  Czech  Repub¬ 
lic.  where  we  saw  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  democracy  and 
prosperity  in  countries  which 
only  recently  were  communist- 
governed.  And  everywhere  we 
received  the  best  of  welcomes. 

In  the  autumn  we  went  to 
Thailand,  where  we  renewed 
old  friendships  and  witnessed 
the  blending  of  tradition  with 
a  dynamic  commercial  spirit. 

There  was  also  a  happy  visit 
to  this  country  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  France.  And  (  shall 
never  forget  the  state  visit  of 
President  Mandela-  That  most 
gracious  of  men  has  shown  us 
all  how  to  accept  the  facts  of 
the  past  without  bitterness, 
how  to  see  new  opportunities 
as  more  important  than  old 
disputes  and  how  to  look  for¬ 
ward  with  courage  and  opti¬ 
mism.  His  example  is  a 
continuing  inspiration  to  the 
whole  Commonwealth  and  to 
all  those  everywhere  who 
work  for  peace  and 
reconciliation. 

Each  year  brings  its 
share  of  difficulties  for 
many  families.  This 
year  has.  I  know,  been  no 
exception.  And  during  it  sane 
have  suffered  bereavement  of 
a  tragic  and  shocking  kind.  At 
such  times,  it  is  tempting  for 
all  of  us,  especially  those  who 
suffer,  to  lode  back  and  say  “If 
only".  Blit  to  look  bark  in  that 
way  is  to  look  down  a  Mind 
alley.  Better  to  look  forward 
and  say  “If  only".  If  only  we 
can  live  up  to  the  example  of 
the  child  who  was  bom  at 
Christmas  with  a  love  that 
came  to  embrace  the  whole 
world. 

U  only  we  can  let  Him  re¬ 
capture  for  us  that  time  when 
we  face  the  future  with  child¬ 
hood's  unbounded  faith. 
Armed  with  that  faith,  the  new 
year,  with  all  its  challenges 
and  chances,  should  hold  no 
terrors  for  us.  and  we  should 
be  able  to  embark  upon  it 
undaunted. 

My  family  joins  me  in 
wishing  each  one  of  you  a  very 
happy  Christmas. 


^  a 

% 


The  Queen  making  her  Christinas  broadcast,  which  was  recorded  at  Sandringham  at  the  weekend 
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Sceptical  ~ 
Brits  sent 
the  legions 
packing 

By  Norman  Hammond 
archaeology 

CORRESPONDENT '  * 

EURO-SCEPTICISM  iS-A. 
nothing  new,  according  to  Dr>: 
Michael  Jones.  It  was  already 
rife  WOO  years  ago,  when  ■« 
Britain  broke  away  from  me-.: 
Roman  Empire.  - 

The  impression  has  beenof  :•  ■- 
a  misty-eyed  parting,  as  the-'./ 

legions  withdrew  to  defend,:; 
die  core  of  the  Empire.  leav^  :  * 
ing  the  .gaDant  Romanised  % 

British  to  defend  their  pro  vin-  : 
rial  civilisation  against  Ger- 
manic  barbarians.  But  reality  ;", 
was  harsher,  Dr  Jones  says.  - 
The  Britons  got  rid  of  their;,  r 
Roman  overlords  as  soon  as 
the  latter  weakened  and  there 

was  a  lack  of  mutual  respect 
-  Dr  Jones  rites  the  6th-  -. 
rmftiiy  historian  Zosinras,!:* 
who  records  that,  in  the  last  of 
a-  succession  of  revolts,  the-.  .: 

.  Britons  threw  off  Roman  rule, 1  -r 
expelled  the  Roman  go vernor . :■ ■ . 
and  set  up  their  own  adminis-  ■-« 
(ration.  They  subsequently  •;* 
lived  “without  submission  to- 
Roman  rule”..  While  Zosimus 
cannot,  always  be.  believed, 

“in  an  important  sense,", 
Roman  Britain  ended  when  ■: » 
the  Britons  no  longer  regard-1 
ed  themselves  as  Romans1*.  .> 
Dr  Jones  says  in  British-.- 
Archaeology  this  month.  lv 
The  bad  blood  went  back  to  •* 
the  height  of  Roman  power,  .. 
when  Caraushis,  Governor  of  ■' . 
Britain  in  the  late  3rd  century,  .•■ 
declared  himself  emperor-..' 
with  local  support.  There-  - 
after.  Britons  “were  regarded  ■ 
as  treacherous  and  rebeflioos 
no-goods”.  Dr  Jones  says. 

Topical  are  epigrams  try  : 
Ansxdus  of  Bordeaux,  do-  ;  • 
scribing  “a  good  Briton"  as  an-, 
impossibility  —  an  attitude  - 
not  unHke  that  of  Ausonhis’S  ■- 
successors  today.  All  classes 
seem  to  have  been  involved  in  ., 
the  separation,  the.  cultured  . 
riite  as  much  as  the  peasantry.  -■ 
The  British  author  GiJdas 
presents  “a  chilling  view  of .  . 
Roman  rule  as  typified  by 
harsh  servitude,  exploitation  .' 
and  inseamty*".  Dr  Jones 
says.  This  seems-  to  have:-  J 
Welded  the  fissiparous  British  . 
tribes  into  some  sort  of  unity 
arid  far  from  the  end  of 
Roman  rule  being  the  result 
of  Anglo-Saxon  invasions,  as  :• 
was  once  thought,  “the  de¬ 
struction  of  Roman  Britain  . 
was  aarinside-job”. 


Campaigner  plans  ‘green’  burial  site  on  daleside 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  CAMPAIGNER  for 
“green"  graves  is  setting  up  a 
burial  site  on  the  side  of  a 
Yorkshire  dale,  next  to  a 
beauty  spot  owned  by  the 
National  Trust 

John  Brad  field  plans  to  put 
20  graves  in  eight  acres  of 
woodland  and  pasture  beside 
the  trust's  property  at  Brim- 
ham  Rocks,  part  of  a  desig¬ 
nated  area  of  outstanding 
natural  beauty  in  Nldderdale, 
North  Yorkshire.  The  area  is 
also  a  site  of  special  scientific 
interest  (SSSI).  The  380  acres 
of  Brimham  Rocks,  owned  by 
the  National  Trust,  are 
known  for  their  monolithic 
outcrops  of  millstone  grit,  nat¬ 
urally  shaped  into  strange 
forms. 

Eventually  the  burial 
ground  win  be  handed  to  the 
AB  Wildlife  Trust  which  will 


run  Has  a  nature  reserve.  The 
trust  hopes  to  hear  soon 
whether  h  has  been  successful 
in  an  attempt  for  £200.000  to 
administer  the  reserve.  The 
grant  would  enable  the  trust 
to  buy  an  adjacent  cottage  to 
use  as  a  Walden's  home  and  to 
cover  his  costs. 

Mr  Bradfidd.  a  social 
worker  and  environmentalist, 
has  campaigned  for  many 
years  for  a  change  in  public 
attitudes  to  death  and  griev¬ 
ing  andL  in  particular,  the  idea 
of  moving  away  bom  formal 
funerals  and  interments  to  a 
more  natural  return  of  the 
human  body  to  the  earth. 

He  said:  “In  green  burials 
there  are  no  formal  ceremo¬ 
nies.  no  coffin  is  used  and  the 
grave  is  unmarked.  The  loca¬ 
tion  of  their  burial  is  inside  a 
nature  reserve  so  that  people 
chostng  a  green  grave  are 
aware  that  they  are  helping  to 


nurture  the  midlife  around 
them.” 

The  AB  Wildlife  Trust  has 
already  set  up  one  green 
burial  site,  in  a  nature  reserve 
on  a  wikiflower  meadow  ten 
nodles  away,  near  Harrogate. 

Mr  Bradfieid  has  obtained 
a  declaration  from  planners  at 
Harrogate  council  that  the 
Brimham  site  does  not  re¬ 
quire  planning  permission 
provided  the  number  of  buri¬ 
als  is  limited  to  25.  He  has 
already  named  the  site  Kate's 
FeU.  after  Kale  Davies,  one  of 
the  country’s  first  occupation¬ 
al  therapists,  who  gave  him 
many  of  the  ideas  he  now 
espouses; 

This  is  a  tremendous  step 
forward  for  green  graves."  be 
said.  “It  shows  that  we  can  set 
up  burial  places  in  nature 
reserves  without  planning 
permission.  Both  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Trust  and  English  Na¬ 


ture.  which  administers  the 
SSSIs,  have  given  us  their 
Messing." 

The  site,  on  a  southerly 
dope  overlooking  Nidder- 
dale.  comprises  woodland, 
pasture  and  rock  outcrops, 
like  the  larger  stones  on  the 
National  Trust  land.  The 
wildlife  trust  will  be  planting 
native  oaks,  which  once  grew 
on  the  daleside.  from  acorns 
gathered  locally. 

The  SSSI  is  protected  for  its 
geological  value  and  the  rare 
plants,  including  sundews,, 
bog  asphodel  and  cowberry. 
“There  will  be  no  indication 
from  outside  that  the  place  is 
anything  other  than  upland 
country,”  Mr  Bradfidd  said. 
“It  cannot  be  overlooked  and 
the  birch  and  rowan  which 
are  there  already  will 
screen  H." 

The  legality  of  sudb  burials 
has  been  a  grey  area  for  some 


time;  but  Mr  Bradfieid  and 
his  colleagues  have  achieved 
several  landmark  decisions  in 
the  past  three  years  to  seek 
clarification.  There  is  no  legal 
bar  on  the  style  of  a  green 
burial  and  planning  permis¬ 
sion  is  not  required  for  an 
interment  of  up  to  two  people 
in  land  they  owned,  indoding 
their  own  garden. 

If  the  National  Lottery  does 
not  provide  help,  Mr 
Bradfidd  hopes  a  benefactor 
.will  finance  the  tong-term 
future  of  Kate's  FeU.  “We  are 
not  setting  a  standard  fee  for 
burial  there,  but  we  are  letting 
.  people  know  It  win  cost  far 
more  than  a  normal  funeral, 
several  thousand  pounds  per¬ 
haps-  But  they  know  they  are 
buying  a  grave  in  one  of  the 
most  peaceful  and  pleasant 
locations  in  the  countty, 
which  will  contribute  to  the 
survival  of  the  natural  world."  . 


Lottery  fund  rejects  aid 
for  Bronte  birthplace 


ADMIRERS  of  the  Brontes 
are  searching  for  a  benefactor 
with  E500J100  to  give  away 
after  the  lottery  fund  turned 
down  a  project  to  restore  the 
family’s  birthplace  (Paul  Wil¬ 
kinson  writes). 

They  want  to  create  a 
tourist  and  study  centre  at  the 
stone-built  cottage  in  Thorn¬ 
ton,  west  Yorkshire,  four  miles 
from  the  farmly*5  much-better 
known  home  at  Haworth  Par¬ 
sonage.  Thne  is  short  as  the 
present  occupants  have  divid¬ 
ed  the  cottage  into  two  and  put 
it  up  for  sale  as  private  homes. 

The  family  lived  at  the 
Grade  II  fisted  cottage  for  five 
years  before  moving  to  Haw¬ 
orth  in  1820.  .  Charlotte, 
Branwcfl.  Emily  and  Anne 
Bronte  were  all  bom  there  and 
baptised  in  the  nearby  chapd 
of  St  James  where  their  father 


Patrick  was  the  curate.  The  • 
church  is  now  in  ruins. 

Bronte  Senior  was  later  to 
write  that  the  time  spent  at 
Thornton  was  the  happiest  in 
his  life  and  it  was  there  that 
his  wife  Maria,  did  most  of  her 
writing. 

The  Heritage  Lottery  Fund 
rejected  die  Bronte  Birthplace: 
Trust's  bid  on  the  ground  that, 
access  to  the  building  would 
bring  only  minor  benefits  to 
the  public’s  understanding  of : ' 
the  family.  Ruth  Vmcenzi  of 
the  trust  said:  “We  and  the/o 
people  of  Thornton  are  com-. 
pfetSefy  bemused.  This  is  a.;.: 
place  of  obvious  historical'.* 
importance.  The  Bronte  sisters 
would  have  seen  their  mother  > 
writing  her  pamphlets  and  it:- :. 
is  there  that  they  would  have  .'i- 
had  their  first  experiences  of  >.: 
such  things.” 
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I  cXACnorr-EUY  Cu  Bondar 
22nd  December  suddenly  at 
beaut  Robin.  dandy  land 
has  band  of  liUgtt  and 
father  of  Annabel  and 
Moan.  Pttamul  pulyaaa  at 
Hacklhan  Chttrcb  and 
Santee  ot  ThankagMas  on 
TBumday  2nd  taamry  at  3 
pjn- tn  lincotn  Cathedral  Mo 
flowers,  donations  to 
HKktkon  Chorda  fabric 
Fond  cAo  CoUn  Moon,  Mala 


Hanna  Jack  Oscar  Wood 
TbpeSeid 


HMMOeX- Ob  Dumber  IM 
at  On  Portland  Hospital  to 
Kata  (ait  Gerbanser)  and 
Christopher  a  ion  doge.  A 
ftBOd  tor  man*. 
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fonhad  Hoepital  on  18th 
i  OnmM  to  Qtafadna  and  | 
M.  a  non.  {aka  Alban,  a 
PwaUai  {anther  tor  Led*. 


JBWHI  -On  Ifrtfa  December  to 
Satan  (ait  Dan)  and 
SaMbtr,  a  fca*w  OUvts 


Newgate,  Kirby  t 
Bungay.  Suffolk  MQfi 


BEAUCHAMP  ■  On  Daeambsa 

22nd,  With  fiadattek  of 
NMweaada.  Widower  of  Maty 
Coda  Morrison),  father  of 
Sandra,  (nhtHa-liw  ot 
David,  grandfather  of 
Richard  and  RossUnd. 
Friends  please  «Mt  for 
Paaeal  Samoa  at  sodor  d 
Plan  a*atlWMUat  Church. 
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eged  62,  passed  away  on  away  peacefully  after  a  Peacefully.  on  Damn  hr 

Snabj,  22nd  norm  her  at  share  IThree  at  Um  Mount  2Iat  In  Morthw ood.  much 

6-30  in.  Balovad  wife  of  jUtatafa  Hospital.  Qonafoid.  kned  rati  sadly  limit  by 

■oraan.  Mother  of  Laalay,  22nd  of  SacraBer  1996.  family  and  frlands.  Punaral 

Staphaads,  Milos  and  WbH  FaaaxaJ  asnrteo  ts  to  taka  sarrlea  at  Gaidars  Giaan 

and  Grandmother.  Harr  plan  on  Monday  30th  enmudsn,  Horn  Lana, 

aaacb  da  win  ba  Britan  a.  DtcrnlMt  at  VOOpm,  at  Friday  Dacambav  27*,  at 

Cremation  at  Croydon  Guildford  crematoria**.  23dpn  No  fTiMwr  plea* 

auuifuilriH  a>  330  pm  aa  Sadly  hdand  by  her  hastwnd 

Tamday,  3 1  si  Oacatabac.  Pm  and  all  bar  many  fctaoda. 

BiMiuiilaa,  flwrn  and  /ot  All  angnlxlM  to  Robert 

nTiiSPrSKE"1  S-rTlc"  OVIST  -  Malsla  OB  20*11 
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Hospital  to  Marina  and 
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lflrtiwmSir  sZi  »  Limdes.  S3.  Tke  aentee  of 
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on  21st  December  1996. 

Ftznazal  ax  lpaa  as  Monday 
30th  December,  at  St, 


NW3L  Malty  dower*  mriy 
Dooadone  to  Hatton  Tnm,  9 
Xepton  toad,  OtpUSKn,  WANTED 
Kant,  BWi  9HR. 

T— AMT  -  Shr  Veter  CJLG, 

OAB.  On  22nd  Oecembex 
1996  MacafttUy  at  home. 


and  Grandfather.  Funeral 
Santee  on  30th  Iheewber 
W6  at  Braddm  Parish 
GbenA  at  12  noon  foOewtd 
by  Cremation.  Family 
gy—  jmly,  Ihmatteoe  to 
Greeny  Come. 
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Ronnie  Scott,  jazz  musidan  and  - 
njgfatdob  owner,  diedon  ■ 
December  23  aged  69.  He  was  . 
born  on  January 28, 1927. 

A  laconic  tenor  saxophonist  of 
suave  appearance  and  mor¬ 
dant  wit,  Ronnie  Scott  was 
the  founder  of  the  legendary 
Soho  night  dub  which,  for  37  years. 

formed  the  hub  of  die  jazz  musicians" 

world.  The  birthplace  of  British  jazz, 
ever  since  its  opening  in  the  Sixties 
Ronnie  Scott's  has  attracted  the  world's 
foremost  jazz  players.  Pictures  of  Dizzy 
Gillespie,  Coleman  Hawkins.  Stan' 
Getz.  Django  Reinhardt  Art  Blakey, 
Chet  Baker  and  a  collage  of  other  stars, 
paper  the  walls  behind  the  bar.  All 
played  in  the  dub  which,  despite 
occasional  financial  crises,  kept  jazz 
alive  in  London  and  made  it  accessible, 
yet  without  ever  destroying  its  elusive 
appeal. 

A  somnolent,  .  smokey  den  with’- 
whitewashed  walls  and  red  vinyl . 
padded  bar,  Ronnie  Scotrs  has  attract-, 
ed  generations  of  fans  to  its  dimly  Ih 
tables  to  hear  foe-  masters  of  jazz 
playing — as  they  like  to  play  best — in 
a  relaxed,  intimate  setting.  Scott  him¬ 
self,  both  as  musician  and  sardonic 
master  of  ceremonies,  was  always! ' 
there,  his  dark  clothes  offeettinzJus 
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silvery  hair,  a' cigarette  or 
damped  in  his  letterbox  mouth..  He 
was  infamous  for  his  appalling  jokes,  - 
but  his  quick  repartee  was  nevertheless 
the  bane  of  any  inebriate  foolish 
enough  to  cross  swords  with  him.  . 

Ronald  Scott  was  born  in  the  East 
End  of  London  and  raised  in  a  terraced 
house  in  Petticoat  Lane.  His  parents 
divorced  when  he  was  four  years  cild 
and,  without  a  father  figure,  he  grew 
up  coddled  and  .cossetted  by  his  Jewish 
mother  and  grandmother.  As  a  baby 
he  was  chosen  above  all  others  in  foe 
East  End  Mothers'  Maternity  Home  to 
be  presented  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  ona 
royal  visit  and  from  then  oh,  although 
foe  family  were  never  rich,  his  mother 
made  sure  that  he  wanted  for  nothing. 
Unlike  his.  playmates,  he  never  had  to  - 
make  do  with  cobbled-together  toys  or 
turn  to  petty  pilfering  to  get  what  he 
wanted.  He  was  assured  of  shop- 
bought  scooters  or  a  ha'penny  piece  to 
go  down  to  foe  shops.  Even  when  as  a 
young  teenager  he  entertained  foe 
hare-brained  scheme  of  stowing  away, 
cm  a  boat  and  travelling  to  America,  his 
mother  indulged  his  whim,  packing  his 
bags  for  him.  She  knew  her  son  would 
not  even  gel  near  the  vessels,  patrolled  , 
by  security  guards. 

Ronnie'S  single  memory,  of  his 
father,  the  saxophonist  Jack  Scott,  was 
hazy.  He  recalled  being  taken  to  some 
restaurant  in  the  West  End  where  he 
was  playing  with  Jack  Hylton’s  band. 

"I  heard  him  ask  my  mother  to  give 
him  one  more  chance.  She -refused." 
But  though  it  was  to  be  12years  until  he 
met  his  father  again,  Ronnie  appeared 
to  have  inherited  his  passion  for  music 
Among  his  most  happy  memories  was 
lying  curled  in  the  warmth  of  his 
grandmother's  bed  listening  to  dance 
bands  on  the  radio,  and  whenever  he 
saw  a  musician  carrying  an  instru¬ 
ment  case  he  would  -stare  long  and 
hard  after  his  departing  footsteps, 
wondering  if  the  man  could  be  his. 
father. 


' .  Scott  bought  his  first  instrument  a 
cornet,  for  fore  shillings  before  gradu¬ 
ating  to  a  saxophone.  “I  walked  past  a 
musical  instruments  shop  every  day  cm 
my  way  to  school  and  I  liked  foe  lode 
of  than.  There  was  ah  ancient  soprano 
saxophone  in  foe  window:  it  had  a 
double  octave  key  which  doesn't  exist 
anymore.  There  were  pads  missing 
and  I  really  didn't  know  a  thing  about 
foe  instrument  ;  except  that  I  had  to 
have  it*  By  then  his  mother  had 
remarried,  to  Solomon  Berger,  and  it 
was  Ronnie'S  stepfather  who  this  time 
indulged  him.  buying  foe  instrument 
Scott  seeined  to  have  an  immediate 
empafoy-wifo  it  and  for  a  while  he  was 
.  content 

There  were  jio  professional  jazz 
musicians"  at  that  time  and  Scott 
followed  his  father  id  playing  dance 
music.  To  succeed,  her  soon  realised,  he 
would  heed  a  decent  instrument  and 
lessons.  His  stepfather  again  obliged,  ■ 
buyirg*  Wm  a  .  new  and  better  saxo¬ 
phone  ami  procuring  Jack-  Lynn  — 
Vera  Lynn's  father-in-law  —  as  a 
teacher.  Lynn  taught  Scott  the  basics, 
but  it  was  with  professional  musicians 
who  played  jazz  for  their  own  amuse¬ 
ment  in  jamming  sessions  foal  Scott 
learnt  most 

Although  he  was  a  bright  boy  who 


had  won  a  county  scholarship  to 
Central  Foundation  School  and 
harboured  early  ambitions  to  be  an 
architect,  Scott  left  school  when  he  was 
15.  Too  young  to  serve  he  worked  in  a 
record  shop  fcry  day  and  spent  his 
'  evenings  jamming  on  his  saxophone  at 
•foe  Oxford  and  StGeorge'S'Boys’  Club 
in  die  East  End.  The  small  band  they 
formed  was  named  after  him,  foie 
Ramie  Berger  Band  —  Berger  being 
his  stepfather's  name  arid  the  me 
Ronnie  went  by  at  foal  time. 

With  foe  outbreak  of  foe:  Second 
World  War  and  foe  blossoming  of 
Soho  drinking  dens  to  cater  for  the 
crowds  of  drifters  looking  for  out-of- 
hours  revelry,  ja2z  musicians  began  to 
find  a  willing,  if  wooiy.  audience.  It  did 
not  matter  that  he  was  a  beginner. 
Scott  later  said.  Ids  listeners  were  too 
drunk  to  care.  The  war  also  introduced 
jazz  from  America  to  Britain,  brought 
over  on  the  V  discs  made  for  American 
soldiers  and.  even  though  the  Musi¬ 
cians’  Union  had  banned  American 
jazz  players  from  performing  in  Brit¬ 
ain,  Scott  managed  to  get  hold  of 
“acetates"  —  bootleg  copies  —  of  much 
of  foe  music  • 

It  was  at  foe  age  of  16  that  Scotrs 
mother  at  last  introduced  him,  over  a 
cup  of  tea  sipped  in  a  cafe  in  Archer 


Street  to  his  father.  The  two  were  never 
to  become  dose;  though  Ronnie's 
father  was  justifiably  proud  when  his 
son,  at  the  age  of  19,  was  invited  to 
become  the  youngest  member  of  Ted 
Heath’s  band.  Although  be  was  fired 
after  nine  months,  his  career  never 
looked  back. 

When  Ronnie  was  24,  his  father 
invited  him  to  join  the  band  he  was 
.  leading  on  board  foe  Queen  Mary 
sailing  to  New  Yoric  There  Scott  feD 
under  the  speH  of  Charlie  Parker  and 
bebop.  “Whim  1  first  heard  Charlie  h 
was  a  revelation,"  he  said.  "It  was 
am  temporary  jazz."  He  stayed  longer 
than  he  had  intended  in  New  Yak. 
surviving  with  his  friend,  the  drummer 
Tony  Crorabie.  on  two  coffees  and  one 
shared  doughnut  a  day. 

Returning  eventually  to  London, 
Scott  resolved  to  find  a  new  home  for 
classic  jazz.  At  first  he  hired  rehearsal 
rooms  in  London,  such  as  Max's  in 
Windmill  Street  Young  people  would 
come  to  dance.  In  I9S3  he  formed  a 
nine-piece  band  including  several  top 
players  of  the  time  and  established 
himself  as  one  of  the  most  popular 
musicians  around.  His  next  group,  the 
Jazz  Couriers,  with  Tubby  Hayes,  also 
did  welL  But  with  the  lifting  of  the  ban 
on  American  musidans  playing  in 
Britain  there  was  stiff  competition  and 
Scott,  deciding  he  needed  more  expo¬ 
sure.  opened  a  dub. 

Together  with  Peter  King,  a  former 
saxophone  player  in  his  band,  he 
started  in  Gerard  Street  in  1959  in  a 
basement  den  at  the  bottom  of  a 
narrow  stairway.  With  its  five-bob 
admission  charge,  bare  floor,  rows  of 
seats  near  the  bandstand  and  base¬ 
ment  lavatories,  it  was  a  foray  from 
the  dub  he  was  to  open  five  years  later 
on  a  new  premises  in  Frith  Street 

At  that  time  a  six-ni  ghts-a-week  jazz 
dub  was  unheard  of.  "Anyone  who 
opens  a  jazz  chib  is  in  for  a  struggle," 
Scott  later  acknowledged.  "You  other 
accept  that  a  you  open  a  discotheque 
or  strip  joint"  But  Scott  survived  and  it 
was  there  that  die  British  jazz  scene 
was  bom  and  brought  up.  Even  when 
the  dub  teetered  on  the  brink  of 
financial  disaster  his  humour  did  not 
desert  him.  Eat  drink  and  be  merry,  hie 
would  enjoin  his  clients.  "Hetoid  you 
are  on  foe  Titanic" 

Scott's  job  brought  him  face  to  face 
not  only  with  all  the  idols  erf  his  youth, 
people  like  •  Count  Basie,  Sarah 
Vaughan,  Coleman  “Hawk"  Hawkins, . 
and  Stan  Getz,  but  also  with  the 
aristocrats  and  celebrities  of  the  day. 
Princess  Margaret  Peter  Sellers,  Spike 
Milligan  and  Kenneth  Clarke  were  all 
s.  The  dub  became  so  success- 
that  in  1991  Ronnie  Scott’s  Chib  in 
Birmingham  was  opened.  In  1981  Scott 
was  appointed  OBE.  • 

A  year  ago  Scott  himself  was  forced 
to  stop  playing  foe  saxophone  because 
of  a  gum  operation  in  which 
teeth  were  extracted.  Dentists, 
er.  fitted  a  plate  and  Scott  had  resumed 
practice.  He  was  planning  to  play  for 
foe  first  time  in  public  again  chi 
Christinas  Eve.  -  •  , 

Ronnie  Scott  never  married.  Though 
he  had,  in  his  own  words,  “chased 
women  halfway  round  the  world,”  he 
thought  that,  like  his  own  father,  he 
had  not  made  a  good  parent  He  is 
survived  by  his  two  children. 


EDWARD  LEADBITTER 


Edward  Leadbitter, 
Labour  MP  for  The 

Hartlepools,  1964-92.  died 

on  December  24  aged  77. 

He  was  born  on  June  IS, 
1919. 

TED  LEADBITTER  frequent¬ 
ly  seemed  in  a  state  of  perpetu¬ 
al  indignation  with  his  party, 
the  state  of  the  country  and  Life 
itsdf.  although  at  other  times 
he  was  full  of  northeastern 
cheeriness.  He  was  always 
conscious  of  the  importance  of 
his  position  as  an  MP.  When  a 
telegraph  pole  was  erected  in 
his  constituency  without  his 
knowledge  he  fixed  off  a 
protest  ro  Tony  Benn.  who  was 
Postmaster-General  at  the 
time  and,  therefore,  foe  minis¬ 
ter  responsible  for  telegraph 
poles.  Successive  Prime  Min¬ 
isters  also  became  accustomed 
to  receiving  his  regular  letters 
of  complaint  or  advice. 

Leadbitter  was  born  in 
Easington.  foe  constituency 
associated  for  so  long  with 
Emanuel  Shin  well  but  he 
spent  most  of  his  life  in 
Hartlepool  One  of  his  griev¬ 
ances  was  that  the  Labour 
whips  would  not  allow  him  to 
become  mayor  of  the  town  in 
1965.  In  view  of  foe  Wilson 
Government's  precarious  one- 
figure  majority  their  insis¬ 
tence  that  he  should  be  a  full¬ 
time  MPwas  understandable. 

Hartlepool  compensated 
him,  however,  making  him 
the  borough’s  first  honorary 
freeman  in  1983.  He  was  also 
the  long-term  president  of 
Hartlepool  Football  Club  and 
continued  to  live  in  foe  town 
after  he  retired  from  the 
Commons. 

In  the  House  he  first  be¬ 
came  noticeable  as  one  of  the 
more  excitable  members  of  the 
1964  intake.  As  an  MP  he  was 
loyal  but  difficult  He  was  all 
for  scrapping  the  Wilson 
prices  and  incomes  policy,  he 
opposed  foe  Callaghan  cuts  in 
1976  and  he  described  Brit¬ 
ain’s  continuing  membership* 
of  the  EEC  as  an  unmitigated 
disaster.  Earlier,  while  his 
party  was  about  to  embark  on 
foe  Jenkins  programme  of 
sexual  reforms,  he  had  pro¬ 
tested  vigorously  about  foe 
possible  legalisation  of  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

He  was  always  unpredict¬ 
able.  Although  a  miner’s  son 
brought  up  in  a  colliery  town, 
he  was  prepared  to  consider 
arty  sensible  alternative  to 
coal.  His  backing  for  one 
nuclear  power  station  was  so 
forthright  that  it  brought  accu¬ 
sations  of  disloyalty  from  the 
miners. 

He  served  in  foe  Royal 
Artillery  during  foe  war,  gain¬ 
ing  a  cammissRm  and  bring 
appointed  a  War  Office  Gun¬ 
nery  Instructor.  Cheltenham 
Teachers’  Training  College 
completed  the  education  he 
had  begun  at  Easington  Col¬ 


liery  School  and  this  enabled 
him  to  become  one  of  the 
postwar  emergency-trained 
teachers.  He  taught  at  Hartle¬ 
pool  secondary  schools  from 
1949  and  devoted  most  of  his 
spare  time  to  politics.  He  had 
joined  die  Labour  Party  in 
1938  and  lost  no  opportunity  of 
proselytising  his  views  when 
he  was  in  foe  Army.  Back  in 
Hartlepool  he  progressed 
from  canvassing  to  member¬ 
ship  of  the  borough  council 
and  in  1958  became  president 
of  his  constituency  party. 
Then,  in  1964,  he  was  chosen 
to  fight  foe  general  election. 

The  Hartlepools,  with  a 
permanent  unemployment 
problem,  might  have  seemed  a 
cast-iron  Labour  seat  but  in 
fact  it  was  held  for  foe  Conser¬ 
vatives  —  by  Commander 
J.  $.  Kerens  (of  HMS  Ame¬ 
thyst  fame)  —  between  1959 
and  1964.  As  far  back  as  1945 
Labour  had  won  it  in  the 
Attlee  landslide  by  a  bare  275 
votes.  Onoe  Leadbitter  had 
recaptured  it  in  1964,  however, 
the  party  never  looked  back. 
Its  majority  grew  stead Qy 
firmer  —  in  1979,  for  instance, 
it  registered  no  swing  to  the 
Tories  at  foe  time  of  the 
Thatcher  triumph  —  and 
when  Leadbitter  came  to  hand 
over  this  working-class  con¬ 
stituency  to  his  successor,  foe 
slightly  improbable  figure  of 
Peter  Mandelsoru  it  proved 
safer  than  ever. 

Leadbitter^  great  Com¬ 
mons  coup  was  to  ask  the 
question  in  foe  House  which 
prompted  Margaret  Thatch¬ 


er's  revelation  that  Anthony 
Blunt,  the  former  Surveyor  erf 
the  Queen's  Pictures,  had  been 
a  Soviet  spy.  Blunt’s  involve¬ 
ment  had  been  rumoured  for 
some  time  and  would  have 
been  hard  to  disguise  after  the 
then  imminent  publication  of 
Andrew  Boyle’s  book.  The 
Climate  of  Treason  (though 
Blunt’s  name  was,  in  fad 
concealed  under  a  pseudonym 
in  the  first  edition). 

Nevertheless,  it  was 
Leadbitter,  with  typical  indig¬ 
nation,  who  put  live  question. 
His  success  led  him  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  security  matters  and 
he  began  increasingly  to  ask 
Commons  questions  about  the 
Cheltenham  GCHQ,  the  pos¬ 
sible  penetration  of  the  Civil 
Service  by  Soviet  agents  and 
even  the  activities  of  Pamela 
Bordes,  the  former  Commons 
research  assistant  and  callgirl. 
In  his  tendency  towards  self- 
importance  he  was  not  of 
course,  alone  in  the  Com¬ 
mons.  He  was  notably  quick¬ 
tempered  in  an  assembly  not 
noted  for  its  placidity  but  this 
was  balanced  by  an  innate 
cheerfulness  which  eventually 
succeeded  in  breaking 
through.  He  was  a  willing 
House  of  Commons  work¬ 
horse,  serving  on  the  Esti¬ 
mates  Committee,  foe  Select 
Committee  on  Science  and 
Technology,  the  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Energy  and  on  the 
chairmen^  panel. 

Leadbitter  married  Phyllis 
Mellin  in  1940.  She  survives 
him,  together  with  their  son 
and  daughter. 


MAJOR  ROBERT  FIELD-MARSHAM 
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Major  Robert  Field-  . 
Marsham.  former  master 
of  the  Bridge  Hunt,  died 
on  November  24  aged  91. 

*  He  was  born  on  August  5. 

*  1905. 

THE  BOXING  Day  meet  of 
the  Eridge  Hunt  on  the  spa¬ 
cious  common  at  Tunbridge 
Wells  was  a  gathering  that 
always  gave  particular  plea¬ 
sure  to  the  hunt’s  former 
master,  Robert  Fieid- 
Marsham.  He  was  the  bom 
countryman  who  lived  for 
green  fields,  great  woods,  wild 
life  and  foxhunting.  He 
wished  others  the  same 
pleasure. 


Boxing  Day  meets  are. dif¬ 
ferent'  from  the  rest  of  the 
hunting  cafendar.They  attract 
up  to  several  thousand  towns¬ 
people  and  their  children  in 
cars  and  on  foot  Fleld- 
Marsham  used  to  say  of  foe 
Boxing  Day  meet  “It  is  foe 
great  day  in  foe  year  when 
town  meets  country."  In  his 
quiet  way  he  had  a  knack  of 
making  everybody  feel  wet- 
come.  Children  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  make  friends  with  the 
hunt  horses  and  hounds  and 
to  ask  questions  of  the  master 
and  his  staff.  The  warmth  of 
his  welcome  was  typical  of  a  - 
man  who  always  added  two 
words  ,  to  his  letters  before 


signing  them:  “Keep  Smiling." 

His  own  beginnings  as  a 
huntsman  couldnot  have  been 
more  modest  He  had  a  bob¬ 
bery  pack  which  he  hunted  on 
the  family  estate  on  foe  Sus- 
sex-Kent  border  and  any  other 
place  where  he  was  welcome. 
These  bobbery  packs  originat¬ 
ed  in  India  to  hunt  jackal  and 
consisted  of  a  mix  of  hunting 
hounds,  usually  of  unknown 
ancestry,  and  a  couple  of  dogs. 
Fidd-Marsham’s  pack  was 
mostly  made  up  of  terriers. 

.  He  wwit  on  to  bigger  and 
better  packs,  becoming  one  of 
tire  outstanding  amateurs  to 
carry  the  horn,  in  foe  past  half 
century.  Also,  in  his  latter 


years  he  was  acknowledged  as 
one  of  foe  finest  judges  of  the 
foxhound.  This  brought  him 
invitations,  readily  accepted, 
to  judge  at  foe  top  hound 
shows  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  His  judging  was 
brisk,  knowing  as  he  did, 
exactly  whai  he  wanted  in  the 
hound’s  outlook  and  confir¬ 
mation.  This  was  especially 
appreciated  by  spectators 
who,  even  at  the  bigger  hound 
shows,  have  to  sit  for  hour 
after  hour  on  very  hard  seats. 

Robert  Fieid-Marsham  was 
bom  at  Ashurst  Park  near 
Tunbridge  Wells.  Immensely 
tall  and  slim,  he  resembled  his 
father  in  appearance,  his 


father  bring  known  in  his 
army  days  as  The  Pole”.  The 
son  was  a  natural  athlete.  At 
Eton  he  and  his  younger 
brother,  Charlie,  were  both  in 
the  Cricket  XI.  After  school  he 
joined  the  Army  and  was 
commissioned  into  the 
Queen's  Bays,  serving  in  India 
for  more  than  a  decade.  Here 
again  his  sporting  prowess 
came  to  foe  fore.  At  polo  he 
was  noted  for  his  length  of 
shot  and  skflful  tactics  playing 
at  No3.  In  1924  he  was  in  the 
Queen's  Bays  team  that  won 
the  inter  regimental  cup  for 
polo. 

Back  in  England  he  hunted 
his  bobbery  pack  and  began  to 
take  a  serious  interest  in  fox¬ 
hunting.  He  was  extraordi¬ 
narily  lucky  in  his  mentors. 
His  gifts  as  a  huntsman, 
which  came  from  a  dose 
affinity  with  hounds  and  his 
deep  knowledge  of  the  coun¬ 
tryside.  was  noticed  by  Wi¬ 
liam  Freeman,  a  man 
exceptionally  good  at  his  job 
as  professional  huntsman  to 
foe  Eridge.  (His  more  famous 
brother.  Frank  Freeman,  was 
huntsman  to  foe  Pytchley 
when  the  Queen,  as  a  child, 
had  her  only  ride  to  hounds.) 


William  Freeman  could  be 
short  tempered  and  tired  of 
young  army  officers  with  am¬ 
bitions  of  bring  masters  of 
foxhounds  and  hunting  their 
own  hounds,  coning  down 
from  London  to  ask  for  his 
advice.  They  were  fairly  quick¬ 
ly  dismissed.  “Mugs"  he 
would  call  them.  Fieid- 
Marsham  was  different  Free¬ 
man  was  unstinting  in  his 
help  and  advice  and  had  the 
young  man  as  a  whipper-in  to 
foe  Eridge  when  on  army 
leave. 

Fieid-Marsham  went  on  to 
become  master  of  the  Aider- 
shot  foxhounds  and  then 
moved  into  foe  big  time  as 
joint  master  of  the  Bicester 
and  Walden  Hill,  a  four-day- 
a-week  country  in  which  he 
hunted  hounds  two  days  a 
week  with  the  professional 
huntsman  doing  so  on  the 
other  two  days.  The  Bicester 
then  attracted  wealthy  men 
from  the  City  of  London  who 
demanded  a  high  level  of  fast 
sport  in  order  to  shake  up 
their  livers  and  tire  their  over¬ 
fresh  horses.  Fieid-Marsham 
was  not  found  wanting. 

Here  again  he  haa  distin¬ 
guished  mentors  as  he  rose  to 


make  his  own  impact  on  fox¬ 
hunting.  That  brilliant  hunts¬ 
man  Sir  Peter  Faiquhar  and 
his  wife,  with  her  encyclopae¬ 
dic  kraiwledge  of  hound  breed¬ 
ing.  were  in  control  in  the 
neighbouring  hunt  country, 
foe  Waddon  Chase.  They  were 
unstinting  when  it  came  to 
giving  their  young  neighbour 
the  benefit  of  their  vast 
experience. 

It  was  after  the  Second 
World  War  when  he  began  his 
long  association  with  foe 
Eridge  which  was  to  last 
nearly  two  decades,  most  of  it 
as  master  and  huntsman.  This 
was  a  subscription  pack  but 
hounds  were  owned  by  Lord 
Abergavenny.  He  was  so  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  new  master 
that  he  presented  him  with  the 
hounds.  After  a  few  years 
FSeld-Marsham  had  one  of  foe 
greatest  thrills  of  his  life  when 
a  hound  which  he  bred, 
Eridge  Freedom,  was  champi¬ 
on  bitch  al  die  Peterborough 
Fox  Hound  Show.  It  was  a 
great  triumph,  and  an  unusu¬ 
al  one  in  those  days,  for  a 
small  provincial  pack  taking 
on  and  beating  the  cream  of 
the  Shires  and  other  big 
fashionable  kennels. 


When  an  injury  forced  him 
to  give  up  riding  he  became  a 
farmer  at  Top  HflL  a  part  of 
foe  old  family  estate  which  he 
retained  when  the  main  house 
was  sold.  He  bred  Friesian 
cattle  concentrating  on  a  dairy 
herd  with  the  same  thorough¬ 
ness  and  imagination  that 
marked  his  endeavours  when 
breeding  hounds.  A  couple  of 
times  a  year  he  would  take  the 
long  road  down  to  Pembroke 
to  confer  with  Mr  Gibfoy,  a 
nationally  acknowledged  ex¬ 
pert  on  Friesians. 

A  month  before  his  death  he 
moved  back  to  Ashurst  Park, 
now  a  place  of  help  and 
comfort  for  foe  elderly,  and 
which  the  family  had  left  some 
40  years  previously.  In  his 
latter  years  he  liked  to  walk 
out  one  or  two  dogs  in  the 
evening  at  dusk  before  settling 
down  to  a  whisky.  It  was  after 
this  ritual  that  he  passed  away 
quietly. 

Fieid-Marsham  married 
twice;  first  Gee  Pilkington 
whom  he  later  divorced,  then 
a  second  time.  Joan  Nevill. 
widow  of  his  younger  brother 
Charlie.  Both  predeceased 
him.  He  is  survived  by  his 
stepson. 


WINDSOR  CASTLE. 

We  gave  some  short  time  ago.  a  partial  but 
most  accurate,  description  of  the  exterior 
appearance  and  internal  embellishments  of 
die  Casde,  nearly  to  the  extent  that  they  had 
then  proceeded,  and  we  shall  not  foil  from 
time  to  time  to  resume  the  subject  with  an  acc- 
inaey  and  faithfulness  of  detail  in  which  exelu- 
sive  opportunities  must  prevent  the  possibility 
of  misleading,  until  the  accomplishment  of  this 
magnificent  national  structure. 

TJte  corridor  or  gallery  which  we  before 
described  as  extending  round  two  entire  sides 
of  the  quadrangle  that  forms  the  building,  is 
now  completed,  and  very  nearly  furnished 
with  specimens  of  Ifae  rarest  works  of  art;  these 
consist  of  pictures,  by  Zofiary  and  Canaletto, 
which  ornament  hs  walls,  the  greater  number 
by  the  latter  artist:  and  although  foe  works  of 
this  master  are  not  now  held  in  any  very  high 
degree  of  estimation,  there  are  here  some 
beautiful  specimens  of  his  are  these  pictures, 
we  befiere,  were  all  the  property  of  his  late 
Majesty,  and  on  that  account  possess  a  mare 
sacred  interest  and  value  with  their  present 
owner.  There  are  besides tiiese  hung  round  the 
walls,  to  be  seen,  the  portraits  of  Nelson,  St 
VincenL  Pitt,  and  many  other  great  names. 

In  different  parts  of  this  corridor,  too.  as  you 
walk  along,  the  eye  occasionally  rests  upon 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  26, 1828 


James  Wyatt  (later  Sir  Jeffry  Wyatville) 
■won  the  competition,  commissioned  by 
George  IV  in  1824.  to  remodel  most  of 
Windsor  Castle.  In  the  fire  of  M2  most 
of  the  castle's  works  of  art  were  saved. 

some  almost  animated  bust,  from  toe  perfect¬ 
ness  of  it?  resemblance,  in  marble  or  m  bronze; 
these  are  aO  of  some  eminent  men,  and  of  His 
Majesty's  personal  and  private  friends. 
Amongst  the  latter  are  busts  of  his  1 ate  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the  late 
Marquis  of  Hastings.  At  the  head  of  die 
corridor  near  to  the  door  leading  into  the 
music  gallery  stands  a  magnificent  bust  in 
brume  of  King  James  I. 

There  are  besides  these  busts,  a  number  of 
figures  m  bnmze,  most  etHjulshriy  executed  by 
the  hands  of  the  first  artists,  and  here  and 
there  the  attention  is  frequently  arrested  by 


cabinets  of  ebony  of  the  most  lavish  and  costly 
taste  and  workmanship,  which  are  understood 
to  have  been  once  in  the  possession  of  Cardinal 
Wolsey.  for  whom  they  are  said  m  have  been 
made,  and  they  are  indeed  well-worthy  the 
enormous  expenditure  of  that  princely  priest. 

These  cabinets  have  all  been  newty  polished, 
and  are  so  admirably  wdl  arranged  in  this 
gallery,  that  oi  quitting  one  after  a  minute 
examination  of  its  beauties,  you  arc  quickly 
again  gratified  by  lighting  upon  another  of  still 

more  exquisite  attractions;  the  intermediate 
spaces  between  these  cabinets  are  occupied  fry 
the  busts  we  have  already  named,  tripods, 
camddabra,  setrees.  &c.  so  that  not  an  inch 
remains  unappropriated  to  some  delightful 
specimen  erf  taste  and  art. 

At  each  door  leading  out  of  toe  corridor  to 
His  Majesty’s  apartments,  are  two  tripods, 
richly  carved  and  gilt,  each  bearing  three 
lamps;  and  the  effect  of  these  at  night,  when 
lighted,  on  toe  surrounding  ornaments,  is  said 
to  surpass  belief  in  its  magnificence. 

There  are  also  placed  in  the  corridor  at  con¬ 
venient  distances  several  very  rich  onnoulu 
dodu.  by  Vulliamy.  so  that  the  eye  in  this 
place  never  wanders,  one  rich  or  rare  work  of 
an  immediately  succeeding  to  another,  and 
the  whole  presenting  a  constellation  of  the 
most  magnificent  and  costly  grandeur. 


FieM-Maisfeam  at  the  Boxing  Day  meet  of  the  Eridge  Hunt  1959 


THE  TIMES  TODAY 
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Killers  ‘should  be  beheaded’ 


■  The  brother  of  an  Australian  nurse  murdered  in  Saudi 
Arabia  has  called  for  two  British  nurses  charged  with  the  crime 
to  be  publicly  beheaded  if  found  guilty. 

Yvonne  Gilford’s  brother,  Frank,  spoke  as  Lucille 
McLauchian  protested  her  innocence  through  her  family  in 
Dundee  after  telephoning  them  from  the  jail  in  Dhahran  where 
she  is  being  held  with  Deborah  Parry — . Pages  1, 3 

Archbishop’s  warning  against  the  Tarot 

■  The  Archbishop  of  York  warned  people  not  to  turn  to  "feel¬ 

good"  spiritualities  such  as  astrology  and  Tarot  cards  after  a 
year  haunted  by  the  horrors  of  Dunblane  and  the  murder  of 
Philip  Lawrence.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  also  focused 
on  the  two  tragedies,  saying  society  had  come  adrift  from  its 
moral  roots— . - - - Page  1 
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FrcneK  Another  romp  with  Ratty, 
Toad  and  Mote  in  The  Willows  in 
Winter  (1TV,  Z45pra)  Review  How 
EastEndersbas  become  an  insult  to 
the  woriting-dass  and  an  absurd 
distortion  of  reality;  grim,  graceless 
and  malevolent . . Page  43 
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Church  bomber 

Two  sisters  were  killed  and  many 
other  people  seriously  injured 
after  a  woman  blew  herself  up  in 
a  crowded  German  church  dur¬ 
ing  midnight  Mass....  Pages  1.  IS 

Rates  alert 

Eddie  George,  the  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  said  that 
interests  would  have  to  rise  early 
in  the  new  year  to  counter  the 
threat  of  inflation - Page  1 

Masonic  police 

Police  officers  who  are  Masons 
should  have  to  disclose  their 
membership  to  remove  suspi¬ 
cions  about  the  movement’s  influ¬ 
ence,  the  Police  Complaints  Com¬ 
mission  says _ _ Page  2 

Fatbusting  drug 

An  American  drug  company  has 
come  up  with  a  drug  that  pre¬ 
vents  the  body  from  absorbing 
almost  a  third  of  the  fat  that  is 
eaten . . Page  3 

Fire  kills  mother 

A  mother  died  and  two  children 
were  seriously  hurt  after  a  petrol 
bomb  was  put  through  their  letter 
box _ _ Page  4 

Hunt  for  giant  squid 

Up  to  60ft  long,  with  a  complex 
brain,  eyes  as  big  as  dinner  plates 
and  a  powerful  parrot-like  beak, 
the  giant  squid  is  the  largest  un¬ 
known  animal  on  Earth  —  but 
nobody  has  seen  it  in  its  natural 
setting.  Now  naturalists  aim  to 
remedy  that _ Page  9 


Family’s  fears 

A  Croatian  family  given  refuge  in 
Britain  after  their  home  was  over¬ 
run  by  Serbs  are  to  be  deported  to 
face  what  they  say  will  be  almost 
certain  death . . . Page  10 

Mormons’  success 

A  hundred  and  fifty  years  after 
settling  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  a 
century  after  renouncing  polyga¬ 
my,  the  Mormons  remain  vulner¬ 
able  to  ridicule.  The  organisation 
is.  however,  more  powerful  than 
ever _ Page  II 

Deathbed  secret 

Civil  rights  activists  hoping  for  a 
death-bed  declaration  explaining 
the  murder  of  Martin  Luther 
King  in  1968  were  disappointed 
when  the  killer,  James  Earl  Ray. 
fell  into  a  coma _ Page  12 

Hebron  clash 

Israeli  security  forces  and  Jewish 
settlers  clashed  during  demon¬ 
strations  in  Hebron  against  (dans 
for  Palestinian  self-rule  for  most 
of  the  West  Bank  town...  Page  13 

Terror  threat 

Algerian  fundamentalists  have 
written  to  President  Chirac 
threatening  to  continue  their  ter¬ 
ror  campaign  in  France  and  “de¬ 
stroy  your  country". Page  14 

Serbia  condemned 

America  condemned  President 
Milosevic  of  Serbia  for  inciting 
protesters  who  clashed  violently 
with  opponents  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  in  Belgrade - Page  15 
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Fox  and  hound 

Legislation  to  ban  hunting  with 
hounds  is  not  the  most  appropriate 
way  to  guarantee  the  welfare  of  the 
countryside™ —  Page '19 

A  very  English  Roman 

Let  Seneca  stand  for  an  early  exam- 
pie  of  British  pragmatism- in  phi¬ 
losophy  and  politics.  Politics  still, 
needs  its  intellectuals  as  well  as  its 
fixers-./,'  i  - - — -— Page  W 

Neptune's  big  secret 

The  search  for  the  giant  squid  pro¬ 
vides  science  at  fin  end  of  the 
mfllemrium  with  its  most  appropri- . 
ate  quarry— the  pursui  t  of  the  last 
great  living  creature,  to  evade 
marils  eye : — . — . — —Page  19 
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Taking  power:  CE  Electicof  Ameri¬ 
ca  took  control  of  Northern  Electric 
after  a  £780  million  bid  battle.  A 
new  bid  for  one  of  the  two  remain¬ 
ing  independent  regional  com¬ 
panies  is  expected  soon Page  44 

Bonus  threat  Thousands  of  inves¬ 
tors  in  building  society  accounts 
are  in  danger  of  losing  their  float 
bonuses  unless  they  top  up  their 
accounts - Page  44 

Cable  sale:  KPN,  the  Dutch  tele¬ 
comm  uni  cations  business,  is  sell¬ 
ing  its  British  cable  interestsas  the 
industry  continues  its  process  of 
consolidation - Page  44 

Markets:  The  FTSE  100  dosed  on 
Christmas  Eve  up  5J  at 40925.  The 
pound  rose  29  pfennigs  to 
DM26046  and  closed  unchanged 
at  $1.6740 _ Page  41 


Cricket:  England  are  Thinking  of 
replacing  the  specialist  bowler 
Chris  Silverwood  with  Craig 
White,  a  batsman  who  bowls,  for 
the  second  Test  against  Zimbabwe 
in  Harare . . —  Page  23 

Football:  Middlesbrough  go  into 
their  Premiership  match  with 
Everton  surrounded  by  injury  wor¬ 
ries  and  charged  with  a  breach  erf 

league  rules - Page  23 

Salting:  Lucy  Duncan  reports  from 
the  Southern  Ocean  that  the  crew 
of  Concert  has  too  much  spare  time 
to  devote  to  sleeping  . ....  Page  26 

Racing:  The  meetings  scheduled 
for  Ayr,  Newton  Abbot  and  Win- 
canton  have  been  abandoned 
because  of  frost  Hereford,  Hun¬ 
tingdon.  Sedgefield  and  Market 
Rasen  inspect  today _ Page  28  I 


Ifo  a  cracker:  Debra  Craine  reEsh- 
es  a  glimpse  of  the  Kirov  as  it  once 
was  —  and  should  be  again  —  as 
leading  ballerina  Aftynai  Asyimur- 
atova  takes  centre  stage  in  an  old- 
fashioned  Nutcracker; _ Page  32 

A  cappefla  charm:  Catherine  Bott 
struggles  with  a  cold  to  deliver  the 
hits  of  the  Middle  Ages  in  an 
unaccompanied .  performance  of 

troubadours*  songs. - Page  32 

Art  movfa:  Anthony  Hopkins  plays 
the  unappealing  hero  of  Merthant- 
fvory’s  Surviving  Picasso,  more 
about  Pablo  the  womaniser  than 

Pablo  the  genius - Page  33 

Romancing  ttia  atone:  A  new  show 
in  Leeds  celebrates  the  Victorian 
heyday  of  coloured  sculpture,  with 
its  heady  mix  of  onyx  and  bronze, 
gilt  and  ini ay _ _ Page  33 


siljp^&uaan  Freud's 
daughter  Siiste  j^jyf  tefls  Noreen 
Thyjorwhy.s^e  chooses  not  to  use 
her  ■famous  surname  and  how  she 
straggled^  to  a&fieve  recognition  as 
a  novelist  - — .Fasel7 


Dreaming  of  a  bookies’  payout 


■  Bookmakers  will  have  to  pay  out  thousands  of  pounds  after 
a  light  dusting  of  snow  in  some  parts  of  the  country.  A  public 
relations  man  who  gave  1300 customers  a  present  of  a  £1  bet  on 
snow  in  London  came  up  trumps  with  a  half-hour  fall  before 
dawn  —  the  capital's  first  officially  acknowledged  white 
Christmas  for  two  decades _ _ _ _ Page  1 
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IN  THE  TIMES 


Looking  igK  TheSki  Company  has 
Ignored  the  economy  end .  of  the 
Alpine  markettoconcentratecm  the 
weH-beeted  —  and  its  approach  is 

paying  dividends _ ; _ _ Page  38 

Escape  ctaosa:  Airlines  have  been 
ordered  to  improve  evacuation  fa¬ 
cilities  in  case,  of  fire,  a.decade  after 
the  Manchester  ,  blaze  that  killed  55 
people-^ _ ...  _ _ _ _ Page  38 


WILUAMREES-MOGG  £ 

Even-  now,  literary  fame  is  poly 
stirring  for  John  Aubrey.  He  pub- 
■Iishedonfy  one  complete  book  in 
his  lifetime  and,  despite  his  un¬ 
doubted  scholarship,  his  contem¬ 
poraries  saw  him  as  a  credulous 
gossip - - - - — Page  18 

JOANNA  PITMAN 

Despite  the  modest  but  growing 
influence  ^  the  Koreans  have  over 
our  lives,  much  about  their  society 
and  institutions  remains  unknown, 
hidden  behind  misunderstanding 

and  dkh£ _ Page  18 

MAGNUS  UNKLATER 
The  tune  may.  have  come  for  the 
Dunblane  parents  to  hand  the  cam¬ 
paigning  over  to  others,  to  rejoin 
the  community  of  which  they  are  a 
part  and  to  allow  toe  heating  pro- 
■  cess  to  begin — — ~ — . — Page  18 


■  POP 
David  Sinclair 
reviews  the  hits  and 
misses  of  1996;  a 
troubled  year  for  Oasis 


Gutsy  iaoric  Marianne  Wiggins  on 
Jeanette  Wuxtersdn  and  Antonia 
Fraser  on  mtrigue  attoe  court  of 
James  I _ ... _ _  Pages  34, 35 


Ronnie  Scott,  jazz  musician  and 
nightclub  owner  Edward  Lead- 
bitter,  former  Labour  MP:  Major 
Robert  Fidd-Marsham,  former 
master  of  the  Eridge  HunlPage  26 
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■  INTERVIEW 
Valerie  Grove  talks  to 
Lady  Olivier  abotrt  the 
revival  of  her 
screen  career 


President  Yeltsin  has  repeatedly 
overcome  crushing  problems, 
soroAowmanagpg.to  keep  reform 
alive.  Now  he  must  bring  discipline 
and  order  to  the  Russian  economy. 
If  it  fails,  so  too  will  reform 

—  New  York  Tithes 


Lard  St  John  of  Fawsley  defends 
die  Duke  of  Edinburgh’s  right  to 
speak  on  guns;  Gorbachev.Pnzv- 
da,  and  The  Times:  unruly  child¬ 
ren;  Sunday  as  a  day  of  rest; 
Freemasonry - Page  19 
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Silverwood  may  be  sacrificed  for  second  Test  against  Zimbabwe 


THEtiHfeTIMES 


FORM  CHOICE 

Richard  Dunwoody,  above, 
rides  Ora  Man  at  ftempton 
Park  today  looking  far 
a.  record  fourth  victory 
in  the  King  George  vt 
Chase.  Tbs  three-times 
champion  jockey  reveals 
Ns  thoughts  on  the 
big  race  exdbsrvefy 
in  The  Times 

PAGE  29 

CHOICE  DAY 

A  fufl  gude  to  where 
to  find  the  best 
of  the  Boxing  pay 
footbaH  and  racing 

PAGES  24.  28,  29.  30 


s  delayed  net  practice  yesterday,  even  though  he  may  lose  his  place  to  the  Yorkshire  all-rounder 


From  Simon  Wilde 

IN  HARARE  • 

ENGLAND  ought  to  be  going 
into  the  second  Test  match 
against  Zimbabwe,  which 
starts  here  today.brimful  of 
confidence.  After  all,  if  David 
Uoyd,  foe  coach,  has  said  "We 
murdered  them  and  they 
know  it”  once  since  the  drawn 
first  Test  match  ended  four 
days  ago,  he  mist  have  said  it 
a  thousand  rimes. 

So  it  is  surprising  to  dwell 
on  the  change  that  England 
are  contemplating  making  to 
their  sale  for  fine  match,  in  - 
whkh  victory  would  give  them 
their  first  overseas  Test  series 
triumph  for  four  years,  it 
involves  the  far  from  bold 
'  notion  of  replacing*  specialist 
bonder  with  a  batsman  who 
bowk.  Bolstering 'your  side 
with  a  seventh  batsman  seems 
a  strange way  to  show  thatyou 
mean  business. 

The  batsman  in  question  is 
Craig  White,  the  bowler  Chris 
SOverwood:  White  played  the 
most  recent  of  his  six  Test 
matches  —  all  of  which  have 
taken  place  in  England  — ■  16 
months  ago.  In  those  matches 
he  churned  eight  wickets  at 
mare  than  40  runs  apiece,  and 


Racing 
smitten 
by  frost 

WHILE  England’s  cricket¬ 
ers  watched  die  rain  fall  in 
Harare,  weather  also  took 
toll  of  sport  back  hone. 
The  race  meetings  sched¬ 
uled  today  for  Ayr.  Newttm 
Abbot  and  Wmcanton 
have  been  abandoned 
because  of  frost-  ..  . 

Rwr  other  meetings  — 
Hereford,  Huntingdon, 
Sedgefidd  and  Market 
Rasen — depend  on  inspec¬ 
tions  this  morning,  but  the 
top  meeting  at  Kempton 
Park  should  go  ahead. 

Hereford  inspect  at  7Ja 

needing  -an  improvement 
in  conditions.  Sedgefield 
and  Huntingdon  have  in¬ 
spections  at  730,  Market 
Rasen  at  830. 

Bridgend’s  rugby  union 
against  Mosdqr  has 
also  been  cancdlecL 


one  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
first  phase  of  his  international 
career  was  the  apparent  reluc¬ 
tance  of  Midrad  Atherton,  the 
Enghhd-capfain.  to  give  him 
the  ball. 

SOverwood,  on  foe  other 
hand,  was  playing  his  first 


ZIMBABWE  (probable);  ADR  Canp- 
befl  (captain),  G  W  Flower.  M  H 
□efcksr,  D  L  Houghton,  A  Ftower,  A  C 
Wafer.  G  J  Whttafl.  P  A  Strang,  H  H 
Streak,  E  A  Brandos,  H  R  OJonga 


Hussan  .G  P  Thorpe,  J  P  Crawley ,  C 
White.  R D B  Croft,  D Gough.  CEW 
Sherwood.  ADMtMfy.PC R  Tutnet. 
Umpires:  R Tfftn  (Zimbabwe)  andKT 
Rends  (Sri  Lanka). 

Match  raterae:  Ha  ax  mitt  Singh 
(bKfa).-  • 


Test  match  in  Bulawayo  last 
week,  and  while  be,  too,  found 
Atherton  cautious  about  em¬ 
ploying  him.  he  came  away 
.with  four  economical  wickets 
in  25  overs.  Does  he  really 
deserve  to  be  dropped  for  a 
man  who  reached  Africa  only 
chi  Monday  night,-  has  not. 
played  for  a  fortnight  and 
prepared  with  one  brief  net 
session  yesterday  afternoon? 


On  a  Harare  Sports  Club 
pitch  foal  could  well  be  full  of 
runs,  and  with  Zimbabwe 
strengthening  their  hand  by 
replacing  Carlisle  with  Dek- 
ker  and  considering  the  option 
of  playing  an  extra  batsman 
themselves,  England  are 
going  to  tired  all  foe  bowling 
firepower  that  they  can  muster 
if  titty  are  going  to  dismiss  the 
opposition  twice,  a  feat  they 
accomplished  in  Bulawayo  for 
only  the  fourth  time  in  20 
overseas  Tests. 

Logically,  the  decision  is 
8 awed,  but  for  England  the 
temptation  to  play  White  is 
founded  in  reasoning  not  sole¬ 
ly  to  do  with  winning  the 
match.  Their  tour  to  date  has 
been  dogged  by  the  absence  of 
an  effective  all-rounder,  Ron¬ 
nie  Irani,  the  original  choice, 
having  shown  himself  to  be 
short  of  foe  .  necessary  form 
and  fitness. 

One  consequence  has  been 
that,  with  Cork  missing,  they 
have  an  alarmingly  long  tail, 
with  Croft.  Gough  and  Med¬ 
ially  baiting  at  least  one  place 
too  high  in  foe  order  at  Nos  7, 
8  and  9  respectively.  Indeed, 
when  Croft  made  his  Test 
debut  against  Pakistan  at  the 
Oval  in  August,  he  went  in  at 


No  10.  Without  such  a  weak 
lower  order,  die  embarrassing 
three-day  defeat  at  foe  hands 
of  Mashonaland  might  never 
have  happened. 

In  short,  now  that  they 
finally  have  an  all-rounder 
with  them  who  can  make  runs 


Lloyd;  believes  that 
spinners  may  bold  key 


at  No  7  and  chip  in  with  the 
odd  wicket,  England  want  to 
play  him.  However,  they  may 
come  to  regret  not  having  a 
bowler  of  SOverwood 's  acc¬ 
uracy  in  a  seam  attack  not 
otherwise  noted  for  its  preci¬ 
sion.  If  England's  top  six 
batsmen  cannot  take  enough 
runs  off  Zimbabwe's  modest 
attack  —  even  rate  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  likely  replacement 
of  Bryan  Strang  by  Ed  do 
Brandes  —  why  should  a 
seventh? 

It  is  also  ironic  that,  while 
England  are  contemplating 
such  timidity,  it  has  emerged 
that  Uoyd  was  involved  in  "an 
exchange  of  words"  with  a 
local  official,  lan  Gog  gin,  of 
foe  Mashonaland  Cricket  As¬ 
sociation  and  Zimbabwe 
Cricket  Union,  immediately 
after  foe  dramatic  end  to  the 
first  Test  match,  in  which 
Lloyd  allegedly  berated  him 
for  Zimbabwe’s  negative 
tactics. 

The  matter  was  quickly 
resolved  in  "amicable"  fashion 
between  the  England  manage¬ 
ment  and  the  Zimbabwe 
Cricket  Union,  so  that,  al¬ 
though  it  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  Hanumant  Singh, 
the  International  Cricket 


Council  march  referee,  no 
disciplinary  action  was  taken. 

For  all  the  debate  about 
England's  seam  attack,  it  is 
spin  that  may  hold  the  key  to 
the  match,  and  foe  combined 
performance  of  Croft  and 
Tufnell  will  be  vital  to  the 
visitors'  chances.  They  out- 
bowled  foe  s earners  in  Bula¬ 
wayo,  claimed  match  figures 
of  11  for  276  and  conceded  runs 
at  a  fraction  aver  two  an  over. 

There  will  certainly  be  no 
question  of  Atherton  being 
afraid  to  throw  either  of  them 
the  ball.  "Spinners  can  hold 
the  game  for  you  in  the  field  if 
you  are  not  getting  wickets.” 
he  said.  "I  thought  the  crucial 
stage  of  the  first  Test  was  the 
last  session  of  foe  fourth  day, 
where  foe  spinners  and  seara- 
ers  built  up  pressure,  particu¬ 
larly  on  Houghton,  and  we  got 
three  wickets.  It  was  an  excel¬ 
lent  spell  of  bowling. 

“The  wickets  over  here  have  j 
turned  a  bit  more  than  per-  ! 
haps  wickets  do  in  England 
for  the  finger  spinners  and 
they  have  benefited." 

England’s  Christmas  Day 
plans  were  disrupted  when 
rain  made  the  Harare  nets  too 
wet  for  the  intended  morning 
practice.  The  session  —  En¬ 


gland’s  first  in  three  days  — 
was  switched  to  foe  afternoon, 
delaying  their  Christmas  meal 
until  the  evening.  Rain  is 
again  expected  to  interrupt  the 
match. 

Australia  favourites,  page  31 


CHOICE  MOMENT 

Simon  Bones  continues 
a  series  on  the  best 
days  of  the  sporting 
year  by  recalling  the 

feat  of  the  man  who  wore 
the  golden  shoes 

PAGE  27 

PRIZE  CHOICE 

Test  your  knowledge 
with  the  prize  Jumbo 
Sports  Crossword 
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Charge  adds  to  Robson’s  problems 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

MIDDLESBROUGH  go  into 
their  FA  Carling  Premiership 
match  with  Everfon  this  after¬ 
noon  still  surrounded' by  inju¬ 
ry  .  worries  and  in  the 
knowledge  that  they  have 
been  formally  charge  with  a 
breach  bf  league  rules  after 
calling  off  the  trip  to  Blade- 
bunt  Rovers  last  Saturday. 

BiyanRobson.  foe  Middles¬ 
brough  manager,  will  assess 
foe  fitness  of  Juninho,  Steve 
Vickers  and  Curtis  Fleming 
this  morning.  All  have  a  50-50 
chance  of  placing,  but  Nigd 
Pearson.  Philip  Stamp  arid 
Alair  Moore  are  ruled  out 

•  Middlesbrough  .pulled  out 
of  the  game  at  Ewood  Park 
because  they  had  23.  players 
unavailable  because  of  inju¬ 
ries,  illness  and  suspensions, 
but  they  did  so  without  per¬ 
mission,  and  the  rules  stele 
foat  dubs  must  fulfil  their 
fixture  obligations^  ■ 

Mike  Lee,  a  Premier  League 


spokesman,  said  that  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough  must  now  appear 
before  a  league  commission  on 
January  14  to  answer  the 
charge.  The  dub  is  prepared 
to  present  medical  evidence  to 
support  its  case  at  the  hearing. 

Meanwhile  Robson  has  re¬ 
plied  to  Fabrizio  Ravanefli’S 
criticism  of  training  facilities 
.  and.  coaching  methods  in'  the 
Premiership.  Ravenelli,  the  £7 
million  Italy  international, 
whose-scaihing  remarks  were 
made,  in  an  interview  on 
Italian  television,  claimed  dial 
he  was  forced  to  train  on  his 
.  own.  at  Middlesbrough  using 
charts  supplied  by  Juventus. 
his  previous  dub.  .  . 

"Ravanelli  trained  on  his 
own  when  he  stayed  behind 
during  our  pre-season  tours, 
but  he  does  not  train  on  his 
own  now,"  Robson  said.  “The 
English  system  takes  its  toll  ot 
.  players.  You  cannot  overdo  it 
in  training  otherwise  it  affects 
your  fitness  in  matches." 

Arsine  Wenger,  die  Arsenal 


manager,  has  accused  Nikola 
Jerkan,  Nottingham  Forest’s 
Croatian  defender,  of  cheating 
and  said  that  it  was  Jerkan 
who  should  have  been  sent  off 
instead  of  Ian  Wright,  the 
Arsenal  forward,  during  their 
clash  at  the  City  Ground. 

Wright  was  shown  foe. red 


&  •  1  -  '  * 


Robson;  concerns  continue 


card  on  Saturday  after  an  off- 
the-ball  incident  with  Jerkan 
during  Forest’s  2-1  win.  The 
defender  crashed  to  the 
ground  as  the  players  jostled 
for  positions  while  awaiting  a 
free  kick  and  Jerkan  claimed 
afterwards  that  his  shin  was 
raked  by  Wright's  studs. 

Wright,  who  has  denied  foe 
accusation,  now  faces  a  three- 
match  ban,  but  Steve  Lodge, 
the  referee,  who  admits  that  he 
acted  on  his  assistant's  advice, 
has  promised  to  look  at  a  video 
recording. 

Wenger  said:  “It  is  obvious 
from  the  film  that  Jerkan  was 
cheating,  i  agree  [an  Wright 
might  have  acted  provocative¬ 
ly  and  1  know  that  we  have  to 
adjust  our  ways  to  make  sure 
we  keep  11  players  on  the  fidd, 
but  foe  reaction  by  Jerkan  to 
anything  that  Wright  did  was 
ridiculous.  I  think  the  video 
makes  it  perfectly  dear  and  I 
think  foe  matter  should  be 
judged  on  that  evidence. 

“What  Jerkan  did  is  some¬ 


thing  for  which  foreign  play¬ 
ers  have  a  bad  reputation. 
Speaking  generally,  1  think  an 
English  player  would  not  act 
like  that,  but  foreigners  are 
bringing  bad  things  as  well  as 
good  things  to  foe  game  here." 

Meanwhile.  Wright  faces 
Sheffield  Wednesday  at  Hilis- 


Fhmey’s  fortunes  __ 
Critic’s  golden  touch 


Financial  first  XI _ 

SuoderiaiKi  premium 


borough  this  afternoon  know¬ 
ing  that  a  booking  could  put 
him  out  of  Arsenal's  plans  at 
die  start  of  the  new  year. 
Unless  Lodge  changes  his 
mind  after  watching  the  film. 
Wright  wflj  miss  Arsenal’s  FA 
Cup  meeting  with  Sunderland 
on  January  4.  a  Premiership 
match  against  foe  same  oppo¬ 
sition  a  week  later  and  foe  next 
match  as  well. 
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Preston’s  favourite  son  reflects  on  his  lifetime  of  service  on  and  off  the  field 

Man  of  the  people  who  was  touched  by  the  gods 


Tom  Finney  eyed  the 
Porsdies  and  Mercedes  of 
the  modem  footballers  at 
a  pre-Christmas  game.  “I 
don't  blame  them,  I  don't  envy 
them,  but  all  this  money  that  we're 
paying,  sometimes  for  very  ordi¬ 
nary  players,  means  they  have  lost 
the  common  touch,”  the^  still- 
sprightly  septuagenarian  said. 

Finney,  from  a  family  of  six 
whose  mother  died  when  she  was 
32,  played  and  simultaneously 
built  up  a  business  on  values  of 
loyalty,  res  pea  and  sheer  endeav¬ 
our  that  need  brook  no  compari¬ 
sons  with  today's  commercial 
sporting  world.  But,  before  die 
players,  who  today  are  manipulat¬ 
ed  by  agents  and  who  are  reward¬ 
ed  for  moving  on  to  new  clubs  and 
new  contracts  every  two  or  three 
years,  ask  what  this  old  gentleman 
can  know  of  their  temptations, 
listen  to  what  happened  on  May 
IS.  1952,  when  Finney  left  the  field 
in  Florence,  where  Italy  and 
England  had  drawn  H. 

"The  president  of  Palermo  ap¬ 
proached  me,"  he  said.  “He  was  a 
prince,  somebody  said.  He  wanted 
me  to  sign  for  his  dub.  and  he  was 
offering  a  signing-on  fee  of  £10,000 
in  my  hand,  and  £120  a  game. 

"Are  you  interested?"  the  Paler¬ 
mo  prince  asked.  Finney  was 
bemused.  A  one-dub  man,  Pres¬ 
ton -bom  and  bred,  he  had  to  admit 
that  he  was  very  interested;  he  told 
his  wife,  Elsie,  that  for  the  signing- 
on  fee  he  would  have  to  play  for 
Preston  North  End  for  ten  more 
years  at  the  weekly  wage  of  £14. 

But  back  on  home  seal. 
Nathanial  Buchan,  the  Preston 
chairman,  said:  "If  tha  doesn't 
play  for  us,  tha  doesn't  play  for 
anybody.”  Finney  said  that  he 
would  like  a  decision  from  the 
board.  "I’ll  tell  thee  the  board 
decision  nah,  lad!"  And  that  was 
the  end  of  Finney's  wanderlust 
By  I960  he  had  retired,  having 
scored  187  goals  in  431  League 
games  for  Preston,  and  30  goals  in 
76  England  internationals.  He  was 
the  most  complete  forward  of  his 
time:  he  began  40  internationals 
on  die  right  wing,  sometimes 
preferred  to  Stanley  Matthews,  33 
at  outside  left,  three  at  centre 
forward  . . .  and  twice,  because  of 
injuries  to  others,  he  moved  to 
what  he  felt  was  his  natural 
position,  inside  left  He  scored 
from  each  of  those  positions  and. 
between  1955  and  1958.  playing 
centre  forward  for  Preston,  he  hit 
the  target  66  times  in  98  games. 

All  this  from  a  man  who  served 
in  the  Arrxiy  during  the  Second 
World  War.  from  the  ages  of  20  to 
24  Think  about  it  —  those  are  all 
the  years  through  which  we  have 
come  to  know,  to  be  impressed  by. 
Steve  McManaman.  And.  no 


Rob  Hughes  finds 
Tom  Finney  working 
hard  and  still  in  fine 
form  at  the  age  of  74 


doubt,  if  McManaman  were  to 
run  for  another  ten  years  in 

Liverpool  red,  they  would  build  a 

stand  in  his  name,  with  seating  in 
the  dub  odours  picking  out  the 
image  of  him  in  action,  just  as 
Preston  have  at  Deepdale  for 
Finney,  their  president 

Finney  admires  McManaman, 
for  his  attitude,  his  application,  his 
respect  for  the  game  and  its 
players.  But  Finney  has  no  doubt 
that  many  of  the  top  performers  in 
the  game  today  do  nor  respect  all 
that  comes  their  way  to  the  extent 
that  players  should  do. 

"I  don’t  see  a  lot  of  the  Premier 


Tm  very  concerned 
about  the  ferocity 
of  tackles  and  this 
feigning  you  get 
from  players  today* 

Finney  an  the  modem  game 


League,"  he  said,  "1  don't  have 
Sky,  but  when  1  do  get  to  those 
matches,  I’m  very  concerned  about 
the  ferocity  of  tackles.  We  had 
players  who  were  real  hard  men  — 
Dave  Mackay.  Tommy  Docherty, 
Jimmy  Secular  —  they  were  hard, 
they  would  take  the  ball,  the  man 
and  everything  else.  There  was 
never  anything  malicious,  and  this 
feigning  that  you  get  from  players 
today  just  would  never  happen." 

The  making  of  a  career,  the 
making  of  men.  conies  and  goes 
with  the  times.  Finneys  father,  to 
whom  he  listened  a  lot  dissuaded 
him  from  signing  on  foil,  six 
shillings  a  week  apprentice  terms 


for  Preston,  even  though  the  boy 
had  made  up  his  mind  at  the  age  of 
seven  that  he  wanted  to  follow  in 
tile  steps  of  Alex  James. 

By  tfie  time  war  came,  Finney 
was  a  qualified  [dumber,  eternally 
to  be  remembered  as  the  Prosron 
Humber.  He  travelled  to  matches 
on  tire  bus  with  supporters  —  the 
common  touch  —  and.  when  the 
Army  took  him  overseas,  he 
turned  adversity  into  opportunity. 

“We  had  a  team.  The  Wander¬ 
ers,  with  marvellous  players  like 
Harry  Clifton.  Mickey  Fenton, 
Bertie  Mee,”  he  said.  “Thar  alone 
was  good  experience,  but  playing 
cat  hard  pitches  in  Egypt,  against 
really  tricky  opponents  who  ran 
around  in  bare  feet  and  in  ban¬ 
dages,  sharpened  up  our  game.” 

His  brother.  Joe.  had  written 
from  Burma  suggesting  that,  if 
they  got  out  of  this  alive,  Tom  the 
Plumber  and  Joe  the  Electrician 
should  go  into  business.  Finney 
Brothers  expanded  quickly  after 
the  war,  and  grew,  despite  Joe’s 
untimely  death  through  cancer  at 
47,  into  a  company  employing  120 
men  with  a  £25  million  turnover. 

Even  today,  Tom  still  goes  in  to 
work,  pricing  quantities  across  a 
range  of  lighting,  electrical, 
plumbing  and  central  heating  and 
acoustic  ceilings.  And  still  the  lure 
of  the  game,  the  fidelity  with 
Preston,  takes  him  to  Deepdale, 
where  his  credibility  is  the  catalyst 
to  rebuilding  the  club  from  the 
decline  where  it  fell  once  Finnqr 
hung  up  his  boots. 

Of  all  the  men  he  played  with, 
none  was  more  decorated  than  Sir 
Stanley  Matthews.  Yet  Finney 
shared  a  room  with  Matthews  on 
England  duty  and,  when  the 
knight  asked  the  commoner  how 
much  he  received  from  his  percent¬ 
age  an  boot  sales.  Matthews  was 
shocked.  "Hell,  that's  more  than 
the  £500  the  Coop  are  paying  me.” 
Matthews  said. 

“f  told  him:  ’Start,  you’re  a 
chump  going  in  for  a  lump  sum.'  ” 
This  from  a  player  earning  £1,000 
a  year  for  being  “Sir  Tom"  of 
Preston,  and,  he  reckons.  £3.000 
per  year  from  his  business  acu¬ 
men.  his  newspaper  column,  his 
boot  and  bail  endorsements. 

"It's  been  a  good  life,  make  no 
mistake,”  Finney  said  in  the  kitch¬ 
en  of  his  bungalow  in  the  Fulwood 
district  of  Preston,  where,  man 
and  boy.  he  has  been  a  legend  for 
most  of  his  lifetime.  He  met  We, 
just  once,  at  a  dinner  party. 


Finney  remained  with  Preston  throughout  his  career.  He  wasregardedasthe  most  complete  forward  of  his  generation 


“There  you  have  the  shining__the  USA." 


States,  told  him  that  he  would  seea 
real  side.  England.  “And  we 
blooming  well  lost,  one-nothing  to 


example  that,  no  matter  what  the 
rewards,  a  man  can  have  dignity 
along  with  everything  else." 
Finney  said.  He  regrets  only  that 
Pele  saw  Finney’s  England  also 
just  once;  the  Brazilian's  father 
had  taken  him  to  the  United 


There  were  grander  nights,  such 
as  Lisbon  in  1950  when  Finney 
scored  four  times  from  the  left 
wing  for  England  against  Portu¬ 
gal.  “I've  always  looked  on  it  that  I 
was  an  ambassador  for  the  sport" 
he  said. 


"You  played  to  the  rules  strictly, 
you  committed  yourself  totally  to 
the  dub  and.  the  game  and,  in  my 
case.  It  keeps  on  giving  things 
bade.  I  fed  very  proud  when  I  lode 
at  the  ground,  to  think  that  I’ve 
had  a  stand  bufit  in  my  name.  It's 
a  lifetime's  ambition,  really.” 

Tom  Finney.  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
OBEand  CBE.  never  had  the  fame 
that  Matthews  enjoyed.  He  has. 


together  with  ja  JSOyear  stable 
marriage,  everything  rise.  “What 
I've  been  grven,"he  raid,  “has  been 
more  than  adequate.” 

And  witii  that,  with  time  press¬ 
ing.  he  had  to  go.  There  were  two 
engagements  requiring -his  atten¬ 
dance:  Age  Concern,  which  has 
'taken  over  a  local  church,  and  for 
which  Tom  assists  with  kcepfit 
exercises  for  the  aged,  and  Space,  a 


Preston  charity  introducing  handi¬ 
capped  children  to  the  pleasures  of 
movement  and  activity. 

"Came  along  and  see,"  Finney 
said.  "You  get  real  pleasure  look¬ 
ing  at  the  faces  cf  those  disabled 
kids  when  thcygo  doiwn  the  slide 
into  a  bed  of  sof&wlls  "The  man, 
die  lifetime,  and  the  moving  balk 
no  wonder  he  doesn’t  need  a 
Porsche. 


Celtic  pin  hopes  on  return  of  golden  boy 


By  Kevin  McCakra 

AT  A  training  session  earlier 
this  week.  Paolo  di  Canio  was 
spotted  breaking  in  a  pair  of 
gold  boots,  and  they  are  likely 
to  be  donned  for  the  match 
with  Aberdeen  at  Pmodrie  this 
evening.  The  choice  of  foot¬ 
wear  may  testify  to  dandyish 
impulses,  but  the  glim  of 
predous  metal  will  also  ap¬ 
peal  to  Celtic  supporters,  who 
have  been  accustomed  to 
dross  of  late. 

Their  dub  lags  14  points 
behind  Rangers  and.  even 
whh  three  games  in  hand,  that 
deficit  is  intimidating.  For  that 
reason,  the  fixture  today  will 
be  a  test  of  Celtic's  morale  os 
much  as  a  survey  of  their 
skills.  In  the  attempt  to  chall¬ 
enge  Rangers,  it  may  be  that 
Tommy  Bums's  team  suffers 
primarily  from  an  insufficient 
number  of  good  players,  but  it 


has  also  been  damaged  by  loss 
of  form. 

Last  season  Celtic  finished 
just  four  points  adrift  of  Rang¬ 
ers  in  the  Bell's  Scottish 
League  premier  division  and 
suffered  a  single  defeat  in  their 
36  matches.  One  almost  ex¬ 
pects  to  hear  a  catch  in  Bums’s 
voice  when  he  recalls  those 
exploits,  so  fondly  does  he 
speak  of  the  burgeoning  opti¬ 
mism  at  that  time. 

It  feds  like  a  distant  memo¬ 
ry  even  if  only  a  few  months 
have  passed.  The  precision  of 
Celtic's  play  in  that  period 
seemed  to  promise  an  even 
more  accomplished  challenge 
this  season.  The  maintenance 
of  progress  was  particularly 
craved,  given  that  Celtic  must 
attempt  to  prevent  Rangers 
from  equalling  their  record  of 
nine  successive  champion¬ 
ships. 

The  ride,  uneasy  with  its 


responsibilities,  has  played 
stiffly  and  the  crowd  has 
responded,  as  h  did  in  the 
strained  1-0  win  over  Dundee 
United  on  Saturday,  with 
irritation.  Bums  daims  that 
the  impatience  of  supporters 
only  places  one  further  barrier 
between  themselves  and  the 
success  that  they  seek. 

The  manager  believes  that 
his  team  must  become  less 
concerned  by  the  aesthetics  of 
victory.  The  players."  Bums 
said,  "have  to  get  away  from 
the  idea  that  they  must  always 
be  pretty  and  pass  the  ball. 
They  need  to  work  their  way 
through  matches  without  dis¬ 
tracting  themselves  fry  think¬ 
ing  that  they  can  play  better. 

Celtic  should,  all  the  same, 
be  easier  on  the  eye  this 
evening.  Di  Canio  returns 
after  suspension,  while  Pierre 
van  Hooijdonk  and  Jackie 
McNamara  are  fit  once  more. 


Andreas  Thom,  however,  is 
doubtful  with  a  back  strain. 
Greater  difficulties  confront 
Aberdeen,  who  lost  34)  away 
to  Kilmarnock  on  Saturday, 
but  they  are  one  of  those  rides 
that  can  look  more  accom¬ 
plished  when  faced  with  a 
higher  calibre  of  opposition. 
Stewart  McKimmie.  their  cap¬ 
tain.  however,  is  suspended. 

Although  Rangers  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  defeat  Raith  Rovers 
at  home  this  afternoon.  Walter 
Smith,  the  manager,  is  still 
peeved  by  the  occasions  when 
his  ride  has  joined  the  public 
in  taking  victory  for  granted. 

Nonetheless. 'Rangers  have 
a  point  more  than  at  the  half¬ 
way  stage  last  season  and 
their  strength  will  grow.  They 
could  so or.  be  able  to  field 
Sebastian  Rozsnral.  the  young 
Chilean  striker,  whom  the 
club  has  agreed  to  buy  from 
LLiiversidad  Catolica  fur  £3 


million.  If  he  is  granted  a 
work  permit.  Rqzcntal  may  be 
able  to  make  his  debut  in  late 
January. 

No  such  red  tape  affects 
Hibernian's  activity  in  the 
transfer  market-  The  Edin¬ 
burgh  club,  who  face  Kilmar¬ 
nock  ar  Easter  Road  this 
afternoon,  have  .bought  Brian 
Grant,  32,  the  experienced 
midfield  player,  from  Aber¬ 
deen  for  £70.000. 

Dundee  United  could  be 
without  Kjell  Olofsson  and 
Erik  Pedersen,  two  of  the 
Scandinavian  signings,  but 
Motherwell,  the  visitors  to 
Tannadice,  are  also  depleted 
by  injury.  Heart  of  Midlothian 
are  out  of  form  and  also 
lacking  Neil  Poinion,  whose 
suspension  puts  him  on  a 
substantial  list  of  absentees. 
They  will  attempt  to  recover 
poise  against  a  buoyant  Dun¬ 
fermline  at  East  End  Park. 


Record  in  sight  for  Ogrizovic 


AFTER  the  focus  on  Peter 
Shilton  during  the  weekend, 
Steve  Ogrizovic,  another  veter¬ 
an  member  of  the  goalkeepers' 
union,  will  reach  his  awn 
special  milestone  with  Coven¬ 
try'  on  Saturday.  Ogrizovic, 
who  will  be  40  next  Septem¬ 
ber,  will  break  the  26-year-old 
dub  appearance  record  of  543 
games  held  by  George  Curtis, 
the  former  captain,  when  he 
plays  in  the  home  FA  Carting  . 
Premiership  match  against 
Middlesbrough. 

It  wiH  be  a  particularly 
remarkable  achievement  as 
Ogrizovic  did  not  play  his  first 
game  for  Coventry  until  a 
month  away  from  his  27th 
birthday,  after  a  E72.000  move 
from  Shrewsbury  Town  in  the 
summer  of  1984. 

Ogrizovic  had  previously 
spent  4b  years  in  the  reserves 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

at  Liviapool  as  understudy, 
mainly  to  Ray  demence,  but 
has  made  up [for  lost  time  since 
his  switch  to  Highfidd  Road. 
The  highlight  of  his  career 
was  the  1987  FA  Cup  Final 
triumph  over  Tottenham 
Hotspur,  when,  ironically; 
Curtis  was  part  of  flic  Coven¬ 
try  management  team  along¬ 
side  John  SilletL 

This  season  Ogrizovic  has 
been  Coventry's  most  consis¬ 
tent  performer,  still  pulling 
oft  outstanding  saves  such  as 
the  one-handed  effort  that  kept 
cut  Alan  Shearer's  downward 
header  in  Coventry's  2-1  suc¬ 
cess  over  Newcastle  United 
last  week. 

Ogrizovic  said:  To  beat 
George  Curtis’s  record  means 
a  tremendous  amount  to  me.  I 
couldn’t  have  envisaged  it 
when  I  first  signed  for  Coven¬ 


try  and  I  will  be  very  proud 
when  it  happens. 

"George  is  a  folk  hero  in 
these  parts  for  what  he  has 
done  far  Coventry.  Not  only 
did  be  play  an  enormous 
number  of  game,  but  he  was 
also  an  inspirational  captain 
and  a  vital  member  of  the 
management  team  when  we 
won  the  FA  Cup." 

More  than  half  of  the  seats 
on  the  new  Football  T/agm* 
board  of  directors  will  be 
contested.  While  the  three 
places  reserved  for  first  divi¬ 
sion  dubs  were  agreed  last 
week— going  to  David  Sheep¬ 
shanks,  of  Ipswich  Town,  lan 
Stott,  of  Oldham  Athletic,  and 
Ron  Noades,  of  Crystal  Palace ' 
—  in  the  lower  divisions  so  fax 
only  John  Bowler,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  Crewe  Alexandra,  can 
be  sure  of  his  place. 
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r>.3Gn  rvntays  in  tracts 
FA  Carting  Prwnereftlp 
■1<  Aim  ’JS la  v  Cnebea 
l2i  *  Newcastle 

:3i  Leedi  v  CovenSY 
r£i  Irrenxni  /  l&aeste 
•S»  fACioo&rouch  j  E  war  on  ..  . 

<6<  Nonreturn  Forest »  Mar  LRd 
t-l  Sfcstf  YrBd  v  Arsenal  15  45) 

7)  Smteftand » Deby  . 

i3i  Tratartf-an  «  Southbmpan  (roar,) 
i9i  VJtmi&jm  j  West  Han  (noon) 
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i.wc=te._  .  18  5  3  3  17  24  21 

3a rti&arri  16  5  5  6  17  26  20 

.".■cSrian  18  4  6  B  16  2S  18 

Wflvxrgsor.  IB  4  4  10  27  33  16 

CMtfy .  _  13  3  7  8  14  24  16 

7/sKSmm  .  18  3  6  9  21  33  15 

Bx^jrr. . 17  2  T  B  16  22  13 

NsreiF  ..  78  2  7  9  15  30  13 

UNJSOND  LEAGUE;  Premier  tirtekxv. 
tczx&jn  Sarto/  v  Banfter  Bn> igcr. 
KWan  Town  v  Loan  Town.  Byth  Spartans 
v  Gdwyn  Bay  v  Knjjwiey:  Em  lev 

■'  FtjsWv  Athwie;  Garawrjugh  v  Seaton 
Hyno  V  BuxKm.  Lancaster  * 
33tmt  Manrtft  v  ChorKy:  Spenriyiirar  v 
Bcftap  AicHsnd:  WUrsn  v  Wnsfevd  Rrat 
<*ww  Aswan  Unfed  «  Congfetav 
Afrerton  Laburnum  rforers.  v  NotherSdd 
Crazan  Aswan  v  RadcSKn  Braough. 
Fars^y  Ce*e  v  aocteLndga  PS  (120); 
Ffo»t  «  CKjfadm  {tt.O).  Gretna  * 
VAstery  Bar/  (1 0),  Harogate  Town  v 
Bradford  Park  Avenue.  Leigh  v 
VKwtangwn.  Uneofo  Unfed  v  VVWteop 
'1V3CJ  MaSo#  Town  v  Eastwood  Town 
Wwifon  vGreai  Harwood. 

FEDSIATIOW  BREWERY  NOHTKEJTO 
LEAGUE;  finfl  division:  Sh**jn  v  YVe-s 
AuckUmd.  Wb'fcy  v  Qucboraugn 


Nationwide  League 

First  division 

HO)  Bradford  v  Srter  Uid 

(III  Grmray  vSa-on 

1 12)  ipSMsn  »  Cr/ifdl  Paiase 

(13)  Man  Ofy  v  Pan  Vale 

1141  Oldham  v  Birrmr^aT-  n  C‘ 

M  Si  ■  P3te.-n>3uCi .  Swmcon  .  . 
(16)  OPR  v  Nor***  I  noon) 

1 1 7}  Reaecrg  v  V/es!  Qrvn.v-r+i 
(181  Sc*.'tvT£j'/i v  Chaffsn  (noam 

(19;  S.'oii«r  v  . 

*20)  Tranmere  v  H-jddtrsfea 

(21)  WoJvert’am^Tsn  /  Ortcrti  U:3 
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24  5  10  3  24  41 
34  S  S  11  32  33 
23  5  7  V.  25  42 


GILBERT  LEAGUE  OP  WALES:  Barra 
Ct?/  vCcma&sBay'  Banyvlfflef  Catte-Toi 
til  3CI  ttamwinen  Town  v  Bmo*  Fwry, 
Ccmah'iCu* .  L'Ararffiratd- 
V  General.  F fed  Town  v  Hotywoe  (1 0J. 
Newman  ,  CacrnK:  Porthmadog  v 
Caemartor.  Rrt/1  v  Cc«wy.  tV*£>sria  v 
Abcrysiw/tr: 

ESSEX  SENIOR  LEAGUE  Premor  d* 
visorc  Sa^don  U  »  Bffwors.  HiAtrtSgo 
Sfiots  v  Concord.  SawOndgwram  v 
Sbftstod-  Southend  Manor  v  Ova; 
Wtivenn-J 

WMSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  First 
dvistOn:  9ccFenham  v  Cray  (11 X], 
Chatfham  v  Croctentss  Frr/cn&sr-  v  Deal 
(11.Q).  Ftsrwsa  <  Lardsaowi  >1231 
Ramsgate  »  roAoslone  Mwcta  i  H  Oj 


Second  division 

'22) "  BiacKpod  v  Burnley 

iZ3i  Boumermum 

v  Bruroi  fisvers  ir-aon. 

(24)  Bnsroi  City  ■>  SfiMwsbwy  iw 
(25 1  Eury  v  Crewe 
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SCREWF1X  DJfflsCT  LEAGUE:  FTartw 
efivraorr  Bnste<  UOncr  Farm  i 
Uangololiod:  Bac*vwj«  v  Brrjrftfvi 
3arnstapio  v  Bidoiora.  Bridpai* 
v  Bndgwa^r  Cane  v  Oirppen- 
tarn.  ‘Weabyr/  v  Odd  De*rt.  Tiwsrtm 
vEifnetC. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE:  ft«w*w(t:3tf(  Teem  •  Dea 
!»Z'3)  Frtiwtowo  P  and  T  t  Woodtmdw 
lii.Oi  GorfesaonvCreatranTBamiil.C' 
HadtognU  v  ■sSJwnaiVBt  ?i  i.Cn  Hafelftri 
t  r<ptroo  til  Qj.  HjrwWi  anti  PartarSon  v 
SacKn  (11.0),  Sohare  v  NmiirrartrtS 
117  Oj.  Sudbur/  iVamleiCTS  v  Suftuy 
Tcuvn  Rea  :11  Oj:  'AaKcn  ■*  Fjwmtiar 
<1 1 0)  'AVjKdi  d  fdtaef.  ;1 1 0),  WronTsjm 
v  Lswesrort  1 1 1 S) 
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BANKS’S  3REMERV  LEAGUE;  Premier 
cfcnworr  “oa -  v  Cmn  nes. 

Car,«sr  i  Vii.-Ki’A.usr  Lufi- 

v  Town  .  £r«nnv  t-,,j| 

■  1  riHSJcC  «'  Hs;  cr-  S  VVafal  v 

S«r.vo  5  >  f.'v.nrr.  T 


BelTs  ScotUsh  League 
Premier  tfiwswn 

(40)  Aoeideen  v  Ccftic  f?  45-  .  .  .. 

'41|  Dundee  Lffd  v  UoDenoa.' 

(Ci  Duntenrtinav  Heats  . 

(43)  Hibernian  v  KUmarroc* . 

(44)  Rangers  tf  Rarth  -  ..  . 

first  division 

.45]  East  Fite  v  Sr  hfaren  >20) _ 

)Wi  Greenoi*  Ntertsn  v Oyddsark  .... 

(47)  Patck  v  D'«J»  _ _  .. 

1 43 1  St  Johnocaie  V  Fa-dirt- . 

Second  division 

(43)  Ayr  v  Hamfion  .  . . 

(—)  Dimbarton  v  Snanraer 
Thud  division 

i— j  Atoon  i  Fcrtar  . 

|  Artroath  v  Boss  Ccctsv 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Premier  di¬ 
vision;  Ashlow  v  Sittrgboums  ill. OS 
Burton  v  Gresicy  ill  Mj:  GoucosSer  v 
awiortam  Grsjrsand  and  Nortfitect  , 
Ctvwn-tordill  Mi'HjBifeiWnvW’cises- 
tor  Cay  Halt  mgs  v  CrsvKey;  KSrg  s  Lym  v 
Canbrtdqe  Dfy  Merttyr  v  Newport  AFC 
(1C0»:  fiunedWn  v  iI20. 

Calsaftory  v  Cor shfl-jer  Sudbury  : 
BailaeM  Mkflsnd  dMsian:  Si-fen  t 
Sfutridga  Grantham  v  Cabv  (»1  30'. 
I'Jiestan  i  HncWov  Tom.  Rants  v 
Panwjll  III 301:  Reddttcti  v  E'.tsnam 
tIZQi.  Sheoshed  Dynarxt  v  Tarvolti 
>11.01.  SoAvjO  Boroqgh  v  Mocr  Omen 
i  12.0 1  SaJtonJ  v  0 xArri  To*n  SuBon 
CoUtidd  v  Paget  Aartgars  (i  s  rt)  VS 
Ffejgby  v  Sedwortti  f12Ji  Southern 
division  Basrtey  v  Havant.  Erm  and 
5d<akrs  v  Canfonl  HZQt  Famfiam  v 
iVjprtocjrtie  Ccie*a  Groan  v  Cindartad: 
Wargam  v  Sr  Leonads:  Tonbiidge  v 
Fbhor  Trowbrtdga  v  WUrwy;  Weslon- 
.  C3w«S*i  ilt  301. 
moijfi  v  NoapoT  (SoW)  12.15*.  T m  v 
Caencsssr  !l  f  .JOi 

EfttKajBGH  INSURANCE  NBOLAMO 
COMBINATION.  Pmstar  cBvnhm 
(11501  Coxmtrj  Sphm  j  Massr/  ?»- 
nuwn.  Handrahan  TWjors  v  EWston 
Cc*Tmmir(  Co ftaoB  vfcjpmte  v  »ngs 
Heath,  hnbade  »  Cct ewre  Mbs  Ka  « 
BoWwi  &  ffcWnond  Suffis  *  SWey 
SaAham  v  ttomhmnh.  ShxAey  0M  v 
ANedum  Vfcae^baram  v  Itarxmv 
Was  Pi*dland  Fie  Sendee  v  M  'Jayd 


CIS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMaon  Ayles¬ 
bury  v  Hendon  (1 1  0 i  Boretuun  Wood  v 
Banop's  Stortwfl  112.30).  Brentey  v 
Culrfich  [noon).  Carshatton  v  SuBon 
Unfed  (noon).  Dagenham  and  Red  v 
Heybndge.  Grays  v  Purfloef 
Hanow  v  ErfieW.  Hlvlvn  v  Si  Albans 
fl20t.  Wngstonian  v  Chertsey  (110), 
aeresv  Yeatfingfll  301.  Yoow v Qrfard 
City  first  drawn:  Baangstofe  v  Alder- 
shot  Town  BerWumsiad  v  Banon 
FbvefS  Camay  tsiana  v  Bfiancay:  Croy- 
dsn  v  Whytefcaate.  Mjdennaad  Unfed  v 
Hampton:  UartowrvLhfandge:  Moiesey  v 
WaSan  and  Hersham.  Thame  vAbingaan 
Tmn:  Ulrtfunctiam  v  Chreham;  Worirfeg 
v  Bognor  Re^s.  Second  drvoiorr 
Bansiead  v  Horsham. 

Seated  T  v  Uightei  Tom. 

Hwigelard.  cruftev  Si  Paw  v  H 
Henp5tead.  Cotier  Row  and  Rambtd  v 
Ware  DoNng  v  Lsathertwad.  VVTndsor 
and  EScc  'i  feghwir  Wvenhoe  v  Wtiiam 
Thud  dhnsion:  Aveiey  y  Clapton:  East 
Thurrock  v  Bralra*.  hertlatl  v  Harlow: 
Lews  V  Epsom  and  EsreO.  Timg  v 
Sotshah.  Wfettstoro  v  tisnhwood.  wm- 
gott  and  Fnchtey^ v  Wngsbuty 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE) 
firs  dhrfeon:  Blackpod  Rowers  v 
Damon  Burscough  v  Bootle; 
Chaddenor  v  Apvartan  CoBones, 
CltiMoa  v  Rossmtea  Eastwood  H  v 
Newasfia  Town  (I  C8,  Gtossop  North 
End  v  Salted.  Ktdsgrcvn  V  Nftnbnch 
(1209:  PBiWh  w  HeSiflf  OU  B OyS  (£1^: 
s  Hetea  v  Mono  Read,  iratted  v 
Itesiey.  VoBfail  G  M  v  Plraoot  Cables 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  Feet  dL 
Vteon:  Lyirwqtai  v  Btadoenhurs  (1 1 3«: 
Andover  v  WhSchurth  (JlJO).  BAT  v 
Tenon  {1133):  Benwrton  Heath  v 
Downron  (12  Oy.  Chrtstchmch  v  Ramsey 
ML®  faaftainh v ftBooncteas  [llgr. 
Pcdsmomh  RN  v  Gosport  lit®;  Ryda 
Sprat:  v  Eas  Cowes.  tiMcham  v 
RctarJevd  Wintexm  Town  v  Bourne- 
TWUftttltol 

UHtSPORT  UM7ED  COUNTSS  LEA- 
CUE;  Framer  dwiaiaa:  Boston  -v 
Hcibcacfr.  Buna  V  spateng:  lano 
Buckby  v  Ford  Spats:  MSactatone  ¥ 
Stented.  M  Spencer  vCogenhoe:  Pcton 
V  Stottow-  St  Necc  V  tynestowy.  S  and  L 
*-«rtsy  « T>rebore 
Newport  Pagnol.' 


LWUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE 
Ffest  division  {11J};  Aranda!  v  Pagham, 
^sJbtMTH  Tram  v  Ungney  Sports; 
{^W*»uYBwgMs  fS:  Horsham 
YMG*  v  VHdc  PSiyrwr  v  Hefeham; 
SaWasn  v  PtmhMn  and  Tatsoonte; 
Seksey  v  PtrtfiaW.  SouHmtck  v 
Shorentm;  Thraa  Brtdges  v  Oakawod.- 
Whfehawk  v  M9a  Oak. 

KTEPLWKEXPRESS  ALLIANCE  (11.0: 
gaxwich  Town  v  Pase»  v;  Bndoxjrth  v 
Stfnat  T; ;  Orasarawn  v  Botenere  Si  M. 
Hnaasy  AMetto  v  BanaeB.  Krypenfey  Vv 
gocasar,  Ocifaury  U  v  Hakaown  H, 
MotT.v  Stratford  T;  Rushd  O  v 
Btakemaa,  StapsnMI  v  W  Mid  Pafca; 
WBenhaavfeSwM.  rvmm' 

gMW«?i.WtBj.iSieUB  Premier 
rawakm:  Ards  v  CSOonvefa:  Ousadars  v 

gar,  sss.  u^asss 


- P»k  (1250). 

Abandoned:  Ayr,  Newton  Abbot: 
vwncanton 


RUGBY  UNH3N 
Qub  matches 

OSS'** . - . 

saJRsssssa’L-.---- 

.KttsovSeBdricB^i 

MehosevGafa  £2.®  ... . ;  _ ™ 

NQtthanpten  v  Sorting  County  am 

— 

v  Ifedfey  rang*a4nted  (2.3Q) 
WCaiaLNewceBtevNoffiam. 

RUGSY LEAGUE 
C3ub  matches 

B®ss»*= 

Wipao  v  St  Helena  CLQ)  ~” 

POStPONHh  Vtertdcgtwi  vCcrida 

OTHER  SPORT 
ICE  HOCKEY:  Supedei 


RACING 

Comroemaiy 

Call  0891 S00 123 

Results 

Call  0891 100 123 


football 

Reports  and  scores  from 
the  FA  Caring  freiniersfaip 

Can  0839  555  562 

Report  aod  scores  from 
Ac  Nationwide  Lesgoe 

CaU  0839  555  512 


Cafls cost:  BTTO891)  456  per  rain 
~  rate.  50p  per  unn  at  all 

mes.  Mercuir  40839)  49p 
per  mm  at  all  tones 


Other 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  26 1996 


SPORT  25 


BOXING  DAY  GUIDE  TO  THE  PREMIERSHIP 


:TonyAdaitts 
snspece^yu.--'  - 


t  those  rihsyriR  ' 

'  T?; 


.  can3teowi»  " 
a,'^pag,butfar  Gareth. 
me  England  and 
der.  his  troublesome 
ankle  has  proved^jl'  godsend.  While  his 
team-mates  iafr&Sfoesr  Christmas  pod' 

*  «£terilay,  5  jiJafT  Cfcdsea  this  aftemobn, 
lain  tfflpotrow ,  and  visit  Arsenal-  on 

g--* —  - •  .niM.nl  •  • 

arouna  m 


^rariier  moreeito&i  cfinies*  where  heiras 
freest  sent  assist his  recuperation.  Twe 


BLACKBURN  ROVERS 


1 


;<CTte» 


.1  ■ 


toogoeda 

smceri^y.  RK 

■A  . . .  ••••-'••: 

»3TON_ 

__  to  Mtddles- 
,'for,.ihe  game  today. 
Day  oefe- 
,-^soc  brief.  fWi  aL 
w  Scfototers,**  Joe  Royle 
time  Tttin  retraoTiber  having 
r Chrishnas  T^  wfaen  I  was 
__  sp.jbtjftaK djbgr way;"  Royies 
team  were  in  for' training  tn  the  aternoon 
— v  off  4o- their  hotel 

had  drinks  on 
held  a  party 
PB 


Tony  Paries  seems  to  have  got 
a.  taste  for  this  management, 
business.  Not  content  with 
meeting  the  media  at  four 
matches  over  Christmas,  he  invited  Fleet 
Street's  finest  Tar  a  press  «Joferencr —  on 
Christmas  Day.  Jean,  the  cook,  had  even 
prepared  sane  special  ounce  pies.  Yes,  it 
Was  business  as.  usual  for  Blackburn 
yesterday.  "We  will  be  here,  even  if  you  lor 
arenV*  Rarkes  said.  A  risitfrom  Newcastle 
United  on  Borins  Day  tends  to  have  that 

DM 


CHELSEA 


Some  years  ago,  Chelsea  used  a 
well-known  amateur  Interna- 
ltkmal  winger  who  was  paid, 
unoffirially,  £20agame— then 
the  amount  of  the  maximum  wage.  That 
meant  that  at  Christmas  and  Easter,  when 
three  games  regularly  took- place,  the 
amateur  pocketed  three  times  as  much  as 
the  professionak.  Chelsea’s  three  Italian 
players  have  not  been  home  yet.  for  the 
festivities.  Vlalli’S  recovery  from  injury  will 
leave  Gullit  with  an  embarrassment  of 
riches  for  the  match  at  Villa  Park.  BG 


COVENTRY  CITY 


Not  much  Christinas  cheer  for 
Coventry's  players  yesterday. 
The  lads  just  about  had  time 
for  the  ritual  opening  of 
presents  before  it  was  off  to  the  training 
ground,  a  vigorous  clearing  of  lungs  and 

then  a  coach  trip  north  for  an  overnight  stay 

in  a  hotel.  Leeds  United  away,  this 
afternoon,  is  hardly  the  most  festive  Boxing 
Day  fixrure.  At  least  Graham  Hover,  the 
Gty  secretary,  was  still  able  to  play  happy 
familes.  “Fortunately,  it’s  not  compulsory 
for  secretaries  to  travel  ”  he  gloated.  RK 


LEEDS  UNITED 


Leeds  may  be  al  home  this 
aftemoon  but.  even  ■so.  the 
players'  time  with'  their  fam¬ 
ilies  yesterday  was  curtailed. 
The  players  bad  hatch  ar  home,  but  then 
trained  at  tea-time  and  spent  last  night  in  a 
hotel  —  although  there  were  no  reports  of 
games  of  Scrabble  or  carpet  bowls  to 
occupy  the  evening,  as  In  the  days  of  Don 
Revie.  Stiff,  they  had  had  a  long  weekend, 
wifoMcind^tmtobdpwiththeshofqjiiig. 
The  players*  Christmas  lunch  had  "been 
:  held  last  week.  PB 


LEICESTER  CITY 


C 


In  Sweden.  Father  Christmas 
I  arrives  a  day  earlier  than  in 
England.  Thus,  Pontus 
Kaamark  made  a  quick  trip 
back  to  his  home  in  Gothenburg  two  days 
ago.  returning  in  time  for  a  second  meeting 
with  Santa  Claus  yesterday.  This  way  I  get 
two  lots  of  presents,"  he  joked.  Kaamark. 
who  made  his  first  starting  appearance  far 
13  months  last  Saturday,  will  miss  one 
Swedish  tradition.  -While  you  have  your 
Queen’s  Speech  on  Christinas  Day,  we 
always  watch  car  tom  is."  RH 


LIVERPOOL 


,:wyaaj 


w 


Horror  of  horrors,  the 
legendary  players'  Christmas 
party  has  bren  postponed  until 
ihe  new  year  because  of  the 
sheer  pressure  of  fixtures.  So  no  bizarre 
sights  around  Liverpool  dty  centre  as  the 
entire  team  goes  on  a  pub  crawl  in  fancy 
dress.  No  Robbie  Fowler  as  Elvis,  Peter 
Beardsley  as  Quasimodo  (it's  true!),  no  John 
tomes  as  a  member  of  the  Khi  KIux  Kian. 
Liverpool  have  the  heaviest  programme  of 
all  the  top  teams,  and  they  will  not  get  a  day 
off  over  the  whole  festive  period.  DM 


MIDDLESBROUGH 


af  fc&st  •  SYSMTOA .  Bryan  Robson  has  ordered  his 

entire  squad  to  stay  away  from 
the  dub  tmtQ  lundtfiine  today 
-  .  ... .  when’  they-  are.  scheduled  to 
?^T^-y-4?coi^gn!gate  before  tiunr  borne  'date  with 
.  Evertim.  Robson,  whp  damraf  injury  and 

.  hari  ^  ^^;  "  iBness  to  23  players  forced  him  to  call  off 
.^ete  ‘‘J^?“tife  ganw  gainst  Blackburn  last  Saturday, 
mow  ■  -  has  experienced  the  sort  of  results  sequence 
for ffie disabled  foal  would .  have  had  many  managers 

.j&ttf  foe  Red  “  '  ' 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED 


NOTTINGHAM  FOREST 


ids  •—  and  visits  to 
tbatne.  PB 


:  fofthar  P45s  and  many  observ- 
ers  are  already  wondering  if  he  is  losing  his 
moorings  at  foe  Riverside. '  ■  LT 


Christmas  is  a  dangerous  time 
of  year  for  Faustino  Asprilla. 
TWo  years  ago  he  was  arrested 
for  firearms  offences  after  cele¬ 
brating  the  festivities  a  tittle  too  eagerly. 
Understandable,  then,  that  Kerin  Keegan  is 
reluctant  to  allow  Asprilla  to  visit  Bogota 
tins  year,  even  though  the  player  is  injured. 
Spare  a  thought  for  Tino,  though:  last 
Christmas  he  enjoyed  the  mini-break  that 
Serie  A  allowed.  Now  he  is  clasped  in  the 
ky  grip  of  a  North  East  winter.  “I  hope  I  get 
my  first  snowy  Christmas."  be  said.  DM 


Christmas  is  not  a  time  of 
goodwill  at  the  City  Ground 
this  year.  Rarest  entertain 
Manchester  United  this  after¬ 
noon  and  the  backdrop  is  of  more  squab- 
Wmg  among  the  rival  consortiums  bidding 
to  win  control  of  the  dub.  Lawrie  Lewis  has 
split  with  Irving  Scholar  and  Phil  Soar  to 
put  together  an  individual  package,  receiv¬ 
ing  criticism  from  the  group  led  by  Sandy 
Anderson.  The  answer  is  simple.  Lock  them 
aH  m  a  room  with  Stuart  Pearce  and  let  him 
bang  a  few  heads  together.  RH 


Irwffl  be  tondy  fois  Christinas, 
j  a£  foe  old.  Mud  sofsg  went,  arid . 

^  t^.oertfon^xcHild  be  foe' case' 

^  far  Benito  Carbone:'  He  is  still  V 


SOUTHAMPTON 


HOW  THEY  Sf  AND 


IJhefafondigtimgm  a  stark  '  •  -  V  j  i'.  L^JverpboK. 

L- :  j  '•  *"  ,J-  -  '  -  -  *  ■  -  •*  J  .'  -c-S.  Arsenal 


....  teiierided  an 

fiiiS'bvfo’to  fifc  recent  signing 
fcazforate,  as  tang  ,  as  he  tarings  ' 
libbse  fine.  wines  from '  Italy, 

DM 


i£:  3  Wimbledon 
4Aston  Wla 


S  Manchester  Utd 

B  Newcastle - ...  18 

-  - Tff 


-P-Pts 
19  38 
18  35 
18  34 
18  33 
ia  31 


Last  five 


SUNDERLAND 


.Peter'  '.^Rcid  •’  is -  proposing  /: 

{•  dtangjss  fbr  foe  meeting  wffo 
:  Derf»y  CbuinQr :  Rokari*iearkr  i.  -1* 

■' today ^ ^ni' the  aftmnafli  of  foe  . 


;  thuted  •  dduitiered;  Rod's  tactics  by 

V;.:t  ’i,L: ?i:4-  r-4*'.  •’Krr-.te ' ,u^ag: Gary  Neville  Hist  to  mark 

jGracy.  and  Ihen  AIbc  Rae.  SunderJand’S 


WLWWD-  : 
WWWDL 
DWWWL 
WWWWW 
DWDDW 
DLDLD  •  - 
^•-.-.~4VLDWD,  . 

+1'  -  DUXW  .'- 

-1  •  v  D0W30 
0  •  LLWDD  ..r* 

-3  ' .  dwdu;.--^ 
*5^::wwd£»  "  :• 
-7. LLWDL-. 
DWLWL  ‘  ; 
-  ODLDL  • 
•  ttuw 
Laww  *.  r  , 
'  DLLDL.  ■  . 
DDWOL  - 
"OLDLW  • 


Dryden  has  joined  the  South¬ 
ampton  injury  list,  but  a  first 
Premiership  away  win  and  the 
return  of  Le  Ussier  would  be 
welcome  presents  for  Graeme  Sou  ness, 
whose  own  Santa  act  for  Saints  supporters, 
hinted  at  cm  Saturday,  could  be  the  signing 
of  “an  international  midfield  player". 
Todays  noon  kick-off  meant  Christinas 
night  in  a  London  hotel  for  the  Southamp¬ 
ton  players,  but  they  had  the  consolation  of 
family  festivities  at  a  party  an  Sunday  for 
the  children  of  all  dub  staff.  NS 


TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 


-  Sunderland’S  ;  •.  ...  ^  -p  -v  ."  •  v -i 

as  thus  negated  /  ,, 

s  follow  suit  it  •'  .  ••  •  .j- '' *.  ■ 

.  One  definitely  -v- • 

-  A.o: •  •  v  innovative  Roikex  player.  Midiad Bridges,  •  .  ’ *- < lea  •• 

\ 2..^.%.^nu9rMPellMtanrgBoinQF^- •'  •  • 

"•  ’  -I  i'.  ;  v  .•  •  ■*'  ; 

r  .  --  f  ■«  Y-:*  •  V  •• im  m'  ’  ,  •  •’  e  • .  •  .'v  ,  %.  .  .  .  '  ’  .  . 


No  long  trek  for  Tottenham 
today,  with  Southampton  the 
visitors  to  White  Hart  Lane, 
but  Gerry  Francis  stiff  put  his 
players  through  their  paces  for  a  couple  of 
hours  yesterday.  They  also  did  the  rounds 
al  four  north  London  hospitals.  This  year 
they  posed  for  a  novel  dub  Christinas  card, 
nattily  dad  d/aihe  cover  of  The  Beatles’  Sgt 
Pfepper  album.  Teddy  Sheringham  dressed 
as  John  Lennon.  Rud  Fax  played  Captain 
Hook  and  Darren  Anderton  donned  a 
Superman  outfit  RK 


WEST  HAM  UNITED 


k Alttougb  training  yesterday 
*  for  foe  noon  visit  to  Wimbledon 
today,  the  Hammers  have,  as 
usual,  been  donning  fancy 
dress  'for  visits  to  local  schools  and 
hospitals.  But  their  feme  has  spread;  they 
reiumed  on  Monday  from  a  special 
Omstinas  coadiing  ctink  lor  kids  up  the 
A12  at'Shenfidd  only  to  get  a  request  for  a 
.similar  venture  ...  from  Cornwall,  file 
Dumitrescu,  meanwhile,  looks  likely  to  get 
his  Christmas  wish  —  a  transfer  to  America 
Ciudad,  in  Mexico.  KP 


WIMBLEDON 


The  SO  termination  of  a  19- 
match  unbeaten  run.  which 
prompted  a  long  talk  in  the 
Villa  Park  dressing-room,  was, 
according  to  Joe  Kinnear,  a  mere  blip.  “I’m 
not  going  to  over-react,"  he  said.  “The  Crick 
is  to  bounce  bade.”  The  home  match  with 
West  Ham  will  bean  early  opportunity,  for 
which  the  players  trained  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing.  “It  gives  you  a  bit  of  room  for  the  old 
Christinas  pud  to  go  down,”  Robbie  Earle 
said,  “but  football  is  what  we  get  paid  for 
and  we  know  we  have  to  do  a  job."  NS 


+-i-. 


Reports:  Brian  Gtarrvffle,  Paler  Bafl.  RusseS  Kempson,  Richard  Hobson,  Louise  Taytor,  Nick  SZczepaniK, 
Keith  Pflco.  David  Maddock.  Statistics:  Jufian  Dcwboroogh 


ASTON  VHJLAv 
.  CHELSEA 

TiatoTSLsoidcnt': 
^0-YEARUBCORDe  M,  — .  ~,’1-Q.2r2m  3rL 


-  _  .  :  .  HOWTHET UNE  UP  *-  ‘ 

ASTON  VRXA  ffronll:  Bosnich.  Oates',  - 

Staunton,  Biogu,  Tovtnsend,  Draper;  Taytor,  Ybrke,  Wfosavta, 
Joadam,  Johrwon,TlW.)Curcic. 

CHELSEA  ftom}':  GnxJa^  Htebcock,  Cotaari.  Fetr^^FtfafaiT. 
Johnson,  Sinclair,  date,  Leboeul.  Gtenent,  Myers^ ButaK  **«?, : 
Newton.  DUbetry,  DLMaBeo.Zote,  Wchofls;  GUBt,  Hughes. 


BLACKBURN  ROVERS  v 
7 '  NEWCASTLE  UNITED 

-  .  TtCKETS:  said  cut  '  - 

10-yEAR RECCWD:  p.  — .  — .  «>.  0-1.it,  —.1-0, 1-0, 2-1. 


BLACKBURN 
GeSacher, 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

taien,  Kehrta,  Hendry,- 


Le  S eno, 
i,  Flowers. 


LSWI  (frorn): 

,  Sherwood,  Bottnen,  WScooc McKirtay,  S 
Marfaer,  Ctonts.  Cfoft,  Gudmundsson,  FHtcrpft,  Duff;  Broomes. 

, NEWCASTLE .  {from}:'.  .Smicek,  .VVateon,':  Effiott.  Peacock.  Albert, 
lao^  Gfespe,.  ■Oftioia,..  Bearcteiey,  Shearer,  Ferdinand,  Histop, 
Barton,  Brayson, 


\!^V 


LEEDS  UNITH)  v 
COVENTRY  CITY 

TICKETS:  aeets  avalabie 


10-YEAfl  RECORD:  — ,  — .  — .  — .  2-0. 2-0, 2-2,  1-0, 20, 3-1 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

LEEDS  (hom Y.  Martyn,  KeBy,  Palmer,  Beesiey.  Radebe,  HaUe. 
Sharpe,  Wallace,  Ford,  Batt/et,  Rush,  Deane,  Yeboeh,  W&heraH, 
Hate,  KeweH,  Jackson,  Cotcens.  Beeney. 

CX3VENTRY  (from):  Ognzovlc.  Te«er,  Daish,  Dublin,  Shaw. 
Wffliams.  Richardson,  McAWsier,  Salato,  Whelan,  HuckerOy.  Jess. 
Borrows,  Botand,  Genaux,  FBan. 


TICKETS:  sold  out 
10-YEAR  RECORD:  4-3.  — .  — .  — ,  — , 


-.2-0.- 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

LIVERPOOL  ffrom):  Jamas,  Babb.  Bjtvnebye,  Wright,  Ruddock, 
McAleer.  McManaman,  CoSymore,  Fowler,  Barnes,  Pranas, 
Matteo.  Warner.  Begs'.  Kennedy.  L  Jones. 

LEICESTER  (from):  Keller,  Grayson,  Watts,  Pnor,  Kaamark, 
Marshall,  fezet,  Lennon,  Pater,  Claridge,  Taylor,  Heskey. 
Campbell,  WSson,  Poole,  Lawrence,  Lewis. 


m 


Mfijbi^SBROUGBv 

EVERTON;-: 


.  dckEtsiscW 
10-YEAR  RECORD:—; 


IfOWTHEYtaffiliP’;-: 

«fiO£ES8ROUQH 

Emarabn;  ■Ravan^jc^Cabpb^^to^V 
Juttoho.  Wctete.  Fterrtog,fa*mcre,  Swptoab^-.?.;. 


NOTTINGHAM  FOREST*  V  i 

•  ■'  »t*  ryrew  iwiWbK  \i 


MANCHESTER  UNITED 

'TICKETS:  add  be) 

10-YEAR  RE£to^t-1,pO,2d,  4JDL  1-t.  1.-0,  <«.  — .  1-1. 1-1 


rrED"  L 


.  HOW  THEY  UNE  UP  . 

iNonirtSHAM  FOREST  (ttomk  Oosstey.LytJJa.  Pearce.  Cooper. 
Vftenrttc,  PhiBipG,'  Hadaad,  vMnt  ABen.  Sawders,  Howe. 
•CampbeH,  Ctoogl^  Jerkaa  Chettte,  GemriO.  Pettis.  Boy. 


MANCHESTER -;UMTED.  _ _ _ 

SchoEBS,  ;Caadf^-..  Sdskjaei;  Gtep, 
•'Beddwx’P  Nw,  McCfar,  Robor^,  Cofa,  Thomley.  Van^r 


i:  SchnwfcheL  G  Nevffle.  May, 


SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY  v 
.  ARSENAL 

TICKETS:  setts  avafebte. 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-1, 3-3, 2-1. 1-0.  — .  1-1, 1-0.  0-1.  3-1, 1-0. 


-  HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY  (from):  Pressman.  Nolan,  Nicd, 
Atherton,  Wafter,.  Sletanovic,  Pembridge,  WWIingham.  Hyde. 
Carbone,  Booth,  Ffrst,  Blinker,  Clarke,  Oakes.  Trustfufl,  Fum- 
frfireys,  Dorraldsoh,  Linighaa 

ARSENAL 1pam)\  LuWc.  McGcwan,  Keown,  Adams,  Bould,  Dixon, 
Winterburn,  Marshall.  Garde,-  Mersori,  Platt,  Bergkamp,  Wright, 
Hatson,  Shaw,  Morrow,  Parlour,  Bartram,  Rose.- 


.EADING  SCORERS 


mt  (Bouthtonptpnte.  ’At  •  V 

_ „J^-(Mahcfcestar^m  / 


tan  Wright  {AtoanaQ 

tel ftSSoffewneN  (MdJaafedUflN , 
«  «b^ww  Urnaator 


CHAfvlPIONSHiP  BETTING 


v. 


;a  hotskirv 

TicakETS:  mabtAmStii:  ■  • 


SUNDERLAND  v 

DERBY 

TICKETS:  seals  available 


IT 


10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-Z  — .  .  1-2. 1-1. 1-0. 1-0. 1-1,  W>. 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

SUNDERLAND  (from):  Perez.  HaH  Kubicki,  MeMde.  Ord,  KeBy. 
Ban.  BracaweB,  Raa.  Gray.  Russell.  Agnew,  Stewart.  Aston. 
Bridges,  Preeee. 

DSIBY  COUNTY  (from):  HouB,  Rowetl,  McGrath,  Stimac, 
Lauraen,  Flynn,  Asarrovic,  D  Pwiefl,  C  Rowefl,  Ward,  Slunidge, 
DaiBy .  Gabblacfini,  Wfflems.  Taylor,  Carstey,  Yates,  Carboa 


si-i,  IA  m  .  - 


\irrv  - :  =•;/ 

;  TOIMlMftF  HOiBPUft  V^v;<^-  Cairii»afi.-Fcnt 
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WIMBLEDON  v 
WEST HAM 

TTCKETS:  seats  abatable 


,  T0-Y6AR  RECORD:  0-1. 11. 0-1,  -;G-;2-p,  — .  1-2. 14),  0-1. 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

WIMBLEDON  (from):  Suffiwan,  Cunrdngham.  Blackwefl^  Party, 
Wmble, 1  Artfley.  Earle,  Jones,  Fear,-  Hokteworth.  Leontrirdsen, 
Gnyfe,  Ekoku,  McAStete.  Htarlwd,  Murphy. 

WEST  HAM.  (from);  Nfikbsto.  Dicks.  WiKamson,  Potfsi  Bishop. 
Ffcpar,  ftefoaoiu,-  Rowtend,  Brown,-  Monajr.iBowen,  Hughes, 
.  Lampard,  Bffic.  Porftoo.  Newell.  S^atey.  OflWitmyrti,  Hodges. 


WHEN  TO  WATCH  ON  TELEVISION 


TL30piit:  Footbafl  preview  Skyl  ■ 

’  Soanes  and  results 

Footbafl  Special  Sky  1 
~  ~  Wednesday  v  Amend  (Bw) 

6pnc  Euo  S6  -  When  foolbafl  tame  hone  B8C2 


r.  ^'W-  Ym 


V 


26  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  .26  1996 


Old  and  smelly  but  worth  a  small  fortune  Feeling  festive 


BRYANT’S 


EYE 


air  bubbles,  pronarion  plugs  —  been 
there,  worn  that.  The  best  pair  of 
running  shoes,  the  nearest  thing  to 
perfection  with  laces,  was  always 
going  id  be  the  next  pair  that  I 
bought  I  scoured  foreign  magazines 
in  search  of  fresh,  mouthwatering 
models,  and  even  managed  to  get  my 
feet  into  some  unlikely  prototypes 
that  never  went  into  production. 

It  would  be  for  too  painful  to  try  to 
calculate  what  this  addiction  has  cost 
me  over  the  years.  Even  a  spell  of 
coaching  the  barefoot  runner.  Zola 
Budd,  Ruled  to  cure  me  of  my 
compulsion  to  buy  and  my  belief  in 
the  magic  powers  of  the  cobbler,  Zola 
may  not  have  needed  the  benefit  of 
shoes  to  run  like  a  dream,  but  I 
certainly  did. 

My  shoes,  laced  into  my  life,  exist 
stfii,  some  like  silent  slagheaps  on 


Anyone  who  found  a  bright 
new  pair  of  the  latest  sports 
shoes  among  their  Christmas 
presents  yesterday  should  think  twice 
before  chucking  that  old  pair  in  the 
bin.  They  could  be  throwing  away  a 

fortune. 

Amazingly,  there  are  people  out 
there  who  will  pay  good  money  for 
those  crusty,  old,  worn-down,  second¬ 
hand  trainers  —  the  older  and  rarer 
the  better.  There  is  a  flourishing 
international  market  in  them,  with 
the  highest  prices  being  paid  in 
Japan,  where  the  height  of  fashion 
among  the  young  is  to  be  seen  in 
classic  sports  shoes  of  the  past 
I  was  alerted  to  my  potential  good 
fortune  by  an  advertisement  in  the 
American  edition  of  Runner's  World 
that  said:  "Wanted:  vintage  running 
shoes.  Up  to  $1,000  cash  paid." 

I  couldn't  believe  it.  Cash  paid  for 
old  running  shoes?  Was  it  possible 
that  long-term  compulsive  exercisers 
like  me  could  be  living  with  uncov¬ 
ered  riches  boxed  away  in  the  loft? 

fferhaps  I  should  first  make  a 
confession.  I  am  rhe  Lmelda  Marcos 
of  the  training  shoe.  1  reckon  to  have 
the  biggest  collection  of  used  running 
shoes  in  private  hands.  For  years,  if 
there  was  a  new  model  on  the 
market,  1  was  first  in  line  to  buy  it. 
For  a  while.  I  was  even  given  free 
shoes  by  some  of  the  manufacturers, 
which  swelled  my  collection  no  end. 

I  would  go  anywhere  and  try  on 
anything  in  search  of  the  perfect 
running  shoe.  Waffles,  studs,  spikes. 


Bryant,  the  Lmelda  Marcos  of  running  shoes,  poses  with  his  impressive,  and  stOl  growing,  collection  of  second-hand  trainers 


view  around  my  home,  others  hidden 
away  in  vast  cardboard  boxes.  Many 
caked  with  mud  and  down  at  heel,  a 
few,  bought  in  haste,  hardly  touched. 

1  can  never  throw  any  of  them 
away.  They  bring  back  too  many 
memories  —happy  and  painful. They 
are  a  testament  to  countless  nights 
and  days  lost  pounding  parks  and 
tracks  in  search  of  the  perfect  run.  die 
perfect  race,  in  the  perfect  pair  of 
shoes. 

Now,  however,  prices  of  second¬ 
hand  sports  shoes  have  never  been 
higher,  especially  in  Tokyo  and  Paris, 
where  teenagers  are  snapping  up 
recycled  Reeboks.  Adidas,  Puma. 
Converse  and.  especially,  Nike  shoes 
in  record  numbers. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  the  craze  is 
said  to  be  the  shoes  worn  by  Tom 
Hanks's  character  in  Forrest  Gump . 
Nike  shoes  from  around  1970,  like 
those  he  wears  in  the  film,  now  have 


a  street  value  of  between  $200  and 
$300.  If  you  have  old  Nikes  of  this  or 
any  other  era  squirrelled  away,  you 
could  be  in  the  money,  because  Nike 
has  now  joined  that  exclusive  dub  of 
brand  names  that  the  Japanese  find 
irresistible. 


Many  working  Japanese  in 
their  late  teens  and  twen¬ 
ties  have  high  incomes  but 
still  live  with  their  parents.  They  have 
plenty  of  money  to  spend  on  designer 
luxuries  and  sales  of  Nikes  (old  and 
new)  are  booming.  Sales  of  the  brand 
increased  more  than  40  per  cent  there 
last  year  to  $300  million,  making 
Japan  the  company's  second  largest 
market,  after  the  United  States. 

While  the  young  snap  up  vintage 
shoes  to  wear  as  a  cult  fashion  item, 
paying  typically  $1,000  for  a  pair  of 
Nike  Air  Max  Yellows,  their  parents 
are  buying  them  as  antiques  to  be  put 


on  display  in  their  home.  In  die 
United  States,  a  sub-culture  of  deal¬ 
ers  and  buyers,  advertising  in  maga¬ 
zines  and  an  the  Internet,  has  sprung 
up  to  cater  for  the  market  in  what 
they  term  "retro-sneaker  fetishism". 

“We  want  your  used  athleticshoes. 
The  older  the  better,”  pleads  Second 
Chance  Sports,  of  New  Hampshire. 
"I  collect  Nike,  Reeboks  and  Asics 
shoes,"  Curt  Crane,  of  Pittsburgh, 
announces  on  the  Internet  “I  don’t 
care  what  size,  age  or  shape  they  are 
in.  Let  me  know  what  you  have  and 
111  make  you  an  offer  on  it” 

Mike  St  Laurent  is  a  shoe  lover 
who  both  trades  and  collects  vintage 
trainers.  “Any  old  or  bizarre-style 
running  shoes  are  being  bought  up 
for  more  than  die  original  selling 
price,"  he  said.  "Waffle  trainers. 
Tailwinds,  Elites.  Oregon  Waffles, 
Internationalists  . . .  some  sell  in  the 
hundreds  of  dollars.  Most  shoes  I  run 


across  only  fetch  around  50  bucks, 
but  thars  better  than  being  left  in  a 
doset  to  rot." 

St  Laurent,  who  used  to  work  for 
Nike,  New  Balance  and  Saucony. 
talks  enthusiastically  of  parties  of 
Japanese  businessmen  who  fly  into 
Seattle  to  buy  up  used  trainers  in 
bulk,  and  of  weekly  auctions  of  rare 
vintages  that  are  conducted  on  the 
Internet 

But  not  everything  is  for  sale.  Like 
any  hue  collector.  St  Laurent  is  loath 
to  part  with  his  own  treasured 
archive,  whatever  the  price.  I  know 
the  feeling.  My  own  beaten-up  collec¬ 
tion  is  full  of  footprints  of  the  past, 
and  it  is  painful  to  think  of  selling 
them  on  to  strange  new  feet.  I  fear  the 
collection  will  continue  to  grow. 

And,  of  course,  I  had  this  great  new 
pair  of  Asics  for  Christmas . . .. 

John  Bryant 


Tjiry  TVimrati  has  too  much  tirne  to  spare 
for, eating  and  sleeping  on  board  Concert 


I  had  always  known,  that 
Christmas  this  year 
-would  be  different:  but  I 


'  waai't  oLanzimg  oh  it  being 
this'  different 

>  We  are  now  six  days,  into 
\qur  “£fe  without  a  mast” 
and-under  motor  aboard  the 
BT  Gfobai  Challenge  yacht; 

.  Concert,  and  have  got  quite 

-  used  tb  our  new  routine  in 
~  tfteSouihern  Ocean  en  route 

for  Wellington.  The  pace  of 

-  life  is  very  different  now  that 
.  we  are  no  longer  racing.  At 

.  the  most.  only,  two  people 
.are  needed  on  the  deck  at 
.  any  one  time,  so  watch  tiroes 
have  been  cut  in  half  and  we 
have  a  lot  more  spare  time. 
In  fect  we  now  have  so 
!  much  spare  time  that  in¬ 
stead  of  being  in  a  perma¬ 
nent  !.  state  of  sleep 
.  deprivation,  we  are  now  all 
grossly  overslept  —  it’s  quite 
difficult  to  -  get  out  of  the 
habit  ,of  going  to  bed  at 
every  possibl  c  opportunity. 

•  -  Christmas  has  _ 

certainly  .not 

.  missed  us  out  in  *Wc* 

the  depths  of  ffie 
Southern  Ocean..  OI  th 

•  The  bpat  is  ptafr. 

.  tered  .in  Christ-  OUT 

-  mas  decorations 

and  an  inflatable  u«.yi 

Santa  is  more  sifivp 

likely1  to  be  .  ■  . 

found  at  the 
helm  than  anyone  else.  We 
are  also  doing  our  best  to 
continue  the  Christmas  tra¬ 
dition of  overeating — meal- 
tunes  are;  a  highlight  being 
.  one  of  the  few  fixed  points  in 
the  day.  Previously  we  had 
the  exake  that  we  were 
burning  up  calories  keeping 
warm  afnd  exerrising.  We 

-  are  now  above  50  degrees 
south,  it's  not  cold  and  we’re 
certainly  not  exercising  as 
modi  as  we  were.  However, 
this  doesn’t  seem  to  stop  us 
eating  huge  portions,  and 
enjoying  them. 

Our  latest  fuelling  rendez¬ 
vous,  '  tiffs  time  with 
Courtaulds  International, 
provided  another  excuse  to 
indulge  in  gluttony.  As  well 
as  jerry  cans  full  offueL  they 
sent  us  enough  chocolate  to 
keep  us  going  until  Febru- 


*We*re  out 
of  the  race 
but  we’re 
having  an 
adventure’ 


aiy  —  not  that  we  intend 
being  out  here  that  long. 

As  a  crew,  we  have  had 
our  highs  and  lows.  The 
lowest  point  was  when,  in 
order  to  meet  up  with  Time 
and  Tide  for  more  fuel,  we 
had  to  motor  several  hours 
in  the  wrong  direction. 

Thai  was  a  bit  much  and  a 
tough  test  for  even  the  most 

sunny-natured  crew  mem¬ 
ber.  However,  ail  that  was 
forgotten  as  they  came  in 
sight  to  remind  us  again  that 
.  we  are  definitely  not  alone 
out  here.  The  response  of  the 
other  crews  and  messagesof 
support  have  been  quite 
overwhelming  and  definite¬ 
ly  contribute  to  making  this 
a  memorable  adventure. 

-After  all,  we  may,  tempo¬ 
rarily  be  out  of  the  race,  but 
we  are  certainly  still  having 
an  advqpture  and  undergo¬ 
ing  more  of  a  challenge  than 
we  had  ever  anticipated. 

Christmas  Day  at  home 

_ _  starts  almost  as  1 

write  this.  With 
E  OUt  Hide  else  to  occu¬ 

py  ourselves,  we 
race  plan  at  least  a  37- 

,  hour  Christmas 

/e  re  Day  to  cover 

o.  British  and  New  - 

[g  an  Zealand  time. 

iIiim*  Our  target  is  to 

ltulc  reach  the  chart 

that  includes 
New  Zealand  by  the  end  of 
Christmas  (we  have  about 
half  an  inch  to  go.  or 
approximately  70  miles).  We 
will  then  have  less  than  900 
miles  to  go  to  the  Chatham 

Islands. 

Christmas  lunch  is 
planned  —  salt  pork  and 
Christmas  pudding  with  the 
last  of  our  custard  supplies 
stashed  away  in  readiness. 

Finally,  we  have  our 
Christmas  carol  tape  played 
through  the  deck  speakers. 
They  have  only  just  been 
allowed  out  of  the  bag  (not 
for  us  the  interminable 
build-up  for  Christmas  be¬ 
ginning  in  September),  and 
can  have  no  better  setting 
than  a  moonlit  night  in  the 
middle  of  one  of  the  last 
truly  isolated  places  .  on 
earth. 


RUGBY  UNION:  ADVENT  OF  PROFESSIONAL  GAME  HAS  HELPED  TO  KILL  OFF  TRADITIONAL  BOXING  DAY  FIXTURES 


De  Glanville 
fit  to  lead 
Bath  at  Sale 

PHIL  de  Glanville.  the  Bath 
and  England  captain,  returns 
from  injury  to  lead  his  dub  in 
their  Courage  Clubs  Champ¬ 
ionship  match  away  to  Sale 
on  Sunday.  De  Glanville,  who 
replaces  Matt  Perry  in  the 
centre,  has  recovered  from  the 
thigh  strain  that  prevented 
him  from  playing  in  the 
international  against  Argenti¬ 
na  earlier  this  month  as  wdl 
as  in  Bath's  Pflkinglon  Cup 
defeat  uf  London  Irish  last 
weekend. 

Moseley,  the  second  divi¬ 
sion  side,  could  escape  pun¬ 
ishment  for  fielding  an 
unregistered  player  in  their 
defeat  away  to  Bedford  last 
month.  Moseley  thought  that 
they  would  have  two  points 
deducted  when  they  discov¬ 
ered  that  Andy  Frcke,  their 
lock,  was  still  registered  with 
Wood  rush,  his  first  dub,  but 
English  Professional  Rugby 
Union  Clubs  (Epruc).  which 
organises  the  league,  has  now 
told  Moseley  they  h  does  not 
intend  to  punish  them  for  a 
what  appears  to  be  genuine 
mistake. 


Welsh  mourning  the  loss  of  Christmas  past 


THIS  is  what  might  be  called 
a  decision-making  day:  even  a 
mould-breaking  one.  Should  i 
embark  towards  Abergavenny 
and  take  to  the  hills  near  by? 
Ysgyiyd  Fawr.  or  “the  holy 
mountain"  as  some  call  it,  is 
approachable.  Legend  has  it 
that  the  deft  in  its  ridge  was 
created  by  Noah's  Ark.  or 
later,  by  the  strange  forces  that 
were  said  to  have  been  un¬ 
leashed  at  the  time  of  the 
Crucifixion.  The  spoilsports 
prefer  to  believe  that  it  was 
caused  by  a  massive  landslip. 
The  wind  will  be  keen  up  there 
but  the  views  of  the  Welsh 
Marches  are  far  from 
ordinary- 

Fferhaps  I  should  venture 
further  afield  and  aim  for 
Machynlleth,  where,  nor  far 
from  PJynlimon  Mountain,  a 
viewpoint  has  been  erected  m 
memory  of  Wynford  Vaughan 
Thomas,  the  broadcaster.  The 
panoramic  view  from  the 
moorland  across  the  pyfi 
Valley  and  southern  Snowdo¬ 
nia  was  one  of  his  favourite 
spots.  When  the  air  is  dear,  it 
is  easy  to  see  why  he  loved  the 
softly  majestic  scene. 

On  the  cither  hand,  the  coast 
of  Pembrokeshire  beckons. 
There  Is  much  to  see.  Friends, 


SNOOKER 


Resignations  leave 
WPBSA  in  turmoil 


THE  struggle  to  control 
snooker  was  further  confused 
this  week  when  Jimmy  Cham* 
berrs  and  Terry  Griffiths  re¬ 
signed  from  the  board  of  the 
the  World  Professional  Bil¬ 
liards  and  Snooker  Associ¬ 
ation  (WPBSA),  the  game's 
governing  body. 

Chambers.  39.  a  Walsall 
snooker  club  owner,  had  not 
been  due  to  stand  for  re- 
election  for  another  year.  Hav¬ 
ing  taken  his  seat  only  12 
months  ago.  In  a  brief  state¬ 
ment,  however,  he  said:  "Pve 
been  concerned  for  some  time 
with  the  direction  being  taken 
by  the  present  board  and 
because  of  this  I  felt  I  had  no 
option  but  to  resign." 

The  decisions,  effective  from 
January  23,  will  be  welcomed 
by  opponents  of  the  WPBSA. 
especially  Ian  Doyle,  a  leading 


critic  Last  week  Doyle  called 
for  the  whole  board  to  resign 
and  he  wifi  see  this  latest  move 
as  undermining  the  power- 
base  of  Geolf  Fouids.  who  took 
over  from  John  Spencer  as 
chairman  uF  the  WPBSA  three 
weeks  ago. 

The  resignation  of  Griffiths, 
a  former  world  champion,  as  a 
director  will  become  effective 
from  January  24.  Consequent¬ 
ly.  there  will  be  two  vacancies 
to  be  filled  when  the  sport's 
annual  meeting  is  reconvened 
early  in  the  new  year.  The 
original  annual  meeting  was 
adjourned  in  Bristol  last 
Thursday  when  lawyers  act¬ 
ing  for  Doyte  discovered  that 
the  meeting  had  been  improp¬ 
erly  convened.  Bill  Oliver  and 
Sindhu  Pulsirivong,  retiring 
directors,  wifi  be  attempting  to 
be  re-elected. 


though,  may  choose  to  play 
golf.  Never  before  on  this  day 
has  such  a  choice  to  be  made. 
For  strange  reasons  —  primar¬ 
ily  the  overriding  importance 
of  league  success  —  there  is  no 
rugby  today. 

This  is  new-.  There  may  have 
been  decisions  to  be  made  in 
the  past,  but  only  in  so  far  as 
which  rugby  dub  to  visit: 
which  fixture  was  the  most 
appealing. 

Today,  no  invading  host 
from  Poniypridd  will  travel 
along  rhe  Taff  to  prove  a 
provincial  point  against  the 
fancy-dans  of  Cardiff: 
Maes  teg  will  not  come  down 
the  Uynfi  Valley  to  settle  old 
scares  with  their  player-pinch- 
ing  neighbours.  Bridgend;  nor 
wul  rivalries  be  inflamed  as 
They  used  to  be  when 
Aberavon  played  Neath. 
Clubs  did  not  mind  travelling 
provided  that  the  boundaries 
they  crossed  were  only  local 
ones.  And  the  season's  good¬ 
will  was  not  universally 
guaranteed. 

It  was  no  different  else¬ 
where.  Gala  played  Melrose, 
Redrurh  went  to  Camborne. 
Bath  might  play  Clifton.  Cov¬ 
entry  against  Moseley.  This 
was  all  pretty  straightforward. 


BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA!  Mew 
Tav  82  Aaarrta  7B-  Grtancto  ffl  demand 
BA.  Mnnostna  107  UW  SB.  CTicaga  113 
New  Jerceji  8V  Hausnn  re  MtefcAn  21 
Sar  Ammo  n  Siam  W  Pnoertr,  105 
Denver  112.  Potfand  Sa  Washtngtar  ICfi 
Saaarruyiq  10C  LA  Ctcpera  G8 
BU0WBSER  LEAGUE.  Chester  37 
Lace-Jer  82.  Bimmshan  82  Wotrrg  n 

CRICKET 

PORT  ELIZABETH:  Tagr  mate*:  Indiar* 
233  13  Ganguly  97.  V  Afttn  71  5 
TercJu^ai  S2>  and  130-2  (V  Raffsta  64,  P 
DrirtJ  50  not  oun  EflSSwn  Rrwro;  322-t 
dec  IK  Was  Ms  103  n«  <jd.  P  Atnm  Slj 
PArcn  drawn 

FOOTBALL 

AVON  INSURANCE  OOnONATlOft  first 
Wi’PbkKisn  ?  Chasm  i. 
PGNTTNS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE  Promae 
Anion:  Mractesn*  UM  2  Derby  2 
Ponton  Cup:  Group  trar.  f  A*Khe:fflf  C 1 
Tiavnero  0-  S-Q>e  2  Wrrafjr:  2  Group 
Nate  Co  1  leor-Jcr  0 
FA  YOUTH  CUP-.  Second  round  lapfayr 
Graveani  and  NoiWtaa  2  Enftaa  0 
SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  FA  Ptmmm 
League  Under-19  Trophy:  Laneasfve  2 
Ybrtshfce  0  tar.  1  fjtooteoi  0  FA 
Premier  League  Under- 18  Trophy-  Kent  3 
SwrayS.  inner  Lander?  i  2  London 

Ufldar-IS  Cup:  Kerr  0  Sorray  ft.  Tnai 
London  3  Narfc*  C  English  Kntwtoi 
Uddw-14  Cup;  Kent  3  Surrey  Z  tans 
London  b.Norroft  o.  St  Ctemeri  Dona 
Trophy-  Kcrt  a.  M£dtasa  1 
WELSH  FA  WOMENS  CUP:  Querterflnri 
dr*»r.  Sarsjsa  Cty  *  Gemm.  flair/  Team 
v  Nc*w  iiibwckiBo  Eryi  * 


GERALD  DAVIES 


Rugby  Union 
Commentary 


the  pattern  dear.  There  was 
one  oddity.  Watsonians.  for 
some  obscure  reason,  inexpli¬ 
cably  thought  it  worth  their 
while  to  come  from  Scotland  to 
play  Newport  and  Cardiff 
over  this  festive  period.  It  was 
not  the  advent  of  a  formal 
league  structure  that  put  paid 
to  this  fixture  but  rather  the 
likely  loss  of  revenue. 

The  match  was  forever  in 
danger  of  being  cancelled 
because  of  the  frost  The 
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derision,  with  pitch  inspec¬ 
tions  and  agonised  debates, 
was  always  presented  as  a 
hard  one  to  calL  The 
Watsonians  had  arrived;  a 
financial  guarantee  had  been 
made.  The  treasurer’s  need  to 
balance  die  books  had  to  be 
weighed  against  the  players’ 
safety.  Even  in  those  amateur 
days,  tius  was  no  contest  The 
bottom  line  mattered. 

Players  will  not  clench  their 
teeth  nor  wfl]  applause  thun¬ 
der  from  the  terraces  this 
afternoon.  The  scoreboard 
will  remain  idle,  the  voices  of 
excitable  schoolboys,  glowing 
with  yesterday's  gifts,  will  be 
stiff.  There  will  be  no  cheers 
and  handshaking. 

There  will  be  no  sound  of 
teacups  or  the  tinkle  of  glasses 
in  the  Carwyn  James  room  in 
Stradey  Park  while  at  Cardiff 
Athletic  Club  the  framed  por¬ 
traits  on  the  wall  of  noted  dub 
men.  Blcddyn  Williams,  Wilf 
WooDer.  the  late  Les  Spence 
and  the  rest,  will  look  down 
upon  a  tidy  uncluttered  bar 
room,  and  an  unknown  si¬ 
lence.  They,  in  their  playing 
time,  will  always  have  known 
a  Boxing  Day  fixture,  as.  until 
today,  everyone  else  did.  The 
day*  rhythms  have  altered. 
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And  there  wflj  be  no  need  to 
prompt  the  singing  of  Christ¬ 
mas  carols  as  the  old  scally¬ 
wag,  the  late  Stan  Bowes,  did. 
Blue  and  black  to  his  Cardiff 
core,  the  former  irascible  prop 
forward  paraded  the  touchline 
and  stimulated  the  crowd  to 
join  in.  The  spirit  was  jocular 
and  infectious.  The  match 
mattered,  but  not  too  much  — 
at  least,  not  until  the  whistle 
blew. 

To  appreciate  the  full  fla¬ 
vour  of  a  Boxing  Day  game, 
nowhere  proved  better  than  at 
Llanelli.  London  Welsh  were 
the  visitors.  The  crowd  was 
packed  to  bursting:  no  extra 
shilling  could  get  you  in.  The 
match  brought  everyone  to¬ 
gether  from  far  and  wide,  but 
the  game  itself  was  hardly  the 
main  point  It  was  the  occa¬ 
sion  for  the  recycling  of  old 
and  familiar  tales. 

"WeL  shwd  i  ti  ’slawer 
dydd"  would  be  the  hale- 
fell  ow  greeting  that  would 
solicit  a  dozen  anecdotes  in  the 
language  that  feels  more  at 
home  in  this  dub  than  any 
other  and  with  which  the 
expatriates  could  grow  famil¬ 
iar  once  more.  It  was  a 
homecoming  of  sorts;  the 
gathering  of  the  tribes. 


Students  and  doctors  would 
be  there,  teachers  and  law¬ 
yers,  too:  those  who  had. 
founded  their  business  on 
land  in  London,  and  all  these 
others  who  preferred,  to  be 
discreet  and  not  to  give  too 
much  away  about  what  they 
were  up  to  in  “the  smoke”, 
gathered  for  gossip  and  an 
annual-  dose  of  nostalgia. 
Much  like  the  Middlesex  Sev¬ 
ens,  it  was  a  pilgrimage.  If  the 
Twickenham  event  has  seen 
better  days,  S  traders  moment 
has  vanished  already  into 
golden  memory. 

What  was  important  the 
renewipg  of  ties  and  friend¬ 
ship,  remains  important  but 
it  can  no  longer  be  accommo¬ 
dated  in  the  same  way.  Rugby 
is  more  serious  and  realistic 
nowadays.  It  is  the  fascination 
with  the  struggle  that  matters; 
the  spoils  of  battle  that  count 

Players,  after  all.  who  are 
asked  to  perform  after  the 
somnolent  day  before,  may 
not  have  seen  the  funny  side  of 
Boxing  Day  rugby  in  the  way 
the  cigar-puffing  crowd  al¬ 
ways  did.  Sa  in  these  sterner 
times,  we  have  to  Jet  go  of 
some  of  the  fun.  "Which  is 
another  sympton  of  a  chang¬ 
ing  sport 


BASKETBAO. 

Jordan’s  bullish  form 
sustains  winning  run 

MICHAEL  JORDAN  and  for  the  Bucks,  the  winners  of 
Scoitie  Pippen  combined  for  five  of  their  past  seven  outings. 
20  points  in  a  second-quarter  Hakeem  Olajuwon  scored  37 
run  os  Chicago  Bulls  rebound-  points  for  Houston, 
ed  from  a  15-point  first-quar-  At  Minnesota.  Stephen 
ter  deficit  to  trounce  New  Marbury,  the  rookie,  scored  a 
Jersey  Nets  113-81.  Jordan  season-high  33  points  as  Min- 
finished  with  24  points  and  nesota  Timber-wolves  brought 
Pippen  20  for  Chicago,  who  down  Utah  Jazz,  107-98.  Terry 
have  won  seven  straight  Porter  added  20  points  for  the 
games.  Timberwolves,  who  have  beax- 

KendaB  Gill  and  Kerry  en  the  powerful  Western  Con- 
Kinies,  scored  19  points  apiece  fertnee  teams,  Los  Angeles 
for  the  Nets,  who  have  lost  six  and  Utah,  consecutively  after 
of  their  past  seven  games.  losing  three  in  a  raw.  Minne- 
In  Houston,  Sherman  sota  became  the  firs:  team  in 
Douglas  scored  right  of  his  19  13  games  to  reach  100  points 

points  in  the  first  quarter  as  -against  Utah. 

Milwaukee  Bucks  took  rhe  In  New  York.  Patrick  Ewins 

lead  midway- through  the  j*r-  scored  12  of  his  17  poms  in  the 
iod  and  never  trailed,  handing  second  half  as  New  York 
Houston  Rockets  their  fourth  Knid^useciaW)  run  tobreak 
straight  defeat.  81-76.  a  tie  and  go  on  to  win-  their 

Vin  Baker  scored  17  points  third  straight  game,  82-76  wer 
and  Ray  Allen  added  16  points  the  Atlanta  Hawks. 


SAILING 


New  mast 
may  slow 
German  bid 

THE  German  maxi,  Morning 
Glory,  was  back  in  contention 
in  the  Sydney  to  Hobart 
ocean  racing  classic  after  crew 
members  toiled  to  fit  a  re¬ 
placement  mast  They  had  the 
II  Oft  carbon  fibre  spar  in  place 
less  than  11  hours  after  it  was 
airlifted  from  Auckland  to 
Sydney  and  taken  on  a  crane- 
equipped  barge  to  a  barbour- 
side  rigger's  yard. 

The  previous  mast  snapped 
high  up  during  the  80ft 
sloop's  first  training  run  for 
the  630-mfle  race,  which  is 
due  to  start  with  a  field  of 
around  95  today. 

Asked  if  be  would  be  able  to 
push  Morning  Glory  to  the 
limit  with  tire  replacement 
mast  if  conditions  got  tough. 
Baity  McKay,  the  skipper, 
said:  “No,  probably  not  We'll 
be  backing  off  a  tittle  earlier 
than  normal,  I  guess." 

Morning  Glory  is  second 
favourite  for  tine  honours 
behind  the  speedy  Australian 
maxi, .  Brindobella.  The 
Hong  Kong-based  yacht.  Ex- 
de,  is  also  expected  to  do  weff. 

Race  leaders  should  sail 
into  Hobart  before  dawn  on 
Sunday.  To  break  the  21-year- 
old  race  record,  the  winner 
will  have  to  arrive  in  less  than 
2  days  I4hr  36m  in  56sec. 

.  A  whale-spotter  aircraft  will 
overfly  the  route  to  help 
.yachts  to  avoid  collisions. 
"The  accidents  can  seriously 
damage  boats  and  Injure  or 
kill  the  whales  involved." 
Gerard  Early,  an  acting  direc- 


[oWi'ilr.m rwyiutr-  ! 


Australian  governm 
cy-  said.  “Collisio 
whales  occur  when  tl 
.are  surprised  by  faj 
vessels  which  are  mi 
noise  than  the  sur 
water." 

□  Yves  Pariier.  t 
french  sailor,  tint] 
Fremande,  Westers 
Ife.  on  Tuesday  on  hi 
yacht  Aquitainelnn 
after  a  collision 
iceberg  during  the 
Globe  race.  He  was : 
good  spirits,  but  at 
the  collision  in  fire 
Gceam  19  days  ago  h; 
him  out  of  the  singli 
round-the-world  ci 
whkfa  he  was  the  1 
Parser’s  rudders,  da 
and  sails  were  dama 
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Simon  Barnes  continues  a  review  by  Times  writers  of  1996’s  sporting  highlights 


The  fourth  part  of  the 
Douglas  Adams  Hitch- 
Hiker  trilogy.  So  Long. 
And  Thanks. For  AU  The  • 
Fish-  includes  a  character  called 
Wonko  the  Sane.  Woriko’s  house,  is 
inside  out:  the  external  wails  bear 
pictures  and  bookshelves,  the  in¬ 
side  contains  guttering,  a  garden 
path,  a  couple  of  small  trees. 

"Here,"  Wonko  the  Sane  said, 
“we  are  outside  the  Asylum."  He 
pointed  again  at  the  rough  bride-  . 


had  originally  entered,  “and  you 
go  into  the.  Asylum.  I've  tried  to 
decorate  it  nicely  to  keep,  the 
inmates  Trappy.  but .  there’s  very  ^ 
little  Dne  can  do.  Inever.  gom.foere 
naw.'ntysetf."  •  ‘  ■  i. ' . 

Locked  up  inside  the  vastness  of 
the  Earth,  the  world  is  mad; 
outside  it  all  in  his  own  little; 
abode,  the  hermit  is  sane. 

Atlanta  was  a  madhouse,  all 
right  The  Olympic  Games 
organising  committee  deyeiiy  pre¬ 
tended  that  the  complaints  were 
simply  a  few  “whining  foreign 
journalists",  but  it  was  foe 
competitions  who  really  suffered 
from  appalling  transport,  dreadful 
accommodation  —  even  worse 
food. 

The  bomb,  which  killed  one  : 
person,  injured  dozens  and 
shocked  millions,  added  a  far 
deeper  layer  of  insanity  to  the  mad 
city.  And  death  stalked  the  streets 
and  handed  carte  blanche  to  the 
swaggering  redneck  security  men. 
who  were  as  inefficient  as  they 
were  obstreperous  and  xenopho¬ 
bic.  It  was  a  city  of  bad  vibes. 

And  me?  1  had  a  lovely  time,  ' 
thanks  very  much.  Because,  every 
day  for  a  week.  I  managed  to  get 
outside  the  Asylum.  I  found  a 
place  in  Atlanta  where  you  could  ' 
escape  from  the  woeful  organis¬ 
ation,  the  morbid  self-righteous¬ 
ness  and  the  neurotic  resentfol- 
ness  that  oppressed  everyone  who 
had  anything  to  do  with  the 
Olympic  Games. 

Where  was  this  enchanted  spot 
this  sacred  place?  It  was  inside  the  - 
stadiums,  the  gym  halls,  arenas 
and  the  courts.  It  was  to  be  found 
at  every  point  where  foe  Atlanta 
organising  committee  handed  ■ 


Johnson,  wearing  Ms  golden  shoes,  breaks  the  tape  in  the 200  metres  In  Atlanta,  setting  a  record  time  that  stunned  the  world.  Photograph:  Mike  Blake 


over  to  the  international  sports 
federations.  It  came  at  the  moment 
when  the  infrastructure  could  fade 
into  foe  place  where  it  should  have 
been  aO  along:  the  background. 
And  we  could  at  last  turn  our 
minds  to  something  that  had  got 
completely  lost  inside  the  Asylum. 

Sport.  Competition.  The  best 
against  the  best  against  the  best 
Sneer,  undiluted,  absolutely  won¬ 
derful  bloody  sport.  Perhaps  the 
madness  in  the  streets  even  helped 
a  little;  focused  our  minds  on  the 
haid  light  of  sporting  sanity: 


Sport  may  seem  tike  a  kind  of 
madness  in  itself,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  people  inside  the  Asylum 
who  thought  that  Wonko  the  Sane 
was  mad.  Compared  with  the 
world,  or  with  the  madness  of  the 
Atlanta  streets,  sport  brings  only 
the  fresh  air  of  sanity. , 

Now  I  could  name  any  .  day  of 
foe  post-bomb  Games  as  my  high- 
spot  of  the  year:  for  my  whole  week 
was  a  series  of  Himalayan  peaks, 
a  family  of  giants,  beads  lost  in  the 
clouds  of  memory.  It  takes  a 
cartographer  of  peculiar  raeticu- 


Iousness  to  establish  which  of 
those  peaks  is  Everest 

The  week  began  with  Donovan 
Bailey  winning  foe  100  metres;  as 
ever,  foe  event  of  events.  Then 
came  Alexei  Neraov  making  gym¬ 
nastics  history  with  his  piked 
somersault  somewhere  up  in  the 
stratosphere  above  foe  high  bar. 
Then  Andrei  Chemeridh,  and  his 
strutting  beer-bellied  victory  in  the 
super-heavyweight  weightlifting. 

Then  —  same  determination, 
same  defiance  of  gravity,  slightly 
different  shape  —  came  foe  great 


Fu  Mingxta,  winning  her  second 
diving  gold  medal.  And  so  back  to 
foe  athletics  stadium  on  Thursday 
night. 

Perhaps  you  saw  it  on  television. 
Television  can  certainly  mix  emo¬ 
tion  and  character  and  bring  it  to 
you  rich  and  strong,  but  it  cannot 
help  but  dilute  foe  physical  impact 
of  what  it  sees.  Television  cannot 
tell  you  how  cold  and  slippery  is 
the  skating  rink,  how  the  earth 
trembles  at  foe  passage  of  a 
Formula  One  motor  car.  how  the 
geometry  of  football  really  works. 


And  it  cannot  make  you  feel  how 
testa  man  can  run.  It  can  only  tell 
you  the  time,  pedantically  ticking 
away  at  the  bottom  of  the  screen, 
and  then  bring  you  foe  elations 
and  despairs.  It  cannot  bring  that 
sense  of  shattered  disbelief  that 
comes  when  the  limits  of  foe 
human  frame  are  redefined  before, 
our  eyes. 

I  shall  not  forget  seeing  Michael 
Johnson  run  into  the  straight  in 
the  200  metres.  I  believe  at  that 
moment  that  he  was  running 
faster  than  any  man  had  ever  run 


‘At  that  moment 
he  was  running 
faster  than  any 
man  has  ever 
run  before’ 


before.  It  was  ...  well,  really 
raiher  shocking,  actually. 

“I  knew  coming  off  foe  curve  — 
you  can  always  tell  coming  off  the 
curve  to  the  straightaway  —  I 
knew  that  I  was  running  faster 
than  I  had  ever  run  in  my  life."  Or 
any  one  rise,  for  that  matter  in  his 
golden  shoes,  with  his  Groucho 
Marx  knees-down  strut. 

The  clock  told  us  that  this  was  a 
world  record,  a  Beamonesque  leap 
into  the  athletic  impassible,  hut  foe 
information,  19.32  seconds  and  all 
that,  was  unnecessary,  otiose, 
irrelevant.  We  knew;  we  had  seen 
it-  The  number  would  become 
important,  all  in  good  time-,  but  we 
were  still  looking  at  the 
scorchmarks  in  the  air. 

And  all  around  me,  hacks 
were  on  their  feet,  not  to 
see  foe  time,  but  because 
sitting  down  was  emo¬ 
tionally  impossible.  And  every 
cynical,  deadline-oppressed,  sulky, 
homesick  weary  one  of  us  was 
grinning  like  a  ninny  and  mutter¬ 
ing  awed  obscenities.  We  all  stood 
about,  smirking  and  effing  and 
blinding  at  each  other  in  a 
collective  trance  of  wander  in  a 
city  of  madness,  a  Damascus  Road 
moment  of  blinding  sanity. 

Sport  at  the  very,  very  highest 
level  can  do  that;  and  scarcely 
anyone  is  immune.  Sport  has  quite 
extraordinary  power.  And  I  had 
lived  that  Damascus  Road  mo¬ 
ment  every  day  of  that  extraordi¬ 
nary  week.  Every  day.  i  had  been 
privileged  to  make  a  brief  journey 
outside  the  Asylum. 

1  finished  my  week  of  glories 
with  the  voluptuous  beauties  of 
dressage,  and  for  foe  sixth  time 
that  week  I  knew  perfection.  The 
best  against  the  best  against  the 
best:  that  is  what  the  best  — 
indeed,  the  only  real  part  —  of  the 
Olympic  Games  is  about  Sport  is 
a  mad  world.  But  may  1  quote, 
without  giving  offence,  the  beauti¬ 
ful  line  from  foe  Prayer  Book? 
God,  “whose  service  is  perfect 
freedom". 

Sport  Whose  madness  is  perfect 
sanity. 


TOMORROW 


The  day  a  six-stroke  lead 
disappeared  at  the  Masters 


Test  your  knowledge  with  the  Jumbo  Sports  Crossword 


THE  TIMES  presents  the  tradi¬ 
tional  festive  challenge  of  die 
Jumbo  Sports  Crossword  to  test 
3«o  nr  knowledge  over  the  holiday 
period  —  with  a  Methuselah  of 
Moet  &  Chandon  champagne  to 
the  winner  and  six  runners-up  to 
receive  copies  of  the  sports  book  of 
foeycar. 

The  sender  of  foe  first  correct 
entry  drawn  will  rceriye  £250 
worth  of  champagne  while  Dark 
Trade  —  lost  In  Baring,  a 
journey  through  the  shadowy 
world  of  the  fight  game,  by 


Donald  McRae,  goes  to  tire  next 
six  correct  entries. 

Compiled  after  five  years  of 
fotfowing  renowned  boxers  in 
such  diverse  venires  as  Las  Vegas 
and  Belfast,  Dark  Trade  won  the 


William  HiO  sports  book  of  the 
year  award.  It  is  published  by 
Mainstream  at  £14.99. 

Send  your  completed  crossword 
with  your  name,  address  and 
daytime  telephone  number,  to; 

Jumbo  Sports  Crossword. 
Sports  Department,  The  Times, 
L  Pennington  Street, 

London.  £1  9XN 

to  arrive  by  Friday,  January  10, 
1997.  The  Sports  Editor's  decision 
is  final  Usual  rules  apply.  No 
correspondence. 


ACROSS 

Go  in  cages  for  an  adopted 
Scot  (9). 

A  French  full  back  who 
made  many  a  strong  surge 

Snick  for  a  dose  Adder  (4, 2, 
4). 

Surprising  EA  Cup  winners 
in  1973  (ID). 

Worth  an  effort  from 
Zdeaiy{5). 

Bowling  remains*?  (5). 
Marvin,  who  riairrted  the 
world  heavyweight  title  (4). 
In  shape  at  Kennington  (4). 
He  was  said  to  be  ten  years 

ahead  of  the  game  (6). 

Doug,  who  choked  at  St 
Andrews  (7). 

Transparenlly  a  pointless 
rotm(f(5). 

Muhammad  Ali  and  Herb 
FJKnti  have  carried  it  (5). 
First  half,  of  coarse  (I). 
footballing  braves  -  of 
Burslem  ($. 

Dip  to  avoid  blow  (4, 5)._ 
Figuratively,  a  pitching  iron 
(4)7 

Make  redundant  with  a 
pass?  (6). 

Onkvdtrrmsp). 


running  one  in  American 
JotbaUfJ).  ' 

cpressed  over  a  varsity 

joking  dosdy  at  the  oppo- 
tion  (6)-  , 

the  loop  at  Cuwdray 

“W*  - 

dee  it  hopefully,  for  the 
ia]  stroke  (6). 
it  sei  on  a  golf  course?  P*J- 
irtram  or  Snead,  for  m- 
incep). 

riijhl  at  whkh  Waiter 

cGowan  was  world  cnam- 
m  (3).. 


53  Tool  of  Hendry’s  trade  (3). 

54  Blemish  in  the  penalty  areal 

W-  . 

56  It  means  nothing  in  football 

P)- 

57  Moans  about  the  horses!  (4). 

58  Viva  on  for  the  Russian  who 
sailled  to  three  Olympic 
golds  (6). 

62  Idol  changes  in  the  swim¬ 
ming  venue  (4). 

63  Tie  of  sorts  for  footballers 
and  boxers!  (4. 2). 

65  Remove  the  apposmou{9). 

66  Hit-and-miss  golf  shot  P). 

68  Ben,  the  golfer  who  followed 
the  sun  ($)• 

69  Strikers  cannot  stand  miss¬ 
ing  a  chance  like  this  (6). 

70  They  air  at  home  at 
BoothfenyP*ric(4). 

72  Bev  followed  Gus  as  a  rugby 
league  master  (6). 

75  Ball  bounces  back  into  play 

(8). 

76  Lifts  tennis  shot  and  thumps 
uncouth  chap!  (4, 3)1 

78  Li z  and  Ted,  who  made  the 
grade  .as  showjunpers  (5). 
'81  Team,  captained  by 

Azharuddxuj5). 

‘82  The  196S  Olympic  heavy- 
-  weight  champion  sttiJ 
>  •  answering  the  bell  (7). 


X 


DARK  TRADE 


Six  nmners-cp  win  Dark 
Trade —Lost  in  Boxing 


84  Road  where  Hibernian  pa¬ 
rade  (6). 

85  Goalkeepers  and  boxers 
make  one  (4). 

87  What  Laker  and  Lock  al¬ 
ways  did  (4). 

.88  Hubert,  who  sounds  at 
home  when  putting  (5). 

89  He  refereed  Henry  Cooper’s 
last  fight  (5).  - 

90  Sportsmen  must  show  it 
even  though,  at  first,  it 
sounds  like  death  (10). 

91  Coast  to  coast  league?  (10). 

92  Rugby  director  at  Newcastle 

93  Where  you  might 
knocked  down  on  court!  i 

DOWN 

1  Centre  of  attraction  for  Bath 

-  and  England(7). 

2  New  activity  for  the  sabbath 
(6.5). 

3  Major  event  that  is  often 
dine  (4). 

4  Onlookers  who 
as  an  art  form  ; 

5  Bowler  who  had  a  bond  with 
Australia,  not  Anfidd  0, 7). 

7  Sporting  embers  (5). 

'  8  What  Len  Shackleton-  did 
just  for  laughs  (7). 

10  Bet  Joe;  or  possibly  Steve, 
was  the  greatest  (5). 

11  Manchester  United  and 
Newcastle  hope  to  be  in  one 
this  season  (8, 5). 

12  Red  ale  for  the  one  in  front 

m. 

13  Mao  of  1.000  games  and 
125  caps  (5.  7). 

18  Gale  opens  for  football  in 
Bristol  (6). 

19  Produce  a  winning  card  on 
court?  (5, 3) 

20  Tackles  through  the  grass!, 
to 

25  Strokes  to  the  :  green  by . 
Beck?  (4. 5).  - 

28  He  had  an  army  of  foDovwis 

M). 

30  One  loser  for  the  bowler's 

.  first  ball  (8). 


31  Savo  Milosevic,  for  example 
(II). 

32  Hole  where  you  may  need  a 
lead  for  direction  (6). 

33  Monty,  old  Aussie  Test  cap¬ 
tain  who  made  an  art  of 
cricket  (5). 

37  Brazilian  world  motor  rac¬ 
ing  champion  who  peaked 
in  the  1980s  (6, 6). 

43  He  cottoned  on  to  the  value 
of  rugby  shirts  (4). 

44  It  all  adds  up  at  the  boxing 
weighin  (8). 

47  A  oim  change  for  an  ex¬ 
world  flyweight  champion 
(5). 

50  Skipper  who  survived  a 
pocket  of  controversy  (8). 

51  Great  AD  Blacks  lode  who 

was  handy  for  Quins  (4, 5). 

52  Dave  and  Dudley,  old  South 
African  not  Norwegian 
cricket  heroes  (6). 

55  Sets  out  to  finish  all  square 
(5.3, 1.4). 

59  Changes  course  (5). 

60  Wimbledon's  first  blade 
champion  (6. 6). 

61  Get  familiar  with  Palace 
manager  Dave  (5, 7). 

64  You  can  gauge  it  in  the 
cauldron  of  the  champ* 
ionsbip  race  (8). 

67  Denis  Compton,  for  in¬ 
stance;  had  a  troublesome 
one  (7). 

71  Took  167  England  wickets, 
many  caught  by  Marsh  (6). 

73  Title  holder,  possibly  Bob 

(8). 

74  Schumacher,  for  exam; 

•  will  always  switch  it  on 

77  I  camera  for  a  land  of 

sporting  giants  (7). 

79  Boxers  and  cricketers  aim  to 

get  K)  the  top  of  them  (7). 

SO  Change  tactics  or  foe  sight 
screen,  perhaps  (6). 

82  If  led,  collect  the  ball  (5). 

53  John,  who  swam  to  four 

gold  medals  In  Montreal  (5). 

86  Wes,  a  West  Indian  bowler 
of  fame  (4). 


COMPILED  BY  NORMAN  GILLER 
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RACING:  NORTHERN-TRAINED  GREY  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  OPPOSE  IN  SUBSTANDARD  KEMPTON  FIELD  WITH' CONDfTIONS  IN  HIS  FAVOUR 


Strong  Promise,  who  could  prove  the  main  danger  to  One  Man  in  the  Pertemps  King  George  VI  Chase  at  Kempton  today,  brushes through  the  birth  wdearingone  of 

One  Man  on  fast  track  to  King 


'$  stiff  fences.  Photograph:  Hugh  Routledge 


e  double 


By  Richard  Evans 

RACING  CORRESPONDENT 

ONE  MAN.  dose  to  invincible 
over  fences  on  flat  courses,  is 
impossible  to  oppose  around 
Kempton  Park  this  afternoon 
as  he  attempts  to  win  his 
second  successive  Ptnemps 
King  George  VI  Chase. 

The  Gordon  Richards- 
trained  grey  has  suffered  only 
two  defea  ts  in  completed  starts 
since  being  sent  chasing  three 
years  ago  and  both  have  come 
at  the  Cheltenham  Festival 
where  the  undulations  of 
Presrbury  Park  brought  about 
his  downfall. 

However,  today's  conditions 
are  perfect  for  the  highest- 
rated  chaser  in  training  as  he 
takes  on  a  Geld  of  largely 
substandard  rivals,  many  of 
whom  will  not  appreciate  the 
hist  going  and  tight  turns  at 
the  Sunbuty  track. 

Rough  Quest,  winner  of  the 
Racing  Post  Chase  at  the 


course  last  February,  finished 
ahead  of  One  Man  in  the 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup.  when 
chasing  home  Imperial  Call, 
before  winning  the  Grand 
National  at  Aintree.  However. 


Casey:  decided  ground  is 
suitable  for  Rough  Quest 


assuming  Terry  Casey  re¬ 
mains  satisfied  with  the 
ground  after  walking  the 
course  on  Christmas  Eve.  he 
may  struggle  to  keep  tabs  on 
the  favourite  on  this  faster 
surface  over  just  three  miles. 

Barton  Bank,  beaten  by  One 
Man  last  time  at  Wetherby.  is 
nor  the  force  of  old;  Couldnt  Be 
Better  is  not  good  enough;  Mr 
Mulligan  and  N  ah  then  Lad. 
the  leading  staying  novices 
last  year,  have  not  enjoyed 
ideal  preparations  while  Try¬ 
ing  Again,  a  course  specialist, 
needs  softer  ground. 

If  eight  runners  tine  up. 
Strong  Promise  would  make 
some  each-way  appeal  as 
Geoff  Hubbard’s  progressive 
youngster  should  improve  on 
his  first  attempt  at  three  miles 
and  goes  well  on  the  prevail¬ 
ing  ground.  However,  realisti¬ 
cally  he  has  only  place 
prospects  behind  One  Man. 

Given  his  cramped  odds, 
punters  will  look  elsewhere  for 


value  wagers  and  the  last  race 
at  Kempton  {3.15)  offers  foe 
best  bet  on  the  card. 
Peatswood,  twice  a  winner 
over  course  and  distance,  did 
not  take  to  fences  Last  term  but 


showed  all  his  old  sparkle  over 
the  small  obstacles  at  Chelten¬ 
ham  eight  weeks  ago  behind 
Courbarfl  and  the  subsequent 
winners,  Freddie  Muck  and 
Blaze  Away.  Mick  Channon's 


2.15  PBnOlPS  KING  6E0RSE  VI  CHASE  _ 

(Grade  1:  £63,325: 3m)  (8  runners) 

401  4420-25  BARTON  BANK  40  Fto-RS)  3  Mate)  D  Mdwhcn  10-11 -1IL. —  AU**ll9Q 

(EmaraM  green.  utete  stare.  emerald  poon  ap.  wtdostar) 

422  13*20  COUUWX  BE  BETTER  Zfi  (Of  &S)  (RWMfle|CBHMte9-1t-1Q  _ _  GBaftySS 

(Royal  blue,  mtde  toaps,  royal  tdue  jteenos.  stnped  capj 

42 3  111124  MRUULUGAN  IS  (DJ3FE.G.S)  [MWorccwJN  Ctac* 8-1 1-10 _ APUeOoy7B 

bbje.  btscx  EJnovtK.  icd  seams.  btdv  end  ligW  btuo  ijuanorad  cap)  - 

414  21127-6  KAHIH3I  LAD  8  (GSJ  IJSda*l  M«J  Pbiho  1-11-10 -1 _ H  Wtonson  73 

iWhoa.  bfacfc  rare,  whaa  saw,  ttoek  cap) 

425  hi  116-1  ONE  MAN  54  (Df.&S)  U  Kites)  G  RchanK  S-ll-10 _ _ ...  R  Dunwodyffl 

(YOKw.  ted  star.  yeBdw  sto«.  wfMBarmfats.  yetowcap,  mdste) 

456  2F121-1  ROUGH QUEST 9 (CD.G£) (A '4ateJ  T Cray  10-11-10 - M  A  RtzgnM  95 

IHny  Moo.  peer  sash  corse  cap } 

OH  121121  STRONG  PROMISE 33 <F.G)  (G HtffcnJf  G  Mutant  S-t  M0 _ KGaoh65 

(Emnrakl  gmen.  ntae  droves.  oneaU  groan  and  leteto  stock  cap) 

KL  1P1M2  TRyWGfcGWi  19(C^lYI0ct^  - - 0  Fan  68 

(Ugn  btoa  dak  t*ue  sash,  hooped  dor**,  quartern?  cqpi 

BETTB5G;  4-7  cte  Man.  4-i  RasR  (tad.  6-1  Sraraj  Pm»Jt  9-1  Baton***,  20-1  Ik  MoBgao. 

2S-1  Tr^Aflan:.  B-i  KaMhen  Lafl  50-1  CnuWrt  Be  BeHW  >' 

1996  fren  d  S&nkwn  Padr)  (WE  MAN  9-11-10  R  Dumaodj  [ImSbJ  G  Rto®fc  11  at 


runner  has  wan  off  a  handicap 
mark  lllb  higher  than  todays 
and  looks  to  have  solid  claims. 
'  At  Huntingdon.  Eastern 
River  (130)  is  still  well  handi¬ 
capped  and  the  Thn  Forster- 
trained  chaser,  just  pipped  by 
Lord  Of  The  West  at  Worces¬ 
ter  last  time,  can  supplement 
an  earlier  success  at  Warwick. 
Flying  Gunner  (2.00)  is  suited 
by  a  test  of  stamina  and  foe 
David  Nicholson- trained  hur¬ 
dler  will  appreciate  the  step  up 
to  3*4  mites. 

Cool  Character  (Hereford, 
3.05)  ran  particularly  well 
from  out  of  foe  handicap  at 
Taunton  two  weeks  ago  when 
chasing  home  Call  Me  River 
and  can  go  one  better  in  this 
weak  handicap. 

Call  It  A  Day  is  the  value 
call  in  the  Rowland  Meyrick 
Handicap  Chase  (Wetherby, 
215)  where  The  Grey  Monk 
runner-up  in  the  Hennessy 
Gold  Clip,  is  likely  to  start 
favourite.  However.  The  Grey 


•y  r-  ■ 


BARTON  BANK 

Nov  16.  Cheltenham,  good  to  firm,  see  Strong 
Promise. 

Nov  2.  Wetherby,  good:  see  One  Man. 

Apr  27.  Sandown.  good  to  firm:  (11-9) 171 7th  to  Lite 
Ot  A  Lord  {11-10}  (3m  5f  110yd,  grade  III  hantfcap 
cha&a,  £57.806, 17  ian\. 
list  14.  Cheltenham,  good:  see  Rough  Guest 
Jan  6.  Sandown,  good  to  soft:  see  One  Man. 

COULDNT  BE  BETTER 

Mar  30.  Newbwy.  good  (1 1-10/  761 8th  to  Covm 
HiJ!  (10-0)  ,3m  2t,  TlOyd.  grade  lU  hantfeap  chase, 
£«3282. 11  ran) 

Nov  20.  Haydock,  good  {11-12/  it  2nd  lo 
Unguided  Missile  M1-0)  (3m.  handicap  chase. 
£10.036,  4  ran). 

Apr  20  Ayr.  soir  (10-2)  pulled  up  before  A  out 
behind  McorcroS  Boy  110-2/  14m  if.  grade  HI 
hancEsap  chase.  £33.590,  20  rani, 
t/sr  14.  Cheilenham.  good,  -see  Rough  Quest 

MR  MULLIGAN 

Dec  7.  Chepstow  good  to  soft  see  Trying  Again. 
Ma-  17,  Cheirenham.  good  to  soft  see  Nahthen 
Lad. 

Feb  14  Ascot  good  to  colt.  rt1-12j  bear  Nahthen 
Lad  HI-5)  15!  '3m  110yd.  grade  U  novice  chase 
£15  250  10  ran) 


NAHTHEN  LAD 

Dec  18.  Bangor,  good:  (11-10)  261 6th  to  Freddie 
Muck  (1 1-0)  (3m.  handicap  hurdle,  £4,765.  7  ran) 
Mar  13,  Cheltenham,  good  to  soft  (11-4)  beat  Mr 
Mulligan  (11-4)  81  (3m  it,  egade  I  novice  chase. 
£54,673. 12  ran) 

Feb  14.  Ascot,  good  to  soft:  see  Mr  MuBigan. 

ONE  MAN 

Nov  2,  Wetherby,  good:  (11-10)  bear  Barton  Bank 
tll-10)  71 13m  II.  grade  II  chase.  £18.300.  4  ran). 
Mar  14.  CheBenham.  good,  see  Rough  Quest 
Jan  6.  Sandown.  good  to  soft  (11-10)  beat 
Monsieur  Le  Cure  (11-10)  141  with  Barton  Bank  (11- 
10)  pulled  before  2  out  (3m  110yd.  grade  I  chase. 
£63.835. 11  ran) 

ROUGH  QUEST 

Dec  17.  Folkestone,  good  to  soft-  (10-12)  beat 
DesOn  d  Estruval  H0-12)  -*i  (2m  41 110yd.  novice 
hurdle.  £2,805. 14  ran) 

Mar  30  Amiiee.  good’  (10-7)  beat  Encore  Un  Peu 
no-01  f  it  (4m  4t  grads  III  handicap  chase. 
£142.534  27  rani 
Mar  14.  Cheirenham. 

Impend  can  (12-0)  .vrth 
191  3rd.  Barton  Bank  (12-01  31  4th  and  One  Man 
112-01  neck  and  81 6th  (3m  2t  1 10yd.  grade  l  chase. 
£131  156.  10  rani 


good.  (12-Oi  41  2nd  to 
i  Coufdnt  Ba  Better  112-0) 


STRONG  PROMISE 

Nov  23.  Ascot  good  to  firm:  (10-81  beat  Major  Bell 
(11-1)  41  (2m  31  110yd.  grade  ll  Smiled  handicap 
chase.  £25.964.  8  rah) 

Nov  16.  Cheltenham,  good  to  firm:  (10-0)  head  2nd 
to  Challenger  Du  Luc  (10-2)  with  Barton  Bank  (1 1- 
5)  1 3VI  5th  (2m  4(  1 10yd.  grade  III  hantficap  chass. 
£38270.  12  ran). 

Nov  2  Ascot  good  to  firm:  >1 1-8)  beat  Minor  Key 
(11-1)  271  (2m  31 110yd  novice  chase.  £4.986.  2 
ran). 

Oct  29.  Cheltenham,  good  to  firm  (12-0)  beat 
Fongo  Waring  (tl-13)  li;  (2m  4J  110yd.  novice 
handicap  chase  £4562. 3  ran). 

TRYING  AGAIN 

Dec  7.  Owpstow.  geed  to  soft  (11-1)  1  Ul  2nd  lo 
Belmont  King  (10-6  with  Mr  Mulligan  (11-121 12’4» 
4th  (3m.  grade  R  '.itr-jed  handicap  chase,  £18822, 
7  ranj. 

Nov  20.  Kempton.  good  :*  safe  (11-3)  beat  OW 
Bndge  110-9-  ~  (2m  4f  110yd.  handicap  chase. 
£4.715.  7. -an) 

Apr  17  CntftorthgLT  goodie  sett  (11-11)  beat  Air 
Shot  (11-4)  4  [in  nevse  chase  £3  602.  7  ram 
Mar  21  Vilncarton  seed  to  sett  (12-3j  bear 
Caperwway :  1 1-3  a  dear-re  ,2m  5t.  ncr.ice  chase. 
£3.733.  3  ran: 

Selection:  ONE  MAN  (nap) 


Meetings  fall  as  frost 
bites  into  fixture  list 


THE  meetings  scheduled  for 
Ayr.  Newton  Abbot  and 
Wincanton  today  were  aban¬ 
doned  yesterday.  At  Ayr, 
officials  walked  the  course 
during  the  morning  and 
found  it  frozen.  With  foe 
forecast  of  another  sharp  frost 
in  Scotland  last  night,  they 
had  no  alternative  but  to  call 
off  foe  meeting. 

Newton  Abbot  also  feU  to  a 
morning  inspection.  Pat 
Mastcrson.  foe  general  man¬ 
ager  at  the  course,  said;  "The 
course  was  frozen  at  noon  and 
in  view  of  further  frost  being 
forecast  we  had  to  abandon." 

At  Wincanton,  officials  de¬ 
layed  until  mid-afternoon  be¬ 
fore  calling  the  meeting  off. 
The  course  was  frozen. 


Four  trades,’  Hereford, 
Huntingdon,  Sedgefidd  and 
Market  Rasen,  depend  on 
inspections  today.  Hereford 
inspect  at  730am,  with  foe 
derk  of  foe  course,  John 
Williams,  looking  for  an  im¬ 
provement  in  conditions.  “We 
couldn't  have  raced  today  but 
it  is  sunny  so  it  depends  on  the 
weather  tonight”  he  said. 

Market  Rasen  have  an  in¬ 
spection  at  830am.  Charlie 
Moore,  the  course  derk.  said 
yesterday:  “The  course  was 
raceahle  this  morning.  The 
temperature  is  4C  with  some 
doud.  but  -IC  to  -3C  of  frost  is 
forecast  for  tonight  so  we  will 
hold  a  precautionary  inspec¬ 
tion.”  Sedgefield  and  Hun¬ 
tingdon  inspect  a!  730am. 


KEMPTON  PARK 


12.40  Sanmartino 
1.10  See  More  Business 
1 .40  Gha-Yo 


THUNDERER 

2.15  One  Man 
2.45  Mister  Drum 

3.15  PEATSWOOD  (nap) 


The  Times  Private  Handicapper's  tap  rating:  2.15  ONE  MAN. 
Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  1 .40  ALBEMINE  (nap). 


GONG  GOOD 


TOTE  JACKPOT  .VETTING 


SIS 


12.40  GOOD  JOB  NOVICES  HURDLE 

‘tTJSSS  2m)  113  runners) 


linn  IWajaHM(afjCl.M.:s»ir'UFM?-r:-i5.  ..  . 

Ml  nmCGDLD  zi  ID.D)  I >n2ar  Wrsxr.)  U  Syr.-sr 

Z  DEEHT  GajBI  21 IBF]  'Vr.F  JuSof.  ^  . 

0*05-  RCWG  fLUTTER  5SS  (SI  3  i-T  .. 

liADiraSRW  1Wff.i(1«T>sfccr:TKi  (»«■]'•! 

0  UARSUR  ?1  'E  tiSu-il  N  rt&rjtmn  l.V-5 
n  fUKi  2t  iWr,  F  Scr&r^  5  Utartw 
*33  Mim^PflITO2SPi*jSim.  Iir-;Gi'«:.T«ii  Z-‘‘  l  . 
aOek-CP  WLUJUMfiOY 20  iWttiuaUd.Uri; t-".£  .  .. 

'  PP.JWtl  21  iBi]|  '^er-ai  s  fi-’i-i  - 

jWXtaRinO 82r  y  4oaA«  --  - 

M2  S5CHeT SfflKG28 HJJFftiV toy,  . 

1JM-52  (J0CRIttJ.LADy24[S2rTi,-w<'riiaii^>',  r. 
STtrsi.  M  raift  S-r  "jgtmA  £•;  ptfai  IS'!  Dad  Iwn  !2-i  IiirT's 
1995  K£KCABHSia£a-fKS: 


t'jl 

m 


*  P  McCoy  BC 
nH«3*s  SI 
UWancon  6a 
PH3»r  - 
.  CBraaey  - 
UAFCjjtii*J  - 
..  KGa*  - 
Lisvnsie  9i 
.  CUawh  a 
ROunreodr  Q 
..  AUxub  - 
.  llRdank  W 
.  cu ude  re 


FORM  FOCUS 


KmLASH  WE  Ltthe  '1  *  &-ru,tn*y  513ft  :i 
r/jORsn  ter,  ttrtc  d  Olfcrtan  ',2m 
rwi  a  t?n) 

StMT  SPREiG  :  4i  lie  <>l  i;  u  Yd  :■&*,  in 
fj!m  IL  jcod  lo  torr.i 
P-.WJXf,  TZY.  BAIEGOViJ  I'.l  *  lZ-rar*a  ra¬ 
ti  tux*  a  Ktdsx  ifa.  qK'i 
uAfu GOLD  *r£  Jaap  n  *  M-tma  novitt 


M»ah  r  A-itxt  -ex’,  PROTON  h« 
CHESSIT  GRffiM  'fl  «  Ij-mtaf  ixr.iEe  iudte  £ 
tM w  '5w  ipcSt  NDWJWCE  PfWCE  31  S*5 
JatftaC  'it  «  15  ij  Mtfi  r  rar- 

bifle  i!  r«fle»  f2n  tlftfc  bcooi 

3MMWr0fK)  var.  ar.  H/.  JJW  lc  Were 
a  riem-jpa  tes  ijw 
Sdedtsn.  SECRET  5TOIG 


KEMPTON 

WETHERBY 

WINCANTON 

W'HAMPTON 

MKT  RASEN 


1  COMMENTARY  T- 

L  J«S!A7S  , 

3 

201 

.4 

202 

203 

204 

.4 

EHIEJl 


HEREFORD 

ATS 

SEDOEHB0 

HUNT DON 

N.  ABBOT 
UNGFffLD 


COMJ4ENTAKT  1 


llOAl 

ioy 

YOB 

209 

210 
211 


206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

211 


FUU.  RESULTS  FOR  ABOVE  16S  (  FULL  RESULTS  FOR  ABOVE  56B 


1  .10  PBITEW’S  RECRUnNBfT  PARTNERSHIP  FH.7HAM 
NOVICES  CHASE  'Grade  I  £22  «0  Ss) affiSt 


wmi  wntwiar  19 id.g.S)  wr  5 --ac 

45MIP  BUCKK0U5E  60V  12  iS  Si  ( \or.  = or.  ■  \  7«  rv  C1.2-,  *. 
1-1 1300  aE5QflHZ5lS;f»5Sia»r  'Zcjtk- 

Iftl211 

ZtJFl  2-1  H6TCHAU  BOY  27  ID  5  Si  *  £«*=r. 

MM2  EcEUfflEBUanESSStl.Sl  Psatcr  *  *.  ~  'i  -r. 

213-112  sawor-s  0*I<Ccfl  25  >FG) ..  S 

BETTOC  t-«  Sa  fire  r-2  A arSre-r  6--  Fm  ~yr 

12-1  SasmcMDjKsf 

FORM  FOCUS 


20i 

?c: 

w 

35 

206 

3T 


.  ..  .  GScatMy  B7 

- CltBk  92 

.  AKonoat  - 
.  USfto^rta  W 
....  Atfagnn  73 
APUcCoy  m 
.  a  (taraxly  79 
3-1  -KObsiBw  OiaJCtfv. 


AAflDWOLf  txmfjdsc  dai».  tatf  Ujja  Suimi: 
-Ji&tiraa  <i  t-nimer  ecritttx.  rszzf  Sanfen 
fin  liffnt  sxmi  BUOWOUSE  60Y  Car  r=cs»f- 
SrcrtT  SCs  3i  n  iC-ruma  anuiire  -Me  A 
riwiaiy  iPn  fl  W4i  oi  Kf»ilLnsse  sfir*. 
DJEDDflH  tea  recent  eMt  6  vi  3ra  *  li  :c 
Cautoa-  n  Bnficac  ctU2  i  Wsjl  ‘&r,  7f  <10,1 
wr;  ai;  RN£  IWffi  csrctee?  te.  e? af- 
htea!«iih  Eerofle  To  m  4^unref  toi-s  cfa* 


r  «rs»:.*a.iis^s=s  HATCHAU 

‘  SCV  >.i:  Atzs-jf  Ci  c  8-rmi  noiice 
ir-n?  £  -3-  tjjJ.  5E  MORE  OJSt- 

7£5S  1.  :  :  -  Zszr. :  “ij#  m  grade  i 

OB-  a  F.*vtra 
iO.f  4'  .  e  3  ECLWafS  DAWSt  Z'\  I  St 1 

d  *5 "  £are  Sj-7  '  Vox  d  Nncx;^ 

•l-i  a. 

S taCSff  3=  «CE  aissea 


1-40  NETWORK  PEBSCBWaHAIBXCAPHURDlf 

(£5.827  2m)(6 rimers] 

331  1005-30  nawwc  TdKe  77  HJJjtS)  :  'AStf.  r.- 1.  ■ •;  . 

JO  71-11,1  CHAWfl  13  iDnSl 

3U  523P-S?  AtB8«*  16 Of 5) 1‘X’  . 

Ml  SRMP-3  WlEBWaC  27  (C.G.5?  •  Zi  i'7>  Z-jS-iZ-i  ... 

ais  ar  Y«TAa«Ku>Tfi)i-iGrtte. ~::-i  . 

3X  Pisao  pm«ctw^:,ffG)r7,--.>irv<vc.-i:-"  .  . 

HARcgeraB  96 
.  _  GUpSan  U 
T*aa  ffl 
5  far  90 
.  -  82 
DStjnre  - 

Long  laaSap  'Tam'jjie  i-tj  is  sjasi  ?-iC. 

BETTW5;  ST-IC  7-2  Albirw.  a-i  ttr  i'ar.  rrr?:  -y  z»  — 

O  I  P<rSc  n*r» 

FORM  FOCUS 

TMtWW  TWICE  Z71  M  cf  fi  ’i  Eec«J  Can  *  aftr  :C'.  3!^’  9b  AL^**  '•i  2nd  F  9  U 
bcv'lb  a  IitecSe  .Si  ltopt  <y»l'  «  !£&■  •:  is£.-j:  -rtf  s  l2n 

BH»iitaiEt:  "y*  ‘3 ''FT  ££AU  sreb'-d  ita- 

CKAt-YO  Sul  Knanoifl  13  f.  4-rjijxi  lasSac  Vt  :sif  ;.;a  :rr  ■*:  'i-w  ireiiw 

teflt  d  Q»5g#^t,  lire  \i  <pctf,  ik«,i<5ch  V.  tety  £  • :  aiX'  7YKHH&  DMK5 

ifl  Ol  tfl  lo  I&Ja  ?J dm  i r.  farttai  si  •;*:  ^  : » -j  '_:t  !•  'jiii-ac  tuSe 

Plertis-rlJffillCrt  gs.iditahlfl6MAS>rji  a  z~  "  rn£: 

KSB  JD  11M  I*;J  3ri  TWNWifi  TWEE  l-*i  )  i^CCW.  CHS-VC 

2.1 5  PERTEMPS  KING  GEORGE  VI  CHASE  j 

(Grade  I-  £63.325. 3mj  (8  runnsn? 

RUNNERS  AND  RIDERS  —  SEE  ABOVE 

COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS 

'Am 

Run 

» 

JOCKEYS 

iViW 

Sfo 

'« 

M  Ootict 

» 

: 

425 

iVufit 

j 

- 

OGtntcflo 

4 

15 

402 

‘  Masis 

•T 

79 

215 

j 

e 

’2 

S) 

2n: 

FCnanen 

3 

4 

~  &f.i Ktfl 

:w 

132 

7IWk)IUi 

' 

It 

31  j 

m 

m.T 

» 

n-i 

ijft- Hangs 

4 

13 

W8 

3 

44 

m 

GUIDE  TOOUB IN-UNE  RKPAfil 


im  mm  good  hues  13  0  suuctii  a  h*  12-0 


- B«hS(7)  98 


Rjaoi'J  iiurta  $j.4jixt  Isrcn  f? — KI  P  — 
pjl«  ujl  U  — ifceaaJ  rte  B— taa^M 
dew  5  —  steped  up.  a  —  wteed  D  — 
CamMy!}  Hone;  rax.  Qa fi  voce  tot 

assn;  f  <M.  (E — buner.  v  — yMo  H  — 
laud  E  —  Eixfj«*J  Z  ~  ctw  mam.  D  — 
ana  CO  — cam  *=}  ertra 


«cner  BF  —  twten  baste  m  East  ace). 
Gang  on  wtoeft  tone  ta  ms  (E  —  fim  good  b 
sro.  rum  0— goad.  S—  SOU,  goad  to  a*. 
IkwiI  Oma  «  bactetx.  Tnw.  Age  ad 
■efhL  RUer  pts  «i)  Ama.  the  Tones 
Priate  KnScdppw’s  "*"3 


2.45  NETWORK  DESIGN  INTERNATIONAL  WAYWARD  LAO 
Homes  CHASE  (£10.339  2m4m0ytf)(4  runners) 

SOI  V23H1  gggBACX  17  ff.S5|i.'  .■jagfi n  fjj*a S-M.7  .  .  NWtasai  B7 

5C  11-1211  KSTH1  aUJM  ro  ro.r  &  ft  fU  BacMaiiyiiraciMr.il. 7  .  .  RDmeadV  57 

121.111  POnprs BAY  14  Of ja  rues j ft^aj 0  rbASun  Mi-,' _ AUnn  96 

SM  SC-151  9J8WS5iUJ»22iF.G)iUftrCrZ^  M  AftCvnW  B 

SETreai  9^  Pcoa:  3tr  WVarJlfi.W  Gnersaa  7-t  SdUre Fdae 

FORM  FOCUS 


GREENBACK  cjneMted  owe.  ant  'mtx!  And 
Vae  lit  01  ftrann  rc.ice  efuse  it  fdtebra 
Cn  vxd  to  -xtn  IfiSTER  DRUM  carcKed 
toftSe .  1x4  3fitJ  Ssa;  H  si  "Hvjsib  nwttM 
at  State!  Rsoi  !2m  1!  ilCyd  gear,  POTTER'S 


BAY  asrjtewi  (aue.  tea  Inple  Wtotee  11  in  2- 
nim  mia  dost  jr  andaw  On  «  iiOrd 

gcad)  SIKJME  FELLOW  teal  Fffni  liWatal  81 
n Bfl/poer awttftra  a SoUbuttt  ISa.  mSi 
Sekotar  POTTBI'S  BAY 


3.15  PsnBn*s  crack  cun  handicap  hiouof 

l£6.9T2  3m  HOyd)  (9  ruusrs) 


at: 

UE 

sm 

CC-J 

U£, 

CH 

ter 

GB 

m 


2.11123  imiOMS  DOGE  3  fflff.C)  s  IWan'  B  bdwto  5-1  MU  .  A 
33-M2A  lAlfiaomE  JS  jBBSi _(P  5enrr«rr  P  IHM1 5.11-7  A  p  SfcCay  SB 


1116-33 

30-5312  . .  .  . 

0O,-515  C0K9ffl>  BOY  ‘0  rT.asi  :S  *xc£3dn  I As  J  P.Snt  1M&4 
»W13  MCK  IW  BEAR  13  |C5.  Pi  Aden  j  UGH  MC4 
MOW-  EALWC  COW:  iG)  *  Sccmr^e)  S  3d tp  7-ltfl 

Lang  Mndkap  Ufj;  Cjj*  0-1 . 

BETIW1  1 M  Mir-x  •,  Lteit!  *-'■  LT/tort.  5-1  Tn  £-1  tea  '1  ScJl  7-1  CiS#  fniwrft  -  3-1  Mjau 
Cflteo™  !tv  xc. 


fazgerab  .. 
KWfcmsan  9Q 
ClUade  91 
G  Upon  — 


FORM  FOCUS 


MYTTQffS  CHOKE  2nt  d  9  E  Eebia  c 
un flap  Bu n£*  a  <1!?  ct  rpaii  «t 

CASHS  COURAGEOUS  14%  txEe  dh  It 

LANSDOVnC  1?AI  4»  tS  IstaCererj:  Tec  v. 
lurcbQp  rude  j!  annum  ijn  -rf1 
PEATSWOOD  B'*'i  «h  ei  5  n  vwCar'  a  tnk- 
ap  hurte  S  cneHartaw  ;in  5!.  14UHU 
:;■«[  Sdi  of  10  b  ESMj  b  rastac  bvdte  a 


ewtoftw.  i3n>  HG«t  good).  C0RBHY  BOY 
Oso  TB4  'j&  beto  efi)  ?!rf  n  Seme  tontiap 
grtfr  a  Sadgm  c&n  EL  good) « {iwaamg. 

fttk  THE  BEAK  beat  Sen  Unge  Mill) 
^rua^am&SFoSa^ 

■sc™  t  aff]  pi  stai 

sdeabc  WYTTM TS  OWE 


Blinkered  first  time 

^RER2£ nLSPi  2  05  ^  Purtoeck  Cavafler  135  NonSC 

S^ae„r*SSr?S?ON:  n  33  WfctBy  ivondar  UNQREU3  PARK:  1^0 

OD'anWqad_2JC  Fwsy  Qeo.w  2  M  Dxs  Red  MARKET  RASEN:  £35  UxP  Vfek 
SEDGSHBD:  12  A  Paean  WOLVERHAMPTON:  300  Fbraai  Court, 

Young  Berre-im 


Monk  has  yet  to  win  a  truly- 
run  race!  over  an  extended 
three  mites  told  Nicholson’s 
sound  jumper  is  preferred  at 
foe  likely  !odd5. 

Cdestiil  Ke 


1 


Key  was  consid- 


Nap:  CALL  IT  A  DAY 
(Z-ISWe^erby) 

Next  bestfCakexuTRiver 
(1J0  Huntingdon) 


ered,  a  possible  Champion. 
Hurdle  contender  last  term, 
and  has  a  lenient  mark  for  her 
handicap  debut  fl,45)  judged 
on  her  good  third  to  Mysilv  al 
Haydock  in  February. 

At  Market  Rasen,  Ubo  Val 
(Z05)  makes  considerable  ap¬ 
peal  despite  top  weight  He 
looks  well  handicapped  on  his 
best  form  last  term  and  a  fine 


seasonal  reappearance  behind 
Parsons  Boy  at  Carlisle.  He 
disappointed  at  Towoester  last 
time  but  should  be  forgiven 
that  lapse  and  can  come  inro 
his  own  over  this  trip. 

Venetia  Williams  is  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  terrific  season  with  18 
winners  from  just  41  runners 
and  Rosen  crantz  (135)  can 
enhance  her  strike  rate.  The 
comfortable  winner  of  novice 
,  hurdles^  at—Wincantop  and 
Taunton,  he  finished  a  good 
second  to  Hay  Dance  cm  his 
handicap  debut  last  month 
,and.  with  the  winner  of  that 
race  successful  again  at  Here¬ 
ford  last  Friday,  the  form 
. -looks  solid.  ' 

The  hurdling  experience  of 
Denham  HID  (3.05)  could  give 
Charlie  Mann’S  runner  foe 
edge  over  Bum  Out,  a  useful 
-bumper,  horse  last  season. 
The  selection  was  runner-up 
to  Mighiy  Moss  at  Worcester 
before  finishing  a  good  fourth 
to  Forest  fvory. 


Aardwolfs  turn 
of  foot  should 
prove  decisive 


KEMPTON  PARK 
CHANNEL  4 

M0:  See  More  Business  beat 
Buckhouse  Bay  at  Chepstow 
before  finishing  an  exadlent 
second  to  Dorans  Pride-in  a 
grade  one  race  at  Faiiy- 
house;  which  makes  Paul 
Nlchdls’s  runner  the  form 
choice.  He  should  appreciate 
the  step  up  to  three  miles  and 
has  an  obvious  chance.  Fine 
Thyne  travels  well  in  his 
races  fold  after  two  chasing 
successes  here  should  appre¬ 
ciate  foe  likely  strong  pace. 
However,  in  a  tough  race, 
Aardwoif  just  gets  the  vote. 
The  five-year-old  had  suffi¬ 
cient  speed  to  win  over  two 
miles  at  Sandown  before  just 
getting  foe  better  of  the  weil- 
regartied  Major  Summit  in  a 
fast-run  race  over  three 
miles! 

1.40:  Despite  Chal-Yo  being 
raised  201b  since  the  start  of 
foe  season,  the  handicapper 
has  not  got  to  grips  with  him 
and  conditions  here  should 
be  ideal  for  Jim  Old’s  pro¬ 
gressive  hurdler.  The  six- 
year-old  has  plenty  of  speed, 
appreciates  a  tight  track  and 
should  be  able  to  pounce  late 
on.  Alberaine  will  appreciate 
todatfs  faster  surface  after  a  ’ 
good :  effort  behind  Most 
Equal  at  Huntingdon.  Yet 
Again  is  on  the  upgrade  fait 


TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


probably  too  far  out  of  the 
handicap. 

2.15:  see  above. 

2.45:  The  finishing  speed  of 
Potter's  Bay  could  prove 
derisive  here.  The  seven- 
year-old  showed  a  priceless- 
ability  to  quicken  away  from 
rivals  in  the  dosing  stages 
when  winning  at  Chelten¬ 
ham  and  Sandown  and 
David  Nicholson’s  runner 
should  be  able  to  maintain 
his  unbeaten  record  at  foe 
main  expense  of  Mister 
Drum.  Despite  winning  two 
out  of  his  three  starts,  Mark 
Wilkinson's  chaser  has 
shown  a  tendency  to  run 
down  some  of  his  fences, 
while  Greenback  jumps  to 
foe  left.  Sublime  Fellow  is  far 
from  genuine  and  may  not 
relish  a  battle. 

Richard  Evans 


_.V“- j.v,  '*•:  »il  •  ?  ~  .7 

■v- 


& 


m 


'& ... . 

:  f*.  ‘  ■ 


•'  '• 


Maguire  wfll  ride  Potter’s  Bay  at  Kempton  Park 
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‘To  win  it  a  fourth  time  would  be  something’ 


on  another 


If  there  wasn't  enough  at  state  in  the-.' 
Pfcrtemps  King  George  VI  Chasfc 
Kempmn  today,  there  is  an  addition- . 
al  personal  incentive.  I  hardly  heed  qpe  • 
but  I'm  told  no  jockey  has  won  the- race 
more  than  three  times.  To  win  it  a  fourth 
time  would  be  something  to  treasure. 

I  have  to  fed  positive.1  about  reaching 
that  landmark  because  One  Man  de¬ 
serves  to  be  favourite.  He  is  quite  a 
straightforward  ride,  although  he  can  be 
a  bit  keen,  as  he  was  in  the  King  George 
last  year.  He  hit  the  front  a  fair  way  from 
the  finish  but  he  was  jumping  so  wen 
that  I  didn’t  want  to  disappoint  him. 

That  was  the  first  time  I’d  ridden  him. 
Even  though. I'd  seat  a  lot  of  him  and 
knew  he  was  good.  J  was  surprised  when 
he  won  by  14  lengths.  The  horse  Was 
slightly  short  of  work  —  the  race  was 
transferred  to  San  down  two  weeks  after 
Kempton  was  abandoned.  Let’s  hope  that 
does  not  happen  today. 

Great  horses  come  in  different  shapes 
and  sizes.  You  can  get  a  totally,  different 
feel  from  one  than  from  the  next  As  soon 
as  you  sit  on  One  Man  you  can  feel  he- 
uses  himself  welL  You  can  sense  his 
strength,  but  it  is  . not  the  striking  power  : 

:  of  Desert  Orchid.  Evoy  time  I  sat  .  on 
Desert  Orchid.  I  couldn’t  believe. .the 
power  in  his  neck..  • 

Unless  you’d  totally  ignored  the  media 
for  the  last  12  months,  you’d  be  aware 
how  important  One  Man  has  become  to 
raring.  There’s  an  air  of  expectancy.  Like 
Desert  Orchid,  heis  a  grey  and  the  public 
loves  greys.  I  suppose  they  stand  out  in  a 
race,  although  One-Man  and  Desert 
Orchid  would  stand  out  in  any  crowd,  - 
irrespective  of  their  colour. 

The  two  horses  are  very  similar. 
Perhaps  One  Man  is  not  quite  as  - 
extravagant  at  his  fences.  Desert  Orchid 
was  naturally  flamboyant  I’ll  never 
forget  the  two  King  Georges  I  won  on 
him  —  particularly  the  second  in  1990, 
which  marked  his  fourth  win.  But  One 
Man  is  hardly  pedestrian.  The  way  he 
jumped  his  fences  down  the  baric  at 


'4\ 


RICHARD 

DUNWQODY 


Ontftetask  he  faces  in 
the-K&jig  George  VI  Chase 

Sandpwp  lastyear  was  brilliant  Even  if 
he  hiis  some  way  to  go  before  matching 
Desert  Orchid,  he  can  certainly  put  on  an  - 
exhibition,  i ' 

..AH  jocksys  savDur  the  atmosphere  at 
.  Kemptpn  dn  Boxing  Day.-  It  is  a  festive 
crowd  anajptey  want  something  to  cheer. 
However,  jfone  of  this  wifi  matter  when 
the  race  starts.  It  won’t  even  enter  my 
mind  that  111  be  riding  an  odds-on 
favourite.  People  talk  about  pressure  but 
that  is  only  something  you  inflict  upon 
yourself.  If  anything,  it  is  easier  to  ride  in 
a  race  like  the  King  George.  1  know  all  of 
my  opponents^  Some  I  have  ridden 
before,  so  I  have  a  fair  idea  of  how  the 
rape  will 'unfold. 

Even  so,  111  be  playing  things  by 
ear.  Sometimes  the  pace  varies 
through  a  race  as  other  jockeys  try 
to  set  ft  up  for  themselves.  It  can  make 
things  difficult  but  One  Man  is  very 
versatile,  which  is  a  big  help.  It's  a  lot 
more  straightforward  than  riding  one  in 


a  20-runner  novice  hurdle  at  a  small 
track,  when  you  never  really  know  what 
you’re  up  against. 

Tactically.  J  prefer  to  concentrate  on  . 
getting  it  righi  for  myself  rather  than 
worrying  about  the  opposition.  It  doesn’t 
-.matter  whars  happening  around  you  if 
you.raess  up  your  awn  chance.  Neverthe*- 
less,  Rcra^h  Quest  must  be  a  big  threat. 
He  won  nicely  over  hurdles  at  Folkestone 
-recently  but  I  fed  One  Man  would  have 
started  at  odds-on  in  the  same  race. 

I  rode  a  horse  for'  his  trainer,  Terry 
Casey,  last  week  and  Terry  wasted 
no  time  in  assuring  me  his  horse  was 
very  well  Of  course,  irs  far  from  a  two- 
-  horse  race  —  they  never  are  at  this  leveL 
But  I  know  what  my  horse  is  capable  of.  I 
think  the  other  jockeys  will  be  more 
concerned  with  what  my  horse  is  doing. 

I  have  been'  in  regular  contact  with 
Gordon  Richards,  who  trains  the  horse 
and  has  come  to  know  him  so  welL  And  T 
must  say  it's  encouraging  to  listen  to  him 
—  he  couldn't  be  more  pleased.  When  l  . 
rode  One  Mail  to  winat  Wether  by  seven 
weeks  ago,  he  was  forward  enough  to 
beat  Barton  Bank,  wham  he  meets  again 
today.  I  know  Mr  Richards  feels  he  is 
sharper  now. 

1  haven’t  ridden  the  horse  since,  but 
that's  not  necessary.  Training  chasers  is 
not  like  Formula  One,  where  the  drivers 
test  their  cars  at  full  speed.  Horses 
seldom  go  anywhere  near  raring  pace  in 
their  homework,  although  One  Man  will 
have  done  some  strong  work  because  his 
intended  prep  race  for  the  King  George 
was  called  off.  He  want  be  lacking  in 
fitness  today. 

For  my  part.  I’ll  be  fresh,  having  ' 
enjoyed  a  traditional  lunch  with  my 
family  yesterday.  Thars  a  luxury  many 
jockeys  can't  afford  at  Christmas.  Mind 
you,  we  could  all  have  done  without  the 
traditional  Christmas  .weather.  All  jock¬ 
eys  live  for  meetings  like  the  one  at 
Kempton  today.  We’re  prepared  and  very 
excited.  .. 


Dun  woody  and  One  Man  sail  over  the  last  on  the  way  to  a  spectacular  victory  in  last  year's  King  George 


THUNDERER 

1250  Cedez  La  Passage  '  2J20  Passage  Creeping 


1 20  The  Wyandotte  Inn 
150  Effervescence 


2.50  Waikiki  Beach 
320  Coh  Sho  No 


Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  320  Nothing  Doing. 


GOING:  STANDARD 


DRAW:  5F-1M,  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


SIS 


12.50 


BTPHANY  CLAIMING  STAKES  (Dlv  I:  £2.541: 1m  21)  (6  runners) 

t  nr  050516  CHJEZLE  PASSAGE  12  (B.BJ  (A  Wtft«rt6)K  Cl*id0glHm-8rtra  5-9-9  WRyan  8 

2  RJ  «»a2  BM09SAVAU£V13ffl(CWWM}I,attrWM:_:.  DSnuyfS)  8 

3  J6)  630003  SUPJK15(SUJHMa^RHwavi«J3^-. _ QmOW  8 

4  Ml  506060  HATTA  SUNoJ**  30  (CO.Gj  (F  Henan)  A  S-B-B - Dnty  Mart 

5  (51  40-0000  KURIIERH OflEF 34  f  ,5)  (M Voter)  J CUUrwi 6-6-9 - -  VSMy 

6  (3)  125035  WWCOUUHBJff) (6 MW**) Ite  N  Itaatof  3-7-13 - JQten 

BETTING:  W  Barasa  Vtftoy.  3-1  Ms  Le  Pisaga.  9-2  SOp  Jg.  5-1  Hon  Ca*H  «-1  Ham  SknMv. 
16-1  taftem  Duet  , 

1995:  NO  HKRESPONDUIG  MEETING 


« 


1  .20  MAHY  ft  JOSEPH  NURSERY  HANDICAP 

(2-Y-O.  £2,846: 61)  (7  runners) 


1  (7)  284540  HOWL  ORCHO  6S  (M  M-ShaM  R  ttnooo  9-7 - -  DmOlM 

2  (1)  143501  HEAVBIY  l«SS  6  (C,D,F.0)fT  tftdef}  J  9-5  P«bJ —  SSndn 

3  (6)  302232  THE  WYANDOTTE  89113  (G  ftmdon)  R  HoOnshM  W — - ~  WRyan 

4  (3)  00050  COUNTLESS  TOffS  19  (Pri  Way  Patoanhip)  W  VUr  M - AQwk 

5  (4)  000  lWCIVWM42ia(6ABl»>M0^)NCse»B>wB-r  Anglia  CMmae  (7) 

6  (2)  0000  ELMO  PRMCE 51  (J R  Lnaie)  K CsJbgtan  7-10 . . JU on 

7  »  000000  MYSTERY  37  (lta  6  R  Sit*#)  5  Dew  7-ID _ DS*(7) 


BETUN6: 7-4  Tin  Wptote  inn.  M  Hawrfy  Mb.  «  fldjal  Wdd.  8-1  DaiSnss  Times.  10-1  Myaery.  12-1 
Oeta  Wood,  14-1  kind  Prinea. 


1 .50  THREE  WISE  MBJ  MEDIAN  AUCTION  MAIDS!  STAKES 

(2-Y-0:  E2.&46: 70  {4  runners) 

1  fq  03K.47.  5TQWBCB4CE  7  CGoW  Braw  Syiric*!)  R  Warm  9-0 - DansQUeN  9 

2  |1J  40003  HBO  GOLF  HOVER  B  [rtrra  Racing  CM>  I)  FNibgM®8-9 _  D  Holland  73 

3  (2J  5GG0  JJLY  JAQLXS  7  (ACooflsr}  R  Gacd  8-9 _ 5  Senders  '  flB 

4  13)  006  S0UflABS.AhW(WPMo^M - UWtfam  78 

BETTMG;  4-7  BfenexMKZ.  9-2  Nw  Got)  Mow.  6-1  Son*  3-1  Uly  -Was. 


2.20 


SANTA  CLAUS  MAIDEN  STAKES  (£3;469: 1m)  (9  runners) ' 

0004)00  ROYAL CARLTDN  13 (MnM DcjW G l Man 4-94) - -  SWhtmdh  OS 

5-25000  BE  SATEFED21  (FW)AHm  3-6-13 - — - A  Out  74 

000  6B)BGg  BOY  S4  (1*5  S*toun)lfesGKea8«ay  3-8-13  Anglia  BaBmcrafT)  - 
B50000  1B/ER  GOLF  EAGLE  52  (Hera  ta*g  CM)  ■)  TtargKon  3-8-1 3  DHotend  08 

OfWJOOO  irmf  P1B0U  13  |R Raoe)  r  Jones 3^-13 - - -.RPrstan  - 

4M4A3  TWER  58HE  ?1  (Ita  G  Wlten)  $  Kao#  4-M)!_ -! - WByan  81 

0  BROUGHTONS  RELISH 15  (Bm^Uon  B'aoa)  W  Unon  3-6-5  0  WWams(7)  - 

905066  FANCY  DE5JOI 37  (V)  (Mis  V  H  Hants)  P  ISkM  3-0-5  - JUn  74 

262402  PASSAGE  CREEPING  37  (P  .tech*)  S  Dwi  3-B-fl - SSandan.  9 

.2-1  Ropl  Catoo.5-1  Rhra  Seta.  B-1  Hon  GoU  Eagh.  12-1  Be  SUM. 


.50  EPIPHANY  CLABKNB  STAKES  pv  It.  £2,53: 1m  20  nintws) 


(21  341402  IWKS  BEACH  15  (MFJ.0  (PenrtneJ^BBS)  6  LMsin  5-0-3  SMtnnb  g 
01  542240  UW^fOUUUlQIIS  12  fSl  CUi)  ^ Jiakfcf  4-9-1  — _WR»M  B 

ft  2000-01  BtM SSSST 15  (Cfl  [F edsnae)  T  NamHoo  +0-13 - —  “ 

es)  oinaa  EAsnjEKHwpaflyaoaJRiWfcrf^?^-.-  77 

(41  0M00  ORAG«Gnmi12(G3«Ma)|tarW«<rtrtJQ^^— "*5^  - 

run  0030  10njP9B  (J  BnM  J  HBs  3-8-6 . - . . A***  f? 

a  600000  JUSTBOA/fiJS  7  (J  ftufcsl  JBndger  4^-5  - - ^Swdw  54 

(ffl  mow  UH3MTE  15 (C,F,G) (A Mde) A HSrie  +-8-5 - G«B*ii7)  76 

<J)  640500  Itt*  114  CM  HabbMil  P  Bute  3-5-1  - - -  •  J  MW  79 

(1)  005305  EFHCAQOUS  6  [C  SJBmMAM)  A  Mooni  3-7-11- - FNorani  80 

B4G:  7-4  B0  Seat!  9-4  WM&i  Beach.  7-2  LemaumnHm.  8-1  EeriWub.  10-1  EBieaDMS.  12-1  Matte. 
Ual  16-1  lopup.  20-1  oi wv  _ 

20  RHHDEBl  HANDICAP  (£2,541 :  2m)  (10  ramefs) 

W 
not 


640165  GUEST  AWAKE  15  (COB)  (fttod  18MLM)»*b«  «U jCteJ dtaj  90 
230631  W0nASHM4BLB.l5(mf«(PnwItaRadueLUW15«  DMrt  94 


(5)  5^8010-  CAVMA24J 


©  550343  C0OEHSJ10J 


WU*  3-9-0  — - 


m 

19) 

at 

m 

in 


500034  C0H  SHOW  44  W  H®)  SDte 3^-13 - - - - 

000000  AOLW  6  (TUfciieB)  JBittOB  4-W - - -  0 

000002  ttAPEW0 12 (G) J 


DmOTM  - 
...  ACblk  07 
S  Ssnfcn  90 

®  50 

MSSQ  UAPHIG0 12  {G1  (AW storai uo) j uawm e-m  — -  VSWoy  ffl 

S  BoofatodO W UU550T 7^-4.  Ftaftn  93 

Mum  stthic  nilMOHD  13  rMlES l MWecai  H  CnKnortllBB 4-7-11  --  .  JMe  - 

402060  ZEUHA 12  fl  (G  HfiBtaw)  Mrs  9^ Itaaeflay  4-7-lfl .  Anitt  Stom  (7)  00 

hwxtenp-  2eHn  7-1 

N&  W  4-1  Mi NO.  5-1  &B4 Mtttt HQttW  IU6ng  CWns.  B-1  *WBD- 

[wa.  16-1  elm 


COURSE  SPEClALiSTS 


TRAINERS 


L 

kfiom 

AUK 

jHfls 


Wins  .  ftn 
10  «' 


RHoJbntaad 
tfio  G  Keflew? 


JOCKEYS 
20J  WW*  „ 
17.7.  0-HdW  • 
174  STWfrW* 
1R8  MWIfm 
148  A  a* 

H5  SSSMtos 
113  cadyttBB 
12J  FKofW 


Mftnen  Mes 


192  17J 

1B4  17? 

as  134 
106  - » 113 
405  11.1 

374  .  10.4 
150  lOfl 

140  mo 


2_35  Gwfcandhayes.  t>eagefi^“-  ^ 

-TTinnS  aenvafty,  Wetimrtjy:  1Z45 Menakfi:  T.45 
Vb^;  WoNerhamptort  100 

CumbXSffi  1-30  The  Shy  Padre;  3.30Yet  Again. 


"THUNDERER 
1.00  Mammy's  Choice.  1-30  Father  - Sky.  2.00 
CaBisoe  Bay.  220  KorbeJI.  3.00  Furietto.  3.30  Stash 
The  Cash. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT 


SIS’ 


1 .00  NEW  JUMPING  COURSE'S  NOVICES 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (£5.857: 2m  41 1 10yd)  (10  runners) 

1  11-3  U£iiK  CAPTAIN  24  (D/A  0  Sbenuad9-li-lQ  JQatane 

2  334U  HOLY  WANDS®)  3  (F.G)  I  GDape  7-1 1-5.  _ _ RFuiU 

3  /II  MAMMAS  CHOICE  17  p)  B  Alner  B-11-7 - P  Hanley  (3) 

4  122F  BALLYliNE 90(G) H ten 5-1 1-0 _  -..JCatatan 

5  332F  WIUE  MAKETT 9  [OJOR PMUp* 6-lM - JMu 

6  254P  KNGTS  SMJJK  20  (E&S)  H  OIWo  9-10-5 —  Jacqnl  DBnr 

7  4-3P  HAHGDVB)  20  f&SJ  R  Lae  10-10-1 _ 6  Hogan  [3) 

B  8503  SAYUCKE  7  ff AS)  W  CMy  ItMIW) - - T  Bay 

B  0245  IUIAL  ASSET  18  A  Totes  6-10-0 - Gay  Lions 

10  3400  SAKBAH 16  J  RKfedog  7-1M _  U  Bramm 

2-1  Urnmfs  Ctafca.  11-4  Hm  Mne  Copuh.  6-1  HrtyWnkrai.  B-1  BslylDe. 
wm  INA.  10-1  HNVMf.  14-1  Dten. 


1 .30  PLYYINE  CATERING  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£7.100: 3m  IQ  (8) 

1  1322  FATHER  SKY  12  (BA  0  Shnood  5-11-6  -. . .. ..  JOriwn* 

2  2400  GEORGE  ASHFORD  6  {F.G)  P  JtfiEH  6-11-5 _ MStantt 

3  00-1  MOWN  17  fffflRFaftBi  6-11-5 - JRttn 

4  040-  KAMKAZE  2Z1r  (G)  K  Bum  6-11-0 - 2mr  pnf 

5  5-2F  THE  SHY  PADRE  15  Mo  Jnui  7-114) -  RFtnM 

5  .  -F52  WOE  WONDER  20  M  BmWocL  6-11-0 - PHetejr 

7  OM  CAREYSVtiE  24  T  Qevv  5-10-13- . . . 

8  PtWJ  MASKED  IIAFTW  14  P IWM  5-10-13^ - S  Bsmugb 

6-4  Fflte  ay.  9-4  Nojm.  5-1  Tl»  Sijr  Rtte.  6-1  KamtaB.  8-1  Gnvgr  Atfihffl. 
12-1  Vtanc  mate.  20-1  sBsn. 

2.00  HARRY  BROWN  MEMORIAL  CHALLENGE 
CUP  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£14.070: 2m)  (9) 

1  (XH  CLAYCOWTY  58  <DJ.6£l  M  rtmrnoml  11-12-0..  RGwUv 

2  M 3  SOUND REVSUE 12 p.G51  C Bate 6-T1-B--  HBany(7> 

-  3  -122  CALLJS0E  BAY  13  (DJ.G.Sl  0  Shemood  7-11-7. .  J  Osborne 

4  224-  1M  WOfa  WAIT  232  R  PWHa  7-11-6  __  J  Rrton 

5  3312  THUMBS  UP  24  IPS  RSI  G  UcCmI  10-10-11 .  R  Faont 

6  5021  CUMBRIAN  CHALLEN6E 13  AF.G^)  T  Eate&y  7-10-11 

2nd  prat 

7  254  WEE  RMS  19  UFASI  G  Uom  7-10-B - JCabQtaa 

fl  8433  HOUGHTON  22  jBJ.GLS)  W  Jerio  10-1041  — - 2nd  prrf 

9  -5P3  VMGGK)  16  (6^)  A  Fortes  6-10-0 ... -  Gay  Lyons 

2-1  CMfesoe  By.  3-1  Unite  Up.  7-2  Clay  Condi.  7-1  Sound  RenCD,  6-1  Wm 
Star.  12-1  often. 


2.30 


HAGUE  FASTENERS  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,640: 3m  II)  (10) 

1  2213  ANTARCTIC  HAND  C3  (F)  U  rimmood  6-11-3 - R  Bnrtajr 

2  16-1  LANCE  ARMSTRONG  22  (G^)  G  McCout  6-11-3  .  JQSborw 

3  3133  PRUSSIA  5  (H  WCNi 5-1 1-3 _ TBff 

4  CM1  DECST  TVffi  SECOHD 14  P  ftWkwl  4-ltMl - GBoraugh 

5.  v  GMGE  234P  Mbs  J  Boner  7-10-12 _ Gan  Lyons 

8  P-0  MOOR  DANCE  MWI  28  N  LMnotei  6-10-12— —  Mr  D  Verm 

7  P02-  TORCH  WHIT  47FHIUdker  4-10-12 - 2ndpnrf 

6  DM  WEATHER  WEE  33  WGMTnte  4-10-12 - J  Raton 

9  -405  BLA2INS  MBUtCU^  MoH  Headanm  4-10-7  IkWHaniNnoii 

10  2  KORBaJ.  17  FASJP»Mb  7-10-7 _ L  Curates  (7] 

94  Kobe*  11-4  Una  Annstnng.  5-1  Pnsk  11-2  Artatee  Wind.  B-1  Bteho 
made.  12-1  wontier  Mss,  28-1  t9m 


3.00  DUNSTALL  PARK’S  JUMPING  AGAIN 
SBJJNG  HURDLE  (£2,547: 2m)  (14) 

1  -ZF2  FURETTD  B  (BFR  M  Honsnand  6-11-3 _ _ R  Gamy 

2  tf50  At. ffiAL  IBfflJJBttte 4-10-12 -  R  FSmrt 

3  3F00  FOUjOWOECAII  20  0  McCain  6-10-12 - P  Hater  f3) 

4  44-P  L  TRASTEVSffil  DHss  GKaBnar  4-10-12....  ABtes® 

5  4  LAST  ROUlfflUP IS CnwHDn  4-10-12 _ NHonoetep) 

5  0020  NWfT  BOAT  BWCtw  5-10-12..- . . TBoy 

7  OP-5  PWCE 1MCO 78 D McCsto-5-10-12 - AUn™* 

B  7P-P  SC&00  47  RPncsck  7-10-12. - - J  Catetf  hw 

9  02)  SHAAGNI  ANA  S?1  J  Smyii-Osi»nie  5-10-12 - 2nd  pnd 

10  4  IE AII0 14 MW* 4-10-12 - JOshome 

11  (HM  TEE  TEE  TOO  17  A  Cans!  4-10-12 - JRMRdb 

12  0090  TOMS  BB»SCH34_«nwa  4-10-12 - Uamy(7) 

13  U535  FENIAN  tWST  15  HlteJAw  5-18-7  .  GnjrLyara 

14  SARLANOHAVES  205F  ftiss  K  Geope  4-10-7 - 2nd  pm 

114  Fineb,  5-1  Te  Ama.  E-1  US  Roundm.  B-1 1  Tate  me.  Ftten  Caul  »gls 
Boat  12-1  tens. 


3.30  BOXING  DAY  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£4,200: 2m)  (9) 


1144  VU9RALEE  29  | 
-211  STASH  THE  T 
211.. 1EI AGAH  14  | 
F-lff  VWDWARDJ 


I  U  Pipe  4-11-13 - - J  Osborn 

F_G,S)  II  Hanramvl  5-11-9  R  Gandy 
;£  Kalmar  4-11-7  — 


103  (BJ)/ASI  P  llldadl  10-11-7 

ALamsdi 

5  4113  RANGTira 28 (ftOCUsifl 5-11-2 - JRtiHI 

0  431  OUT  ON  A  PROtffiE  13  {DR  N  Wafar  4-10-13—  RFwad 
7  2-UD  JBU4A  PUDQLEDUCK 16  fu^)  A  Sbeter  5-1M —  T0W 

B  -210  SUPERMCX  28  {&BF.G&WM*  5-104 - A  Bstss  H 

9  0PP2  SttFlMB  MOON  22  |R  F  Jsten  4-1041 - PHttey  ^ 

5-2  Ydt  Adam.  7-2  Sttsh  The  Cafe  Yobria.  5-1  Rasgrtei.  B-1  On  (W  A 
PfiWBB,  10-1  siwfbng  Mm,  14-1  oMso. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  M  Pipe,  3  wmtra  tarn  9  reraa^.333%,  fl  Lee.  3  (nun 
14.21.4%.  OflJyertfco. 

JOCKEYS:  JOAome,  10  rtnsshm  23  rifles,’  43^%. 


□  A  further  two  all-weather  meetings  have 
beat  added  to  the  week’s  programme  as  the 
British  Horseradng  Board  seeks  to  beat  a 
spate  of  potential  abandonments.  The  extra 
fixtures  are  at  Southwell  tomorrow  and 
Wolverhampton  on  Saturday.  There  are  now 
three  consecutive  altwealher  race  meetings 
over  the  Christmas  period. 


hMkSl 


•muNoeREn 
1.05  Melstock  Maggie.  1.35  Khatir.  2.05  Kadastrof. 
2.35  Raven's  Roost  3.05  Ardent  Love.  3.35  Allow. 


GOING:  GOOD  (7.30AM  INSPECTION) 


1.05  GOOSE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,962: 2m  31 11  Oyd)  (16  runners} 

1  -113  MHSTDCX MEG8E  15 (S) Mrs JPttitsi 6-114).  SHOOK (3) 

2  14  ARCTIC  TRIUMPH  31{G) M Bteflmi &-10-12  .  LH«W 

3  2V  CARROIS E84R® Ws A «nflTO-IM2  -  INOUcPteam 

4  C0WTFrrL£WO16IF(V)MPw»  5-18-12 .  DWted 

5  5-24  DBiMM  MX  24  C  Uni  6-10-12 .  2nd  prat 

6  4-22  fW SR  19 (0F)  1  Ttonson Jones 410-12 _ DLitey 

7  00  LOOK BI1WMRR0H 84 NTteloiwOWB 5-10-12  CUoasWn 

B  <00  MHGAY  ZB  GntanRtdanb  5-10-12  . J  Pita  ft 

9  13/3-  PflOfESSQR  PAGE  404  TTtooBoq^ne:  6-10-1 2  EKntandp) 

10  3-40  SPRING  DOUBLE  Z4  fE|  W  Tataon-Ome  5-10-1?  CUewlyn 

11  6  STDRUYFAtfWEATVER  38  N  Hteidersan  4-10-12  - _  - 

12  Z8  IRBTRMrSBIABE 26 (BF1 H Hootew 5-10-12  IBCVIoon (5) 

13.  0F4  ARUB0 36 J  Nmm 8-10-7 - - 

14  «W  LlLYTl€FU.YaUoB«inig  5-10-7. .  PlfcLoqMi 

15  30-0  U)W  THE  RLl£S  82  (BF)  D  tatebo*  4-10-7.  Ur  R  Ttaten  (5) 

16  3  SUPP0WraWWGMTuB» 4-10-7 _ JPWtefl) 

94  Country  low.  4-1  LM  The  Bub.  5-1  Rno  S*.  Indram  s  brngr.  6-1 
MofetaAlfcgfc  10-1  Scrag  Quite  12-1  often 


1  .35  MINCE  PIE  SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,290: 3m  2IU9) 

1  0M  WWIEBONKET  31  {BSlCEvrtu  6-12-0 - C  Ltateyn 

2  -623  0UCT  MS1RE5S  7  (B£l  WBelbeB  6-11-11  Hi  fl  Tbonton  (5) 

3  044  KHAra6(V/a,S)UPioe5-11-a . .  .  DWateh 

4  -053  S7RKE-A-P05E  10 jS)BLMnUyn 6-11-6  UiJLUe«rt*n 

5  2231  DRAGCMK!  29  (HS)  D  BcnM  6-11-2  .  D  JBorCWl 

G  200-  CHUY LAD 23FR Jutes 5-11-1  .  ...  E Htetrad (3) 
7  0090  MY  SHENANDOAH  8  (BF)  H  Otar  5-10-12..  .  Jaaju  Oft™ 

6  0350  AWESTRUCK  17  (B)  B  Hreece  6-10-1 . .  - G  Hotel  p) 

9  PPP-  STRATTON  RYER  244  ht  HUM  6-104 . .  LHaiwy 

5-2  mgannEL  4-1  QuW  Matass.  92  ten.  5-1  iMebmte  B-1  5We-A- 
fteu.  My  Stenandotfi  10-1  CMt  Lte  16-1 


2.05  PLUM  PUDDING  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3,177: 2m)  (9) 

1  4344  DECYB0RG 8 U ftp* 5-11-5 . DWaWi 

2  2PPI  CAPTAH  ST0CKFOR0  6  (CDS)  P  Wepiwn  B-11-5 

DJItaoutfifS) 

3  /DPS  ARABIAN  BOLD  3  {FAS)  R  Judes  8-10-12 . .  EHustendpl 

4  0G6P  BJGH  DAMELS  55  (V.G)  B  Pieece  8-10-12  t*AWMfe(7) 

5  44F  CEMAGB  51  JWFianiey  9-10-12 .  L  Haney 

E  50-2  KADASTROF 12  IS)  R  Dten  6-10-12  ..  _  - - D  Leahy 


94  SpeaMI  prtwe.  4-1  KatetaL  94  Decyteo.  5-1  Capon  SBctert.  7-1 
Ataten  Bah).  Kuo's  Ciosi.  18-1  Puta*  Cawtei.  20-i  uben. 


2.35  BLANDFORD  BETTING  NOVICES  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2,854:  2m  If)  (14) 

1  30-T  NKGARA  SOUND  BBBPiko  5-11-11...  Mi  R  Ttamon  |3) 

2  51  SHOWSHU. SHAKBl  1006 N Tietat-Lam 7-11-9.  CUmtei 

3  446  LEWM JANBE 28 P Rtctens 5-11-7 - Sta 

4  630-  HOWOIA  RNHI K?  P  Oopofc^tei  4-114 . . 

5  4133  ALHAPA 56 ELFlRtfataB 4-11-6  - TOucmtete 

6  FW3  G0UKTRY IM51REL B5Duch 5-11-0 - CR»ft 

7  1525  RAlBfS  ROOST 20 (CDLBFi)  G Jana 5-11-0.  -  PUeLuta* 

8  -^SS  5AAF1 37  RBtel  5-10-13  . . DUeby 

9  3502  THE  DEACONESS  20  Ite  A  Kins  9-1M -  Ur  0  UcPIfll  (71 

10  2323  18)  POTlflDN  28  R  BraOerai  7-10-5  _ L  Marwy 

11  -POD  ROYAL  BUNT  20  H  tapes  7-10-3  - 6  Haora  (3) 

12  54)1  SMIEY  FACE  8  fl  Hodges  4-10-3 . .  DJBuntel 

13  -000  Tiff  BREWS)  20  J  Tua  4-10-3 . D  J  Kranapb  <5j 

14  -004  STORM TIGH)  19 S Mete 5-104) . . Ertetaidp) 

4-1  Ram's  Roost.  5-1 16  PogWHon.  6-1  Canary  BCnsBre).  7-1  tagara  Somd. 
SnOKfcfll  Sate.  8-1  tern  ten.  HM  often 


3.05  TOTE  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,794: 3m  11 110yd)  (15) 


1  51-3  LUGS  BRAIMGAN14  ff)  MMte  7-11-10  ..  L  Haney 

2  #6  ARDENT  LOVE  ID  0  NkMua  7-11-6 _ I*  R  Ttandon  (5) 

3  2S4P  UK'S  SaiMG  2D  ff.lS}  H  fflw  9-11-1  ...  2ndprri 

4  0-51  CERBWOI 20  |CQ^ T 6reteead 6-11-1.  —  -  DWta 

5  me  Tie  WHOLE  HOG  20  7-11-0  —  UrRWaUey(7] 

6  Uf-3  JUST  ONE  CANALETT0 17  {COAS)  N  tatai-Oate  8-11-0 

CUeatte 

7  364-  BARA'S  COURSE  210  (F)  Uru  PMOk  7-10-10  K  Wdte  ft 

B  0462  COOL  CHARACTB)  14  (S)  R  Bulk.  B-104  .  flhogao  (3) 

9  3P4*  OVER  DE  WRBte  27  J  Needern  9-10-fl  _  .  - 

ID  -DPP  KMTS  CQUHTB)  9  (V)  5 MeBot  7-10-3  ....  E  Husband  (3) 

11  OM  B0NMFB) 24 M Wftnsui  7-10-3  ..  —  TJO^tevan 

12  0002  BOSH PB«V  10 T Mute 9-10-3 .  PMdaidte 

13  UP33  CARWAL  RULE  29  Us V  UCttara.  7-10-2  ..  DJKamagb 

14  5frf  RBI  SHLLMG 16  D  WHanB  7-104)  .  .  ..  M  Carte 

15  AS  ABSOATUU 20 (FJ3)JPaftt 9-lM - DJButteB 

9-2  Lugs  Bnutagfi  5-1  Ante*  Lon,  6-1  Central.  7-1  As  One  Castam.  B-1 
The  Whole  H09.  Cod  Ctaaoba.  10-1  Bondu  IMofteo. 


3.35  HUGffiS  CATMIS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3,282: 2m  3f  110yd)  (11) 

I  -IS  NORDIC  BRHZE  50  (BjafflUP^e  4-11-12 - DM 

7  -W2  RAMSffiG 41 18F.G) M ItetantMes 4-il-ID .  CDmcfen 

3  0F33  HfURDETAL 9 (F.G) WGUlunu 5-11-9  JPowtrft 

4  5141  ALLOW  27  (DiLS)  B  LttMOpi  5-11-3. _ 0  J  Kavarogh  |5| 

5  -PS3  0ALY  SPORT  BRL 10  (F.&S)  8  Llewflyn  7-11-0 

UrJLUaMfiyn 

G  52S5  5MAN STRHT U C Uam 5-10-7 —  ..  JUagae(3} 

7  1  ZESTl  22  (E)  T  D«nw  4-104 - L  Haney 

8  454  WSMUNT  1UU.Y  15 (SlCJaUrai  11-104.  HnSJatasoi 

9  0203  BRKHT 5APPHRE 3 0 BuuteB lO-iO-O  DJBunMft 

10  0336  BATTVS  BLAR0  48  ff  AS)  B  Fleece  7-10-0  -  J  Mooted  (7) 

11  3450  AUVILAR 36 (V/£il) J PtoW G-IIH) .  .  .  DJBmOafl 

7- 2  ADna.  4-1  Rantoac,  5-1  Han&e  Bnaze,  6-1  5wi  2rtet  7-1  Ftair  De  U 

8- 1  ZestL  10-1  Rn^d  Sappnra.  i2-l  often. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRANERS:  N  Hantaun.  14  waiMR  hm  3>  nraefi,  5041%.  C 
Mam.  3  hm  6.  SDK:  U  Hps.  34  fan  104.  32.71;  H  T«ten- 
Dsttes.  7T  Iran  B9. 30  Jb  0  Mdataui.  ia  tan  3S,  Sfit 
JOCKEYS:  C  LtadhM,  18  rtners  from  £8  rktei  779%.  P 
ifcuwgftfci,  G  tan  41.  0  J  BuickB.  6  hm  44. 131!%:  I 

Daomfie,  4  tan  37,  IDJK.  Only  qualifai. 


THUNDERER 

12.10  Good  Hand.  12.40  Tribune.  1.10  Brighter 
Shade.  1.40  Longcroft  2.10  Twin  Stales.  2.40 
Weaver  George.  3.10  EurotwisL 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (7.3QAM  INSPECTION) 


12.10  STANLEY  RACING  GOLDEN  NUMBERS 
SERIES  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Div  I:  £1 ,953: 3m  3f  1 1 0yd  (10  runners) 

1  11  GOOD  HAND  66F  (FJSKrtcwfl  10-11-12 _ G  Las  (3) 

2  0-22  BAKR23F  |BR  Mrs  A  Swnfaant  7-iO-iZ - JSappte 

3  0051  BARNSTORMS)  17  (BJ.G)  E  0M!  10-10-12_  G  F  Rjte  (5)' 

4  «P  CHARLVB  irWCUteraMn  6-10-12 _ •?  l-ftkfineinTP 

5  -340  ML  FACTOR  28  Mra  M  Itadey  6-10-12- _ SOM 

6  3  BW 16 TTte 4-10-12 . . RlfcCanhy<7) 

7  2F2-  KH6  FLY 236P Mrs  Sate ftanar-Hirta* 6-10-12. ...  MFouer 

B  (»■  COVER'S  MATE  356  P  Dent  6- 10-12 _ ...  NSitei 

9  400  POCAIREGAOTHE  23  MWStnirv  6-10-12 —  MUoionty 

10  /V0  W000STDCK  LODGE  15  V  Thompson  8-TCM2  Ur  H  Thwnpsori 
5-2  Good  Hand.  7-2  Bn.  6-1  BaffiMmer.  Bate.  CM  Facte.  8-1  King  fly.  16-1 
cites 


12.40  UNION  HAIL-SIENNA  STUD  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2.495: 2m  51 110yd)  {9} 


i 


37  JOHNNY'S  TURN  677P  | 
MF  SUDDEN  3PM  Bf 


LS)  J  Norton  1 1-11-13  ..  Mr  N  Kara 
J  Norton  b-1 14 - 2nd  pnd 


3  (VI  TRBUNE 56 (CD.F.6]  C Ttanttn 5-10-12 - MFosar 

4  04)1  T1RMEI  8  fS£)  UR  A  StmteA  5-10-11  (7bi) _ J  Site* 

5  1-30  BARTON  iftGHTS  ID  (FG)ttiMIMN  4-104 

C  McCamBcK  (7) 

6  752  UAfCTTIA  IBfCDJ.G)  Mrs  M  Rowfey  7-10-7  _  G  Card 

7  -606  tUQDtt  CAPER  B  1  nauon  4-1D4) .  .  .  KfcsRCUX[7) 

6  2U4*  WORLD  DWTHOUT  END  16  (0^)  U  Soratey  7-1041 

MftUonqr 

9  0-00  SN  PATH  8  N  Bytroa  7-10-0...  -  _ _ -  _ 0  Pnara 

3-1  Abnete.  7-2  Trinre.  4-1  Sufckn  Spte  9-?  Bate  Heagte  6-1  lira?!,  7-1 
Johnny's  Turn.  14-1  Cudkn  Capra.  20-1  often. 


1  .1  0  DURHAM  INNS  LTD  MAIDEN  CHASE 

(£3.309:  2m  5f)  (13) 

1  260F  ARBTD0EMU5  24  MQLUatfcdJ  7-11-10.  -  .  M  Fnsur 

2  16  BR1GHTB)  SHADE  45  (F)  JAl  M  Revrty  G-H-10  ...  G  CaMft 

3  P004  CLONROCW  LUCKY  8  J  Bade  6-11-10  ..  .  KJuneu 

4  PP4)  dMUffllYlOV Damps* 7-11-10  _  ..  Kh U Tlmnanui 

5  PP4)  DESPB1ATE  DAYS  15  F  Kkby  7-11-10  .  .  W  Dnn 

f  S  DRY  HILL  LAO  22  J  Norton  5-IM0 . Wfty 

7  5F53  FAIR  ALLY  7  W  Sorasby  t-il-10  .  —  M  Motanay 

8  114-  FERN  LEADER  2S0P  |6£|  Mrs  4  SMtaiA  6-11-10.  jSoppfe 

9  !?!  MOST  HSU  220P  B  Otte&n  B-11-1B  .  .  .  TRnd 

70  D0-5  N00SA  SOUND  15  L  L*ip  5-M-10  .  .  .  2ndpnH 

11  U2fT  ROYAL  HAND  TBfcmson  6-11-10..  MrRAnnson 

12  SAHTTY FACTOR  J  Howard  Jthnsatfl-1 1-10  .  .  GFRyanffl 

13  0410  SELDOM  BUT  SEVERE  26  E  Sum  6-n-IO  —  E  Cabohan  (3) 
94  Bnglte  Shade.  4-1  Dry  Vfflt  lad.  9-2  Satetv  Fun.  6-1  Fran  leads.  12-1 
Mos  Rch.  16-1  Fan  Any.  Royal  hard.  2D-1  often 


1 .40  STANLEY  RACING  GOLDEN  NUMBBJS 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (Div  H:  £1 ,935:  3m  3f  110yd)  (9) 

1  S1-0  DAISY  DAYS  15  {&£)  J  Hwam  Jotcsm  6-11-0  _  SCaM 

2  15  LONGCRCfT  96F  (HF.GJ  S  KanteRR  4-114) _  G  Lae  (3) 

3  040  ADC  15  (S)  GIAam  6-10-12 _ _  Shfattrft  (7) 

4  004  RSH  BUZZ  16  Un  A  tefttat  4-10-12.  -  Ur  Chris  Man 

5  5JP  UAH'S  LOSS  10  J  Partes  7-10-12  _  .  E  UBghan  (3) 

6  8-24  MOVE  UAH  43  J  Inner  4-10-1?  _  . . Why 

7  P500  RUBER  IS  (F£.S)  R  Thomson  9-10-12 .  ..  _  TReed 

8  P0  DEAR  JEAN  29  (SiMSwrcDy  6-10-7 . ItesPRo&MI 

9  IV  KNOCKR0GH  CROSS  1D68  9  Rateen  7-lOT  C  UcConnack  f7) 
5-2  longeron  11-4  Dssy  Days.  7-2  Adtti.  9-2  Mote  Man.  12-1  ohm 

2.1  0  NORTH  YORKSHIRE  BREWING  COMPANY 
BORO  BEST  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3,488: 3m  30  (9) 

.1  -P8S.SDN  Of  IDS  16  (CJBFJjG)  Un  u  Ranley  B-1  MO.  NSndlii 

2  '  -SFF  HMRCHWDUD  7  fGj)  N  Oamhotem  9-11-10 - TRaad 

3  PWKfwn  States  22  icd/g^)  j  Tnmo  7-11-10 . w  fty 

4  2-UU4M0BWl6UnA5toM»*6-U-4. _ I4r  Ows  Wftson 

5  13P4  J0BKE 6  KDfS\  8  B8un  8-1 1  -0 . BCaM 

6  1-P6  HURRK^AfCREW  20  (F.GS)J  Mom  8-10-12  AtNWkMi 

7  8-36  lONGSSBWON  16 PBkuiM 7-10-4  ...  ECatoflhanlS) 

8  5U41  DAWN  LAD  16  JC,G]  I4n  A  SntenL  7-1D-1 _ J  Sappto 

9  5-PP  SNOOK P0WT 6(690 Late 9-10-1 . . JBrate 

3-1  Dean  lad.  4-1  Ktep  Senoon.  5-1  OwWy.  6-1  Sen  Qt  tas.  Iteteood. 
Jmfea.  10-1  nften. 

2.40  RENT  ROLL  CUP  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2.900: 2m  110yd)  (6) 

1  -Ml  WEAVER  GEORGE  16  [CD/.G)  W  Starry  6-124)  _  M  Mrionry 

2  2413  FULL  OtaAISE  22  (COJF/^)  P  Calm  8-1M3 _ T  Reed 

3  5«  COVB) PONT lOftS) JFfcawM 5-11 -J .  INDwan 

4  3U23  VAL  DE  RAMA  33  1 -  - 

5  4P3- 

6  0-60 

2-1  (tram  Eerage.  5-2  Cora  Ml  4-1  Fell  O'Plate.  Vaf  Da  ten.  8-i  often 


VAL  DE  RAMA  33  JCJ.G)  Depn  Sidli  7-11  -1  _.  State 

CULL  WM0  345  (r.IRN  Byrasl  7-10-13 - J  Suppto 

SlireH  SANDY  29  (D.S)  F  Watoi  9-10-9 .  KJohnson 


3.1 0  HALLEARTH  MANOR  HOTEL  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2,268: 2m  II)  (10) 

1  IK  DUAL  IMAGE  10  ffj6jS)  J Ffcoeold 912-0 - WOwn 

2  P-S3  EUROHMST  26  (CDA3)  5  Rteeite  7-11-12.  .  BLm(3) 

3  1521  flENTH)RERTff.6^)FMia1a8li4-1l-l0f7ai)  ECaBadaiP) 

4  135-  EUR0UNK  THE  REBEL  213  ff)S  dart,  4-11-fl  ItaRQartm 

5  M2  DUKE  Iff  PERTH  8  (6)J  terad  Jahrai  5-10-12  6  F  Ryan  (51 
G  10-4  GYUCRAKDGER 40 jF.Gl G Holmes 6-10-11 .  ...  TReed 

7  05-P  GALLARDN  27  (D.6)  B  Roftnll  7-10-8 . J  Seuda 

8  1421  6LBAIALLY 20  ffi)  B Many  5-10-6 . Uflxte 

9  2-33  IOE  COMES  FBffiff  6  W  Star?  4-1D-6 _ UMataney 

10  10  MAPLE  BAY  S  B  ESsen  7-104) _  G  bn 

W  ter  Tram,  9-2  Dee  Comas  Hate.  5-1  EunteH  Duta  01  Perft.  7-1 
Gyracnk  Tiger .  Oencty.  8-1  Dial  Image.  10-1  often. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  Mr?  M  Amin.  70  *lrws  tan  239  ruonen.  29.3%.  T 
Tale.  6  tan  21. 28.6%;  C  Immam.  G  wm  23. 26.1  V  J  Fifiqeraid.  13 
tan  5i.  25  5%.  P  BsunonL  17  tan  86. 19  8% 

JOCKEYS:  G  Lj».  9  men  tan  39  rides.  23 1%.  J  Supple.  12  tan 
73. 1641.  N  Smft.  13  tan  93. 14  m.  T  Reed.  12  tan  92. 13.0%. 
S  Grata).  3  tan  23. 1301.  M  Fate.  3  tan  23. 1101. 


HUNTINGDON 


THUNDERER 

12^0  Wisley  Wonder.  1.00  Toi 
HBI.  2.00  R )rfn 
Skycab. 


g  Gunner.  2.3cT^3coresheel.  3^0 


GOING:  GOOD  (7.30AIM  INSPECTION) 


12.30  CHRISTMAS  TIDE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.560: 2m  41 1 10yd)  (9  nmnars) 

1  1211  M1STB)  DRUM  20  (CD.F.GJS)  II  WiMmai  7-11-12 .  2nd  pel 

2  34-4  FUPPANCE 2D NGaseier 6-10-12 . —  WManaon 

3  2-43  HAIMnn  MUSIC  17  (G)  Mn  A  Pans  B-1B-12..  QGtejtfya 

4  F-P2  JAC  DEL  PffiNCE  29  P  Ntdnfis  B-10-12 . .  —  1  Lawrence 

5  4U  JOLLY  BOAT  6  (F.G^)  F  Jordan  9-1D-12 . L  Aspel  Ol 

6  040-  KAMKAZE  221F  (B.G)  K teley 6-10-12  .  - ATtatton 

7  D4H  5AFEGLDE  B  J  Gdtonl  C-10-12 . Prtde 

B  5-2F  THE  SHY  PADRE  15  IteJPtomMO-lZ  .  .  2nd  ere! 
9  U432  YMSLEYYWWOEP  19ftBFJJLS)N  IweanivDanes 6-10-12 

DBAdpnte 

i  J  WisJey  Wtantt.  5-1  HudMS  Munr.  7-1  Jac  Del  tea.  10-1  Konaara. 
Fkppantr.  12- 1  ofters. 


1 .00  CHRISTMAS  BOX  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,213: 2m  51110yd)  (10) 

1  -664  MATERS  17  (CJI/&S)  N  Callaghan  9-124)  -  R  Massey  (3) 

2  CV1  TRBWt  56  (DJ,6)  C  Itadar  5-12-0 — .  2nd  prof 

3  ri5-  TWSAWYER349(F^1lfaSWfl-11-13....  ATlajrnWi 

4  13-0  CAW0  21 IDW51 M  Banb  lD-11-11 - -  I  Lamnce 

&  640-  BONTOBffl  282  (F>  Mra  J  Ptnan  HI -9 - W  Manta 

6  12P4  RRST  CRACK  22  ICD/^S]  F  Jordan  n-11-4._.  LAspM(3) 

7  044)  TFttSTAJrS COMET 200 (tS) J L Hams 9-UW3  DGataghsi 

B  -330  KATBALL0U 14  A  Wingnm  7-104) ..  .  Aral  StoM 

9  toU  Tl£  WEATHERMAN  38  A  Jessup  8-104)..  .  JR  KavarogB 

10  ffU  SCMMW  BAY  30  DBreneft  Bate  8-1041 . A  flams  (5) 

3-1  Tasl  OaO.  7-2  Topsaeyn.  4-1  Manea  6-1  BoyHaid.  M  Canto.  8-1 
Kafligilteu.  ID-1  Tnstzn's  Gomel.  12-1  oftrai 


1 .30  BEDFORD  LODGE  HOTEL  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,264. 3m)  (12) 

1  ;341  YEOMAN  WNffiUR  13  (SI  R  Start  9-11-10...  D  IJSufcan 

2  251-  CANTORIS  FRAIEf)  383  (FJ)  Mrs  JPtew  9-11-9  W  Marten 

3  MV  0ARRBJ  THE  BRAVE  6W  (051  C  Broote  8-11-8.  D&togKr 

4  -214  SOLO  GENT  14  {CftF.&S)  A  Jonas  7-11-3  .  .  Dfite0mdra 

5  6433  H0USH1W  22  (FAS)  WJmta  10-11-2 —  Mr  ft  Burton  f7| 

6  1ft-  TFaBALRUia 41$ n>J£S)DMdan  11-10-12.  ..  ..  - 

7  2521  SUGAR  HU  16  tCOS)  _  PMde 

8  3-12  EASTERN RNER 24 IBF.G.S] T fonw  1D-1IW  AThanta 

9  <4Q  RUBHS B0Y19 (F) NBblenD-lO-2-  .  DRm»oun(7) 

10  21-5  PAKTLUN3 r£3)/l F tedan HUM  -  LAspadt3) 

11  6211  CALL  ME  HVER  M  (D.6)  P  Hedger  6-l£W  .  ...  Uarance 

12  844)  MGHT  FANCYG  Us  A  IRntae  8-104)  .  .  JRKjvamgh 
7-2  Mile  Iter.  92  Cartons  Fraler.  5-1  Sugar  HUHL  6-1  Sdo  tod.  7-1  Easem 
tea,  8-1  Damn  Th»  Brae.  10-1  ntars. 


2.00  FESTIVE  SPIRIT  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£2,740: 3m  20  (11) 

1  -212  FLVMG  GUNNER  34  IBF.S)  D  Mctnfta  5  -11-5  R  Massey  (3) 

2  0-21  SALMON  BRE£2£  33  ff.G)  M  Heuteacn  5-11-5  JRKaWagrt 

3  30-8  BANK  AVENUE  10  Mrs  J  PtoTBO  5-1D-12-.  .  WMafSJon 

4  50  BURF0RDS  F(K  SCRAP  24  R  D*ton  4-10-12  .  X  Atzponi  (7) 

5  004s  CLASSIC  JESTER  190  R  CtanfHon  5-10-12  -  Ptt 

6  6060  MONTECOT  75  5  Ueta  7-10-12 . N  Mam 

7  J1-0  NORTHERN  STAR  19  IF)  J  M*nfl  5-10-12  .  2nd  |rt 

8  840  SAMM0REU0  19  N  Tm9m4)ams  5-10-12  .  .  D  BrtdgvraSf 

3  2  KtJRBELL  17  (F.6.S)  P  ItehuU?  7-10-7  ..  L  Cwnmte  (7) 

ID  0-33  LADY  HKH  SHEW?  30  T  Fondra  6-10-7  Ml  C  HIM  Human 

11  0-03  PAVLOVA  22  A  Rm*  6-10-7 .  — -  □  OrSaBm 

2-1  Kartell.  3-1  Flying  Sore.  7-2  SNmoo  Braes.  B-i  Smrcnfla.  Ban  Annua. 
10-1  Paten.  12-1  Lady  Hrft  Shra*.  14-1  often 

2.30  BOXING  DAY  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2,868  2m  IIDyd)  (6) 

1  P4?  MONDAY  CUJB  28  (D/.OSJjrudrlMMI.  ...  SlfcNd 

2  -P4Z  C&WPOER  a  (DJXa  J STOft-OSKCu*  t2-11H  WHhSUD 

3  1243  CRAFTY CHAPLAM  10  |D^AS)  D  U£*i  10-11-6 

4  ^-1  SCOHESFEET 31  (ILF.GI  J  Cttyd 6-11-4  _  . 

5  MSP  SHREWD  JOHN  44  (C0/.G)  Mbs  K  Gaorga  10-11-2 

JRKavanagh 

B  43-3  DANTFSVEW  8  IF)  P  Hedger  e-11-2_.  ..  D  (TSuRnn 
5-4  Serrateel.  5-2  tade’s  Vnv.S-l  Cafly  Dapta*i.6-t  Oonarno.  14-1  StaM 
Mn 


3.00  MISTLETOE  STANDARD  OPEN  NATIONAL 
HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1,508: 2m  110yd)  (17) 


41-  DUBLW  FRHXJY  31 5  (DilttssYWifteW  5-11-11  Altanton 
1  TT€ LADY CAPTAN 20(G)  0 Hun 4-11-6  .D&SagAer 
KTW VAN MnDHtea 4-11-4  .  . 

0-  lUDCTS  0RQ1ESTRA  MO  M  Carspfflfl  5-1 1 -4 . 

MAJESTIC  AffAW  N  Hendaian  4-1 M.  ... 

MU/U1AF  Mrs  A  UteteiM  4-11-4 . 

244-  UY6USTER 262 IfeSKdr 4-11-4  ...  _  , 

SHE  ME  CHuDtanl  4-11-4 _  . 

SKYCAB  JSIBord  4-11-4 _  . 

WRSH  ASSET  KMAngRM  5-11-4  . 

WISLEY  WARRIOR  N  laitsion-Oaws  5-11-4 . . 

0  AOTSOTWlbAHteS-Itt-lS  .  - 

ARTC  IffADOW  A  Jaaog  5-10-13. 

HOT  1 *  SAUCY  A  Janes  4-10-13 . - 

LUCRATIVE  PEW  19  Uta  C  Carat  4-10-13 


R  Massey  I 
-  L  Aspeifl) 
JRKaongh 

Vp  Midgtey 
N  Roaster  f7) 
.  Prtde 
_  .  JRysi 
DBrktgwter 
DO'SoSvan 

Lamnce 


M  MAGGE  STRAIT  8  IBs  A  King  4-10-13.  .  .  LGunnttslTl 
0  SWEET  MOUNT  19  N  TiisM-tow  4-10-13  .  LSuhHnft 


3-1  VAsteyWantt  ?-2  CW4f,  5-1  ttajCK  Ata.  6-1  SAyoL,  tty  Bush 

8-1  The  Lady  Capon.  10-1  SOfe  Me.  12-1  often. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAHERS:  K  Bdey.  21  rameis  hm  59  rramis.  35  fit;  N 
Henrtan.  10  tan  37. 27  0%.  D  NidBbon.  12  tan  50  24iK;  f 
Ja&L  3  tan  13. 23 1%  J  Start.  16  tan  ?a  22A.  Us  J  Pitan. 
8  tan  36. 222%.  N  CaHaohan.  3  tan  14. 21 «. 

JOCKETS:  P  Wt.  17  ttnes  tan  55  rafts,  am,  L  AspdL  5  tan 
19.  W  Marten.  ID  tan  50. 20  W.  A  Rfindon,  6  Iran  34 
176%.  J  TWey.  <  tan  23. 17.4%;  S  McNeil  9  tan  52. 17J1,  j 
Ryen,  7  tan  41. 17 1% 
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AMERICAN  FOOTBALL:  SEASON  RECORD  FOR  RICE  HELPS  TO  PUT  SAN  FRANCISCO  IN  MOOD  FOR  PLAY-OFFS 


Young  leads 
charge  as 
49ers  rout 
Detroit 


LOUOB4ATTBS 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


SAN  Francisco  49ers.  their 
place  in  the  play-offs  already 
secure  for  the  thirteenth  rime 
in  14  years,  completed  the 
National  Football  League 
(NFL)  regular  season  with  a 
24-14  victory  over  Detroit 
Lions. 

The  49ers  had  already  been 
guaranteed  their  post-season 
place  when  Carolina  Panthers 
claimed  the  National  Football 
Conference  West  division  title, 
and  they  wanned  up  for  their 
wild-card  match  at  home  to 
Philadelphia  Eagles  with  a 
straightforward  victory  on 
Monday  night  that  will  be  best 
remembered  by  the  three  play¬ 
ers  who  reached  individual 
landmarks. 

Steve  Young,  the  49ers 
quarterback,  won  another 
passing  tide  and  Jerry  Rice, 
his  team-mate,  finished  with 
the  NFL  season's  record  for 
receptions  before  they  took  the 
rest  of  the  night  off  and 
watched  Barry  Sanders,  the 
Detroit  running  bade,  win  his 
third  rushing  championship. 

Young,  who  played  for  the 
first  half  only,  threw  for  two 
touchdowns  as  Rice  hung  on 
to  beat  Herman  Moore,  his 
Detroit  counterpart,  for  the 
reception  tide. 

Sanders  ran  for  175  yards, 
including  a  54-yard  touch¬ 
down,  to  finish  with  1.553 
yards  for  rite  season,  overtak¬ 
ing  Terrell  Davis,  of  Denver 
Broncos,  who  recorded  1.538. 
It  was  Sanders’s  third 
successive  season  with  at  least 
1,500  rushing  yards  —  the  first 
tune  that  has  been  achieved  in 
NFL  history. 

Young  completed  11  of  14 
passes  for  96  yards  and  one- 
yard  touchdowns  to  Ted 
Pnpsott  and  Derek  Loville. 


Young  finished  with  a  passing 
rating  of  97 Z  heating  Brett 
Favre.  of  Green  Bay  Packers 
(95.8),  for  his  fifth  title  in  six 
years.  Rice  had  five  catches  for 
49  yards  to  boost  his  total  to 
108,  two  more  than  Moore, 
who  had  eight  receptions  to 
finish  with  106. 

San  Francisco  opened  die 
game  impressively,  sacking 
Scott  Mitchell  twee  and  forc¬ 
ing  a  Detroit  punL  Consecu¬ 
tive  completions  of  11  yards  to 
Rice  and  15  yards  to  Brent 
Jones  advanced  the  ball  to  the 
one-yard  line,  and  two  plays 
later  Young  threw  to  Pnpson 
for  a  touchdowrL 

Sanders  levelled  die  score 
on  the  next  series,  but  Young 
regained  the  lead  for  the  49ers 
with  a  scoring  pass  to  Loville. 
The  49ers  maintained  a  14-7 
half-rime  lead  after  a  41-yard 
field  goal  attempt  by  Jason 
Hanson  sailed  wide  in  the 
final  seconds  of  the  second 
quarter. 

Elvis  Grbac  went  on  to  lead 
the  49ers  to  another  score, 
finishing  a  third-quarter  drive 
with  a  six-yard  touchdown  on 
a  quarterback  draw  for  a  21-7 
lead.  Detroit  answered  with 
Mitchell’s  five-yard  scoring 
pass  to  Moore,  but  Jeff  Wil¬ 
kins  made  the  game  safe  for 
the  49ers  with  a  49-yard  field 


Wayne  Fontes.  the  coach,  is 
now  expected  to  be  dismissed 
by  the  Lions,  who  finished 
bottom  of  the  NFC  Central 
division  with  a  5-11  record, 
having  lost  nine  of  their  final 
ten  matches.  If  he  does  go.  it 
would  mean  that  more  than  a 
quarter  of  the  coaches  in  the 
NFL  would  have  lost  their  jobs 
since  the  start  of  the  season. 

The  latest  casualty  is  Mike 


OnonnatL,. 
Houston.  .... 
Balwnoe _ 


I  Denver. 

Kansas  Cfty _ 

Sanf 


Reeves  speaks  out  after  his  dismissal  by  New  York  Giants  saatte .  -  Z'"L 
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Sanders,  of  Ddroi  t,  bursts  away  from  a  tackle  by  the  diving  Bryant  Y  oung  on  his  way  to  setting  a  rushing  record,  despite  defeat  for  the  lions 


White,  who  was  removed  by 
Oakland  Raiders  to  become 
the  fifth  coach  to  lose  his  job  in 
five  days.  White  joined  Dan 
Reeves,  of  New  York  Giants. 
June  Jones,  of  Atlanta  Falcons, 
Rich  Brooks,  of  St  Louis 
Cardinals,  and  Rich  Route, 
who  resigned  as  coach  of  New 
York  Jets.  Earlier  in  the  sea¬ 
son  Dave  Shula  was  dis¬ 
missed  by  Cincinnati  Bengals 
and  Jim  Mora  resigned  from 
New  Orleans  Saints. 

Among  the  possible  replace¬ 
ments  for  White  are  Joe  Bugel, 
the  Raiders’  assistant  head 
coach  for  offence,  and  Dennis 
Green,  who  has  expressed  an 
interest  in  the  job  should  he 
leave  Minnesota  Vikings. 


RESULT  (Monday):  Sen  Francisco  24, 
Detrain  4. 

American  Co  nferanca 
Eastern  dwbton 


Bortato - 

Snsferapofa. 

Mont _ 

MY  Jets  .... 


"  Central  cfvision 
SGreanBay -  13  3 


Chicago- .. 
Tampa  Bay.. 
Dairnit.™-, 


9  7 
7  9 
6  10  271 
5  11  302 


466 

296 

283 


210 

315 

305 

293 

368 


*re*em  cmskjti 

tCsrotn _ 12  A  0  367  218 

SanFirosoo _  12.  A  0  398  2S7 

St  Uaib... _ _  6  10  0  303  400 

Adarta. _  a  13  Q  309  461 

New  Orisons.—. _  3  13  0  229  339 

S  Contoccnce  Utto  fDMdonaltiUe 

PLAY-OFFS;  WUonl  game;  NFC; 
Data  v  Mrnococa,  Son  Rrandsoo  v 
PhSadeipWa.  AFC:  BuBato  v  JoJaonvBe, 
Rtffiburgh  w  tncSanapofa. 


Adams  set 
to  appeal 
over  fine  by 
Derbyshire 

CHRIS  ADAMS,  the  Derby¬ 
shire  batsman,  is  id  appeal 
against  the  county’s  decision 
to  fine  him  after  his  disclo¬ 
sures  of  why  he  wants  to  leave. 
Adams  has  asked  the  Test  and 
.  County  Cricket  Board  to  look 
into  die  matter,  believing  that 
he'has  not  breached  the  terms 
of  his  conttacL 
Adams,  26,  offered  to  pay 
'  around  £50,000  to  be  released 
from  the  remaining  two  years 
of  his  ccctracL  His  ccfier  was 
refused  and  he  was  fined 
£1,000  after  he  had  made 
known  that  he  believes  his 
international  ambitions  would 
be  best  served  with  a  move. 

Boardman  top 

Cyding:  Chris  Boardman,  the 
world  4,000  metres  pursuit 
champion  and  record  holder, 
has  been  voted  sportsman  of 
die  year  by  the  Internationa] 
Association  of  Cyding  Jour¬ 
nalists.  The  Briton  beat  Mi¬ 
guel  Indurftin.  the  Olympic 
time-trial  champion  and  five- 
times  Tour  de  France  winner, 
by  three  votes. 

Lance  Armstrong,  of  die 
United  States,  who  is  fighting 
cancer,  was  third  and  this 
year's  Tour  de  France  winner, 
die  Dane  Bjame  Riis.  fourth. 

Gibbs  comeback 

Rugby  union:  Andrew  Gibbs 
launches  his  international 
comeback  when  he  packs 
down  at  blind-side  flanker  for 
Emerging  Wales  against  the 
USA  Eagles  at  Rodney  Pa¬ 
rade,  Newport,  on  January  1. 
Gibbs  returned  from  the  sum¬ 
mer  tour  to  Australia  as  first- 
choice  No  6  bat  has  been  ill 
this  season.  Nigel  Davies 
leads  aside  that  has  nine  other 
full  internationals. 

McCracken  hope 

Boxing;  Robert  McCracken, 
the  unbeaten  Commonwealth 
middleweight  champion,  has 
had  a  career-saving  back  oper¬ 
ation.  He  has  been  told  to  rest 
for  at  least  six  weeks. 


SWIMMING:  IRELAND'S  TRIPLE  CHAMPION  INTENDS  TO  EXPAND  REPERTOIRE 

Smith  sets  sights  on  switch  for  Sydney 


Smith  on  her  way  to  a  second  place  in  Bordeaux 


MICHELLE  SMrTH,  the  triple  Olym¬ 
pic  gold  medal-winner  from  Ireland,  has 
had  mixed  fortunes  with  a  win  and  a 
defeat  at  a  meeting  in  Bordeaux  ibis 
week,  but  she  still  said  that  she  plans  to 
expand  her  repertoire  for  the  Sydney 
Games  in  2000. 

Smith  won  the  50  metres  freestyle 
final  at  the  Bordeaux  grand  prix 
meeting  on  Monday  in  her  first  outing 
since  she  won  the  three  titles  at  the 
Atlanta  Games  in  August  but  on 


Tuesday  foiled  in  the  200  metres 
individual  medley,  finishing  three  sec¬ 
onds  adrift  of  Martina  Moravcova,  the 
European  champion,  from  Slovakia. 

Smith  said  that  her  dream  was  to 
compete  in  Sydney  in  different  disci¬ 
plines  from  those  in  which  she  won 
three  golds  and  one  bronze  at  Atlanta. 
“My  objective  is  to  return  to  ray  top  form 
to  take  part  in  the  world  championships 
in  the  spring,  but  my  real  goal  is  the 
Olympic  Games  in  Sydney,"  Smith.  26, 


said.  “I'd  like  to  change  distances, 
explore  other  sensations.  I’m  going  to 
give  it  a  go  anyway. 

"The  Olympics  is  the  greatest  I’ve 
taken  up  ray  training  again  and  that’s 
my  life.  Ill  need  another  three  to  four 
months  to  be  at  my  best,  bid  it’s  really 
tough  returning  to  the  pooL" 

Smith  is  flying  to  the  island  of 
Reunion  for  her  next  meeting. 

Results,  page  26 


TENNIS 


Injured  Seles  still 
set  on  Melbourne 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


RACING:  THE  GREY  MONK  AIMS  TO  RESUME  WINNING  WAYS  IN  VALUABLE  WETHERBY  CHASE 


12.30  Henrietta  Howard.  1.00  Minster's  Madam. 
135  Out  Ranting.  2.05  Diamond  Fort  235  Random 
Harvest  3.05  Cast  Of  Thousands.  335  Brambles 
Way. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent 
1230  Henrietta  Howard. 


GOING:  GOOD  13  30AM  INSPECTION) _ 

1 2.30  EBF  TATTHKALLS  (IRELAND)  MARES 
ONLY  NOVICES  CHASE 

fCaalJlier  £5.743’  2m  If  110yd)  (5  runners) 

i  050-  CVL  HE  BLACK  583  M  ►WrnsraJ  7«:C-i:  . ....  - 

1  J-32  OCaeUSiaiGlFaaKrtMC-i:  BGrCanfTj 

3  5-J4  HEWETTA  HOWARD  21  (BF/.RS;  «*?  0  «*<*  6-T3-12  - 

4  «*-  OLD  BETSV238  Ur.  SiirCi€-lQ-i  2 

s  1W  PBMTlVEraHr»fG)  Vr.OHKfK  5-rO-tZ 
ti  Hernia  Hjwtf  Cfcra  L-ne  C£:  Ur  2*3.  2-t  lr,t.  'S-‘ 

1  .00  JACK  AND  GLADYS  COOK  GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY  HURDL£ 

(Selims  hatduzp:  £2,1®!  2m  If  HQydt  (121 

:  <173  JttSTEH'S  UADAM  17 IV  0&I  J  tato  S-T2-G  JA  UcCatty 

2  ;*4»  rHADIK  BOARDS  19  fBfiUfkaS-ri -13  B  Van  in 

:  5Z4*  sea eoow  wcwpraa vii -e  .  wwafflHstn 

<  LSJC-  {WORT STRAW 30G 0 BWflal S-1I-2 -  H&besi 

l  I  KUJIS70N LAW  13 fflJWatm 4-11-1.  ..  .  PJhen 

0  BW  WEATHER  ALERT  2D  (W6l  f  MafiJS1 5- 1 :  -C  .  AS  Swi 
r  -OtP  aWU#DCJR7«3lS«Kl<-lC-i3  HeahrOi 

j  PW>  0fflTA3WAiaLSf7flJJ)WChasnac5-:C-ll  fteBenirt 
?  6433  CWWaFnr  13  Ifcs  L  S±UI  1-13-7  DByne 

‘■-j  30-5  BOLD TOP  13  N)  B Mwrt  4-13*  -  .  BGraaalT) 

!*  OPS  DARWCmK»J&ntf,5-V«  -  V0o=: 

:-  CPP3  WKBLANDS  9JESSYS  P  Aritfai  MG-5  RBetai 

4-:  Usy? ;  i*djn.  J-2  Sm  Sod.  M  Tiw:  The  Ess*  tT-2  LW 
{-■  jester  Cat  9-;  Ujf*t3rwl  ifl-i  Smtw  1I-:  afer- 

1 .35  ROSaAND  GROUP  HLVWffPDN  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£4,835: 2m  31110yd)  (15  runners) 

1  6G1  J>JHGU  BWE  T1S5F  (5)  K  UcrB*  1MK 
t  2»:i  03 RWK 14 (Of ASJ U ftea 441-tt - . -  8 Moor* i 
?  tvs  QJ3BCWl6lC.S)Kto3anS-1M3 - -  AS&Rft 

<  3<n  awemniMcuxat-v-t .  jitoptro 

*  3232  USD UaWKRCBJW  10  (Q.GU MBot&o 
6  *112  ROSBCaAHtZJB  (BF.f)  tins  V  WJSarc  <-U-Z  ■  PRwo 

3AE»  tWALBIAG£1IIffrkSlJKjoeaj9-U-0 . 

£  US-  CM  CAS CHA3LE  fiF  (CJ.C3  J  Peace  S-KM2  •  .  VSn© 

9  -M2  HAU15A 22 (Si UAmrmC 4-15-13.  . .  Mprf 

i:  STMSF0Ama(CQfaMojAErf»w=3'1C-i:  JB»» 

m  6-7  SiCQc5  SW  B  j  Nartsr  6-10-2  .  B  Gator  Fi 
i?  MWtt£1t2«ltkS)URtt»«S-lt7  .  .  OBun* 
8P-  UAX»VAAn62S(S)  JG^crS-lC-l  71  Martey 

a  3-14  rO«GSAaCAL5Bff)JUjiw<-IM  ..  DMora 

-5  0W  WSTAKSMMET 200(2,6.51  i\- MC 3  - 
2-i  ft;  ea*.i;  ►rccrcr.  5-i  tan ns,  *-i  Laa  jfcMbmujn  S-l 

£*<  C*i  !C-1  Cun?  Sjrrar-  14-:  jmc  Arfe.  Wa, 

Ujk  cS  *.6-*  -Zv. 


MARKET RASEN 

2.05  CLU6ST0N  GROUP  LINCOLNSHIRE  I 

NATIONAL  (Handicap  chase:  £10.699: 4m  If)  (13}  1 

WETHERBY  - 

Vis. 


F-51  SEVBI  TOWERS  24 (G.SJ  W:  U  7-:'-<  .  PS«* 

VP4  URAKUS  COU3PGE5  5  (G.Sl  J  r/r?nA  I5-11-!  tfftjnrar. 

iff-  esomt uan up 247 ois si Ua  j  enn.gr.  r,-;.:  a 

I  TS  ANDRE  (AVAL  31  (C.SI  if  .  J  *  VeCXy 
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1245  Cara  Pcxi  1.15  Golden  Hello.  1.45  Circus 
Line.  2.15  The  Grey  Monk.  2.45  Cumbrian 
Challenge.  3.15  The  Captain's  Wish. 
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2.35  BRUCE  AND  JOE  CARR  MEMORIAL  TROPHY 
NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£4.016  3m  TO  (T  7) 

•  6-24  RANDOM  HARVEST  H  fSr)  «r-.w  (tart-,  T-r.-.r,  ?  Hmc 
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1  2.45  CHRISTMAS  NOVICES  HURDLE 

«2552  It;  ’rr.-.eri: 

‘5  SAiTT2;Di?U:«je;4-11-4  .  .  AOotWI 

:  y.  iaw  *crr :« o  y  >/r.  i  z-ny.  4-1:4  n  Guest 

5  253S  t  1*’  -  *.  MU  ?  Cateny 
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|  1.15  BOROUfiHBRIDGE  NOVICES  CHASE 

j  ■  FIX'  3Zj:Si j5US  uaete  £-11-12  ADecter 
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COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TIMERS:  C  Mam.  4  «rmer>  fen  3  (unctti  44  *Y  k  b*Jbt.  M 
36. 2t  (ran 83. 25 3%  JPe«e  4ft3it 
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3.05  SANDTLANDS  GOLfWG  HOLIDAYS  MAIDEN 
HURDLE  (E2.753. 2m  31  IIGyd)  (16) 
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ST  JOHN  AMBULANCE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

‘3.2: 5  5rri  :7: 


0  "  5-  1  -.V7,  4.114? 


'  ishnt  T-n< 

PGasroi 
AEMtot 
RGtiea 

1MBSQC 
0  Beiry 

-T’r  c-'l3!'-  61  Pi<a-  «■'  ifnrigi  Gae. 


-  ‘-V  CHu/fi  ill  :G  ‘  ;ffe  fc-10-3 

■-  -31 :  -J-X-  S J  12  'DX C,  V  ft  S-H-6  .  R 

•  -ar  zr  /  -ema  4-1  w . I 


2.15 

(n6J38 

i 


ROWLAND  MEYHKX  HANDICAP  CHASE 

3m  If)  (6) 

34-2  XSAM 40 |E£.S) P Basra  11-11-lC - -  JFDtoy 

2  443  3amCNBMtXSt2lCABFA9TEatetr7-11't  RGantBy 
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2.45  SUPBUUSTHl  HANDICAP  CHASE 

{£6.6W:2mAfii0yd)l4) 
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RSanBj 

£4  Le£i  74  Ccrenai  PaCmse.  4-1  Eeteft*.  £-1  Gerani  Reete^ 

3.1 5  BOXING  DAY  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3.007: 2ra  4H10yd)  (11) 
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-  3&G  PUSRSTON  19 IG)  •  Joensci  6-1D-8 _ J  FTSBr 

4  -*ii  saiv  I4WEV  44  I  Laaby  S-lIV?  .  RGsdBlr 

-  2Se  BEAU  MATajJT  T5  tte  M UUt^n 4-:o-s. _ _  MlfcsW 

6  4-R  DON?  HXten  asms  T9  3  Uocn  4-104  -.  (THamtolti 

i  0514  LffBU3Y 29  faWjD  J  lunw 5-TG-3 - ADotMl 

3  -066  REFLEX  HUMS1 19  J  Ucm  5-Ifi-C - RGuust 

3  446F  HOTSWR 3HKT 5 ff) U W EaSSfcf 4-1C-0  _  FCeborr 
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Danoli  returns  to  action 


3.35  CHRISTMAS  SPIRIT  NOVICES  CLAIMING 
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Danoli.  Ireland's  favourite  horse,  attempts 
to  get  his  sieeplechasing  career  back  on  course 
in  the  grade  one  Dennys  Gold  Medal  Chase 
over  an  extended  two  miles  ai  Leopardstown 
this  afternoon  {Our  Irish  Racing  Corres¬ 
pondent  writes/. 

Danoli  foil  at  the  third  on  his  previous 
outing,  the  Drinraore  Chase  at  Fairy  house  on 
December  I.  but  his  trainer.  Tom  Foley,  is 
confident  that  he  has  his  stable  star  in  the  right 
frame  of  mind. 

.  “fVs  for  as  I  am  concerned  the  most 
important  thing  is  that  Danoli  jumps  welL"  he 
said.  “If  ■ we  get  beaten,  even  beaten  a  long  way, 
and  he  jumps  well  III  be  happy  enough, 

“We've  got  plenty  of  schooling  into  tom  since 
he  fdl  at  Faiiy  house  and  he  jumped  well  when 


we  took  him  to  Gowran  Park  on  Friday.  He’s 
well  in  himself* 

Danoli  wifi  face  right  rivals,  including  the 
Arthur  Moore-trained  Jeffefi,  unbeaten  in  his 
last  two  outings,  and  the  English  challenger 
Land  Afar,  trained  by  Paul  Webber. 

At  same  venue  tomorrow,  Moore's  Queen 
Mother  Champion  Chase  winner.  Klainm 
Davis,  tackles  II  rivals,  including  the  Tim 
D reaper-trained  Merry  Gale;  in  the  McCain 
Handicap  Chase. 

Doran’s  Pride  appears  in  the  William 
Neville  Novices’  Chase  over  three  miles  on 
Saturday.  He  impressed  when  beating  See 
More  Business,  trained  by  Paul  Nichols,  to 
win  the  Driomore  Chase  at  Fairybouse,  the 
race  in  which  Danoli  felL 


MONICA  SELES,  four  limes 
the  Australian  Open  champi¬ 
on.  still  expects  to  defend  her 
title  next  month,  even  though 
a  broken  finger  has  forced  her 
to  pull  out  of  an  earlier  event 
in  Sydney. 

Seles  informed  organisers  of 
tile  Sydney  International  tour- 
nament,  scheduled  for  Janu¬ 
ary  5  to  U,  that  she  would  be 
withdrawing  from  the  tradi¬ 
tional  warm-up  for  the  open¬ 
ing  grand  slam  championship 
of  the  year  in  Melbourne, 
which  starts  on  January  13- 

Barry  Masters,  the  director 
of  tie  Sydney  event,  saidr“It  is 
never  easy  to  lose  your  defend¬ 
ing  champion,  especially 
someone  like  Monica,  who  is 
so  incredibly  popular." 

Seles,  a  left-hander,  injured 
a  finger  on  her  right  hand  late 
last  month,  but  did  not  have  it 
treated  immediately.  The 
break  was  diagnosed  12  days 
ago  and  she  has  since  trained 
with  the  finger  in  a  splint. 

The  setback  continues  a  run 
of  injuries  for  Seles.  23,  since 
her  comeback  to  tennis  from  a 


court-side  stabbing,  in  Ham¬ 
burg  in  April  1993,  that  kept 
her  out  of  the  game  for  27 
months. 

Seles  has  yet  to  be  beaten  in 
the  Australian  Open  in  four 
visits  to  Melbourne  and  re¬ 
gards  it  as  one  of  her  favourite 
tournaments.  Should  she 
withdraw,  itwould  be  a  severe 
blow  for  organisers,  who  are 
anticipating  a  head-to-head 
contest  with  Steffi  Graf,  the 
world  No  1,  whose  opening 
Australian  engagement  is  in 
the  Hopman  Cup  mixed  team 
event  in  Perth,  starting  on 
Sunday. 

Anna  JKournikova.  15,  of 
Russia,  has  also  withdrawn 
from  the  Sydney  tournament, 
but  is  still  entered  for  the 
Australian  Open.  Arantxa 
Sanchez  Vicario,  of  Spain,  and 
Martina  Hingis,  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  head  the  field  for  the 
women’s  singles  in  Sydney, 
which  will  also  be  contested  by 
Lindsay  Davenport.  Chanda 
Rubin  and  Jennifer  Capriati, 
of  the  United  States,  and  Mary 
Pierce,  of  France. 
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40  140  good  varied  good  doud 
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IS  SJ  fax  varied  poor  doud 
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45  190  good  varied  (air  rain 

(Great  stfhg  on  fre*  snow  above  f.600  metres/ 
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(Some  fcw  runs  s&j$hy,  dherwbe  grad  skfing) 

100  ISO  good  varied  (air  doud  8 

(S$gftT  thaw  beta* 2,000 mates;  upper  runs  reman  good) 
LaPlagne  100  200  good  .(air  •  open  snow  4 
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SWITZERLAND 
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Sotace:  Ski  Oub  of  Great  Briton 


L  -  lower  dopes;  U  -  upper. 
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CRICKET 


AOWANMURBELL /ALLSPOHT 


Rrom  Michael  Henderson  Tn  melbourne 


THE  traditional  Christmas 
Test  here-  has  assumed  anV 
overwhelming  significance  for 
the  beleaguered  West  Indies' 
cricketers.  Australia,  2-0  up 
after  the  first  two  Tests  of  a 
five-match  series,  heed  only  a 
draw  to  retain  the  Sir  Frank 
Worrell  Trophy  and-underline  ■ 
their  status  as  ..  the  strongest* 
team  in  the  world.  Another 
_  defeat  for  West  Indies  will  lead 
to  a  thorough  shake-up  of 
their  cricket  and  cricketers. 

Courtney  Walsh,  whose 
captaincy  can  only  be  an 
interregnum  between  the  de¬ 
parture  of  Richie  Richardson 
and  the  likely  investiture  of 
Brian  Lara,  has  reminded  the 
players  of  their  responsibil¬ 
ities.  but  this  is  no  longer  a 
team  that  terrifies  opponents, 
certainly  not  ones  wearing 
baggy  green  caps.  Australia 
won  the  opening  matches  by 
the  little  matter  of  123  runs 
and  124  runs,  and  are  looking 
forward  to  a  third  successive 
victory  on  a  ground  where 
they  have  won  six  of  their  past 
seven  Tests. 

So  desperately  have  West 
Indies  played  on  this  tour  that 
there  was  wild  —  and.  as  ft 
transpired,  unsupported  — 
talk  of  asking  Junior  Murray, 
die  wicketkeeper  in  the  one-  ' 
day  team,  to  open  the  innings 
with  Sherwm  Campbell,  who 
lacks  a  regular  partner.  That 
really  would  have  been  an 
admission  of  defeat 

It  is,  however,  defeat  that 
Walsh  and  his  players  are 
finding  familiar,  more  so  than 
any  West  Indies  ride  since  the 
one  led  by  C live  Lloyd  was 
hammered  5-1  by  Ian  Chap¬ 
pell’s  Australia  in  1975-76. 
Success  has  led  to  atrophy  and 
there  is  now  open  acknow¬ 
ledgement  that  die  players  are. 
not  up  to  the  task  of  reviving 
West  Indian  cricket  Some  of 
them  are  playing  for  their 
futures,  although,  in  their 
bedraggled  state  at  present 
even  that  may  not  be  enough 
to  stir  a  healthy  response. 


Australia,  sdrnewhat  oddly  ^ 
for  a  team  that  has  become  sty' 
dominant  have  pttp&fns:ot 
their  own.  By  dtropifoigiRlcky 
Printing,  the  Tasmania*  bats¬ 
man,  and  Mike  Rasprewicz,  . 
the  Queensland  new-ball 
bonder,  they  have  identified  . 
two  areas  of  concern  that  they 
hope  to  rectify  in  toe  short 
term.  In  the  longer  term.  Font-- 
mg*as  a  player  of  true  quality* . ' 


years  ago  and  appeared  to  be 
another,  batsman  whose  time 
had  crane  and  gone.  New, 
after  making  59S  runs  in  four 
first-class  matches ‘this  sum¬ 
mer,  including  an  unbeaten 
274  against  South  Australia 
last  week,  the  Western  Austra¬ 
lian  finds  himself  back  in  (he 
party  and,  very  likely,  in  die 
team.  Michael  Bevan.  whose 
bowling  has  proved  more  ef- 


wilTcoirie  again;  of  Kaspro-  .fective  in  this  series  than  his 

wicz,  mibody  can  be  certain.  "  *-  - .  T  - 

.  There  is  no  quibhling  with 
die  omissions.  Rwfcig  has 
passed  15  only  oni|e  iit  six 
innings  at  No  3  and1  Kas'pro- 
wicz  foiled  to  take  agwicket  in 
either  Test.  Jason  ;j3ifiespie, 
die  left-arm  bowler  from 
South  Australia,  retains  his 
place  and  the  selectors  have 


AUSTRALIA  (Iran):  M  Ataytar  lego-. 
tam),  M  L  Hayden.  J  L  tangw,  M  E 
Waugh,  S  R  Waugh,  G  S  Harnett.  M  G 
Bevan.  I A  Heafy.  P  RReffiaLSKWame, 
J  N  GBespie.  G  D  McGraU?  ' 

WEST  INDIES  (tram):  Q  -A  Walsh 
(captain),  S  LCampbel.  R.I3  Samuels.  S 
Chaiderpaut.  BC  Cara,  C  tHocpe*.  JC 
Adams.  J  R  Murray,  I  R  Bishop,  CEL 
Ambrose.  K  C  G  Bentamn.  HAM 
McLean.  . 


summoned  two  left-handers, 
Matthew  Hayden  and  Justin 
Langer,  to  bolster  the  batting. 

Hayden,  25.  the  Queensland 
opener,  made  a  stack  of  runs 
in  .  England  in  1993.  but.  with 
the  emergence  of  Michael 
Slater,  he  seemed  destined  to 
live  his  career  in  the  shadows. 
Now  that  Slater  has  lost  form 
so  completely,  and  Matthew 
Elliott  injured  himself  during 
die  Sydney  Test,  Hayden  has 
the  chance  to  make  a  case  for 
himself  as  Mark  Taylor’s  part¬ 
ner.  In  his  previous  Test,  in 
Johannesburg  two  years  ago, . 
he  was  tin-own  into  the  fray  at 
20  minutes*  notice. 

At  26,  and  with  six  Tests 
behind  him,  Langer  is  a  veter¬ 
an  by  comparison.  He  strug¬ 
gled  against  West  tndies  four 


batting,  is  expected  to  stand 
down  when  the  team  is 
finalised. 

An  Englishman  looking  at 
the  riches  of  Australian  cricket 
can  only  wonder  about 
Slaters  absence.  England 
would  give  their  eye  teeth  to 
have  a  man  as  gifted.  For  that 
matter  there  is  no  Stuart  Law. 
who  dazzled  for  Essex  last 
season,  either.  Instead,  he 
captains  Australia  A  in  a  rate- 
day  match  against  Pakistan  in 
Sydney,  but  he  must,  cote  feels, 
play  some  part  for  the  senior 
team  before  king. 

If  the  year  coming  up  is 
critical  for  West  Indies,  it  is 
also  important  for  Australia, 
who  go  to  South  Africa  in 
March  for  three  Tests  (and. 
the  commercial  tail  wagging 
the  dog,  seven  one-day  match¬ 
es),  and  then  go  to  England  in 
May  for  six  Tests,  which  is 
itself  one  Test  too  many.  There 
will  be  some  foot-weary  crick¬ 
eters  by  the  time  that  jaunt  is 
through,  and  Australia  will 
have  need  of  as  many  able- 
bodied  and  talented  players  as 
they  can  muster.  Fortunately 
for  them,  they  can  muster 
quite  a  few.  . 

Should  they  win  the  toss. 
Australia  could  easily  bat 
West  Indies  out  of  the  game  on 
the  first  day.  On  the  other 
hand.  Lara  owes  his  team 
rims,  and  Ambrose  may  find 
some  reserves  of  pace  or 
blopdy-mindedness  from 
somewhere.  Realistically, 
though,  the  balance  of  skill, 
will  and  expectation  favours 
Australia. 


Hayden  has  emerged  from  Slater’s  shadows  to  press  his  claims  with  Australia 

Blind  cricketers  face  change 


BUND  cricketers  in  Great 
Britain  must  learn  to  play  a 
vastly  different  game  if  they 
are  to  compete  internationally. 
That  was  the  stark  message 
emanating  from  the  inaugural 
international  conference  on 
cricket  for  die  blind,  held  in 
Delhi 

This  historic  meeting  was 
organised  by  George  Abra¬ 
hams,  of  India,  who,  having 
created  impressive  media  and 
sponsorship  backing  for  blind 
cricket  in  his  own  country. 


SRORT  LETTERS 


No  10  holds  rugby  union’s  key  Marathon  entry  not  unfair 


From  Mr  Raymond  Carroll 

Sir,  If  Scotland  could  be 
persuaded  to  look  at  a  rear¬ 
rangement  of  its  rugby  union 
team  by  selecting  Gregor 
Townsend  at  No  10,  such  a 
choice  could  develop  into  the 
jewel  in  the  crown  of  the 
upcoming  five  nations'  cha¬ 
mpionship. 

By  providing  a  cutting  edge 
while  exhibiting  ball-carrying 
skills,  Townsend  is  arguably 
the  only  playmaker  in  the 
northern  hemisphere  who 
also  kicks  cunningly,  tackles 
to  completion  and  has  the 
capacity  to  direct  the  traffic 
from  the  pivotal  position. 

In  the  50  championships 
since  the  war,  the  countries 
which  have  won  grand  slams, 
championships  and  triple 
crowns  have  nearly  all  been 
blessed  with  peerless  No  10s: 
Kyle;  Morgan,  Regan,  Sharp, 
Albaladqo.  Watkins,  Gach- 
assin,  John,  Bennett,  Camp¬ 
bell.  Rutherford;  Mesnel,  J. 
Davies,  Chalmers  and  An¬ 
drew.  These  15  players  signifi¬ 
cantly  contributed  to  36  title- 
winning  teams  and  won  more 
than 500  caps  themselves — no 
mean  achievements. 

Understandably,  these  half 
backs  were  not  all  in  the  same 


mould,  having  emanated  from 
different  kinds  of  pods  and 
factories  and.  while  some  con¬ 
tributed  with  sleight  of  hand 
and  deft  footwork,  others  re¬ 
lied  more  on  one,  or  even, 
mirabile  dictu,  both  boots. 

I  have  been  privileged  to 
witness  all  of  them  play  inters 
national  rugby  and  it  is  fair  to 
say  that  the/  entertained  joy¬ 
ously.  played  mainly  with 
distinction  and  became  role 
models  for  younger  genera¬ 
tions  developing  their  rugby 
skills. 

Could  it  happen  in  1997  that 
the  team  with  the  best  No  10 
could  nudge  itself  to  the  top  of 
the  European  tree  now  that 
the  other  four  nations  have 
recently  declared  themselves, 
albeit  inadvertently,  effect¬ 
ively  “teniess”? 

Perhaps  the  advent  of  a 
professional  era  wifi,  permit 
history,  from  an  amateur 
aeon,  to  repeat  itself?  If  so, 
maybe  the  southern  hemi¬ 
sphere  could  be  surreptitious¬ 
ly  persuaded  to  look  up — even 
so  much  as  a  little. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RAYMUND  CARROLL. 

The  Beeches, 

Mill  Lane, 

Cheadle,  Cheshire. 


From  the  Chief  Executive  of 
the  London  Marathon 

Sir,  Mr  Stan  Weber  (Sports 
Letters.  December  20)  com¬ 
pletely  misunderstands  the 
London  Marathon  entry 
system  and  his  central  com¬ 
plaint  is  that  he,  at  the  age  of 
78.  was  rejected. 

The  success  of  the  event 
means  that  we  have  many 
more  applicants  than  spaces 
and.  no  matter  how  fair  the 
system,  more  than  36,000  had 
to  be  rejected  and  many  are 
naturally  disappointed.  How¬ 
ever,  Mr  Weber’s  assertion 
that  male  veterans  are  disad¬ 
vantaged  by  the  system  does 
not  bear  scrutiny.  In  the  1996 
race  there  were  30.  women  over 
the  age  of  65  but  356  men  in 
the  same  category.  We  cannot 
see  how  men  have  been  dis¬ 
criminated  against  in  practice. 

As  to  places  for  charities,  we 


are  proud  of  the  fact  that  last 
year  our  runners  between 
them  raised  more  than  £10 
million  for  various  good 
causes.  We  reserve  less  than  10 
per  cent  of  entries  for  charities 
but  more  than  64  per  cent,  in 
fact  decided  to  run  for  charity. 

Charities  no  doubt  think 
more  places  should  be  re¬ 
served  for  them  and  Mr 
Weber  thinks  more  should  be 
given  to  older  men.  Every 
person  rejected  thinks  their 
category  should  receive  spe¬ 
cial  treatment 

Let  us  stop  the  carping  and 
instead  celebrate  the  fact  that 
Britain  has  the  world’s  most 
successful  and  popular  mara¬ 
thon. 

Yours  sincerely. 

NICK  B1TEL. 

Chief  Executive, 

The  London  Marathon. 

PO  Box  1234,  SE1. 


By  Bill  Frindall 

filmed  his  attention  to  the 
international  arena  some 
three  years  ago. 

He  found  a  sponsor  for  an 
international  tournament  but 
his  plans  were  thwarted  by  the 
fact  that  although  cricket  has 
been  an  established  sport  for 
the  blind  and  partially-sighted 
in  Britain  and  Australia  since 
the  1950s,  the  equipment  and 
laws  differ  vastly  between  the 
countries. 

To  realise  Abrahams's  vi¬ 
sion  of  a  World  Cup  competi¬ 
tion.  a  compromise  had  to  be 
found  between  the  British 
game  (with  its  soccer  ball 
housing  ball-bearings,  over¬ 
arm  bowling,  catching  permit¬ 
ted  as  a  dismissal,  enlarged 
wickets,  eight-ball  overs,  18- 
yard  grass  pitches  and  35-yand 
boundaries)  and  the  antipode¬ 
an  version  (small  wire-mesh 
ball  encasing  bottle  caps,  un¬ 


derarm  bowling,  no  catching, 
standard  stumps,  six-ball 
overs.  22-yard  concrete  pitches 
and  45-yard  boundaries). 

Surprisingly,  in  a  confer¬ 
ence  lasting  only  two  days, 
delegates  from  seven  countries 
—  die  Test-playing  nations 
minus  West  Indies  and  Zim¬ 
babwe  —  agreed  a  form  of 
cricket  acceptable  to  all  con¬ 
cerned.  They  settled  for  a 
white;  hard  plastic  ball  similar 
in  size  to  a  standard  cricket 
ball  but  housing  beads,  under¬ 
arm  bowling,  catching,  stan¬ 
dard  sized  stumps,  six-ball 
overs,  a  22-yard  grass  pitch 
and  a  45-yard  boundary. 

It  is  a  compromise  in  which 
the  best  features  of  each 
version  have  been  retained, 
but  each  nation  wall  now  have 
to  learn  a  form  of  the  game 
different  from  the  one  with 
which  they  grew  up. 


India  settle 
on  one 
spinner  for 
first  Test 
in  Durban 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

INDIA  resisted  the  tempta¬ 
tion  to  play  two  spinners  in 
their  side  for  the  opening  Test 
match  against  South  Africa 
when  they  announced  a  12- 
man  squad  yesterday.  Anil 
Rumble,  the  leg  spiruier.  re¬ 
cently  recovered  from  split 
webbing  in  his  right  hand, 
wasan  automatic  selection  as 
India's  premier  strike  bowler, 
along  with  Java  gal  Srinath, 
the  pace  bowler. 

However.  Venkatapafoy 
Raju.  the  left-arm  spinner, 
tipped  by  some  as  a  likely 
inclusion  for  the  Durban  Test 
because  of  South  Africa's 
occasional  struggles  against 
the  turning  ball  in  India,  has 
been  omitted.  Instead,  India’s 
attack  will  be  led  by  the 
seamens,  Srinath.  Venkatesh 
Prasad  and  David  Johnson, 
with  the  threat  of  Rumble,  a 
world-class  wrist  spinner, 
kept  as  a  probable  trump 
card.  Sachin  Tendulkar,  the 
captain,  and  Saurav  Ganguly 
provide  the  back-up  seam, 
while  Woorkeri  Raman,  the 
opening  batsman,  may  be 
employed  with  his  occasional 
slow  left-arm.  V.  V.  S.  Lax- 
man.  an  additional  batsman, 
is  expected  to  be  named  as 
twelfth  man. 

India  finished  their  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  first  of  the 
three-Test  series  against 
South  Africa  with  a  workout 
at  Kingsmead  yesterday. 
Tendulkar,  in  confident  mood 
after  his  side’s  recent  2-1  series 
vidoiy  at  home,  said  that  his 
team  was  looking  to  keep  the 
momentum  going. 

“We  want  to  maintain  the 
positive  outlook  which  we 
had  in  India  —  where  all  three 
Tests  finished  with  results,” 
Tendulkar  said.  “It  will  be 
imperative  here  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  that  our  batsmen  hit  die 
loose  ball  whenever  possible 
—  and  a  positive  outlook  wiU 
help  with  this.” 

South  Africa,  who  also  com¬ 
pleted  their  last-minute  prepa¬ 
ration  with  three  hours  of  nets 
and  fielding  practice  yester¬ 
day.  will  name  their  Test  side 
from  a  13-man  squad  today. 
However,  Allan  Donald,  the 
pace  bowler,  and  Shaun  Pol¬ 
lock  are  available  again  after 
recovering  from  ankle  inju¬ 
ries. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  prom)-  W  J  Crone 
(caqfaui).  G  Kirsler,  A  C  Hudson,  A  M 
Sachet,  H  HGrbbs.  D  J  Culfian,  J  H  Kata, 
B  U  McMiian,  S  M  PoSock.  l  Ktaenei .  D  J 
Rrtiardson.  A  A  Donald.  P  R  Adams. 

INDIA:  S  R  TendulKar  (caplant.  V  Rathore, 
W  V  Raman.  S  Ganguly,  R  S  Drairtd,  M 
AzhawMm.  N  R  Morga  A  Kimble.  J 
Snnah,  D  Johnson.  V  Prasad.  V  V  S 
Laxman 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Murdock 
hoping  to 
make  early 
impression 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

CRAIG  MURDOCK  is  hop¬ 
ing  that  his  performance  for 
Wigan  against  St  Helens,  the 
Super  League  champions,  this 
afternoon  will  help  to  earn 
him  a  regular  first-team  place 
next  season.  Murdock,  23. 
kept  Shaun  Edwards,  the 
Great  Britain  scrum  half,  out 
of  the  team  for  a  short  time 
last  season  and,  with  Edwards 
still  recovering  after  a  knee 
operation,  Murdock  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  an  early  im¬ 
pression  on  Graeme  West,  the 
Wigan  coach. 

“It’s  my  chance  to  stake  first 
claim  for  the  scrum-half  jer¬ 
sey,"  Murdock  said.  “I’m  after 
Shaun’s  shirr  and  I  don't  want 
to  waste  the  opportunity.  I 
kept  him  on  the  bench  for 
three  games  last  season  and 
that’s  my  target  again.” 

Wigan  will  be  without  all 
four  of  their  players  loaned  to 
rugby  union  elute  during  the 
autumn  for  the  challenge 
match  this  afternoon-  The 
absence  of  Henry  Paul  and 
Jason  Robinson,  who  are  at 
Bath,  Va'aiga  Tuigamala 
(Wasps)  and  Gary  Connolly 
(Harlequins)  is  a  considerable 
blow  given  that  Terry  O'Con¬ 
nor,  Simon  Haughton,  Mick 
Cassidy  and  Edwards  are  all 
out  injured.  In  addition,  Andy 
Farrell,  the  Great  Britain  cap¬ 
tain,  faces  a  late  check  on  a 
groin  injuiy. 

“At  least  it  gives  us  the 
opportunity  to  see  how  our 
youngsters  perform  against  a 
class  side  like  Saints."  West 
said-  “We  will  also  be  starting 
with  our  three  new  signings, 
Dave  Murray,  Ian  Sherratt 
and  Stephen  Hoi  gate,  and 
that's  a  big  plus. 

“We  have  trained  well  and 
are  determined  to  put  up  a 
good  show.  Saints  derbies  are 
always  fiercely  fought  and  we 
are  hopeful  of  a  crowd  of  more 
than  10,000.” 

St  Helens  give  debuts  to 
Julian  O'Neill  and  Alan  Cross, 
but  are  missing  Chris  Joynt 
Joey  Hayes,  Andy  Haigh. 
Keiron  Cunningham.  Andy 
Leathern  and  Tommy  Martyn. 
Rugby  league’s  two  leading 
sides  meet  in  a  return  chall¬ 
enge  at  Knowsley  Road  on 
New  Year's  Day. 

Leeds  and  Halifax  contest  a 
West  Yorkshire  derby  at 
Headingley  today,  while  Hud¬ 
dersfield  and  Keighley  meet  at 
the  McAlptne  Stadium. 

□  Phil  Larder,  the  Sheffield 
Eagles  coach,  has  signed 
Whetu  Taewa,  25.  from  North 
Queensland  Cowboys, 


Key  difference 

From  Mr  Edward  Grayson 

Sir.  Gerald  Davies  (Rugby 
Commentary.  December  20) 
was  understandably  appre¬ 
hensive  about  the  continuing 
participation  of  rugby  union 

1  referees  following  the  Court  of 
Appeal's  affirmation  of  Mr 
Justice  Curtis'S  negligence 
judgment  in  the  case  of 
Smoldon  v  Whitworth  and 
Nolan. 

i  Davies’s  apprehension  was 
partially  alleviated  by  Andrew 
Longmore’S  report  (December 
23)  from  Haywards  Heath. 
The  awareness  of  referee 
David  Beglan  and  the  Sussex 
.  Referees  Society  secretary, 
Peter  Atthis.  that  it  occurred 
"in  a  colts  match,  which  is 
very  different"  was  at  the 
!  heart  of  each  court’s  conclu¬ 
sions,  but  overlooked  by 

Davies. 

i  The  Times  law  report  (De¬ 
cember  18)  emphasised  how 
the  scrummaging  laws 
been  changed,  requiring  the 
stria  observance  of  the 
crouch-touch-pause^engage 
(CTPE)  sequence  for  the  1991- 
92  season  “specifically  to  pro¬ 
tect  young  players  against  the 
"  risk  of  spinal  injury  caused  by 
collapsed  scrums" 


It  was  the  failure  to  enforce 
what  the  trial  judge  had  called 
“this  preventive  mantle"  with 
other  warning  signs  pointing 
to  the  -foreseeable  risk  of 
injury,  which  led  to  the  inev¬ 
itable  and  virtually  unappeal¬ 
able  conclusion  of  negligence. 

Furthermore  Davies’s  con¬ 
cern  also  led  him  to  echo  a 
more  popular  and  general 
fallacy  when  he  wrote:  “This 
represents  an  example  of  the 
problems  that  lie  ahead  for  a 
sport  which  was  designed  to 
be  amateur  and  is  no  more." 

This  ignores  the  two-dimen¬ 
sional  gap  which  now  exists 
globally  for  all  sport  between 
The  showbiz/entertainment 
levels  and  the  grass  roots 
(including  schools  and  colls), 
which  will  always  remain 
amateur.  The  rugby  union 
laws  recognised  this  in  1991. 
To  ignore  them  produces  last 
week’s  legal  liability  and  the 
horrendous  fete  for  Ben 
Smoldon.  ' 

Yours  faithfully.' 

-  EDWARD  GRAYSON, 

9-12  Bell  Yard.  WC2. 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sent 
I*  fox  to  017*782  5211- 
They  should  include  a 
daytime  telephone  number. 

u. 


Giant  of  tennis 

From  Mr  Huw  Rees 
Sir,  I  would  like  to  add  a 
personal  reminiscence  on  the 
career  of  Stefan  Edberg,  who 
retired  from  tennis  at  the  end 
of  last  month. 

I  first  watched  him  play 
during  the  junior  event  at 
Wimbledon  m  1983  and  was 
immediately  amazed  that  a 
Swedish  player  actually  en¬ 
joyed  and  thrived  on  playing 
serve-and-volley  tennis.  Al¬ 
though  his  demeanour  typi¬ 
fied  .  national  traits  then 
exhibited  try  Wilander  and 
Ny  strom.  ms  attacking  game 
was  an  even  greater  contrast 
Here  was  a  future  world  No  I. 

The  emergence  of  Boris 
Becker  removed  potential  fo¬ 
cus  from  Edberg  arid  enabled 
him  and  Tony  .  Pickard  to 
concentrate  on  the  natural 
improvement  required  in  his 
game.  There  were  some  early 
carps  about  his  apparent  lack 
of  personality  ana  defeatist 
countenance,  but  tire  cogno¬ 
scenti  knew  better. 

By  his  first  Wimbledon  win, 
in  1988^  Edberg  had  become 
the  greatest  reflex  volleyer  the 
game  will  likely  see.  In  spite  of 
Becker's  hard  hit  service  re¬ 
turns  in  the  final,  he  was  able 
to  put  the  majority  of  them 
away  with  volleys  hit  al  acute 
angles  using  the  return’s  pace. 

It  appears  contradictory 
that  a.  man  who  played  such  a 
physically,  demanding 
(though  graceful)  game  should 
also  display  the  sportsman¬ 
ship  that  Is  now. a  matter  of 
legend.  Yet  this  is  the  ve^y 
attribute  that  certain-  tennis 
followers  most  appreciate 


about  him.  as  it  portrayed  a 
socially  acceptable  example  to 
future  players,  in  a  period 
when  tennis  players  remain 
over-compensated  and  are 
sometimes  criticised  for  not 
always  showing  their  teeth. 

Unfortunate  injuries  proba¬ 
bly  cost  Edberg  the  Australian 
Open  singles  title  in  1989  and 
1990.  However,  his  five-set 
loss  from  two  sets  to  one  up 
against  Chang  in  the  1989 
French  Open  final  represents 
the  closest  a  male  player  has 
come  to  winning  all  four 
grand-slam  championships 
since  Rod  Laver’s  success. 

The  game  would  have  sig¬ 
nificantly  benefited  from 
Edberg  converting  two  of  the 
ten  break-points  he  lield  on 
Chang’s  service  in  the  fourth 
set.  History  would  then  have 
recorded  that  the  most  com¬ 
plete  player  of  the  decade  was 
also  the  most  unassuming. 

Yours  sincerely, 

HUW  REES, 

8  Gatwick  Road,  SW18. 


Open  invitation 

From  MsJ.  M.  Roper-Heaton 
Sir.  In  view  of  Laura  Davies’s 
great  success  this  year  and  the 
strength  of  her  game,  and 
following  Fred  Couples’s  invi¬ 
tation-  to  her  to  play  in  his 
tournament  next  year,  would 
H  not  be  gentlemanly  of  the 
Royal  and  Ancient  to  invite 
her  to  play  in  the  Open 
Championship  at  Troon? 
"Yours  faithfully, 

JILL  ROPER-HEATON, 

Mill  Lodge.  Horsham  St  Faith, 

Norwich,  Norfolk. 


*♦ 


Sheehan  on  bridge 

- - 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

This  is  a  hand  from  an  American  event.  It  was  recounted  by 
Ronnie  Rubin,  a  former  world  champion  and  victim  of  the  coup. 


Dealer  East 


*52 
*9842 
♦  9 

4>Q  J  1D9B7 


W 


Love  all 


*  AO 
VK1076 
4  K 10532 
*55 


3C 

AO 


4  C 


ID 

Pass 


IS 
4  S 


Contract  Four  Spades  by  South 

West’s  bid  of  Three  Clubs  was 
pre-emptive,  a  method  in  com¬ 
mon  use  in  the  United  States. 
North’s  Four  Dubs  said  that 
he  had  a  strong  raise  to  Four 
Spades . 

When  West  led  the  nine  of 
diamonds,  the  declarer  (Zia 
Mahmood)  played  low  from 
dummy  and  won  in  his  hand 
with  the  queen.  He  continued 
with  a  spade  to  the  jack  and 
queen.  Now.  how  should  East 
(Rubin)  defend? 

Rubin  was  convinced  that 
Zia  had  started  with  AQ 
doubleton  of  diamonds.  Why 
did  he  think  that?  It  was 
because,  if  declarer  had  A  Q  8, 
he  could  have  covered  the  lead 
of  the  nine  with  the  jack,  thus 
setting  up  a  finesse  position 
against  Easrs  ten  and  ensur¬ 
ing  three  diamond  tricks. 

Having  come  to  this  conclu- 


Lead:  Nine  of  diamonds 

sion.  Rubin  switched  loa  club, 
hoping  to  set  up  a  trick  there 
before  winning  the  king  of 
hearts.  That  does  not  quite 
add  up  —  give  the  declarer  six 
spades  and  two  diamonds, 
and  he  will  always  have  to  lose 
a  dub  if  he  does  not  have  the 
king.  Yet  notice  Zia’S  dever 
play,  diverting  Rubin  away 
from  giving  West  a  diamond 
ruff. 

Zia  won  the  club  return  in 
hand  and  played  another 
spade.  Rubin  won  and  played 
his  second  dub,  and  now  Zia 
was  able  to  lead  a  diamond 
from  dummy  towards  the 
eight.  If  East  splits,  Zia  wins 
the  ace  and  returns  the  eight  of 
diamonds,  setting  up  a  dis¬ 
card  for  his  losing  heart 
□  Robert  Sheehan  writes 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport 
and  in  Weekend  on  Saturday. 


WORD^WATCMN® 


By  Philip  Howard 


LATOMY 

a.  A  quarry 

b.  The  anatomy 

c.  All  foe  atoms 

METASTASIS 

a.  The  study  of  change 

b.  Rapid  transition 

c.  A  counter-revolution 


MOSUNGS 

a.  Fledgeling  duck 

b.  Momentary  irritations 

c.  Little  bits 
LAUDIAN 

a.  Praising 

b.  Alternative  to  Benedicite 

•  c.  High  Anglican 

Answers  on  page  42 


Bv  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Tunman  tops 

Jan  Timman.  the  Dutch 
grandmaster,  is  experiencing 
a  renaissance  in  his  fortunes 
after  a  lean  period  that  fol¬ 
lowed  his  defeat  by  Anatoly 
Karpov  in  foe  1993  Fide  world 
championship  match. 

Earlier  this  year  Timman 
won  the  Dutch  championship 
for  foe  ninth  rime,  then,  at  the 
tournament  that  is  at  present 
progress  in  Groningen,  Hol¬ 
land,  he  got  off  to  a  fine  start 
by  winning  his  first  four 
games. 

This  win  was  widely  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  foe  best  of  the 
tournament  so  far. 

While:  Jan  Timman 
Blade  Peter  Leko 
Groningen,  December  1996 
Caro-Kann  Defence 


25 

Bx66 

Qxb6 

26 

Rd6 

Qc7 

27 

Qc4 

Ob8 

28 

Rb6 

Oca 

29 

Rxt>7 

Oxb7 

30 

Nd6 

Qe7 

31 

Qc8+ 

Ne8 

32 

N15 

h5 

33 

Nxe7 

Kxe7 

34 

Q07+ 

Black  resigns 

Diagram  of  final  position 


bed 


r  g  h 


1 

B4 

cS 

2 

64 

d5 

3 

Nd2 

dxu4 

A 

NkeJ 

Nd7 

5 

Bd3 

Ngf6 

6 

Ngs 

e6 

7 

I'll  13 

Bdb 

8 

Oe2 

hS 

9 

Ne4 

Nxe4 

10 

Qx@4 

Ntfi 

11 

Cie2 

Qc7 

12 

Bd2 

bB 

13 

cro-o 

Bb7 

14 

Kbl 

Rd8 

15 

Rhgl 

c5 

16 

dxc5 

Qxc5 

17 

33 

a5 

18 

Be3 

Qc7 

19 

B65  + 

Ke7 

20 

NcM 

Bxh2 

21 

NtS+ 

m 

22 

Rxdfi+ 

0x08 

23 

Rdl 

Qe? 

24 

BdJ 

e5 

After  24,  Bd4,  if  Black  tries  24, 
. . .  exfS,  then  25,  Bxfo  gxf6;  26. 
Rd7  is  very  strong  for  White. 

British  ratings 

The  top  British  ratings  in  the 
new  Fide  list  are  as  follows 
(after  each  player,  I  give  in 
brackets  foe  number  of  games 
played  sinoe  foe  last  rating  list 
was  issued): 

Nigel  Short  (world  No  10) 
2,690  (49);  Michael  Adams 
(world  No  15)  2,660  (38):  Mat¬ 
thew  Sadler  (world  No  25) 
2,645  (421;  Jon  Spedman 
(world  No  54)  2,610  (32):  John 
Nunn  (world  No  59)  2,605  (0). 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  foe  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond1  Keene 

Black  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  foe  game  Madsen  — 
Napolitano,  correspondence 
game,  1953.  The  combination 
of  his  powerful  passed  pawn 
on  d2  and  White’s  weak'back 
rank  allowed  Black  a  quick 
win  here.  How  did  he 
continue? 

Solution  on  page  42 


J 


■  CHOICE  1 

Bobby  Ball  adds 
his  own  special 
lustre  to  Aladdin's 
magic  lamp 

VENUE:  Now  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  Newcastle 


LONDON 

THE  CHINESE  STATE  CIRCUS 

DescrftKC  as  tft  wortd's  gioansl 
acrobatic cpectaaiar'  lheh^Wy 
acdamed  Shandong  bojpe  prosents  its 
two-loti  -human  show.  The 
ranndual  and  ensemota  acts  mdudo 
bench  juggling,  a  conmmonsl  and  rhe 
rennarhatie  spenade  ol  U  fljxb 
tetarrang  on  a  s«gte  beyde. 
Roundhouse.  ChafcFjtm  Road. 
CamOLti  (01 71-482  7318)  Tally 
230pm  and  8pm  Di*  a*ceplNew 
YcV:  Eve.  Jan  6. 13  and  20  Unti 
January  26. 

THE  UTTLE  HATCH  GIRL  Hans 
Cnnsoan  Andereen  s  upfltUng  sloty. 
about  a  OOP  w»  gte  roaming  the 
c&cels  or  Ipe  ere  ot  the  new  year, 
pnmdes  iha  rspsaiion  tar  ths  magical 
nniiicai  <ta«sad  and  dneaed  by 
L-oKeDwon  W4h  ongnal  songs  by 
Palm  Laws  and  Tony  Hurrw 
Bufl  &J  High  Slroot  Bomol  (0181-449 
PtMfij  Tads’/.  330pm  Then  3  30pm and 
7  30pm  nvJ  days,  nog  box  office  lor 
deiaes  Ckx>«1  Ne*  Tear  &  Day  Unol 
January  4  0 

PETER  PAN  Former  BtaePHer 
presereers  Dona  Louise  Jordan  and 
Pew  Duncan  srai  n  an  adaptation  ol 
JM  Bane  s  swashbuckling  adventure 
story  Sc»cn«*a  ftyngettecQ  and  a 
Yifiaxtous  400)1.  played  by  Jon  Ses  (DC 
□oshvnod  m  The  83).  mate  the  a  Im¬ 
pacted  show  tar  all  Sw  I  amity 
l— Ht  Rushcy  Green.  Colton) 


■  ART  Albert  Fmney,  Tom  Courtenay 
and  Ken  Stoll  m  an  erceptronafly 
mtereang  drama  about  tnendstep. 
Wispoten  resemmenl  andar  ^mosl  alt- 
wmrecanvas  Mathew  Wacrtjs  directs 
WyndhamV  Cftanrg  Cross  Rd.  WC2 
10171-369  1  7381  Tue-Sat.  apnr  mate 
Wed.  3pm.  Sol  and  Sut,  5pm 

■  BUNDED  BY  THE  SUN  Francos 
de  la  Tour.  Duncan  BeB  and  Douglas 
Hodge  pLay  scjentela  nvotved  na 
cased ■scartific  fraud  RonDarete 
dieas  Stephen  PcfatafTs  now  play. 
National  (Conastoe).  South  Baik.  SE1 
(0171-9282252)  Torgnt-SaL  740pm 
mat  Fn  and  Sar.  230pm  in  rep  Q 

B  BY  JEEVES-  Defigrttul  muacal 
creaUan  by  Afan  AyctttJOjn  and  Andrew 
Lloyd  WEbbef.  based  on  the 
Wddehause  heroes,  bet  attempted  20 
-yens  ago.  now  entirety  revised 
Lyric.  Shaftesbury  Avenue.  W1  (0171- 
494  5045)  Mon-Sal  7  45pm:  mats  Wed 
and  Sat.  3pm 

n  LECERCLE  INVISIBLE  Vienna 
Chaplm  and  Jean-BapDsre  Therrte 
letwn  /nth  (hear  strange  and  dieamite 
evocation  of  the  ere  of  arcus 
ItammM.  Pbddte  Dot*.  BlacWnas. 

EC4  (0171-2362211)  Today  4pm  Also 
pertson  Dec  30.  7  30pnx  and  mats  on 
Dec  31 .  Jan  1 , 4pm.  Then  Tue-Sat. 

7  fflrvn:  mal  Sun.  4pm  Una  Jan  12 
S3  A  CHRISTMAS  CAROL  ftehaid 
Bners  n  Ne<l  Bartlett's  adaptation. 

Lyric.  King  Street  London  W6  (0181- 
74123111  MwvSa  (except  Jan  l|. 


NEW  RELEASES 

EVlTA  (PGr  Madoma  angs  wSh 
passion,  but  product-on  overtol  plays 
havoc  wrii  Lloyd  Webber's  rock  opera. 
With  An  sno  Banderas  and  Jonathan 
Pryce  Directed  by  Alan  PBrter 
Ocfaaas:  Katnrtngtan  (01426  9146661 
Swio*  Cottage  (01426  914098)  «M 
Bid  (01426-915  574)  Rtay  (01 71-737 
2i21)UaWhMtays  6  (0990  8889901 
Vtagfara  Chefaea  (0171  -352  5096) 
Fulham  Row!  (0171  370  26361 

♦  MATILDA  (PG)-  Exuberant  lefcng  of 
Roald  DaWs  subversive  tale  aboni  a 
precocious  gw  (Mara  Wteon)  who 
Irumphs  over  pesky  aduHs  Danny 
DeVilo  co-stars  and  dteeen 
Odeonc  Kenstagtan  (01426  914666) 
Swtea  Cottage  (01426  914098)  RRiy 
10171-73721211  UCtWMMeysS 
I099Q  888990)  Vbglna:  Ctwtsaa  (0171- 
352  5096)  Trocadaro  £)(D1 71 -434 
0031i  Wamar  (0171-437  4343) 

THE  UMBRELLAS  OF  CHERBOURG 

(PG1  Sptendd  revival  of  Jacques 
Demy  s  bmsr-smcl  miscal  ot  1964. 
gagsousty  restored  m  pasKH  cotaws 
IV*  Cahenna  Deneuva 
Berbtean  Kfl  71-638  B89I)  Curaon 
Mayfair  [0171-369  1720)  Richmond 
10181-23200301 

CURRENT 

LE  BONHEUR  ( IE)  Broad  comedy 
xxrs  etomesas  woes  and  French 
NcCtiaa  win  Mehel  Scnauft.  Sabro 


■  CHOICE  2 

. . .  while  Gaiy 
Wilmot  polishes 
up  his  Buttons 
in  Cinderella 

VENUE:  Now  at  the 
New  Victoria.  Woking 


ARTS 


■  DANCE 

Veterans  come 
to  the  aid  of 
the  Kirov's 
party  in 

The  Nutcracker 

at  the  Coliseum 


r  - « 


■  MUSIC 

At  St  John’s, 
Catherine  Bott 
delves  into 
the  vocal  hits 
of  the 

Middle  Ages 


FAMILY  EVENTS 


A  dsfy  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  GUBan  Uaxey 


(0181-6900002)  Today.  2pm  and 
5pm  Then  various  tmos;  mg  lx*  office 
for  derails  No  part  Jan  1.  Una  Jan  19 

SCROOGE  Anthony  Nevitey  bac*.  oi 

tfeWest  End  stage  slnga^  the  tltte  ide 
r  the  LerJe  Bnosse  musical  Tom 
Wan  reproBs  he  rote  a3  Dictens's  best- 
KMdcneracter.  Bob  Cracta 
Dominion.  Tottenham  Cool  Road.  Wl 
(0171-8362295)  Today.  3pm  and 
7  30pm  Mon-SaL  7  30pnx  mats  Thun. 
Sat  3pm  Closed  New  Year's  Day 

ELSEWHERE 

LEATKERHEAD  Jamphandta 
Amadng  Technicolor  Dramooat.  one 
ol  the  mo3t  ertaumg  0»ws  from  ffie 
cannon  ol  Tim  ftce  and  Andrew  Uoyd 
Webber,  returns  ta  »w  Thomatte  in  &a 
Ksnwngm's  production  A  males!  treat 
tar  aJ  (he  tanuty 

ThomdBoa.  Church  Street  (01372 
376211)  Today.  2 30pm  and  7.30pm 
Thon  Man-Set  vanous  Umas;  ateo  Sun 
Dec  29. 2  30pm  and  7  30pm  Untl  Jan  19. 

NEWCASTLE  Comedy  duo  Cannon' 
and  Ban  star  n  another  pantamtne 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


JcrumyKlngetcn'c  maumuu 
of  itwatre  showing  la  London 

■  Houcw  (uO,  raturtw  only 
B  Some  ceaCs  mitable 
□  Scats  at  aH  prtcua 


7J0pm  For  mats  (230pm;  Conrad 
ben  office  Q 

□  DICK  DAREDEVIL  Achon  hero  ot 

1 944  ratio  comes  »  Me  n  the  London  ol 
doodte-tugs  and  ittabugs.  Musical 
fantasy  tram  RW  WlmoU's  Stacm 
Induary.  »t  m  wartime  FcroWa 
Drill  H«fl  CHerees  SneeL  WCI  (0171- 
8378270)  Tue-Sun.730pm.Urtl 
January  18 

□  A  DOLL'S  HOUSE.  No  supanacwas 
high  enough  lor  Janet  McToer  ri 
Anthony  Pago  ?  (rst-dass  producten 
of  Ibsen’s  prafo-temrust  drama. 

Evoefant  piaymg  tao  by  Owen  Teaie 
and  John  Carlisle 

PteyhouM.  Northumberland  Avo.  WC2 
(0171-839  4401)  Mon-SaL  7  30pm.  mat 
Sat  230pm 
■  THE  ELEVENTH 
COMMANDMENT  CamTMMned  ptay 
tan  oomedan  David  Schrwdor  n 
vrtuch  he  plays  a  saigfa  man  nerwig 
rtmMU  ta  let  te  mother  (Shste 
Stetiian  he  hndcs  a  9<l  who  (sn  t  nice 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


GeaH  Brown's  assessment  at 
fibna  in  London  and  (where 
Indicated  wtiti  ttie  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  releeac  nenw  the  counby 


Aaimaand.  briefly.  Enc  Cereana 
Director.  Etienne  ChatAd 
ABC  Srirtee  Centra  (01 71  -439  4470) 
GMeB  10171 -727  4043) 

♦  JINGLE  ALL  THE  WAY  fPG] 
Aggressively  American  CTnstmas 
comody.  wrth  Amoid  Schwarzenegger 
as  b  dad  in  aeanhrt  a  prized  action  ajy 
Director.  Bnan  Levant 

Odecrm:  Kensington  (01426  91466Q 
Mnz«nfaeB<OI426  915683)  Sarbs 
Cottage  (01 426  91 4098)  Pfazafi 
(0990  B88990)  UO  Whifafaya  S(0990 
888990)  Virgin*  Chelsea  (0171 -3S2 
5096)  Trocedera  (0171-4340031) 
Warner  (0171  -437  4343) 

♦  101  DALMATIANS  (U)  Germ  dose 
hnodissporsalftfieooBsnihB&re- 
acbon  edition  ol  ihe  cartoon  classic 
With  jert  Dancta  and  JoefyRchardson 
□rector  SiephenHerek 

Barbican  IQ  (0171-638  8891]  Odecnc 
Kensbrglon  101426  914«6i  Leiceefar 
Square  (01426-915  uST,  Svrtea 
Cottage  (0142E9I4CS8I  Rio  (0171-254 
6677)  Rtay  (0171-7372121)  Ua 


favaurCa.  Aladdin  With  Pa*  Aster, 
alee  Bony  Grm  of  Braakada  and 
Fefcoe  Arena  of  iteahboua 
Theatre  RoyaL  100  Grey  {0191 
2322061).  Today. 2pm and 7pm  Then 
Mon-Sat  2pm  7pm  Untfl  Jan  ta 

WOKING.  Gary  Wibnat  stars  as 

Buttons  In  me  rprnwse  story  d» 
CfaderaOa.  who  meats  her  Pmce 
Channng  and  goes  to  the  bef.  Rolf 
Haim,  compteta  sflh  didgeridoo.  plays 
Baton  Hatdup,  mh  Robin  Cousrs  (who 
stete3  on  a  spedaly  cortskuded  *» 
dr*)  and 'Sp6  "  the  dog 
New  VkffiMfa.  Peacoctc.  Arts  Centre 
(01483761)44)  Today. 230pm and 
7  30pm  Then  Mon-Sat  (and  New 
Yea  s  Day).  E30pm  and  7  30pm:  an 
and  New  Year's  Eve.  IXomand 
5  30pm.  UrriK  February  2  Q 

SOUTHAMPTON:  Uorai  Bteur  ofays 
(he  Minor,  wth  Bntt  Extend  as  Hie  Red 
Queen,  n  the  dasac  fatty-tale  of  Snoer 
WMfa  and  tho  Bowen  Dwerfa 
MeyBower.  Commertcaf  Road  (01703 
711811)  Today.  23t*m  and  7pm.  Then 
Tue-SA  7pm:  mats  Wad.  230pm.  Sun 
and  New  Year's  Ere.  1pm  and  5  15pm 
Closed  New  Year's  Ity  Until  Feb  9 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Barbican;  Caursna  Burana  Espenance 
[0171-638  4141)  . . Feattvrt Ha9  The 
Scemc  Eye  Visual  Art  and  the  Theatre 
(0171-9604242)  .  Nsdonat  Theatre: 
Oasto  10171-928  2252) 


and  Jewish  Mantww  Lloyd  dtects. 
Hampstead  SMdas  Cottage  Came. 
NW3 (0171  -7229301)  Mcn-S&Bpm 
mat  Sat  330pm.  UnN  January  18 

H  THE  OFFICIAL  TBIBUTE  TO  THE 
BLUES  BROTHERS:  Another  West  End 
sfaNHng  tor  Die  ertt  songfest  by  guys  In 
black  glasses  Dewd  Lfriand  ckrecc. 
Apoflo.  Siahesbury  Avre.  Wl  (0171- 
494  5070)  MorvTburs,  8pm:  Fti  and  Sat 
Gpmand9pm 

H  THE  WHITE  DEVIL  Gate 
Edwarde'e  ihnkn^y  erotic  and  vtotent 
production  of  Mtebslar.  up  tram 
Straiten],  wrih  Jane  GumetL  Ray  Fearan 
and  good  performances  all  round. 

P«.  Barbican.  ECS  (0181  -638  8891) 
Premewng  tarrigW-SA  7  isprrt  ms  Sat 
2pm  Optra  Jan  7. 7pm  In  rep 

LONG  RUNNERS 

B  Buddy  Strand  (0171-9308800) 

□  Donl  Dram  lac  Ofacwr  Duchess 
(0171-464  5070).  B  Ore— 
Cambridge  (0171-494  5080)  □  An 

Ideal  Huabond-  Ota  Vic  ID1 71-928 
7616)  BAnlnapacflnrC— o 

Game*  (0171-4945085)  .  □  Marita 
Guam  Prime  Edmad  (01 71-447  5400) 
B  Miss  Saigon:  Drury  Law  (01 71-494 
5400)  B  Hie  Uoosefcap 
St  Mann  s  (0 1 7 1-836  1443) 

■  Startgbt  Express-  Apollo  Viptara 
(0171-4166054)  B  Sunset 
Boulevard  Adelphi  (01 71-344  0055) 
Tictei  ntarmation  supplied  by  Sooeiy 
al  London  Theatre 


WMteleyi  B  (0990  B8B690)  Vbgfae; 
Chefaao(0171 3525096)  Fufham 
Road  (0171  370  28361 

THE  PILLOW  BOOK  (18)  AstoumSng 
Pater  Greenaway  flttri  inspired  by  an 
ancient  Japanese  tort.  WBi  Vtaen  Vlte. 
Ewan  McGregor 
Goto  (5  (01 71-727  4043)  Vbgta 
Oleloan  (0171-3525096) 

•  STAR  TREK:  FIRST  CONTACT 
(13  Pat™*  Stewart’s  Enterprise  oa» 
barttes  Ite  Borgs  Acceptable 
arteenture.  if  a  UOtetaosenous  With 
Brant  Sprier.  Alee  Knge  Drector. 
Jonahan  Prates. 

Empire  (0990-886  990)  Odeonra 
Kfanfaglon  (01426914686)  Srirta* 
Cottage  (01426  914098)  Pfazafi 
(0990  388990)  RRzy  (0171-7372121) 
lia  WbNafays  B  (0990  888990) 
VbgfcK  FUbMi  Road  (01 71 -370  2636) 

TiucatfaroB  (01 71-434  0031) 

TWO  MUCH  (PS)  Antoreo  Banderas 
nvants  a  twn  brotaer.  so  he  can  woo 
both  Meianc  Gflffifh  and  Daryl  Hannah. 
Rat  romantic  comedy,  directed  by 
Fernando  Trucba 
Vbgta  Trooodaro  (0171  -43c  oral) 

TIE  VAN  (15)  Fwiandgameswrtha 
bwger  van  during  the  1 990  World  Cup 
Smdars  version  of  Roddy  Doytfl  s 
novel,  with  Calm  Meaney  and  Donat 
O  Kely  DifEcInr.  Stephen  Frears 
ABC  Pardon  Street  (0171-930  06311 
Btaner  S  (0 1 71 -437  43431 
101 71  -837  84021  Rlfay  (01 71-737  2121 » 


Her  royal 
Kirovness 

DANCE:  Debra  Craine’s  faith  is  restored 
by  the  new  Nutcracker  cast  at  the  Coliseum 

On  the  opening  night  of  the  sldtrishness  and  reluctance  project  a 
Kirov's  Coliseum  season  we  unsettling  lack  of  sdf-confdenc 
saw  a  vision  of  Kirov  Asylmurafova  dances  as  though  not} 
Present,  and  what  a  sad  ine  could  tear  her  away  from  the  stag 


DEE  CONWAT 


On  the  opening  night  of  the 
Kirovs  Coliseum  season  we 
saw  a  vision  of  Kirov 
Present,  and  what  a  sad 
sight  h  was.  with  a  youthful  roster  of 
tentative,  half-hearted  dancers  out  of 
touch  with  die  great  heritage  of  their 
company.  Three  nights  later  we  saw  a 
vision  of  Kirov  Past  in  the  shape  of 
Altynai  Asylmuratova  —  and  what  a 
shining  sight  h  was. 

Asylmuratova  is  the  Kirov’s  leading 
ballerina,  although  these  days  she  is  as 
likely  to  be  found  dancing  with  Roland 
Petit  in  France  as  with  the  Russians  in 
St  fttersburg.  She  joined  the  Kirov  in 
1978.  a  graduate  of  the  legendary 
Vaganova  School,  and  within  four 
years  was  made  a  principal.  She  has 
guested  with  most  of  the  world's 
leading  ballet  companies,  who  love  her 
simply  because  she  represents  what  die 
glorious  Kirov  used  to  be. 

Sublime  grandeur  is  not  the  quality 
one  would  immediately  associate  with 
the  Kirov’s  Nutcracker,  and  yet  this  is 
precisely  what  Asylmuratova  brings  to 
the  double  role  of  grown-up  Masha 
and  fantasy  Princess.  One  minute  she 
is  radiating  maidenly  wonderment  as 
Masha;  the  next  she  is  glittering  with 
majestic  authority  as  the  Princess. 
Unlike  those  around  her.  whose 


sldtrishness  and  reluctance  project  an 
unsettling  lack  of  self-confidence, 
Asylmuratova  dances  as  though  noth¬ 
ing  could  tear  her  away  from  the  stage. 
She  throws  herself  into  the  part  with 
ardent  conviction,  playfully  picking  up 
the  musical  cues  and  embellishing  the 
choreography  with  her  own  inspired 
narrative.  Her  unmitigated  joy  — 
directed  straight  at  the  audience  —  is 
uniquely  infectious.  Her  physique  is 
strong,  her  outlines  splendid.  You 
could  not  ask  for  more  in  a  dancer. 

Asylmuratova  was  partnered  by 
Viktor  Baranov's  Nutcracker  Prince, 
handsome  and  stalwart.  Other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  cast  stood  out  in  cameo: 
Nina  Boichenko  elegant  as  Fran 
Stahlbaum,  Alexandra  Gronskaya 
flaming  hot  as  the  Spanish  danaer.  The 
famous  Kirov  corps  de  ballet  went 
through  the  morions  with  a  glum  sense 
of  duty.  Whether  their  downcast  de¬ 
meanour  was  mere  shyness  or  a 
stylistic  dictum,  1  do  not  know.  But  it 
should  be  discouraged. 

If  the  company  as  a  whole  could 
dance  The  Nutcracker  the  way 
Asylmuratova  does,  the  charms  of  the 
KiroVs  old-fashioned  production 
would  be  more  apparent  —  and  the 
vision  of  Kirov  Future  would  be  a  less 
dispiriting  sighL 


The  way  they  were:  Altynai  Asylmuratova  upholds  a  grand  tradition 


CONCERTS:  Medieval  troubadours’  songs  to  charm  the  modems;  a  pianist’s  energetic  debut 

A  nose  for  a  cappella  I  Pedal  extremes 


POOR  Catherine  Bott.  The 
last  time  I  heard  her  give  a 
concert,  in  rite  summer,  she 
had  a  terrible  cold:  at  St  John's 
Smith  Square,  as  part  of  the 
Magenta  Music  Christmas 
Festival,  she  was  again  under 
the  weather. 

As  before,  she  soldiered  on 
and  managed  to  woo  the 
audience  in  a  selection  of 
troubadour  songs  which  she 
performed  unaccompanied. 
There  is  strong  evidence  to 
suggest  that  this  is  how  they 
were  heard  in  the  Middle  Ages 
and.  on  the  basis  of  this 
performance,  they  worked 
very  well.  The  troubadours’ 
outpouring  of  song,  so  sophis¬ 
ticated  in  melody  and  versifi¬ 
cation.  can  astound  the 
modem  listener. 

Bott  dearly  feds  at  ease 
with  this  repertory,  allowing 
each  song  a  natural  flow 
based  on  a  loosely  iso-syllabic 
interpretation  (each  syllable 
having  the  same  duration, 
however  many  notes  axe  allot- 


Catherine  Bott 

St  John’s 
Smith  Square 


ted  to  ii)  that  combines  expres¬ 
sive  flexibility  with  an  under¬ 
lying  sense  of  pulse. 

Through  a  rich  palate  of 
vocal  colour  she  conveys  well 
the  emotional  undertow  of 
each  song,  adopting  a  declam¬ 
atory  but  lyrical  approach  that 
complements  the  high  poetic 
style;  this  worked  especially 
well  in  one  of  the  hits  of  the 
troubadour  repertory.  Can  vei 
la  lauzeta  mover.  Rather  than 
reproduce  the  texts  in  the 
progranune.  she  recited  the 
poems  in  translation  before 
singing,  the  overall  effect 
being  a  kind  of  vocal  snake- 
charming.  Decca  has  just 
issued  a  whole  CD  dedicated 
to  these  songs,  performed  by 
Bott  without  an  instrument  in. 
sight  —  or.  rather,  hearing. 


For  the  second  .half  of  the 
programme  of  early  Baroque 
Christmas  music.  Bott  was 
joined  by  a  small  but  very 
select  group  of  instrumental¬ 
ists.  A  bouquet  of  little-known 
motets  and  songs  by  17th- 
century  Italian  and  German 
composers  ended  with  -a 
Christmas  cantata  by 
Alessandro  Scarlatti.  The  pas¬ 
toral  idiom  dominated,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  charming' 
concluding  Pastorale,  but  a 
minor-key  aria  in  particular 
dearly  foreshadowed  the  op¬ 
eratic  idiom  of  Handel. 

Cattini*  O  che  nouvo  stu¬ 
por.  an  arioso  on  the  shepherd 
theme,  has  a  brief  but  haunt¬ 
ing  Rrtomelio.  expressively 
played  by  Mark  Levy  on 
gamba  and  Paula  Chateau- 
neuf  on  theorbo  By  the  end  of 
the  concert.  Bott’s  cold  was 
taking  its  toll,  but  it  was  an 
enjoyable  evening's  music- 
making  nonetheless. 

Tess  Knighton 


AT  26.  Gabriela  Monterois  a 
woman  with  a  pasL  After 
bong  hailed  as  the  greatest 
living  pianist  in  Venezuela, 
and  compared  wiih:  Evgeny 
Klssin  when  she  was  but  a 
child,  she-absentei.hersdf  for 
seven  years  franr  the  concert 
pUtfoniL  > 

year,  and  made  her  London 
debut  last  week- 

in  those  seven  years.  Mon- 
tero  dearly  learnt  at  least  four 
things:  how  to  play  extremely 
loudly,  how  to  play  extremely 
softly,  how  to  keep  the  sustain¬ 
ing  pedal  depressed  for  as 
long  as  is  harmonically  pos¬ 
sible.  and  how  to  play  almost 
eveiything  as  though  it  were 
Liszt. 

As  it  happened,  Lisa  was 
removed  from  the  programme 
at  the  last  minute:  his 
Funemilles  was  replaced  by 
Chopin's  Polonaise-Fantasie. 
This  immediately  revealed  the  - 
stark  dynamic  contrasts  fa¬ 
voured  by  Montero  which,, 
when  fused  with  a  highly 


Gabriela  Montero 

Wigmore  Hall 


physical,  supple  rubato  and 
some  generous  pedalling,  does 
tend  to  distort  the  musical 
structure  somewhat. 

Schumann’s  Sonata  No  1 
emphasised  the  remarkable 
strength  of  Montero’s  fingers, 
her  formidable  way  with  oc¬ 
tave  passages  and,  fti  the  Aria 
movement,  her  skill  in  creat¬ 
ing  ■  hauntingjy  deliquescent 
quiet  passages.  If  only  she  had 
shown  an  understanding  of 
Schumann's  language  equal 
to  that  of  her  own  idiosyncrat¬ 
ic  pianism. 

Montero  was  more  at  home 
in  Albeniz’S  Iberia,  where  the 
hard,  white  light  of  her  play¬ 
ing.  the  interplay  of  timbres 
between  the  hands,  and  her 
bold  rhythmic  delineation 
could  come  into  their  own. 

Hilary  Finch 
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Surviving  Picasso 
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■  FILM  2 

Back  in  heroic 
mumbling  mode, 
Sylvester  Stallone 
saves  New  Yorkers 
from  a  blazing 
tunnel  in  Daylight 


■  FILM  3 

Abbas  Kiarostami 
completes  his 
moving  Iranian 
trilogy  with 
Through  the 
Olive  frees 


■  FILM  4 

Movie  of  the 
year?  Lars 
von  Trier’s 
Breaking  the 
Waves  will  be 
on  most  lists 


CINEMA:  Geoff  Brovin  looks  in  vain  for  the  genius  inside  the  satyr  in  Picasso;  plus  his  shortlist  of  Films  of  the  Year 


,  srtrio.  spend  Christmas 
yritft  .Pablo  Picasso?  To 
/judge  by  thefilin  Snrviv- 
— <^  ing  JPfcasso  it  would,  not 

be  easy.  He  might  get  you  to  cut  his 
toenails  or  hanvand  file  away  the 
clippings  Tteatly  dated.  If  you  were 
a  woman ;  who  ca  tight  Ws  eye.  he 
mi^ht  make  violent  love;  or  flirt 
osteraatippsly.  fa  discomfit  a  rivaL 
If  you  were  a  man.  in  his  employ,  he 
might  sack  you  abruptly  after 
decades  of  service.  Her  also  might 
paint -a.  masterpiece  or  .  three  and 
haggle  with  dealers  or,  weather 
peimJttuig,  parade  his  bronzed 
cbest, ;prabce  Eke  a  satyr,  and 
celebrate  his  virility  with  toots  oh  a 
trumpet  What  he  won’t  do  is  act 
like  Santa  Gaus. 

This  -is  the  man  played  by 
Anthony  Hopkins  in  the  latest 
Merchant-Ivory  production.  He 
lodes  more  like  Picasso  than  you 
might- imagine.  There  is  the  mole 


artist  as  a  bounder 


Surviving  Picasso 
Warner  West  End 
15, 122  mins 
Gruelling  times 
with  Anthony  Hopkins 

Daylight 

Empire.  12. 115  mins 
A  tunnel  ignites 
.  and  Stallone  yells 

Through  the 
Olive  Trees 

Renoir.  U.  103  mins 
Peace  and  beauty  from  Iran 


above  the  right  eye.  There  is  the 
dose-cropped  hair,  the  vigorous 
tan.  the  dark  brown  eyes.  The 
Spanish  -  accent  is  left  to  our 
imagination,  although  at  least  fads 
Picasso  never  sounds  as  though  he 
was  born  in  Port  Talbot. . 

But  where  is  Picasso  die  towering 
artist  of  the  20th  century,  the  man 
whose  interactions  with  canvas  and 
brush  once  formed  the  material  for 
an  entire  film.  Henn-Georges 
Clouzofs  The  Picasso  Mystery?  Not 
here,  except  msnatcftes.This  film, 
based  on  Ari?nife T^smoppulos'sj 
biography  Picasso e  Creator  and 
Destroyer,,  takes  as  its  subject 
Picasso  and  women:  all  kinds  of 
women,  mistresses  new  and  old, 
with  or  without  children,  plus  one 
estranged  and  deranged  wife.  The 
story  begins  in  1943  in  occupied 
Paris,  when  Picasso  first  meets  an 
art  student,  Frangoise  Gflot  (played 
by  screen  newcomer  Natascha 
McElhonej.  She  stays  for  ten  years, 
experiencing  all  of  the  master's 
cruelty  and  charisma. 

By  focusing  an  the  man's  way¬ 
ward  behaviour,  and  placing  Picas¬ 
so  for  much  of  the  time  in  an 
uncluttered  studio,  the  film  never 
suffers  from  the  piles  of  detail  that 
suffocated  Jefferson  in  Paris.  In¬ 
stead,  it  runs  other  risks.  Where 
Nick  Note's  Jefferson  was  plain 
boring.  Hopkins’s  Picasso  comes  to 
seem  plain  nasty.  Greater  coverage 
of  Picasso  the  artist  would  have 
placed  his  personality  in  context:  as 
the  film  stands,  we  have  little  to 
shield  us  from  the  rampant  egoism 
and  misogyny.  Hopkins’S  ebullient 
performance  only  rubs  salt  in  the 
wounds.  You  want  to  escape  this 
man’s  company. 

In  part  compensation.  Ivory's 
direction  is  more  animated  than 
usual,  and  other  players,  get 
chances  to  shine.  McEIhone  stands' 
her  ground  well  as  the  patient 
Francoise  and  Peter  Eyre  sculpts 


Anthony  Hopkins  looks  more  tike  Picasso  than  you  rmgftl  imagine.  There  is  the  dosecrupped  hair,  the  vigorous  tan,  the  dark  brown  eyes.  But  where  is  Picasso  the  towering  artist  of  the  20th  century?" 


sane  memorable  moments  as  Pi¬ 
casso's  dogsbody-  Sabartes.  Mean- 
whifeJuliaime  Moore  has  fim  with 
the  vampish  -  character  of  Dora 
Maar,  one  of  Francoises  predeces¬ 
sors.  But  for  .better  or  worse  — 
worse,  on  balance  —  this  is  Picas¬ 
so’s  show.  ;  . 

n  now  to  Surviving 
Stallone,  or.  as  the  film¬ 
makers  prefer  to  call  it 
Daylight  Sylvester  Stair 
lane’s  articulation  seems  to  be 
getting  worse.  The  louder  he  yells 
as  he  rescues  people  from  a  fire- 
ravaged  Manhattan  tunnel,  (he 
less  he  can  be  understood.  Not  that 
the  dialogue  is  exactly  NoS  Cow¬ 
ard.  Scriptwriter  Leslie  Bohan's 
idea  of  eloquence  is  to  have  people 
say:  “Who  the  hell  are  you?"  or 
“God,  this  is  too  much!"  (die  latter 
as  water  pours  through  a  tunnel 
cefling). 

Too  much  indeed:  although,  to 
begin  with,  the  spectacle  is  awe¬ 
some.  The  disaster  that  hits  the 
Holland  Tunnel  —  a  collision 
between  a  car  and  a  truck  stacked 
with  trade  goodies  —  is  expertly 
staged.  A  fireball  roars;  ,  cars  are 
crushed:  people  are  fried  to  a  crisp. 
After  such  genuine  excitement,  Rob 


Cohen’s  film  has  no  place  to  go 
except  down,  despite  new  bursts  of 
debris,  water  galore,  and  a  dose 
encounter  with  extractor  fans. 

But  for  ardent  students  of 
disaster  movies.  Daylight  may  be  a 
rewarding  experience  —  simply  by 
sticking  to  the  rules.  Here  is  the 
cross-section  of  humanity.  all  in¬ 
comes.  all  colours,  funnelled  into 
fate  disaster  zone.  Here  is  the 
maverick  man,  Stallone,  who  alone 
has  die  nous  and  firepower  to  save 
them.  Here  once  more  is  the 
decorative  female,  .  Amy 
Brenneroan.  who  survives  the  fire¬ 
ball  to  lend  a  few  rausdes.  There  is 
also  a  dog,  who  lends  a  few  barks. 
It  is  all  very  silly,  veiy  noisy  and 
almost,  but  not  quite,  endearing. 

“I’ve  been  wondering  recently 
why  it  is  that  countries  with  a 
strong  history  of  film-making  are 
turning  out  worse  films  these  days, 
and  countries  with  a  much  younger 
film  industry  are  producing  some 
wonderful  movies."  Thus  spake 
Akira  Kurosawa,  inspired  by  view¬ 
ing  films  by  the  Iranian  Abbas 
Kiarostami  (Neo-Realist,  with  Post- 
Modern  twinges).  He  has  been  an 
art-house  favourite  in  France  for 
years,  and  is  now  deservedly 
making  inroads  here. 


Kurosawa’s  question  is  not  so 
hard  to  answer.  Large  commercial 
industries  lend  to  breed-  factory 
products,  made  to  a  formula  by 
artisans.  Look  at  Daylight.  Strug¬ 
gling  industries  still  create  individ¬ 
ual  items,  shaped  by  artists.  Look 
at  Kiarostami’s  idiosyncratic  and 
moving  Through  the  Olive  Trees. 

This  is  the  third  in  a  trilogy 
begun,  quite  by  chance,  with 
Where  Is  My  Friend's  House  in 
1987.  The  Iranian  earthquake  of 
1990  devastated  Koker  and  other 
villages  visited  for  that  touching 
tale  and  Kiarostami  used  his 
search  for  his  own  friends  among 
the  cast  as  a  basis  for  And  Life  Goes 
On.  In  Olive  Trees,  completed  in 
1994.  Kiarostami  returns  again  to 
Koker,  io  simulate  the  filming  of 
And  Ufe  Goes  On.  He  does  this 
partly  to  play  with  the  boundaries 
of  cinema  arid  reality  (something  of 
an  Iranian  obsession),  and  partly  to 
highlight  a  human  drama  that 
occurred  during  shooting  the  earli¬ 
er  film. 

A  young  local  bricklayer,  hired 
as  an  actor,  finds  himself  cast  as  the 
Husband  of  a  local  girl  whose 
grandmother,  in  real  life,  had 
refused  his  offer  of  marriage.  The 
girl’s  obstreperousness  makes  film¬ 


ing  difficult,  but  the  bricklayer 
takes  advantage  of  the  repeated 
takes  and  enforced  closeness  to  woo 
the  lady  once  more. 

Those  who  missed  the  two  instal¬ 
ments  will  miss  the  resonances  of 
familiar  faces,  not  to  mention  the 
Chines  e-box  feeling  of  one  film 
locked  inside  another.  But  if  the 
frills  pass  you  by.  the  core  material 
should  fascinate.  Kiarostami's 
camera  can  take  an  age  observing 
things:  be  prepared  to  be  patient. 
As  a  reward,  you  come  to  share  a 
humane  director’s  reverence  for 
ordinary  people  in  a  landscape  still 
under  the  earthquake's  shadow. 

Olive  Trees  bears  a  U  certificate, 
although  if  you  suspect  that  the 
kids  may  nor  sit  still  during  an 
I  ranian  masterpiece  there  are  other 
films  to  prise  the  family  out  of  the 
house.  The  mischievous  Matilda, 
based  on  Roald  Dahl's  novel,  will 
give  parents  the  most  enjoyable 
time.  Disney’s  101  Dalmatians 
passes  muster,  though  more  for 
Glenn  Close’s  performance  than 
the  dogs.  Star  Trek:  First  Contact 
the  season's  other  big  bauble,  is  a 
source  of  delight  for  hardcore 
Trckkers,  but  more  objective  view¬ 
ers  may  be  bored. 

Reviewing  the  year’s  releases. 


one  realises  with  a  shudder  how 
few  memorable  films  America  has 
produced.  Independence  Day  was 
hyped  to  the  stratosphere,  but  no 
media  blitz  or  special  effects  could 
arrest  the  damage  caused  by  its 
muddled  script.  American  films 
that  stuck  their  neck  out  of  the  rut 
can  be  counted  on  one  hand:  12 
Monkeys.  Seven.  Safe.  Toy  Story 
(for  technique  if  not  plot  material) 
and.  towering  above  them  all.  the 
Coen  brothers'  wintry,  wry  Fargo. 

Equally,  we  have  scarcely 
been  showered  with  ma¬ 
jor  delights  from  other 
countries.  Lars  von  Trier’s 
astonishing  Breaking  the  Waves 
leaps  to  mind;  as  does  Claude 
Samel's  urbane  Nelly  6  Monsieur 
Amaud.  Mike  Leigh's  uneven 
Secrets  &  Lies  still  lops  the  line-up 
from  Britain,  although  Gillies 
MacKinnon's  Small  Faces  should 
not  be  forgonen.  No  one  has  had 
any  chance  to  forger  Trainspotting. 

We  should  acknowledge,  too. 
those  films  that  dared  to  be. 
stylistically  extreme  and  expect  an 
audience  to  have  more  than  a 
handful  of  brain  cells.  Not  all  were 
successful,  but  a  cinema  goer's  life 
would  be  dim  indeed  without 


Angelopoulos's  Ulysses'  Gaze.  Rob-  ; 
ert  Lepage's  Le  Confessional.  [ 
Wong  Kar-Wri's  Fallen  Angels  or 
Koreeda  Hirokasu’s  Maborosi .  a  ; 
haunting  film  about  life,  death  and 
bereavement. 

As  the  films  tumbled  out  week  ' 
after  week,  several  worrying  phe-  ! 
nomena  occurred  outside  the  cine-  ; 
mas.  Lottery  money  began  j 
dripping  through  to  local  produc-  \ 
ers  just  as  the  available  outlets  for  1 
independent  films  began  to  shrivel  ! 
even  more:  we  may  be  funding  j 
films  that  no  one  has  much  chance  j 
to  see.  Media  pontificators  i 
whipped  themselves  up  into  a  fury  l 
over  a  film  few  in  Britain  have  yell 
seen:  David  Cronenberg's  Crash,  a 
technically  skilled  but  dramaticalfy- 
limited  exploration  of  the  car-sex:,* 
violence  equation,  based  on  a  novefr 
published  23  years  ago. 

And  the  British  Film  Institute 
crowned  a  sad  year  by  securing  £15. 
million  of  lottery  lolly  for  a  tourist, 
attraction  in  sheep's  clothing  — 
London's  third  scheduled  IlClAX 
screen,  Towering  t>5fr  high  and  95ft 
wide  in  the  Bull  Ring,  Waterloo. 
None  of  this  is  exactly  the  basis  for 
a  happy  new  year  but.  as  Scarlett 
observed  in  Gone  With  the  Wind, 
tomorrow  is  another  day. 


Painting  is  about  colour, 
without  necessarily  any 
great  input  of  -  form; 
sculpture  is  about  form,  with 
hardly  ever  an  important  ele¬ 
ment  of  colour.  Right?  Well, 
not  invariably,  as  a  major 
international  exhibition  at  the 
Henry  Moore  institute  -  in 
Leed*  sets  out  to  demonstrate. 

To  begin  with,  our  percep¬ 
tion  of  sculpture  is  founded 
largely  on  a  misapprehension. 
The  Parthenon  friezes  and  die 
sculpted  wist  fronts  of  medi¬ 
eval  cathedrals  are  thought  of 
as  we  see  them  today:  pure 
white  when  in  marble,  a  range 
of  discreet  stone  shades  when 
noL  But  people  who  saw  them 
when  they  were  new  would 
have  been  confronted  instead 

with  a  panoply  of  strong,  even 
garish  colour.  Full  realisation 
of  this  came  as  archaeological 
and  ecdesiologicai  studies  de¬ 
veloped  during  the  19th  centu¬ 
ry.  and  what  scholars 
recognised  one  day  artists 
would  catch  on  to  the  next 
John  Gibson’S  Tinted  Venus 
(1851-56)  represented  a  water¬ 
shed  in  Britain,  and  pdpture 
blossomed  rapidly  into  full 
colour  sB  over  the  Western 
world. 

The  exhibition  points  out 
that  as  well  as  "art  sculpture" 
there  was  a  continuing  tradh 
nan  of  church  sculpture,  the 
domain  of  craftsmen  rather 

than  artists,  which  never 
abandoned  poiychromy.  Some 


the  stone 

VISUAL  ART:  The  Victorian 
heyday  of  coloured  sculpture  is 
marked  by  a  new  Leeds  show 


he  anonymous  examples 
tvn  are  surprisingly  char- 
rful,  far  indeed  from  fate 
ftarine  saints  of  conven- 
.  Again,  increasing  West¬ 
awareness  of  rion- 
opean  traditions,  from  the 
mt  or  the  ancient  Middle 
t,  played  its  part  • 
lany  erf  the  subjects  of 
e  sculptures  are  dutifully 
ic.  as  though  that  in  itself 
:  intellectual  respectability 
deviation  from  what  was 
felt  to  be  classical  tradi- 
.  Hence,  if.  like  Charles 
dier.  the  sculptor  set  out  to 
id  a  Jewess  of  Algiers 
ind  1862,  it  would  seem 
nentiy  reasonable  that  he 
ltd  do  so  in  a  heady  mix  of 
e  and  bronze,  gilt  and 
y.  Whereas  if  he  were  to 
a  instead  a  Jewess  of 
%ue  he  would  be  more 
jy  to  do  ir  in  the  russet 
ietyof  bronze. 


A  taste  for  colour  in  sculp¬ 
ture  reached  its  apogee  with 
thejrn  de  slide  Decadents  and 
the  birth  of  Modernism.  The 
colour  was  achieved  in  various 
ways.  Sometimes  ft  was  sim¬ 
ply  painted  an.  But  more 
frequently  it  was  the  result  of  a 
wi!  cl  mixing  of  materials.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  chris- 
dephantine  sculpture,  for  in¬ 
stance,  witfi  its  combinations 
of  ivory  and  bronze,  so  that  the 
feces  and  hands  of  the  piece 
would  be  given  a  Idling,  flesh¬ 
like  pallor  in  comparison  with 
the  dark  richness  of  the  bronze 
garments  into  which  They  were 
set 

This  kind  of  sadpnire.  par¬ 
ticularly  as  represented  by  the 
camp  fantasies  of  Chiparius,  is 
much  collected  today.  But  in 
Leeds  one  can  see  fate  tech¬ 
nique  used  also  by  major 
figures  such  as  Alfred  Gilbert- 

Sculptors  of  the  period  also 


ventured  seriously  into  “less 
serious"  media  such  as  ceram¬ 
ic,  or  worked  extensively  in 
materials  like  wax  (Medardo 
Rosso)  or  pate  de  verre  (Jean 
Cros)  to  extend  the  whole 
range  of  sculptural  possibility. 

But  sculpture  is  sculpture  is 
sculpture.  If  it  is  in  three 
dimensions,  even  with  a  bas 
relief,  it  does  not  matter  how 
highly  coloured  ft  may  be.  A 
coloured  plaster  relief  by  Rob¬ 
ert  Anning  Bell  may  be  very 
similar  in  style  and  size  to  his 
paintings,  but  because  of  the 
dement  of  dimensionality  the 
ultimate  effect  is  quite  differ¬ 
ent  And  there  is  no  denying 
the  added  power  Jean-Leon 
Gerome’s  Bust  of  Bellona 
derives  from  the  gilt  and  the 
in/ays. 

■  Camille  Claudel’S  Lost  in 
Thought  goes,  in  principle, 
even  nearer  to  the  edge  of  that 
kitsch  which  is  always  a 
danger  in  coloured  sculpture, 
by  constituting  itself  as  a  sort 
of  fancy  lamp,  with  the  light  in 
it  emanating  from  the  fire¬ 
place  before  which  the  female 
figure  pensively  kneels.  But 
imagination  can  somehow 
contrive  to  make  anything 
look  serious  and  right 

John 

Russell  Taylor 

•  Henry  Moon  Institute,  74  The 
Head  ran.  Leeds  (0113-246  9409). 
until  April  6.  Closed  today,  Jan  1. 

March  28  and  31 


Jean- Baptiste  Hughes's  Ravenna  (1885):  a  piece  from  the 
golden  —  and  other  hues  —  age  of  coloured  sculpture 


Blues  for  Green 


ANYONE  who  was  touched 
by  rhe  brilliance  of  Peter 
Green  in  his  prime  will  surely 
view  his  current  rehabilitation 
with  mixed  feelings.  An  early 
victim  of  rock’s  drug  culture, 
he  was  in  his  day  a  guitarist  of 
supernatural  .eloquence  and  a 
singer  who  conveyed  a  dark 
sadness  even  beyond  the 
mournful  essence  of  the  blues. 

While  it  is  wonderful  that  he 
has  recovered  to  the  point 
where  he  can  undertake  a 
European  tour  with  his  Splin¬ 
ter  Group,  the  passage  of  time 
has  not  been  kind  to  the  50- 
year-old  founder  of  Fleetwood 
Mac.  Half  a  lifetime  spent 
battling  demons  has  clearly 
drained  him  of  much  of  his 
artistic  vigour. 

As  he  took  the  stage  on 
Sunday,  his  demeanour  was 
hesitant  and  absent-minded, 
although  there  was  no  mistak¬ 
ing  the  pleasure  and  growing 
confidence  he  derived  from  an 
emotional  reception. 

The  set  itself  was  an  uneasy 
combination  of  this  and  that. 
There  were  blues  standards, 
including  the  Clark/Perkins 
song  Homework  and  Sonny 
Bey  Williamson's  Help  Me 
(one  of  several  numbers  on 
which  Green  played  harmoni¬ 
ca);  new  wrngs  such  as  Indians 
and  TTna.  during  which 


POP  ; 

Splinter  Group 
Empire,  W12 


Green  played  a  discreet  sup¬ 
porting  role  to  singer  and 
guitarist  Nigel  Watson;  and 
old  Fleetwood  Mac  favourites, 
which  generally  worked  best. 

The  presence  of  drummer. 
Cozy  Powell  and  bassist  Neil 
Murray  was  a  mixed  blessing. 
Essentially  a  heavy-rock  - 
rhythm  section,  they  provided" 
a  valuable  thrust  to  numbers 
such  as  The  Green  Manalishi 
and  Black  Magic  Woman,  but 
at  other  times  seemed  in 
danger  of  overwhelming 
Green.  Often  it  was  left  to 
Watson  to  guide  proceedings, 
and  to  take  the  key  solos,  as  he' 
did  during  most  of  Albatross. 
At  times  it  sounded  uncom¬ 
fortably  (ike  pub-rock. 

They  did  not  anempt 
Green's  signature  song.  Man 
of  the  World,  although  the 
recorded  version  was  played 
over  rhe  PA  speakers  as  the  ; 
crowd  filed  out.  Nearly  three 
decades  later,  it  still  sounded 
heanbreakingly  sad. 

*  David  Sinclair 
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Creatures  small  and  great 


AU  of  us  haw  had  a 
childhood,  and  we 
claim  ihe  territory 
even  while  wc  dis¬ 
pute  the  best  way  to  tell  its 
stories.  In  her  introduction  to 
The  Faber  Book  of  Contempo¬ 
rary  Stories  about  Childhood. 
Lorrie  Moure  discusses  her 
uwn  choices,  and  what  these 
chosen  stories  have  in  com 
mon.  All  are  written  in  the  first 
person,  and  almost  all  of  them 
arc  about  what  Moore 
describes  as  "moral  occa 
sions":  that  is.  moments  of 
discovery,  testing,  encounter 
or  discernment  on  the  part  of 
the  child.  American  childhood, 
in  particular,  is  the  subject  of 

this  anthology,  and  naturally 
su.  as  two  thirds  of  the  stories 
are  written  by  Americans. 

Pbssibly  the  dream  of  the 
right  to  pursue  happiness  is 
buried  more  deeply  in  the 
American  psyche  than  in 
any  other.  These  stories 
about  childhood  tend 
to  confront  head-on 
the  incompatibility  between 
that  dream  and  what  actually 
happens.  In  Toni  Cade  Bam 
barn's  ebullient  Gorilla.  My 
Love  the  narrator’s  ferocious 
sense  of  fairness  is  affronted  at 
every-  mm  by  “grown-ups 
playing  change-up  and  tumirt 
you  round  every  which  way  so 
bad".  Disillusionment  can  be 
subtle  or  blatant.  In  Susan 
Minot's  Hiding ,  a  mother  and 
her  six  children  come  up  with 
the  idea  of  hiding  in  the  airing- 
cupboard  when  her  father 
returns  home.  To  their  dis¬ 
may,  he  shows  no  concern  at 
their  absence,  but  sits  down 
and  switches  on  the  football 
game.  The  reader’s  reaction  to 
this  may  depend  on  whether 
he  or  she  is  a  parent  or  a  child. 
And  this  is.  perhaps,  one  of  the 
problems  in  the  anthology’s 
default  setting  of  the  American 
child  first-person  narrator.  A 
perspective  which  at  first 
seems  fresh,  poignant,  touch¬ 
ing.  or  chastening  may  appear 
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less  so  20  stories  an  into  the 

The  finest  stories,  as  always, 
are  the  least  predictable. 
While  they  speak  from  the 
intimacy  of  common  experi¬ 
ence.  they  do  so  in  a  way  that 
astonishes  because  it  is  so 
recognisable,  and  yet  so  new. 
Alice  Munro's  brilliance  is 
well  represented  by  The  Tur¬ 
key  Season,  told  by  a  14-year- 
old  schoolgirl  gutting  turkeys 
as  a  holiday  job,  who  enters  a 
world  as  strange  to  her  as  the 
deathly  cold  ...  in  the  tur¬ 
key's  dark  insides.”  Rigorous, 
tender  and  exact,  Munro  does 
not  put  a  foot  wrong. 

Edna  O'Brien  is  also  in 
complete  command  of  her 
material  here.  In  My  Mothers 
Mother  she  writes  of  the 
child's  longing  for  her  mother 
becoming  the  desire  to  break 
away  from  her,  as  her  grand¬ 
father  slouches  forward  into 
the  death  that  terrifies  him. 
and  is  laid  out  looking  "like  a 
frosted  plank”.  O’Brien  is 
wonderful  on  the  bizarre  and 
fearsome  detail  that  hedges  a 
child's  life.  Then  there  is 
Spalding  Gray'S  Sex  and 
Death  to  the  Age  14  with  its 
immortal,  untruthful  final 
line:  "Yes.  yes.  I'll  buckle 
down.  I'll  buckle  dawn.  Ill  da 
it.  I’ll  buckle  down.”  All  the 
resistance  and  feigning  grace 
of  childhood  lie  in  that  prom¬ 
ise  of  obedience. 
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Dark  vision  of  childhood:  The  Gashlycrumb  Times  from  The  World  of  Edward  Gorey.  by  Clifford  Ross  and  Karen  Wilkin  (Abrams,  £215) 


Howard  Davies  prefers  a  subscription  to  an  anthology 


The  effects  of  the  long 
closure  of  the  TLS  in 
1979  are  still  with  us. 
Both  The  London  Renew  of 
Books  and  The  Literary  Re¬ 
view  awe  their  origins  to  the 
vacuum  created  by  the  Thom- 
son-Ttmes  dispute,  whose  ca¬ 
sus  belli  is  long  forgotten. 
There  was.  in  fact,  a  third 
pretender  to  the  TLS  throne: 
Quarto,  edited  by  Richard 
Boston.  But  while  it  discovered 
a  legion  of  talented  and  witty 
writers  (and  me)  its  financial 
resources  expired  in  less  than 
two  years. 

Both  Quarto  and  the  The 
Literary  Review  were.  I  would 
judge,  essentially  opportunis¬ 
tic  creations,  seeking  to  fill  a 
market  gap.  The  Literary  Re¬ 
view  has.  with  Naim  Attallah’s 
support,  survived  longer,  and 
its  largesse  fin  £30  doses) 
allowed  one  impoverished 
Treasury  official  to  buy  a 
square  meal  or  two  in  the  early 
1955'Js  an  the  back  of  some 
caustic  novel  reviews. 

But  The  L/indon  Review  of 
Bonks  was  something  else:  a 
magazine  with  political  ambi¬ 
tions.  targeted  at  achieving  the 
intellectual  eminence  on  the 
left,  over  here,  of  The  New 
York  Review  of  Books,  over 
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there.  It  was  to  be  more  than  a 
collection  of  book  reviews, 
rather  a  journal  of  opinion;  a 
journal  with  attitude. 

The  breadth  of  The  London 
Review  of  Books' s  ambition  is 
described  here  in  a  'Reader's 
Note"  from  Perry  Anderson: 
“No  other  journal  in  the 
country  published  such  lethal 
arracks  on  the  callousness, 
futility  and  corruption  of  the 
conservative  system  of  pow¬ 
er."  These  things  can  be  seen 
most  clearly.  I  find,  from  the 
history  department  at  UCLA. 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

Spend  £30  or  more  and  recave  a  T0%  discount  on  your  order 
Spend  ESO  and  receive  10%  off  anti  a  £3  credit  for  orders  in  1997 
Spend  £100  and  receive  10%  off  and  a  £7  crecfit  tor  ordeis  m  1997 

•  FREE  UK  pap  •  Mwy  in  MO  days,  subjad  to  moSatOtf 
•24-boursarrt^  Staff  a^>bto10aro^pni.Wonday  through  Sunday 

•  Otfar  tndi  (Mounter 31, 1996  and  appffcs  tor  Htas  entered  M  WO*  only 


Fortunately,  neither  this  col¬ 
lection.  nor  the  Review  itself, 
concentrates  exclusively  on  the 
futility  of  the  Conservative 
System  of  power.  Tlte  maga¬ 
zine  has  also  been  a  home  of 
good  writing,  often  by  people 
who  know  something  about 
the  matters  whereof  they 
speak.  Both  Edward  Said  and 
R.W.  Johnson,  for  example, 
have  illuminated  Middle  East¬ 
ern  and  South  African  politics 
for  British  readers,  and  they 
are  well  represented  here.  For 
a  long  time  A  J.  P.  Taylor's 
diaries  were  a  special  plea¬ 
sure:  sadly,  there  is  no  sample 
of  them  in  the  Anthology  — 
only  a  rather  limp  episode 
from  Alan  Bennett,  who  has 
written  far  more  amusingly  at 
other  limes. 

Both  of  its  editors  so  far. 
Karl  Miller  and  Mary-Kay 
Wilmers.  have  also  shown  a 
good  eye  for  the  quirky,  off- 
centre  piece,  which  needs  a 
longer  space  to  breathe  than  is 
typically  provided  elsewhere. 
Nicholas  Penny's  discussion  of 
picture  frames,  and  Stanley 
Ca veil's  exegesis  of  the  scripts 
of  Marx  Brothers  films,  are 
brilliant  examples.  1  knew 
little  of  picture  frames,  and 
cared  less.  Now  i  shall  bure 
my  friends  with  talk,  of  taber¬ 
nacles  and  “Sansovinos";  a 
whole  new  field  of  gallery 
trainspotting  opens  up. 

But  Miller  and  Wilmcrs 
also  have  enthusiasms  which  I 
cannot  share.  Edward  Lut- 
twak's  Why  Fascism  is  the 
iVave  of  the  Future  is  so  much 
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All  on  principle 


HARRY  WU.  who  survived  19 
years  in  the  Chinese  gulag,  is  a 
man  of  principle.  After  reach¬ 
ing  safety  in  the  United  States 
he  returned  to  China  five 
times  to  reveal  that  prisoners 
manufacture  export  goods 
and,  if  executed,  have  their 
organs  ripped  out  for  commer¬ 
cial  transplant  He  was  re¬ 
imprisoned  last  year  for  two 
months.  In  this  honest  mem¬ 
oir,  Troublemaker  One 
Man's  Crusade  Against  Chi¬ 
na's  Crueltv  {Chano  St 
Windus,  EI0.99;  ISBN  0  7011 
657?  4).  he  shows  his  prinri- 
ples  can  takeabsurd  as  well  as 
noble  forms.  On  one  of  his 
undercover  trips  to  China  he 
met  a  day-release  prisoner 
serving  15  years  and  dying  of 
cancer.  Mr  Wu  gave  him  all 
the  American  food  in  his 
backpack  and  (he cigarettes  he 
carried  for  bribes. 

Spotting  some  nearby 
guards.  Mr  Wu  jumped  in  his 
hired  car.  Then  he  remem¬ 
bered  one  of  his  principles.  He 
ordered  the  driver  to  go  back. 
With  the  guards  now  close  he 
snatched  back  the  cigarettes, 
saying  “I'm  not  giving  you 
chose  damn  things.  Tney  are 
bad  for  your  health."  But  Mr 
Wu  is  far  from  absurd.  Like 
survivors  cf  the  Holocaust  he 
is  driven  ro  make  sure  no  one 
forgers.  He  concedes  that  he 
thrives  on  risk.  He  sneaked 
into  a  hospital  ward  and 
filmed  a  patient  who  cheerful¬ 
ly  described  the  prisoners 
whose  kidneys  had  been 
transplanted  into  all  the  men 
in  the  room.  Peking  at  first 
denied  such  allegations,  but 
now  adays  claims 'dial  prison¬ 
ers  give’  their  consent  before 
they  are  shot. 


His  own  sentence  in  1960 
was  for  saying  during  a  univ¬ 
ersity  discussion  that  the 
Soviet  Union’s  invasion  of 
Hungary  was  illegal.  19  years 
inside  would  have  been 
enough  for  most  men.  But  Mr 
Wu  is  hard  on  his  fellow- 
countrymen.  “1  believe  there  is 
something  intrinsic  about  the 
Chinese  personality  that  al¬ 
lows  us  to  shift  from  emperor 
to  chairman,  that  allows  us  to 
treat  our  own  people  as 
slaves." 

After  Mr  Wu  was  arrested 
on  his  last  trip  to  China,  in 
1995.  he  says  Chinese-Ameri- 
can  businessmen  and  lawyers 
with  China  contacts  kept  silent 
for  fear  of  losing  their  access. 
His  remarkable  Taiwanese 
wife  swung  into  action  and 
before  long  Warren  Christo¬ 
pher.  then  American  Secre¬ 
tary'  of  State,  warned  the 
Chinese  that  relations  would 
suffer  unless  Mr  Wu  was 
released.  So  did  Henry  Kissin¬ 
ger,  a  dose  friend  of  China. 
Baroness  Thatcher  weighed 
in.  The  Chinese  were  notified 
that  Hillary  Clinton  might  not 
attend  the  Peking  women's 
conference.  Mr  Wu  was  glad 
to  get  out  of  prison  but  he 
remains  hard  to  please:  “Mrs 
Clinton  for  me  was  a  bargain 
for  China." 

He  admires  Ahab  and  his 
pursuit  of  Moby  Dick.  “People 
say. ‘Yes.  but  Ahab  dies.’  and  I 
say  'Yes.  but  the  whale  dies, 
tuo' . . .  Ahab  chased  the  white 
whale,  and  now  l  chase  the 
while  whale  or  communism." 
But  the  whale  kills  Ahab. 
destroys  almost  everything 
else,  and  does  not  die. 

Jonathan  Mirsky 


Jeanette  Win  tors  on;  writes  as  if  she  is  at  peace  with  herself  and  the  world 


Grand  Unified 
Theories  (grat¬ 
ingly  abbreviated 
to  GUTs)  pretend 
toward  proving  that  the 
fundamental  structu  red  f  the 
physical  world,  evety  thing 
of  any  matter  (you.  me,  the 
Universe)  is  in  a  state  of 
eternal,  elegant,  slippery 
flux.  ' 

This. is  Max  Planck's  fault 
If  he  and  Einstein,  and' 
Schrodinger  and  Heisen¬ 
berg  after  them,  had  kept 
their  eyes  on  the  arrow  and 
thgir  minds  theoretically 


Maritime 


in  quarky 
prose  ,  . 

be  worthy  of  its  subject: 
Jeanette  .  Wiinterscn,$  -Gut 
Symmetries  is  a  wise  -and 
wonder-filled  naveL 
Its  premise  is  sublime:  to 


dosed  at  the  turn  of  the .  propose  that  there  aze.exuF 
century,  then  your  head  and  tential  symmetries  inherent 
-mine  and  Jeanette  Winter-  in  everything  tfaar.is,-. .that 
.  son’s  might  still  be  as  bliss-  ■  was,  th^  wflLe^bfe-.rShys*  ■ 
fully  stuffed  with  goo  as  any  ics,  mftih^aaiBPf^Isic. 
(Fig)  Newton.  ■  .  painting,?  one  of  ihe  novel's 

But  Time  marches  on  narrators  'declares,  “my  polF 
(when  it's  not  marching  past  tics,  my  love  for  you, ;  my 
and/or  marching  off),  and  work,  the  star-dust  of  my 
.  what  physicists  of  this  cento-  -  body,  the('spirit  that  impels 
ry  have  given  us  are  not  it,  clocks  diurnal,  time  per- 
more  solid  proofs,  more  petual,  the  roll,,  rough, 
stable  models  of  material 

existence,  bur  a  set  of  possi-  - - - - 

bilities  based  on  things  (the  GUT  SYMMETRIES 
subatomic  perfoimers  for-  By  Jeanette  Wmterson 
merty  known  as  Quarks”)  new 

which  have  never  actually  tStN^bSrdSos 

been  proven  to  exist. .  _ ; _ 

Sound  familiar?  Heradi-  " 
tus  would  feel  right  at  home  tender,  swamping,  liberat- 
with  our  current  Uncertain-  ing.  breathing,  moving, 
ty  Principle.  So  would  Para-  thinking  nature,  human  na- 
celsus.  As  would  any  rure  and  the  cosmos  are 
Paraclete.  in  fact;  and  every  patterned  together." 

modern  poet,  novelist  and  _ j 

dramatist  worth  the  SALT.  “  ■  perhaps  it  seems 
Panicle  theory  lends  itself  1  M surprising  that 
sublimely  to  practitioners  of  m\'  physicists  seek 
parts  of  speech  —  and  (but  of  JL.  '•  beauty,"  she  con¬ 
course)  vice,  versa.  The  very  tinues.  “but  in  tact  they  have 
word  quark  as  a  name  for  no  choice...  The  tougher  the 
something  that  must  be  but  problem  the  more  beautiful 
(so  far)  isnX  was  mischie-  the  solution.”  As  if  to  satisfy 
vously  appropriated  from  that  maxim.  Winterson  does 
Joyce's  huzza  in  Finnegans  two  astonishing  things  at 
Wake.  “Three  quarks  for  once.  She  conceives  a  book  of 
M usfer  Mark!"  mirrors,  and  she  hangs  it  in 

Unfortunately,  most  of  front  of  us,  capturing  us  in 
these  quarky  works  have  its  reflections, 
failed  muster,  and  missed  ft  is  a  tale  of  Joyce's  three 
rheir  marks  (Tom  Stoppard’s  original  quarks,  and  plays 

brave  attempt  in  Hapgood,  on  the -theory  that  they  can 
and  Martin  Amis’s  meehani-  be  or  are  or  will  be  or  have 
cat  Time's  Arrow,  for  exam-  always  been  Unified.  Narra- 
ple).  But  now  at  last  a  gutsy'  tivdy.  she  translates  partide 
writer  has  provided  a  Theory  into  three  forces:  a 
GUTsy  work  —  playful,  man  (Giovanni,  called  Jove], 

elegant  and  multi-dimen-  his  wife  (Stella)  and  his 
sionaliy  luminous  enough  to  mistress-  (Alluvia;  called  Al¬ 


ice)  —  and  unites  them  in  all 
possible  combos  (Jove  and 
Stella;  Alice  and  Jove;  Stella 
and  Alice)-  Further,  and 
seemingly  effortlessly,  she 
combines  them  not  only 
carnally  (in  more  ways  than 
one),  but  historically,  rang¬ 
ing  her  narrative  backward 
a  generation  through  time 
and  through  place.  - . 

Winxerson's  sense  of  place 
and  power  of  description 
have  never  been  better — it  is 
as  though  all  her  previous 
works  of  fiction  have  been 
exercises  working  up  to  this 
achievement  One  senses  her 
masteryon  each  page  — and 
one  senses,  too,  that  the 
sensibfliiy.Jnforrning  the 
narrative  is-dne  that  is  at 


pamtmg,”  orieol;tire  novel's  ,.  peace  wfth:hersdf  and  the 
narrators  declares,  “my  poll-  world:  she’s  no  longer  writ- 


tics,  my  love  for  you,  my 
work,  the  star-dust  of  my 
body,  the.spirit  that  impels 
it,  clocks  diurnal,  time  per¬ 
petual  tiie  roll,,  rough. 
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tender,  swamping,  liberat¬ 
ing.  breathing,  moving, 
thinking  nature,  human  na¬ 
ture  and  the  cosmos  are 
patterned  together." 


“  I  perhaps  it  seems 
1  ^surprising  that 
I  ,  physicists  -seek 
•  beauty,"  she  con¬ 
tinues,  “but  in  fact  they  have 
no  choice . . .  The  tougher  the 
problem  the  more  beautiful 
ihe  solution.”  As  if  to  satisfy 
that  maxim.  Winterson  does 
two  astonishing  things  at 
once.  She  conceives  a  book  of 
mirrors,  and  she  hangs  it  in 
front  of  us,  capturing  us  in 
its  reflections. 

ft  is  a  tale  of  Joyce's  three 
original  quarks,  and  plays 
on  the -theory  that  they  can 
be  or  are  or  will  be  or  have 
always  been  Unified.  Narra¬ 
tively.  she  translates  partide 
theory  into  three  forces:  a 
man  (Giovanni,  called  Jove], 
his  wife  (Stella)  and  his 
mistress-  (Alluvia;  called  Al- 


ing  to  prove  she  can  write, 
nor  writing  to  put  out  a 
smouldering  argument.  This 
is  a  folly  matured  book,  all 
the  more  astonishing  be¬ 
cause  of  the  author’s  age  and 
because  of  (I  must  say  it)  the 
conceit  and  emptiness  of 
heart  in  some  of  her  previous 
work. 

A  lingering  trace  of  that 
conceit  still  dogs  the  begin¬ 
ning,  of  the  novel  (and  its 
brazenly  nose-thumbing  tit¬ 
le),  but  as  soon  as  Winterson 
stops  announcing  what  she's 
going  to  do  and  just  does  it  a 
magic  occurs  and  the  narra¬ 
tive  sings.  Small  perfections 
multiply  throughout  —  her 
choice  of  names  for  charac¬ 
ters,  for  example:  her  stun¬ 
ning  aphorismic  rums;  her 
poet's  dsions,  both  pre-  and 
con-. 

What  begins  as  a  story 
about  one  woman's  affair, 
evolves  (as  true  love  always 
does)  into  a  maner  of  spiritu¬ 
al  oneness.  “We  are  and  we 
are  not  our  bodies,” 
Winterson  writes.  "Love 
bears  all  things,  believes  all 
things,  hopes  all  things, 
endures  all  things.  Love 
never  ends  ” 

Nor  will  this  novel’s  poten¬ 
tial  to  generate  its  wisdom 
and  its  joy.  To  the  extent  that 
she  has  written  a  story  that 
becomes  a  pan  of  its  reader. 
Jeanette  Winterson  has  giv¬ 
en  us  the  quantum  novel. 
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eyewash.  Christopher  Hit¬ 
chens's  name-dropping  hat¬ 
chet  job  on  Bill  Clinton  is 
hopelessly  unpersuasive.  And 
Neal  Ascheiion  writes  as 
pompously  here  as  he  does  in 
The  Independent  on  Sunday. 
In  his  case,  twice  as  long  i? 
simply  twice  as  dull. 

So  then:  are  disappoint¬ 
ments  in  this  curated  egg.  But. 
on  balance,  the  Review  still 
adds  to  the  gaiety  of  life  and 
remains  a  Listing  memorial  to 
the  most  fruitfol  industrial 
dispute  of  the  winter  of  discon¬ 
tent-  Bur  the  attempt  in  this 
collection  to  construct  a 
London  Review  of  Books 
“world  view"  simply  fails. 
Take  out  a  subscription 
instead. 


The  novels  of  Forester 
and  Rarrick  O'Brian 
with  their  two  naval 
champions.  Horablowcr  and 
Aubrey,  have  inspired  genera¬ 
tions  of  youth  in  Britain  and 
abroad  so  much  that  these 
fictional  heroes  are  cuit  figures 
and  Jack  Aubrey  enjoys  his 
uwn  homtf-pases  on  trier  World 
Wide  Web. 

How  many  realise  that  this 
is  art  imitating  life?  For  their 
plots,  both  have  drawn  on  the 
adventures  of  the  naval  offi¬ 
cers  whnw  Ibis  spring  from 
the  pages  of  the  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography  or  from 
O'Byme's  Naval  Biography. 
In  these  volumes  your  breath 
is  taken  by  the  almost  incredi¬ 
ble  adventures  and  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  Royal  Navy  m  the 
age  of  Nelson  For  these  men 
personal  bravery,  indepen¬ 
dent  action,  the  dills  of  diplo¬ 
macy.  and  changing  fortunes 
were  commonplace. 


Jock  Slater 

ATHIRST 
FDR  GLORY 
The  Life  of 
Sir  Sidney  Smith 
By  Tom  Pocock 

Aurum  Pret<.  f  19.95 
ISBN  I8541U4.V.* 


Sir  Sidney  Smith  is  bur  one 
of  these  heroes  whose  adven¬ 
ture  might  have  provided  sev¬ 
eral  plots  for  O'Brian.  Smith 
even  had  his  Stephen  Mafu- 
rin.  his  eminence  gris  being 
the  French  royalist  Cokmcl  de 
Phelippeaux  who  helped  him 
to  escape  from  the  Temple 
prison  in  Riris  in  an  episode 
which  cnuld  have  provided  the 
story  line  for  many  an  author. 
Reading  Tom  RwoeK's  book  it 
is  sometimes  difficult  to  re¬ 
member  that  this  is  reality,  nut 
romance. 


Smith:  courageous 

Among  Smith's  incredible 
ad  ventures  was  his  resistance 
to  Bonaparte  at  the  siege  of 
Acre,  a  defeat  which  ended 
Bonaparte’S  ambitions  in  Syr¬ 
ia  and  caused  him  to  say  about 
Smith  "  ...cet  homme  m'afait 
manquer  ma  fortune  ...  "It 
was  typical  of  Smith  that  he 


should  be  at  a  ball  in  Brussels 
and.  having  heard  the  guns  of 
Waterloq  and  ridden  towards 
the  battle,  should  be  the  first  to 
shake  hands  with  Wellington, 
one  of  the  few  others  to  have 
defeated  Bonaparte  in  battle. 

Other  highlights  of  Smith’s 
career  included  service  in  the 
Swedish1  Navy,  a  romantic 
attachment  with  Queen  Caro¬ 
line.  experiments  with  weap¬ 
ons.  including  perhaps  both 
Fulton's  and  Johnstone's  sub¬ 
marines  and  Congreve’s  rodc- 
«s,-and  specialised  amphibi¬ 
ous  landing  craft.  He  also 
helped  pioneer  the  Royal 
Navy’s  greatest  contribution 
to  humanity  in  the  19th  centu¬ 
ry,  die  fang  crusade  against 
the  slave  trade,  Alihough 
Smith  served  under  allme 
great  admirals  of  the  age.  he 
made  few  friends  in  the  Navy 
for.  unlike  the  fictional  heroes 
whom  he  has  helped  to  create, 
he  had  many  personal  faults. 


Few^  could  keep  up  with  h 
habitual  and  excessive  sel 
exertion.  That  most  British  i 
heroes.  Sir  John  Moore,  w: 
quite  unable  to  understand  t) 
real  merit  hidden  beneal 
much  or  Smith's  extravagant 
and  vanity, 

This  is  the  fifth  biograph 
of  Smith,  but  none  ha 
summed  .  up  Smith 
character  so  well  as  Joh 
Laughton  in  the  Dictionary  t 
National  Biography:  a  ma 
capable  of  displaying  soun 
judgment,  energy  and  courag 
but  flawed  with  a  stronj 
foniasric  and  vaingLoriou 
strain.  Tom  Pocock  is  to  fc 
congratulated  on  a  weU-n 
s^fehed,  lively  retellin 
which  brings  Smith  the  hero  t 
We  again,  warts  and  alL 

Mmiral  Sir  Jock  Slater,  GO 
L\  O  ADC ,  is  First  Sea  lar, 
and  Chief  of  Naval  Staff. 


■i 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  26 1996  ;  _  ■  '  ' _ 

Antonia  Fraser  is  gripped  by  a  compelling  tale  of  passion  and  untimely  death  in  the  17th  century 
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“  T7^de:  *  will  not  be." 

|H  With  these  words,  the 

JL  youthful  Earl  of  Essex, 
having  '‘laboured  a  quarter  of 
an  hour",  gave  up  on  making 
love  to  his  wife.  Frances  Hov£ 
ard,  forever.  The  marriage 
could  not  be.  and  now  would 
not  be,  consummated.  It  was 
shortly  before  Christmas  1612. 
The  stage  was  set  for  one  of  the 
most  bizarre  sex  To*  poison  ■ 
scandals  of  our  annals,  the  fact 
that  it  all  took  place  at  the 
Court  of  King  James  I  giving 
..the  mystery  a  further  piquan¬ 
cy-  (No  modem  royal  scandal 
can  ran  pete  with  this  one.) 

Giving  up  after  a  mere 
quarter  of  an  hour—  although 
it  must  have  been  an  eternity 
for  Frankie  —  may  seem  to 
indicate  a  rather  faun-hearted 
approach  on  the  part  of  the  21- 
year-old  Essex.  However,  the 
latest  effort  was  merely  the  fast 
unsuccessful  endeavour  in 
what  had  been  a  series  of 
failures  ever  since  the  young 
ample,  married  In  their  teens, 
were  allowed  to  cohabit  Whar 
happens  afterwards  is  a  sor¬ 
did  yet  fascinating  story  which 
Anne  Somerset,  in  Unnatural 
Murder.  Poison  at  the  Court 
of  James  I,  delineates  'with 
great  skill. 

The  marriage  of  the  Earl  of 
Essex  and  Lady  Frances  How¬ 
ard,  daughter  of  die  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  in  1606  was  planned 
as  a  political  alliance.  The  fact 
that  love  did  not  come  into  it 
neither  made  the  marriage 
unique  —  love  matches  were 
rated  sentimental  rubbish  at 


ieand 


■  UNNATURAli-r  . 
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Poison  at  the  Court  of 
James  I 
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foe  tune  —  nor  doomed  to 
failure.  Even  Essex’s  lade  of 
Performance  might  have  been, 
endured  were  it  not  for  two 
considerations.  One  -was 
Frances’s  consequent  inability ' 
to  bear  a  child;  the  second, 
perhaps  more  important  iros 
Frances's  own  beauty  which 
meant  that  she  inevitably  at-  • 
traded  other  offers  fronofcourt- 
ly  gallants.  r 

The  man  whose  offer  she  * 
accepted  was  Robert  Caiy.  and 
odd  as  it  may  seem  by  modem 
standards.  King  James,  his 
homosexual  patron  (certainly 
in  love  with  Carr.  if.  not 
certainly  his  lover),  approved 
foe  match.  This  left  foe  . prob¬ 
lem  of  annulling  the  'Essex 
marriage — since  paradoxical¬ 
ly  the  Reformation  had  left 
Protestant -England  without 
divorce  laws,  only  the  cumber- 
some  ecclesiastical  process  of 
annulment,  which  meant,  lit¬ 
erally,  there  had  been  no 
marriage  in  the  Erst  place. 


A  remarkable  woman:  Frances,  Countess  of  Somerset 


Unfortunately  at  this  point  the 
luckless  Essex  complicated 
matters  by  declining  out  of 
pride  to  admit  to  his  impoten- 
cy  in  general,  wily  in  particu¬ 
lar  towards  Frances.  In  short, 
foe  woman  was  to  blame  with 
her  taunts  of  “cow,  coward” 
and  so  forth. 


Ar  the  same  time  Robert 
Carr’s  confederate  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury  reacted  with  dislike 
and  disdain  to  the  proposal 
union  with  Frances,  whom  he 
referred  to  as-  “that  base 
woman”,  having  apparently 
assumed  that  Robert  Carr  was 
in  foe  relationship  for  dalli¬ 


ance,  not  matrimony.  The 
arrest  of- Overbury  and  his 
committal  to  foe  Tower  qf 
London  was  foe  first  grisly 
step  which  led  to  his  death, 
either  by  poison  (as  contempo¬ 
raries  firmly  believed)  of  front 
septicaemia,  as  a  result  of  a 
leading  doctor's  unwise  medi¬ 
cal  technique,  which  as  Anne 
Somerset  points  out  is  at  least 
a  possibility. 

If  we  accept  the  contempo¬ 
rary  hypothesis  of  poison,  who 
wanted  Overbury  dead?  A 
number  of  underlings  were 
tried  for  poisoning  the  wretch¬ 
ed  man,  and  hanged  in  batch¬ 
es.  Nevertheless,  the  prime 
suspect  remained  Frances,  by 
now  married  to  her  lover  and 
thanks  to  his  ennoblement 
Countess  of  Somerset.  The 
whole  annulment  process  was 
tricky  enough,  yet  Overbury, 
who  hated  not  only  her  but  the 
whole  house  of  Howard,  was 
threatening  disclosures  to 
wreck  it.  Eventually  the  scan¬ 
dal  got  too  great  for  King 
James  to  contain,  and  both 
Earl  and  Countess  of  Somerset 
were  tried,  found  guilty  but 
given  a  royal  pardon.  Their 
sentences  were  commuted  to 
imprisonment,  and  not  partic¬ 
ularly  rigorous  imprisonment 
at  that 

On  the  evidence  presented 
by  Anne  Somerset,  one  can 


only  agree  with  her  about 
Frances’s  moral  guilt  — 
Frances  intended  to  kill 
Overbury  with  her  disgusting 
jellies  and  potions,  even  if  the 
unwise  doctor  got  to  him  first 
Equally,  her  suggestion  that 
Robert  Carr.  Earl  of  Somerset, 
was  not  actually  guilty  seems 
to  be  plausible  enough.  Anne 
Somerset’s  comment  that  ft  is 
impassible  nevertheless  to  feel 
much  sympathy  for  him  (ini' 
tarion  with  a  feckless  charac¬ 
ter?)  must  be  balanced  against 
her  real  imaginative  sympa¬ 
thy  for  Frances. 

The  behaviour  of  Sir 
Edward  Coke  prosecuting  the 
countess  at  her  trial  proceeded 
from  the  simple  premise  that 
“adultery  is  poison".  Since 
Frances  had  committed  adul¬ 
tery  with  Robert  Carr  (a  shaky 
premise  if  the  first  marriage 
had  been  annulled  into  non¬ 
existence)  ergo  she  must,  as  an 
adulteress,  be  a  poisoner.  The 
vidous  misogyny  with  which 
Frances  was  treated  may  not 
acquit  her  of  causing 
Overbury’s  death,  but  it  cer¬ 
tainly  explains  the  desperate 
measures  she  felt  impelled  to 
take  to  secure  a  chance  of 
happiness  —  marriage  to  Rob¬ 
ert  Carr.  As  Anne  Somerset 
writes,  Frances  was  in  many 
ways  “a  remarkable  woman, 
differing  radically  from  the 
conventional  paitem  of  dodle 
femininity  which  17th-century 
females  were  expected  to  fol¬ 
low".  This  gives  a  further 
tragic  dimension  to  Anne 
Somerset’s  gripping  narrative. 


adorable  wretch 


John  Bayley  on 

a  family  man 
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revealed  in  his 


letters 


“  rrihat  old  wretch  my  fattier," 
gjj  wrote  his  daughter  Virgin- 

I  ia  fondly,  "how  intolerable, 

JL  how  high-minded,  how 
tender  to  me  ...  and  somehow 
tremendous”.  Virginia  Woolf  gives  a 
pretty  just  estimate  of  “foe  adorable 
wretch",  and  it  is  only  fair  to  add  that 
for  most  people  —  including  Thomas 
Hardy  and  the  Americans  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes  and  James  Russell 
Lowell  —  he  was,  as  foe  last 
pronounced,  "the  most  loveable  of 
men".  Fellow  “penny  a  liners”  as  he 
referred  To  the  journalistic  fraternity.  -■ 
warmly  agreed,  although  towards  ' 
the  end  ctf  his  life  Leslie  Stephen 
affected  to  have  become  very  jealous 
of  Augustine  BirrdL  a  feather-light 
essayist  whose  copious  production 
gave  rise  to  the  term  “birrdling". 

Leslie  Stephen’s  production  was 
copious  all  right  —  he  was  a 
workaholic  and  a  dedicated  literary 
and  social  historian — but  he  was  no 
birreller.  An  homme  serieux  even  by 
Victorian  standards,  a  good  public 
speaker  and  genial  clubman,  he  was 
also  painfully  shy  and  vulnerable  — 
"skinless"  he  called  himself  —  who 
exploited  the  instant  attraction  felt  for 
him  by  strong  calm  women.  His 
younger  daughter  saw  all  that  and 
portrayed  it  in  To  The  Lighthouse: 
but  the  novel  that  had  exorcised  the 
memory  of  her  father  cannot,  natu¬ 
rally,  express  so  dearly  either  her 
secret  debt  to  him,  nor  her  devotion. 

Son  of  a  distinguished  family 
which  included  well-known  judges 
and  rivQ  servants.  Stephen  did  well  at 
Cambridge  and  pot  a  fdUowship  • 
which  he  turned  into  a  permanent 
tutorship  by  taking  orders.  The 
Stephens,  like  foe  Stracbeys,  were 
sceptics  and  intellectuals;  Stephen 
had  no  agonising  struggle,  Kke.foe 
earlier  Victorians  who  lost  their  faith, 
for  he  seems  never  to  have  bad  much 
of  one.  He  soon  nonetheless  dedded 
he  must  resign  his  job,  and  the  holy 
orders  he  had  taken  with  it 

For  such  a  man  in  those  days  that 
was  not  really,  a  risk.  With  his 
industry  and  connections  he  was  - 
soon  earning  more  as  contributor 
and  later  Editor  of  The  Comhill 


"How  intolerable,  how  high-minded,  how  tender  to  me . . .  and  somehow  tremendous" — Virginia  Woolf  with  her  father.  Sir  Leslie  Stephen,  in  1902 
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enthusiasm  and  expertise.  Vivid  and 
charming,'  informative  though  sel- 
ul-searchir 


Magazine  than  he  could  have  done 
by  teaching.  HO  visited  America 
during  the  Civil  War.  of  which  his 
view,  unlike  those  of  tire  English 
Tories,  was  the  politically  correct  one. 
He  made  many  friends,  and  in  1867 
he  married  Thackeray's  daughter 
Minny  and  spent  a  honeymoon  in  the 
Alps  which  resulted  in  a  lifelong 


dom  soul-searching,  his  letters' give 
us  an  admirable  picture  of  his  circle 
and  his  times,  and  make  a  fine 
companion  piece  to  Nod  Annan's 
brilliant  biographical  study  The 
Godless  Victorian.  . 

Minny.  lively,  protective  and  moth¬ 
erly,  died  abruptly  of  eclampsia 
haring  produced  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest, 
Laura,  was  so  delicate  and  "odd"  that 
she  spoil  a  long  and  shadowy  life  in 
institutions,  anguished  over  by  her 
father  in  his  lifetime  but  more  or  less 
ignored  later  on  by  her  siblings. 
Stephen  was  prostrated  by  his  wife's 
death,  as  well  as  exasperated  by  his 


clever  and  flighty  sister-in-law  Anny, 
who  was  insisting  on  marrying  a 
man  20  years  younger  than  herself 
(“Why  prolong  anything  so  unpleas¬ 
ant?"  demanded  Stephen  in  one  of  his 
few  epistolary  outbursts.  "If  you 
could  give  it  up  altogether,  well  and 
good  —  1  should  be  delighted;  but 
short  of  that  l  would  do  it  at  once"). 
Army  nonetheless  remained  a  devot¬ 
ed  and  helpful  friend,  and  before  long 
Stephen  had  married  Julia 
Duckworth,  who  took  his  cares  and 
family  burdens  upon  her  capable 
shoulders.  Julia’s  handsome  sons  by 
her  previous  Duckworth  marriage 
were,  however,  famously  to  cause 
trouble  for  the  younger  of  the 
Stephen  daughters. 


Apart  from  letters  to  Millicent 
Fawcett,  the  influential  feminist  and 
to  George  Smith,  “foe  prince  of 
publishers”,  valuable  chiefly  for  the 
light  they  throw  on  contemporary 
society  and  Stephen's  views  about  it, 
the  most  touching  show  his  absorp¬ 
tion  in  his  family,  and  his  concern  for 
their  welfare.  He  saw  that  the 
orphaned  Virginia,  further  bereft  of 
her  stepmother  and  stepsister,  "need¬ 
ed  a  woman  to  confide  in":  and  he 
was  full  of  concern  and  anguish 
when  she  had  whooping  cough  as  a 
child.  “The  children  ascribe  it  to  a 
demon  they  have  christened 
Rakasch.  and  I  think  it  is  a  plausible 
theory."  There  speaks  a  scientific  and 
open-minded  Cambridge  man. 


Pain  of  the 
long 
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■perhaps,  in  all  our^ lives. 
-/there  exists  a  frozen 
moment  when  it  seems 
us  that  things  can  wily  get 
ter.  The  narrator  of  So 
igr  See  You  Tomorrow  re- 
1s  the  world  of  the  Ameri- 
i  Midwest  in  the  carefree 
enties,  before  the  Depa¬ 
rt.  before  the  wan  recalls  his 
her  before  his  wife,  the 
-rater's  mother,  died:  “It 
s  still  possible  to  think,  as 
father  did.  that  the  present 
s  in  every  way  an  improve- 
nt  over  the  past;  and  that 
future  was  bound  to  be 
n  more  satisfactory.” 
tut  the  future  is  bound  by 
sudi  certainty;  the  boy’s 
iher  dies,  is  replaced  by  an 
satisfactory  stepmother:  he 
fts  in©  friendship  with  a 
r  called  Cletus  Smith.  It  is  a 
ual  friendship,  the  almost 
idental  conjunction  of  two 
□wrecked  mariners  on  a 
dy  shore.  Tbgcthffih^Wn 
£.  playing  among  the 
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Maxwell’s  finely  observed  tales  convey  a  plain-spoken  portrait  of  the  American  Midwest 


wooden  ribs  of  an  unfinished 
house.  Bui  then  there  is  a 
murder,  the  smalltown  com¬ 
munity  is  riven  by  death  and 
adultery,  and  the  boys  are 
parted  —  almost  as  accidental¬ 
ly.  ft  would  seem,  as  they  came 
together.  But  ft  is  this  parting 
ttiai  haunts  the  narrator,  and 
drives  him  ©  reconstruct  the 
terrible  events  that  led  toil 
For  40  years,  William.  Max¬ 
well.  now  nearly  90,  was  an 
editor  ar  The  New  Yorker,  this 


slim  :novel,  his  first  for  18 
years,  was  published  in  Amer¬ 
ica  more  than  15  years  ago. 
Harvill  now  publishes  it  here, 
along  with  a  vdume.of  Max¬ 
well's  collected  stories,  as  a 
prelude  to  introducing  his 
backliST  TO  Britain.  It  is  abouT 
time,  for  this  is  fine  writing. 

So  Long,  See  You  Tomor¬ 
row.  like  much  of  Maxwells 
writing,  is  about  a  world  that 
ought  to  be  in  balance  but  is 
not  Building  his  vision  of  foe 
events  that  led  to  the  murder, 
he  is  able  toenter  foe  minds  of 
the  participants  —  even  a  dog 
— with  seeming  effortlessness. 
Cletus  observes  his  parents’ 


divorce:  “Thou  shall  not  bear 
false  witness.’  the  Bible  said  — 
but  why  not,  if  -foe  jury 
couldn’t  tell  the  difference 
between  foe  truth  and  a  pack 
of  lies  and  neither  could  the 
judge?”  The  work’s  physical 
slightness  belies  its  moral 
weight  as  its  precise  prose 
probes  this  essential  dilemma, 
attempting  to  link  events  with 
the  mysterious  emotions  that 
set  them  in  train.  This  is 
barely  possible  in  a  dimate 
where- the  narrator  is  forced 
apart  from  even  his  own 
feelings,  where  his  kindling 
sexuality  is  felt  only  as  "pure 
physical  sensation  . ..  Ji  was 


as  if  I  had  found  a  way  of 
singing  that  did  not  come  from 
the  throat-" 

That  is  Maxwell’s  way  of 
singing,  too:  his  writing  seems 
too  simple  for  the  effect  it 
conveys.  This  simplicity  can 
have,  at  first  reading,  an  old- 
fashioned  flavour:  but  I,  for 
one,  would  rather  take  a  ride 
in  Maxwell's  comfortable  sa¬ 
loon  car  titan  be  hurled  about 
on  a  rollercoaster. 

His  stories,  retrospective, 
reflective,  venture  into  the 
same  emotional  territory  — 
though  many  of  them  are  set 
in  the  world  of  Maxwell’S  later 
life,  the  cosseting  apartments 


of  New  York’s  Upper  East 
Side,  the  broad  lawns  of 
Connecticut  homes.  Yet  thr¬ 
ough  it  all  runs  a  stream  of 
doubL  In  Over  By  the  River,  a 
husband  is  distressed  by  inti¬ 
mations  of  a  robbery;  his 
daughter  dreams  of  tigers 
escaped  from  the  zoo.  In  The 
Pilgrimage,  the  Ormsbys 
drive  long  and  hungry  miles  to 
eat  at  a  particular  restaurant 
in  Perigueux;  their  failure — or 
possible  failure  — -  to  find  it 
strikes  at  the  heart  of  their 
identities  as  worldly  folk.  A 
Set  of  Twenty-one  Improvisa¬ 
tions  take  the  form  of  fairytale 
fOnce  upon  a  time  there  was 
a  poor  fisherman  who  had  no 
one  to  go  out  on  his  boar  with 
him")  and  meditate  on  friend¬ 
ship.  on  solitude,  on  secrets, 
loving  explorations  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  humanity. 

This  is  truly  foe  secret  of  all 
good  writing:  the  writer  must 
care  what  people  are  like, 
what  they  feel,  how  they  feel  it. 
It  is  this  that  gives  writing 
more  than  skill,  that  gives  it 
soul;  William  Maxwell's  tales, 
long  and  short,  have  the 
elusive  ability  to  reveal  us  to 
ourselves,  taking  us  beyond 
the  frozen  moment  of  perfec¬ 
tion  and  guiding  us  gently  into 
the  wonder  of  uncertainty. 


A  Whitworth  12-pounder  during  field  trials  in  1863 


More  than  a 
rifle  bore 


In  1S46  Jane  Carlyle  visited 
Joseph  Whitworth’s  fac¬ 
tory  in  Manchester  and 
wrote  of  him  to  her  husband 
that  he  had  invented  many 
wonderful  machines  and.  de¬ 
spite  lacking  airs  and  graces, 
had  “a  talent  that  might  drive 
the  Genii  to  despair". 
C.  P.  Scott,  born  that  year,  and 
later  much  helped  and  encour¬ 
aged  by  Whitworth,  said  after 
his  death  that  few  had  done 
more  to  cany  forward  “the 
great  task  of  humanity", 
which  was  to  establish  “foe 
supremacy  of  intelligence  aver 
the  material  universe". 

Victorian  Britain’s  preemi¬ 
nence  in  foe  world  owed  at 
least  as  much  to  its  engineers 
as  to  any  other  group  of 
people;  yet  they 
have  received  far 
less  attention 
than  they  de¬ 
serve,  and  Whit¬ 
worth's  name  in 
particular  is  al¬ 
most  completely 
absent  from  the 
pages  of  general 
history.  One  rea¬ 
son.  in  his  case, 
is  the  humdrum 
character  of  his 
inventions,  vital¬ 
ly  important  though 
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Whitworth,  which  at  the  same 
time  throws  an  even  more 
interesting  light  on  himself  —  - 
and  on  foe  contemporary  Lab¬ 
our  Party.  Atkinson  was  a 
machine-tool  draughtsman 
before  becoming,  for  more 
than  20  years,  a  left-wing 
Labour  MP.  His  technical 
background  enables  him  to 
understand  and  explain 
Whitworth's  inventions.  But 
what  must  strike  foe  reader 
more  forcibly  is  his  reaction  to 
Whitworth  as  a  social  and 
economic  phenomenon. 

While  it  is  no  surprise  that 
he  applauds  Whitworth's  view 
that  the  State  should  intervene 
to  promote  technical  education 
and  impose  quality  control  in 
industry,  it  is  rather  astonish¬ 
ing  to  be  told  that 
"much  political 
effort  has  been 
dissipated  over 
past  decades,  ar¬ 
guing  fatuously 
whether  industry 
should  be  state- 
owned"  It  is 
equally  remark¬ 
able  that  he  at¬ 
tacks  the  fatal 
restrictiveness  of 
British  craft 


they 

were.  Such  achievements  as  a 
true  mend  plane,  uniform 
screw  threads,  minutely  accu¬ 
rate  measures  and  gauges, 
and  hexagonal  bones  for  rifles, 
have  none  of  the  romantic 
associations  of  the  steam  en¬ 
gine  or  wireless  telegraphy. 

Another  problem  with 
Whitworth  is  that  the  story  of 
his  long  life  (1803-87)  cannot  be 
humanised  by  personal 
records,  since  hardly  any  sur¬ 
vive.  Slockport-bom,  he  left 
school  at  14  and  then  devel¬ 
oped  his  mastery  of  mechani¬ 
cal  engineering  in  various  jobs 
before  setting  up  on  his  own  in 
1833.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  his  second  wife  may  well 
have  been  his  mistress  for 
some  years  before  foe  death  of 
his  first  He  lived  for  a  time  at 
The  Firs,  Fallawfield  —  which 
is.  however,  much  better 
known  as  foe  residence  of 
C.  P.  Scott,  to  whom  he  let  it 
for  a  peppercorn  rent  when  he 
acquired  an  estate  in  Derby¬ 
shire.  He  had  no  children,  and 
left  his  very  large  fortune  in 
trust  for  good  causes. 

Norman  Atkinson,  well 
aware  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
subject,  has  nevertheless  writ¬ 
ten  an  interesting  book  about 


unions. 

Whitworth  had  no  time  for 
trade  unions,  but  paid  his  men 
above  union  rates  and  was 
altogether  a  most  enlightened 
employer.  His  co-partnership 
scheme  pointed  towards  "a 
share-owning  democracy 
much  in  advance,  as  it  hap¬ 
pened.  of  the  very  limited 
parliamentary  democracy 
which  existed  at  that  time". 
Unfortunately  it  was  a  failure, 
as  Atkinson  notes  without  a 
trace  of  ideological  relish. 

His  book  is  not  foe  easiest  to 
read,  partly  because  it  is 
somewhat  awkwardly  written. 
All  the  same,  it  is  well  worth 
reading,  and  one  can  only 
admire  the  author’s  fairmind- 
edness  and  generosity.  As  an 
evidently  chastened  socialist  of 
our  age,  he  has  paid  a  fine 
tribute  to  a  giant  of  Victorian 
capitalism. 
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The  Legal  Aid  Board  is  the  largest  purchaser  of  legal  services  in  England  and 
Wales.  Over  recent  years  we  have  initiated  major  changes  in  the  delivery  of  a 
service  which  affects  the  lives  of  millions.  At  the  same  time  we  have  made  red 
progress  in  promoting  Total  Quality  Management  in  all  areas  of  our  operation. 
As  part  of  a  major  package  of  further  reforms  we  are  taking  over  legal  aid 
means  assessment  from  the  Benefits  Agency.  This  will  result  in  a  fully 
integrated  service -provided,  through  our  thirteen  Area  Offices  and  will  represent 
a  significant  service  Improvement 

Ybu  could  be  one  of  the  two  key  individuals  who  win  drive  forward  the  change 
process. 

Project  and 

Implementation  Manager 


As  manager  of  our  Special  Investigations  Unit  making  use  of  your  substantial 
project  management  and  leadership  skBs,  you  wil  take  responsfbBity  for  the 
transfer  of  this  high  profile  function  from  the  Benefits  Agency  in  Preston  to  the 
Legal  Aid  BoarcHn  London.  Thereafter  you  wU  lead  a  team  whose  emphasis  win  be 


on  cases  In  which  the  assessment  of  a  dwrffe  means  requires  special  attention. 
Reviewing  and  improving  the  criteria  for  identifying  cases  will  be  an  important 
part  of  your  role,  as  win  the  agreement  of  performance  objectives  and  liaison 
with  key  Board  personnel  and  external  agencies  such  as  the  Inland  Revenue. 
Ybu  will  bring  to  the  role  a  track  record,  gained  over  several  years,  of  motivating 
and  managing  teams  while  continuaify  reviewing  and  improving  their 
effectiveness.  Creativity  wifl  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  maturity  and  judgement 
to  anticipate  events,  define  goals  and  devise  strategies  to  meet  demanding 
objectives.  No  less  important  win  be  you*  ability  to  Influence  others  and 
communicate  effectively.  Reh  A131 7. 

Policy  Co-ordinator 


As  head  of  a  new  team  you  will  develop  policy  and  guidance 
on  all  aspects  of  the  means  assessment  process.  In  the  run-  j 
up  to  the  takeover  of  means  assessment  by  the  Board  In 
1998  you  will  play  a  leading  role  In  preparing  a  new  manual  for  our  Area  Offices 
which  is  accessible,  comprehensive  and  wfll  be  published  externally.  You  wfll 
work  dosety  with  our  operational  staff  in  the  design  of  new  procedures  which 


will  achieve  justifiability  and  consistency  in  all  means  assessment  decisions. 
Ybu  wBl  also  represent  the  Board  at  afl  levels  In  external  consultation  and  will 
deal  Wfth  a  wide  range  of  IndMdisS  enquWes. 

Qualified  to  degree  level  or  equivalent  you  will  have  sofid  experience  of 
operational  or  prefect  management,  an i  analytical  frame  of  mind  and  an  atwty 
to  comnumfcate  dearly  and  stniptyio a  wide  range  of  audiences.  You  will  he 
numerate;  confident  in  your  dealings  with  policy  makers  and  commentators  at 
alt  levels  and  committed  totfmessln  the  deSvery  of  a  highly  customer  focused 
service,  ideally  you  wRLaJso  possess  a  working  knowledge  of  financial  services, 
inland  Revenue  practices  and  the  major  welfare  benefit  systems.  Ref:  A1318. 
ff  you  beUeve  you  have  the  skills  to  fill  these  challenging  new  roles,  please  send 
■  your  CV  toAastin  KreghtUmited,  Khightway  House, 

20  Soho  Sqtnre;  London  W1A 1DSJ  Please  quote 
appropriate  reference  number.  Closing  date  for  receipt  of 
ClTs  is  7th^anuary  l997.  Assessment  centres  will  be  held 
on  22nd  and  23rd  January.  . 


We  aim  to  be  an  equal  opportunities  employee 


HANKING  AND  CORPORA!'!:  MNANCK  LAW  YERS 


Make  a  career  wove  down-under? 


0=)^  In  1997  get  a  new  uoj- 
Ittrf  filled  life  on  the  aha-  side 
fit  of  the  world  -  in  Australia. 

An  Ideal  bait  for  doing 
business  In  the  Astaf  Pacific  rim, 
AnstraUds  economy  has  grown  Jar  the 
fifth  year  in  a  raw  offering  challenging 
career  opportunities  far  Satemed  young 
banking  and  corporate  finance  lawyers. 

Our  diems  Include  Australia's  leading 
law  firms  and  we  are  seeking  to  place 
lawyers  with  I  -6  years  experience  In 
the  following  areas: 


BANKING  \ 

•  Asses  Finance 

•  AU  aspects  cf general 

•  Structured  Finance  corporate 
bmddng 

•  Capital  Afarixts 
CORPORATE  FINANCE 

•  Mergers  A  Acquisitions 

•  Enquiry  issues 

•  Flotations 
TELECOMS 

COMMERCIAL.  LITIGATION 


r<m  Jkrther  drtniTi  jdtmm  for  or  t  matt 
yomr  carter  khsmy  directly  to 
Michele  O’StdBeam  fa  London  on 
0171353  7008 

B  Wdvlwflre— g  i  n  ok 


Xeyadl  Legal  KecraJmwat  Is  «  monbsr  of  We  world-wide  Anuta  Kslghi  Gmp  with  i 


SSPeanr  Lame,  London  EC4AIAA 
Telephone:  0171 3S3  7007. 

Reynell 

I  r  jal  Raoul tii mu H  Conwihantt 


i  ia  Ike  UK.  Frau,  Holland.  Pendi.  USA  and  Aenraiix. 


Chief  Executive 

ENGINEERING  GROUP 


£SIX  FIGURES + BONUS 


EQUITY 


For  a  recently  formed  acquisitive  engineering  group  lucked  by  a  leading  venture  capitalist. 

The  group  comprises  ten  companies  and  is  negotiating  further  purchases  with  the  intention  of 

building  sales  to  over  X200m  before  floating.  ;  •  # .  ,  • 

•  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  is  to  the  Chairman  for  the  day-to-day  management  of  the  group, 
integration  of  acquisitions  and  development  of  individual  company  strategies. 

•  THE  REQUIREMENT  is  for  a  proven  record  of  managing  a  substantial  £100m+.  multi-site 

company  or  division. in  the  UK  and  possibly  overseas.  Experience  must  include  acquisitions, 
integration,  productivity  improvement  and  divestment.  A  qualified  engineer  with  a  background 
in  line  management  and  marketing  and  sales  in  a  manufacturing  environment  would  be  ideal. 
Preferred  age  *0  to  <50.  ’  '  •.  :* 

Write  in  confidence  enclosing  a  Curriculum  Vitae  stod  derails  of  remuneration  package, 

quoting  reference;  T81 95- to:  •  .  ... 


SELECTION'". 

8  Haliarn  Street.  London.  WIN  6DT  Fax:  om  631  5317 

AOrVISIfWOFTYZAtxiPAfttTijEjRS1  * 


■f  *.•  ’  ~ 

f -w*  _  *  •.*»  \  \  * 


Silic 

Du 


Ltd. 

se. 


Silicon  Systems  Deagn  Ltd.  is  an  IC  Design  Company  providing  a  full  range  of  ASIC  services  to  its  costumer  base  in  Europe, 
the  US land  AafrPadfic.  Spedafising  in  signal  processing,  the  comply  is  internationally  recognised  as  a  leading  developer  of 
hard  disk  drive,  digital  audio,  imoucontroller  and  muted-signal  devices.  Snores  in  flies*  dafeoging  marfcefe;  fas  mailteH  in 
sustained  growth  at  our  Dublin,  Cork  and  San  Jose  design  centres.  In  order  to  meet  market  demands  aid  prepare  for  futnre 
expansion  SSD  now  seeks  applications  from  electronics  engineers  for  the  following  positions: 

IC  Design  Engineers 
Systems  Architects 
CAD  Engineers 
Product  Marketing  Engineer 
Operations  Director 

Experience  in  any  of  the  following  areas  is  highly  advantageous: 

•  Full  custom.  Semi  custom.  Analogue  IC  Design  and  Layout 

•  VHDL,  Verilog,  modelling  and  logic  synthesis. 

•  DSP,  RISC,  Microprocessor  systems. 

•  ADC,  DAC,  PLL,  filters,  sampled  data  systems. 

•  Disk  Drive,  DSP,  Audio,  Data  Communications. 

SSD  offers  an  attractive  remuneration  package  commensurate  with  experience,  an  excellent  work  environment  and 
significant  scope  for  career  development  Positions  are  available  across  all  engineering  ami  management  grades. 

Please  contact  Triona  Dunne  to  discuss  these  opportunities  in  confidence  or  apply  fay  onrlmang  a  Cunknhnn  Vitae: 

Triona  Dunne,  Tel:  +353  1  402  5700 

SiKcon  Systems  Design  Ltd-.  Fax:  +353  1  402  5711 

32-34  Harcourt  Street,  Email: 

Dublin  2,  Ireland.  triona. dtnnie@ssd.ie 


ELECTRONIC  COMMERCE 
BUSINESS  TO  BUSINESS  SALES 

CIM  Commerce  Direct  International  lac.  provides  comprehensive,  turnkey,  Internet 
commerce  services  including  credit  can)  transaction  processing,  product  fulfilment, 
content  control  ami  mattering  support  services  for  merchants  engaged  m  Internet 
nmuncjct-  The  European  operation  is  set  to  expand  further  and  requires  the 
following  key  people  for  m  early  New  Year  nan. 

UK  Strategic  Account  Development  Managers)  OTE  £100K 
European  Technical  Services  Manager  £40K  excluding  bonus 
CboK/Partner  Reiatioos  Manager  £30K  excluding  boons 
Key  Accormt  Development  Managers)  -  France  and  Germany  OTE  £100K 

Soccejsfui  candidates  will  deraoustiate  exceptional  interpersonal  and  negotiating 
skills  within  the  computer  industry,  exhibit  business  to  business  acumen  and  present 
a  Finn  technical  naderstandmg  of  Infemetflnriana  Merchant  Commerce.  Additional 
knowledge  of  SSL  and  SET  initiatives  will  prove  useful.  Highly  developed 
relationships  with  Software  Developers.  Distributors,  Publishers.  Comparer  hardware 
fflffwfjt-tn.pt>  and  Web  Site  Devetopcrs/Consultanls  at  board  level  is  vital. 
Candidates  will  ideally  be  degree  educated  and  possibly  possess  an  MBA.  An 
additional  European  language  is  preferred. 

Please  send  your  CV  and  a  covering  letter  to: 

Roger  Comedy.  CDI  Commerce  Direct  International  (Europe)  Ltd. 

The  Alrim  Court.  Apex  Plaza.  Reading  RG1  1AX 
Fax:  +44  (0)  1734  569382  email:  roger@edi.aj.uk  wwwxrfi.net 


CAREER 

^CROSSROADS? 

National  Consultancy  Practice  requires  Executives 
with  a  subtle  blend  of  erthusmm.  experience  and 
pescmZity  to  provide  business  support  and  advke  to 
our  expanding  client  base.  Our  consultants  benefit 
from  Uic  flexibility  of  self  employment  wbflsi  having 
tbe  reassurance  of  a  guaranteed  support  and 
rarmiKi  alien  nurfcage  that  is  second  to  none.  A 
refundable  deposit  is  required  bom  tboro  selected. 
For  further  ieails.  please  send  a  CV  for  tbe 

attention  cf  Mr  D  Denny  to: 

Tie  Hobson  Brown  Cantedtanc?  Ltd 
The  Grange,  Market  Square,  WcsterteoB, 
XentTNlfilAH 

Tel:  01959  563  111  Fax; 02959 563  ZZL 
dosing  date  3rd  January  1997 


CX28.000  OffljiqOO  OTE)  *  Car 

Snpponedby  a  highly  experirn^Tbdinfaal  Team,  you  will 
.be  responsible  far  selling  QHakS  range,  of  hardware  and 
software  sofanons  to  corporate  fcommrrctal  cod-eggs.  As  an 
enthusiastic  sales  profiessioiil  with  proven  success  gained 
preferably  from  within  the  mqetwork  market,  you  will  play  - 
a  major  part  in  influencing  Cyfinkb  UK  business  expansion. 

Account  Manager  - 
Distribnrion 

ci28,000  (£60,000  OTE)  +  Car 

As  a  key  player  in  our  European  Business  Team  you  will  be 
responsible  for  developing  distributor  relationships  hqm 
supporting  Initial  'customer^ pilot  crab  through  to  fell 
solution  sales.  With  a  sound  technical  appreciation  of 
corporate  IT  and  network  environments,  you  will  possess  the 
tenacity  and  maturity  required  to  successfully  manage  both 
short  and  long  term  saks  cycles. 

If  yon  are  keen  to  fay  a a  exerting  career  in  the 
rapidly  growing  data  security  market  with  a  weD 
established  industry  leader;  plane  scad  your  fuD  CV 
wfth  a  covering  letter  to  our  raamed  recruitment 
consultants:  Kerin  Lamb  or  Joy  ScovA 
(AH  agenda  please  liaise  wdk pur  retained anaubnas) 


Cyhnk  Corporation  b  the  worldk 
leading  ttmnnfactmci  of  commercial 
enterprise-wide  information  security 
solntkms  and  the  pioneer  of  industry 
standard  pnhUc  key  management 
technology.  One  customers  include  a 
m altitude  of  global  leaders  across  a  wide 
spectrum  including  the  financial  services 
and  banking  sector.  Unprecedented 
growth  in  market  demand  forCytinkls 
data  encryption  prod  nets  creates  these 
new  opportunities  to  join  the  highly 
dedicated  Business  Team  bused  at  oar 
European  headquarters  in  Basingstoke. 


SUPPORT  TO  HELP  BUSINESS 


Counsellors 


£25,000-£30,000  f A 

fiwtrreiE  mi  Fua^ time  oppoktuntos 

Chy  of  London.  Nx&aay  4  bfapon . 


TEACH  WHAT  YOU  PRACTISE 

Busbiess  Urfs  haw  beaa  erabbhed  throighoutthe  country. 
Their  mtsnon to  provide  tmB  and  mnSam  entarpraes 
(SHEs)  wkh  dw  profesrioraL  cwnprehcowe  upporc  to 
erube  than  to  compete  and  wtn  in  both  home  and 
Htenwioml  imriro  M  dw  from  one  tool  tervte. 

Buwmss  link  Lcndaa  Gqr  FVtnert  w»  London^  tat 
fuBy  operanona!  awgiated  sdvee  and  bonnes  support 
edormaoon  ter***,  assists  SM&  in  «n  arm  where  bminaso 
are  mors  dmrse  dan  mpibec  in  die  UK. 

Based  in  A*  Qt*  w  dotenawanoe  »  succeed,  and  a  put 
deal  of  hard  work  h»  already  been  of  ubnanual  benrtt  to 
over  1000  tool  companies. 

The  role  of  the  funding  Gourecflor  ts  oudd  to  thesucceo  of 
Bums  Uk  FVobaMy  ACS  qmtfed,  and  warivf  dut^ 
With  (brsond  Bums  Advisors,  ynwibe  respoiafcfalor 
adrbfcij  dens  on  bow  to  xroensv  roquets  far  Gnanctd 
asraance  n  order  to  mndmise  tfaesr  fill liuimni. and xctjeg 
»  a  brokerage  service,  indudkig  ssotiog  weh  negoosiom 
where  tpproprm.  Tbu  n8  addafenaBy  develop  dose  vwrfaqg 
rrhnnrrtiirt  with  fantfing  sources,  abo  aqaise  finance 
awaranes  worfcitwpi  and  lerwces  far  nafi  and  dentx 

TO  SUCCEB3  YOU  WILL  NEB3  TO 
DEMONSTRATE 

♦An  twiinmi  of  how  and  to  medum  steed 
bnAw  net  hmedon  end  surrhw. 

•  An  mtentanding  of  (he  management  ef  growth 
end  donee. 


m  Proficiency  fa  busineg  p fans  end  bodgeta. 

•  Amfytieel  end  praWenMdvingskBb. 

•  An  uodeotandfagof  financial  onn^etnent  end  wnlyrii. 

•  Computer  fiterucy  in  butincs  appScetkms. 

•  Empafhy.  aerahlrky  and  open  raJndedaess. 

•  An  aWaty  to  organise  and  prioritise  work. 

•  A  worfcfag  knowfadfe  end  meoutUi  wortfiag 
experience  of  a  wide  range  of  finance  rabbi*  options, 
spccKctRy  to  fadode  AMS,  NASDAQ,  equity 
finance^  spcxnBsz  end  banking  ftsmee. 

ResowcekAenterprafaj  and  shrewd  you  wfll  faro  learned  to 

bos  on  the  key  bnief  of  manapoj  a  bushes  or  dux 
admimt  wM»ik  fating  ef  die  whole  picture.  Too  toow 
how  to  fatttaa  and  fadd  tatM*  worttng  rriadorehlps  with 
your  dm  bur  ahAfy  -to  ben.  ohm,  analyse  and 
eommwkate  In  tarns  ybur  denis  Mienumi  «g  laidspfa 
your  role  as  a  problenvaoher,  Thu  note  dan^s  f^pen 
Applcatieas  by  .CV  'aro  Meed  bum  fcl0i  erihre,  experienced 
bwfat*  prefc^enili  to  «w  rooidonent  adibare  WMm 
VVbad  Ir^cWe  UnheA  *«  Home,  hetat  thee,  Undeg 
WIN  7AJ.  Foe  0171  2SS  JOS. 
lOOWBMflunpuriioift  Hun  pm  |^sk  me 
idwence  PCA  2112.  CM*  «hte  7*  Jnwy 
IW7. Short BmdrondMMmwN be wqdadto 
qxnd  a  rayatwAMesmare  Centra.  BUSINESS 

We  are  an  Equal  Opportunlda  Employer  llUlf 
and  welcome  appBcittam  from  al  sections 
of  the  eanvnunfcy,  Sse5 


^-r  V' v 


Ut^wSS^ 

ten  toon 


'  Wanted 

A  Consultant 
fnJbnsiuiFoly- 
Granufes,  WIB 
require  expert 
advice  regartfing 
Rmafan  gnmnies, 
nature  of  granules, 
”  investment 

importation,  and 

'  Bttisation  for 
'  prodnetkm  of  ; 
polythene 
products 
/material.  Salary 
£12AO0PX 
Enquiries  &  CVs 
to 

JPCMyiaere 
cfa  4dQ6  Dmafties 
-  '  Street  Lraon. 

Sedfbrdridreortd 
01582  4&5 548. 


AM  Bck  number  rapBoa 
■tiuufd  be  utfcteuaaed 

toe 

BOX  No;  - _ 

OoTbe  TfaMw 

PjO,BOK3S63, 
VbgWaSteaaL 
London  El  9GA 


CAPABLE  PA. 

Wanted  to  look  after 
Small  Office  and  two 
partners  in  PJL  &  . 
Mattering  business 

Otgamsatiotal  skOb, 
personality  & 
ability  to  work  under 

pressure  essential. 
W.I. 

Please  Reply  to 
Box  No  2079 


Bright  dynamic  CVa 
™m  a  successful  team.  ■ 

SAME  DAY  ; 
CV  COMPANY 
01753  890243  ; 

'GzaOeau- to  Board  Dbectce  i 
■J*h«4failei 
tomtia  ffannin'tiiniTeiian~ 
'VNa.AreMs.SwtedLAamt  ; 
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APPOINTMENTS  37 


WORLD  CLASSPROPERTY 
DEVELOPING  COMPANY  LOOKING 
FOR  A  DEVELOPMENT  AND 

marketing  MANAGER 

We  ^  0116  °f  ^  ^.ga  property  Jevelopmentcompames  in  Hong 
•  a Wur  P0™0"0  “eludes  a  large  number  of  prestigious 
SKftMS!  ^  hotel  p^inHongiK&jor 


residential  ^  A^To 

cope  with  our  aggressive  plan  of  expansion,  wear®  seekinga 
Development  and  Marketing  Manager  to  join  c«r  management  team, 

a  s*0*0*  ““***“*■  position. The  successful  camfidaie 
soould  be  a  .mature  person  with  relevant  professional  qualifications 
least  7  to  10  years  experience  in  property  development  and 
maAetuig  preferably  also  with  experience  in  North  America.  Apart 
from  proven  managerial  skills,  he  or  she  most  have  abundant 
initiatives  and  business  acumen. 

For  the  right  person,  we  offer  a  veay  attractive  remuneration  package 

with  hinge  benefits  including  comprehensive  medical  cover  and 

'  generous  leave  terms. 

Interested  persons  should  send  in  their  applications  before 
3rd  January  97  to  Box  No  2116,  Times  newspapers  Ltd,  PO  Box 
3553, 1  Virginia  Street,  London  El  9BD. 


Strathclyde  Passenger 
Transport  Executive  is  the 
{statutory  body  responsible  for 
passenger  transport  services  In 
the  West  of  Scotland,  it 
operates  in  accordance  with 
the  policies  set  by 
democratically  elected 
councillors  appointed  to  the 
Strathclyde  Passenger 
Transport  Authority. 

Strathclyde  Passenger 
Transport  provides  the  largest 
local  rail  network  in  the  United 
Kingdom  outside  London, 
directly  operates  the 
- .  Underground  in  Glasgow, 
provides  bus  services  to  meet 
soda/ and  special  needs  and  is 
active  In  the  development  and 
promotion  of  public  transport 

Due  to  a  structural  review  and 
impending  retirals,  applications 
are  now  invited  from  persons 
with  suitable  relevant 
qualifications  and  experience 
for  these  key  posts. 


Chairpersons  And  Non  Executive  Directors  Of 
NHS  7 fusts  For  The  South  And  West  Region 


We  wont  to  offer  the  opportunity  for  interested  and  stalled  individuals,  who  hove  not  previously 
made  an  appfecarion,  to  be  considered  as  potential  non  executive  directors  of  NHS  Trusts  in  die 
region.  Non  executive  directors  ore  involved  os  members  dr  a  Trust  Board  which  is  responsible  for 
decisions  which  will  affect  the  provision  of  heafch  care  of  a  particular  type  or.  in  a  particular  area. 
AHnan  execufive  appointments  are  mode  by  the  Secretary  of  5tate. 

We  are  particularly  keen  1o  recruit  women  and  men  from  a  variety  of  age  groups  and 
backgrounds  who  have  a  red  interest  in  the  NHS,  can  communicate  their  awn  views  and  opinions 
constructively  and  challenge  others  in  a  positive  and  objective  way. 

You  may  have  professional  dafc  and  experience  but  high  value  will  also  be  placed  on  Ms  to  the 
joed  community,  leadership  skills  would  be  particularly  important  for  those  who  wished  to  be 
considered  as  potential  chairpersons. 

The  South  and  West  Region  covers  the  counties  of  Gloucestershire,  the  previous  county  of  Avon, 
Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall,  and  the  isles  of  SdSy,  Hampshire,  Wiltshire,  Dorset  and  ihe  lste  of  Wight. 

For  an  information  pack  and  application  form,  please  contact  Anne  Fiddes, 
Membership 'Services  Officer,  NHS  Executive  Smith  and  West  Regional  Office, 
Westward  House,  lime  KBn  dose.  Stoke  Gifford,  Bristol  BST2  6SR.  Tek  (0117]  984 
1868.  Closing  dale  for  receipt  of  completed  applications  w3I  be  8th  Jawary  1997. 


Executive 


fffl-'.Tffl'.W 


We  are  committed  to  the  princtydes  of  public  appointments 
based  an  merit  with  independent  assessment,  openness  and 
clarify  of  process.  We  are  commuted  to  becoming  an  Equd 
Opportunities  Employer,  and  welcome  explications  from  all 
sections  of  the  community. 


The  Director  General  is  the  principal  member  of  the  Executive  responsible  for  the 
execution  of  the  policies  of  the  Authority  and  the  overall  management  of  the 
Executive.  You  must  have  the  vision  and  expertise  to  lead  the  team  to  develop  and 
enhance  public  transport 'm  the  West  ot  Scotland. 


if^ec 


OF  CORPORATE  AFFAIRS 

The  Director  of  Corporate  Affairs  will  be  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board.  Clerk  and 
Legal  Adviser  to  the  Authority  and  wffl  be  responsible  tor  the  management  of  the 
Authority  and  the  provision  to  both  the  Authority  and  the  Executive  ot  the  full  range  of 
support  services  including  finance,  legal,  human  resources.  IT  and  policy 
development  and  review. 


Recruitment  packs  which  provide  further  information  on  the  Authority  and 
tire  Executive  can  now  be  obtained  from  the  Director  of  Personnel, 
Glasgow  City  Council,  48  Albion  Street,  Glasgow  Gl  1 LH  or  by  telephoning 
0141  287  5125.  Completed  applications  should  be  returned  no  later  than 
Monday  6th  January  1997. 

John  F  Anderson  Secretary  Strathclyde  Passenger  Transport  Authority 


Air  Niugim  operates  a  fleet  of  aircraft  throughout  Papua  New  Guinea  with 
services  to  Australia  and  South  East  A».  With  over  1800  staff  employed,  this 
position  reflects  the  artne's  promotion  of  strong  financial  management  skids  to 
reafcse  medum  term  growth  objectives. 

DIRECTOR  -  FINANCE,  SYSTEMS 
&  CORPORATE  PLANNING 

THE  OPPORTUNITY 

To  plan,  direct  and  control  all  financial  functions  and  provide  accurate  and 
timely  advice  to  senior  management  to  enable  the  airline's  strategic  objectives  to 
be  achieved. 

The  position  of  Director  -  Finance.  Systems  and  Corporate  Planning  has  a 
breadth  exceeding  the  usual  functions  of  a  position  of  the  nature  This  vacancy 
provides  an  outstanding  opportunity  for  the  successful  candidate  to  work  closely 
with  other  members  of  the  senior  corporaie  ream  in  setting  the  commercial 
direction  of  Ar  Nvgini. 

The  rote  nuolues  high  level  negotiations,  review  of  airline  performance  data  and 
control  over  a  number  of  non- financial  depai truer mi'reporting  to  ths  position. 

KEY  QUALITIES 

■  Proven  financial  Shis  n  presenting  balanced  budget  proposals,  tdenofymg  key 
trends,  evaluating  effectiveness  of  control  measures  and  preparing  annual 
accounts  for  presentation  to  management 

■  Ability  to  negotiate  favourable  contracts  in  areas  such  as  major  insurance 
pafides.  properties  and  aircraft  leasing 

■  Good  knowledge  of  aircraft  financing  requirements,  including  evaluation  erf 
leasing  and  acquisition  arrangements 

-  Airline  financial  experience  is  obligatory.  Cancbdanes  from  similar  sued  airlines 
are  especially  encouraged  to  apply  due  to  the  broad  accountabilities  and  less 
specialised  nature  of  this  position 

•  A  working  knowledge  of  company  law  is  required  and  additional  experience 
of  EDP  management  win  be  favourably  considered 

-  As  a  key  member  of  the  corporate  team  and  with  more  than  200  staff 
reporting  to  the  position,  compensation  levels  will  not  be  an  issue  for  the  right 
candidate. 

APPLICATIONS 

Please  Not*:  AH  applications  wkl  be  treated  in  the  strictest  confidence,  with  no 
approach  made  to  contact  current  employer  or  referees  without  expressed 
permission  first  being  granted  by  the  candidate. 

Please  send  written  applications  by  fax.  including  full  personal  details  together 
with  copies  of  quabficaoons  by  31  December  1996  to. 


Air  Niugini 


The  Director - 
Personnel  &  Properties 
Fax:  [675)  327  3601 
or  mail  to: 

The  Personnel  Director 

AIR  N1UGTNI 
PO  800(7186 
BOBOKOMCD 


Papua  New  Guinea 


European  Market 
Leader 

has  opportunities  for  a 
U-K-  SALES 
MANAGER & 
GERMAN  SALES 
MANAGER 
Bilingual  with  proven 
experience  in  new 
business  development 
Send  C.V.  to 
MASTER  MEMORY 
EUROPE  S  .A. 

6  rue  Paul  Cezanne 
93360  Neuitty  Plaisance 
France 


SYN0N/2E  SOFTWARE  DEVELOPERS 

ImenutioiiaJ  Finance  Systems  Development 

VacanrieS"for  Graduate  Trainees  and 
.  Experienced  Developers 

Exciting  Career  Opportunity 


Please  send  your  CV  to  Mar*  Knight,  CTS  Europe  Ltd, 
Inttc  Bwtoen  Estate,  Wade  Read.  B—tofftohe, 
Hampshire,  RG24  8NE 

No  Agencies 


Discover  a  better  world 


Management  Consultant 

Central  Government  Practice 

to  £70k  +  benefits 
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Business  Systems  Manager 


Thanes  Water  b  the  largest  water  company  in  Ihe  UK -aid 
tiso  proving  the  most  flexible.  An  exciting  progranrne  of 
change  is  restructuring  the  oganisation  as  a  matrix  of 
Interdependent  core  businesses.  One  of  these  businesses  b  . 
Customer  Field  Services,  which  daflvere  a  fast  resporeeto 
fmgfnmers1  service  problems  In  the  field*. 

sraewsssswass 

0pp0l^r^tegy  of  lage-«caJe  investment  b  driving  us  to  . 
n  _  r.  .ufnint  «i  n  Chrmnirn 1  market  -  which  means  tliat 

^certti^n'fiufKaion.yMiwfflriflfon1^*^®™® 
to  w«di  technology -wM 
needs  of  mflltons  of  co^wg 

perspective  will  extend  to  the  aitofaw 
and  the  other 

ivtf.  so  vou  must  rapidly  develop  a  sense  of 
tot  the^wganisalton  worics  as  a  whole.  Using 


ff  to  provide  accurate  Information  and  support  service 
routines,  you  wB  also  develop  business  systems  to  enhance 
the  efficiency  and  accountability  of  eiur  external  contractors 
-  who  make  a  significant  impact  to  our  service  daOveiy 
.  Setting  technology  to  worif  In  Innovative  ways,  you  wB 
be  crucial  to  the  success  of  our  change  programme.  Your 
Influence  wiH  extend  throughout  afl  management  levels  and 
you  win  have  the  conviction  and  credbHty  to  use  it 
effectively.  With  a  minimum  of  5  yeais'  managerial 
experience  hi  the  development  of  projects.  In-depth 
knowledge  of  the  preparation  of  fT  business  cases,  and 
preferably  some  knowledge  of  mobile  customer  services, 
you  will  draw  on  your  sophisticated  commarda)  awareness 

as  you  analyse  and  resolve  complex  problems. 

h  adtStion  to  a  generous  salary  we  offer  an 
extensive  range-  of  benefits  including  pension 
and  performance-related  pay.  For  an  opportunity 
to  lead  change  at  the  most  senior  levels,  sand 
your  cv  to  Fiona  Peett,  Personnel  Manager, 
Thames  Water  Utilities,  Bose  Kite  Court, 
Rose  Kiln  Lane.  Readng  RG2  OHR  dosing 
data:  13th  January  1997. 
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Executive 
SI  Resourcing 
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An  excellent  opportunity  to  take  responsibility  for  a 
successful  £5  million  turnover  high  volume 
manufacturer  of  electronic  assemblies  for 
telecommunication  industries  world-wide.  Already 
acknowledged  as  foe  European  leaders  in  their  niche 
product  sector,  their  investment  in  engineering 
innovation  has  created  a  technology  gap  their 
competitors  are  struggling  lo  bridge.  Reliability,  safety 
and  quality  also  underpin  this  business  which  has  a 
substantial  export  base. 

Your  priority  will  be  to  lead  the  operational  and  strategic 
development  of  Ihe  business  and  drive  both  organic 
and  acquisitive  growth.  This  will  inevitably  mean 
challenging  the  status  quo  and  achieving  evolutionary 
change.  Fundamental  fa  this  wQI  be  your  leadership  of 
Hie  board  to  ensure  a  focused  and  unified  approach  to 


££60,000  +  EQUITT  OPPORTUNITY 


taking  the  business  forward  with  the  ultimate  aim  of  a 
flotation. 

A  graduate,  you  will  have  proven  success  in  taking  profit 
responsibility  lor  a  comparable,  high  technology 
component  manufacturing  business,  operating  in 
international  markets.  Experience  of  acquisitions  and/or 
being  part  of  a  successful  flotation  will  be  advantageous. 
Strategic  vision,  decisiveness,  team  building  skills  and 
leadership  ability  are  indispensable  requirements. 

Please  send  toll  personal  and  career  details,  including 
current  remuneration  level  and  daytime  telephone 
number,  in  confidence  to  David  Owens,  Coopers  & 
Lybrand  Executive  Resourcing  Ltd,  Temple  Court, 

35  Bull  Street,  Birmingham  B4  6JT  quoting  L 

reference  D553  on  both  envelope  and  letter.  fl 
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Ski  market  climbs  new  peaks 


Bv  Graham  Duffill 


TH  E  TOP  end  of  the  skiing  markei  is 
thriving.  Bookings  for  the  most  up¬ 
market  operator  are  18  per  cent 
higher  than  at  Christmas  last  year. 

The  skiing  industry  has  always 
relied  on  the  rich  to  keep  it  in 
business,  although  that  seemed 
likely  to  change  in  the  1980s  boom 
years,  when  there  was  a  sudden  rush 
of  less  affluent  skiers. 

Crystal  Holidays.  Airtours,  the 
Canadian  resorts.  Eastern  Europe. 
Andorra  and  the  Pyrenees  will  be 
among  the  beneficiaries  of  average- 
incume  families  that  became  hooked 
on  mountains,  snow  and  apres-ski 
and  have  become  diehard  skiers. 

When  most  skiing  operators 
dipped  downmarket  id  pick  up  the 
new  budget  skiers.  David  Kemp 
switched  from  publishing  to  create  a 
company,  in  I'OT.  that  would  cater 
for  the  other  end  of  the  market. 

The  Ski  Company’s  chaletholiday 
prices  begin  where  others  end.  and 
weeks  that  cost  more  than  £1.000  a 
head  are  more  common  than  those 
with  three-figure  prices. 

Mr  Kemp  explains:  “l  wanted  a 
company  that  provided  the  son  of 
holiday  I  wished  to  go  on  and  which 
the  market  did  not  offer.” 

The  strategy  was  expensive.  His 
idea  was  to  buy  or  lease  chalets  for 
several  years  and  to  staff  them  year- 
round.  Typical  nf  the  staff  are  Paul 
Crow  ami  Diane  Beck,  who  run  the 
Chalet  Cueret  in  the  Pones  du  Soleil 
in  the  French  Alps.  Ms  Beck  is  a 
professional  cook  and  Mr  Gow  an 
expert  on  cheese,  who  briefly  owned  a 
cheese  shop  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  alter 


he  gave  up  working  as  an  arbitrage 
broker  in  the  City. 

Mr  Gow  will  act  as  chalet  manag¬ 
er.  maiired'.  driver  of  the  minibus  at 
the  client's  beck  and  call,  deliverer  of 
children  to  ski  school,  organiser  of 
ski  guides  and  lift  passes  and. 
importantly,  expert  on  how  to  get  the 
best  out  of  the  area  and  avoid  hitches. 

The  cook  lays  on  as  many  meals  or 
snacks  as  required  and  drink  flows 
as  freely  as  guests  request.  A  week  of 
such  personal  attention  over  Christ¬ 
mas  costs  about  £1.500  a  head  and 
all  nine  chalets  are  fully  booked. 
Low-season  prices  fall  to  £758  in  the 
Chalet  Gueret  in  Moraine.  France, 
and  E787  in  Meribel  in  Januajy. 

Two  years  ago  the  Ski  Company 
merged  with  the  upmarket  (our 
operators  Abercrombie  &  Kent  to 
reduce  costs  and  increase  its  market¬ 
ing  power.  Bookings  are  up  by  IS  per 
cent  and  for  the  first  rime  before 
Christmas  the  company  is  S9  per  cent 
booked  for  February  and  March. 

Ski  Scort  Dunn,  which  also  targets 
the  upmarket  end  of  the  ski  industry, 
has  had  to  turn  away  as  marry  re¬ 
quests  for  accommodation  as  it 
could  fill.  The  company's  Andrew 
Dunn  says:  “We  are  80  per  cent  full 
for  the  whole  season." 

The  ski  industry  as  a  whole  is  14  per 
cent  up  after  two  seasons  in  which  the 
number  of  people  going  skiing 
slumped  by  5  per  cent  each  year. 
Crystal  Holidays  reports  a  50  per  cent 
rise  in  numbers  to  Bulgaria  and 
Andorra.  Andy  Perrin,  the  marketing 
manager,  says:  “Many  are  beginners, 
which  is  good  news  for  the  industry." 


French  leave:  Moran  e,  one  of  the  six  resorts  at  which  the  Ski  Company  offers  its  luxury  chalets 


Jet  escapes  made  easier 


10. 


_  This  aircraft  fire  at  Manchester  airport  killed  55  passengers 


AIRLINES  are  to  be  ordered 
to  improve  emergency  escape 
procedures  and  ensure  quick¬ 
er  evacuation  from  charter 
and  scheduled  aircraft  in  the 
event  of  a  fire. 

The  new  regulations  are  to 
be  made  mandatory'  through¬ 
out  Europe  more  than  ten 
years  after  similar  safety'  rec¬ 
ommendations  were  made 
after  the  1985  Manchester 
airport  disaster,  in  which  55 
people  were  killed  when  a 
British  Airtours  Boeing  737 
caught  fire  on  takeoff. 

The  tough  new  rules  are  to 
be  introduced  in  the  spring. 
The  key  change  is  in  the  way 
that  the  emergency  exit  above 
the  wing  of  most  aircraft  is 
opened.  In  the  Manchester 
fire,  many  survivors  com¬ 
plained  that  they  had  trouble 
opening  the  escape  door 
because  seats  were  too  close, 
that  it  was  difficult  to  unlock 


By  Harvey  Elliott 


and  remove  the  overwing  door 
and  that  passengers  became 
jammed  in  the  narrow  aisles. 

After  years  of  detailed  inves¬ 
tigation  by  scientists  at 
Cranfield  University  in  Bed¬ 
fordshire.  the  Civil  Aviation 
Authority  is  dose  to  finalising 
a  Europe-wide  agreement  on 
the  new  safety  measures. 

John  Beard  more,  a  Man¬ 
chester  survivin’  and  leader  of 
the  Sd-Safe  organisation 
which  has  been  pressing  for 
improvements  since  the  Man¬ 
chester  accident,  said:  “At  long 
lasL  something  looks  as  if  it 
will  be  done  to  improve 
emergency  evacuation.” 

The  new  procedures  —  al¬ 
ready  signalled  by  European 
safety  organisations  ahead  of 
a  formal  agreement  expected 
in  the  new  year  —  include 
widening  gangways  near 


galleys  and  lavatories,  and 
changing  the  way  emergency 
exit  doors  can  be  opened. 
Instead  of  being  turned  and 
pulled  inwards,  the  doors  will 
have  to  slide  up  on  rails  to  a 
stowage  area  behind  the  lug¬ 
gage  bins.  The  existing  mini¬ 
mum  width  of  a  gangway  for 
any  airline  in  Europe  is 
480mm  compared  with  the 
proposed  720mm  minimum. 

The  Cranfield  research  sug¬ 
gested  that  existing  escape 
hatches  were  too  heavy  tor 
most  passengers  to  handle  in 
an  emergency.  The  new  meth¬ 
od  of  opening  the  door  relies 
on  springs  and  a  guide  rail  to 
shoot  the  door  up  to  the 
ceiling. 

Talks  are  now  under  way  to 
finalise  the  wording  of  new 
safety  rules  which  will  be  sent 
to  all  airlines  operating  in 


Europe  and  which  could  even¬ 
tually  be  extended  worldwide. 
Some  modifications  will  have . 
to  be  carried  out  immediately: 
others  wil]  apply  only  to  new 
aircraft 

Many  changes  in  aircraft 
safety  were  introduced  soon 
after  the  Manchester  fire,  but 
survivors  have  long  argued 
that  there  are  still  too  many 
loopholes  which  need  to  be 
filled  to  ensure  passenger 
safety  and  have  accused  the 
CAA  of  dragging  its  feet  over 
their  introduction. 

A  CAA  spokesman  said  it 
had  acted  as  quickly  as  it 
could.  “Research  had  to  be  un¬ 
dertaken  in  great  detaiL"  he 
explained.  “We  cannot  just 
introduce  changes  unilaterally 
and  any  proposal  has  to  be 
approved  an  a  European-wide 
and  we  hope,  eventually, 
worldwide  basis.  This  all 
takes  time." 


Bag  a  safari  in 


SAFARIS  at  a  saving  of  up 
to  QOO.a  person  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Kumuka  with  a 
20iday  tour  of  Kenya  and 
Tanzania  leaving  Nairobi 
on  January  14  costing  £495 
a  person.  Take  your  own 
tenn  flights  extra.  Details: 
0171-937  8855. 

■  BOSTON  breaks  are 
available  from  today  with 
four  nights  for  the  price  of 
three  from  Funway  Holi¬ 
days.  Deals  stan  from  £319 
a  person  including  Virgin 
Atlantic  flights,  hotel  and  a 
discount  booklet.  Details: 
0181-466  0222. 

■  SWISS  Travel  Service 
has  short  breaks  at  ski 
resorts  from  £283  a  person 
including  two  nights’  ac¬ 
commodation  ana  flights. 
Details:  01992  456123. 

■  CHILDREN  under  12  go 
free  with  two  adults  to 
Disneyland  Paris  until 
Easter  with  Paris  Travel 
Service.  Two  night  self- 


drive  holidays  start  at  £136 
an  adult  including  entrance 
and  accommodation.  De¬ 
tails:  01992  456100. 

■  THREE  free  nights  at  a 
beadt  resort  on  Bintan, 
Indonesia,  are  on  offer  in 
January  and  February  from 

Simply  ‘  Tropix  for  those 
booking  five  nights  at  the 
Concorde  Hotel.  Singapore. 
Prices  start  from  £750  a 
.  person  including  flights. 
Details:  0J8I-S75  1777. 

■  FREE  upgrades  to  half- 
board  accommodation  in 
Eilat  are  available  on  some 
Longwood  holidays  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  Prices  from  £339  for  a 
week,  including  horel,  with 
return  flights.  Details:  0181- 
5514494. 

■  RAMADAN  specials  are 
on  offer  from  Jasmin  Tours 
from  January  10  with  six 
nights  B&B  at  Aqaba  on  the 
Red  Sea  costing  £349  a 
person,  flights  included. 
Details:  0162S  531121. 
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STAY  for  two  nights  on  any  January  weekend  at  Cardiff's 
Park  Thistle  Hotel  at  £30  a  person  a  night  and  get  a  third 
night  free.  Details:  01222  383471. 

■  The  Montcalm  Hotel  in  London  has  spaces  for  its  New 
Year’s  Eve  dinner  at  £65  a  person.  Details:  0171-402  42S8. 

■  The  Hotel  Villa  Emma  in  Dresden  has  a  two-night  opera 
programme  from  January  l,  including  ticket  and  a 
bathrobe.  Details:  0800  1S1535: 


UNTIL  January  IQ.  a  Euro¬ 
star  standard  daytrip  re¬ 
turn  starts  at  £49  from 
Waterloo  and  Ashford  to 
Lille  and  Calais:  £59  to 
Brussels  and  £69  to  Paris. 
Details:  0345  30303a  . 

■  A  DAY  return  on  Wight- 
link  Ferries  on  Portsmouth- 
Flshboume  (Isle  of  Wight) 
is  available  through  Euro¬ 
drive  until  December  3L 
The  £31  fare  applies  after 
9.25am  on  weekdays.  De¬ 
tails:  0181-324  4000.  ... 

■  SWANSEA  Cork  Ferries 
has  a  “Sunday  Savers”  fare 
costing  £165  return  (a  car 
and  five  ■passengers).’  D£ 
tails:  01792  456116. 


FOUR  airlines  —  Virgin 
Atlantic  Air  New  Zealand. 
Arisen  and  Malaysia  —  are 
to  market  a  round-the- 
world  fare.  Priced  from 
077,  the  Wanderer  pro¬ 
vides  travel  to  Australasia 
with  three  stopovers  in  the 
Far  East,  US  or  South 
Pari  fir  Two  further  stop¬ 
overs  can  be  added  for  £50 
each.  Details:  01293  747747. 

■  AIRLINE  Network  has 
an  Air  France  Concorde 
Special.  Passengers  fly  from 
London  or  Manchester  to 
New  York  with  Concorde 
returning  on  a  sub-sonic 
business-class  flight  at 
“£2,462.  Book  by  December 
31.  Details:  0500  747  757; 
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At  Communications  Test  Design,  Inc.,  ado- 
bal  leader  in  the  telecommunications  field, 
we  are  embarking  on  exciting  new  ventures 
lor  the  new  age  of  communication.  Pres¬ 
ently,  we  are  seeking  a  Managing  Director 
lor  our  Milton  Keynes,  England  facility. 

Responsibilities  for  this  position  will  be  to 
establish,  execute  and  oversee  business 
strategies,  as  well  as  to  manage  daily  opera¬ 
tions  to  meet  cudomer  arxl  business  require¬ 
ments.  In  addition,  this  person  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  revenue  growth  and  profit/foss 
ol  the  operation  and  the  development  and 
maintenance  of  customer  relationships.  The 
ideal  candidate  must  have  a  minimum  of  10 
years  experience  in  Operations  and  Business 
management  a  four  year  university  degree, 
the  proven  ability  to  execute  and  develop 
business  strategies,  and  well  developed  lead¬ 
ership,  cuslomer  service  and  communica¬ 
tion  skills.  Telecommunications  and/or  ser¬ 
vice  industry  experience  preferred. 

If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  an  integral 
part  of  a  growing  corporation  which  offers 
an  attractive  compensation  and  complete 
benefits  package,  please  send  a  letter  and 
your  resume  to1  COMMUNICATIONS  TEST 
DESIGN,  INC.,  1373  Enterprise  Drive.  West 
Chester.  PA  19380.  U.SA.  FAX:  610-436- 
3914,  Attn:  Human  Resources.  EOE  M/F 
Smoke/Drug  Free  Workplace. 


SALES  ASSISTANT 

FsB-toas  soles  miaw  napitcJ  far  KcigfabliRdp  Rrmi/Mn]  CM— 
Compifl>.  msaniafr  OX  Rate  tepi*  in  writing  »  TV  Msaip-mi. 

ACCOUNTS  CLERK 
SALES  ORDER  PROCESSOR 

Kcxpsed  tec  will  teUei  /  moil  order  ewDpm> .  Sfcii  be  a  good  «1I  mats. 
—rfen Ny  Ktb  W4W  za d  Eitd  ajmax.  Jusny  soil  Rqjfy  m  miq 
to.  He  General  Manager 

10  WEST  HALKLV  STREET 
LONDON  SWIX  SIL 
Fa*-  0171  259  554Z 

Only  wrmfnl  apptkapifai  trill  be  adarowiedged. 


NISS1N  (UK)  Ltd 

requires 

Traffic  Co-ordinator 
Up  to  £15,000  per  annum. 

Applicants  should  be  educated  to  at  least  'A'  level 
standard  and  musx  be  numerate.  Minimum  three  years* 
forwarding  experience,  fluency  in  both  Japanese  and 
English  and  the  ability  u>  coordinate  onr  work  with  our 
agents,  sales  staff  and  management  essential. 

Please  write,  enclosing  CV  and  catrent  salary,  to  Mr  H. 
Ono,  Nissio  (UKj  Lid.  Unit  S.  The  Griffin  Centre. 
Staines  Road.  Fdihara.  Middlesex  TWI4  OHS 


EXECUTIVE  CHEF  TRAINER 

Urgently  wpiwd  to  develop  a  new  cUg  at  iruwiti 
serriog  wltwifc  Asfam  Food.  The  pphaB  most  Hk 
Ugh  qualify  and  proven  experience  in  authentic  cooking 
bebdap- 

VtH—m m.  Thai,  Malay.  Indonesian  and  OiacR. 
The  politico  holder  mnt  also  base  nuxgcnrst 
experience  and  be  able  to  train  and  develop  the  mam. 

Stikry  2SK  ♦  benefit*. 

Please  said  CV  bK-Tania  Webb  at  BUI  Leicester 
Square,  tendon  WC2H  7LE. 

OosfcaR  date  23rd  Janaary  1997. 


A  JOB  ABROAD 
AND  A  VISA.  WHAT 
MORE  COULD  YOU 
WANT? 
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Project  Manager  -  Business 
Consultancy 

PACKAGE  TO  £50,000  PLUS  CAR  PLUS  BENEFITS,  LONDON 


Part  of  a  major  US  media  group,  our  dient  is  a  leading 
training  and  consultancy  firm  with  an  enviably  blue-chip 
dient  base.  Its  services  range  from  sales  development  to 
large-scale  change  programmes  centred  on  customer 
service,  quality  and  organisational  design. 

The  company  is  plaining  to  strengthen  its  Services  sector 
team  with  an  individual  whose  operational  expertise 
complements  the  untfs  business  development  skffis. 
Analysing  dient  needs  and  strategies,  you  will  help  design 
creative  solutions,  project  manage  training  and  delivery, 
and  generally  contribute  to  the  team’s  knowledge  base. 

You  wfll  ideally  be  an  intefectuafly  capable  internal 
consultant,  or  possibly  a  line  manager  working  in  Quality 


Customer  Service  or  HR,  within  a  progressive  service 
organisation  such  as  financial  services  or  utilities.  A  team 
player,  energetic  and  lively,  you  should  also  have  the 
stature  to  command  the  respect  of  senior  management 
in  dient  companies. 

In  return,  our  dient  offers  you  the  opportunity  to  work  In 
a  stimulating  environment  and  broaden  your  business 
understan&ng  within  a  fast-growing  international 
consultancy. 

Please  write;  in  confidence,  with  full  career 
and  salary  details  to  Ann  Rodrigues, 

M5L  International  Limited,  32  Aybrbok  Street. 
London  WlM  3JL  Please  quote  ref:  61746. 


LONDON  BU.rAST  SCRVNOHAV.  5?LSTC.  CARCiFf  JCIN3URGH 
G'7:  C1232  512?  5117  01222  C131 

50-jo  iS-  *5'4  5J7W.7  ::3  45— 


Data&al  Commmu  cations  Limited  is  a 
privately  owned,  independent  communications 
provider  specialising  in  the  distribution  of 
data,  video  and  audio  services  via  satellite. 

The  Company  is  developing  its  operations  in 
Central  and  Eastern  Europe  and  is  looking  to 
recruit  an  Engineer  to  install  and  maintain 
satellite  communications  systems  within  this 
important  market  growth  area. 

You  will  be  educated  to  degree  level  or 
equivalent,  with  at  least  2-3  years’  experience 
within  the  satellite  communications  industry. 
As  regular  trips  to  Central/Eastem  Europe, 
particularly  Russia  and  the  Ukraine,  will  be  an 
integral  pan  of  the  job,  you  will  need  to  be 
fluent  in  at  least  one  of  the  languages  of  the 
region. 

Apply,  in  writing,  with  a  copy  of  your  CV  to 
Terry  Power.  Datasat  Communications  Lrd_ 
Ashbourne,  Back  Lane.  Chalfont  Sl  Giles. 
Buckinghamshire  HP8  4NY. 


MSL 


SLSSGOVJ  LEEDS  r.:  AN  CHESTER  MF.VCASTiE  .NOTTINGHAM 

9111  ois:  oi?i  q'15 

2A3  7700  2A6  A737  Cja  201  6203  t-, 


EXPERIENCED  FUEL  OIL 
TRADER 

Required  for  large  ioternatioDal  trading 
company.  Minimum  five  years  experience  in 
trading  feedstocks  (straight  ran  fuel  oils, 
naphthas  and  condensates)  is  U-S  Golf  and 
Etoqpe.  Both  trading  and  refinery  experience 
essential  Salary  90k. 

Reply  tor. 

P.O  Box  44601  HeoJey-On- Thames .  RG9  4TP. 


MANAGKC  MMrrOfiS-IHKECTORS- MANAGERS 

SeteViiAiffCifBkKri&MEaKaiKiintlrisK  . 
socembi  in  Career  Qayt.  If  jqh  tec  tbeba^md  niut.II 
?w  are  mhousv  if  yes  m  or  need  toctaosr  am.  »e  *mt  to 
bar  buo  yno.  Please  amt  a  Ml  CV  «  Mu  Dk«t« 

) - 1-,,.- - — -  , 

"tVdkatojiq  Batmen  Ote|S*’ 

Waiock  Coior.  <C  Wsvidc  RmL  KENS. WOfrm  CVS  IIS, 


RfSK  MANAGEMENT  PRODUCTS 
SALES 

Asateading  Qobd  bwestment  Bank,  vwi  are  seeking  to 

h  InSTIfak 

rUragemwit  rroouccs.  We  rensre  an  individual  m 

?****■  **  “  knaraadonal  and 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  26 1996 
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Equities  stay  firm  in  short  session 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  fays  dose,  buf  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/earnings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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ENGINEERING.  VEHICLES 
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PLEASE  HELP  A  LITTLE 
DONKEY  IN  DISTRESS 


Mozart  wet  confined  alone  in 
a  stable  for  2  V,  years. 

Ha  w«*  vialtad  only 
occasionally  to  be  brought 
food  and  water. 

Hia  bed  was  a  build-up  of  bin 
own  dung.  Mozart’s  hooves 
had  grown  long  end  twisted, 
he  had  Ilea  and  waa  in  pain 
through  (amlnltlsc. 

When  we  raacuad  him  ha  wan 
petrlflad.  Ha  would  quiver  et 
the  back  of  hla  new  stable 
whan  approached.  When  the 
door  was  opened  It  took 
many  days  before  Mozart 
would  venture  out  end  he 
was  just  as  Irightenad  of 
donkeys  as  ha  was  of  peopla. 
Gradually,  with  patience  end  kindness.  Mozart  is  beginning 
to  trust  again.  Ha  Is  26  years  old  end  can  now  apand  hha 
rstiramontyesra  in  coniontment. 

Ptoaoe  can  you  help  us  to  care  for  Mozart  and  donkeys  like 
him. 

Pleaae  note  our  administration  and  fund  raising  costs  are 
only  8.4p  In  tits  £1. 

Please  Help  Us  To  Help  Them 
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BUSINESS  NEWS  41 


THE  London  stock  market 
continued  rewriting  the  record 
book  on  Christmas  Eve  with 
share  prices  ending  the  short¬ 
ened  session  at  another  new 
dosing  high. 

It  was  the  fifth  consecutive 
day  of  gains  far  the  FT-SE 100 
index,  which  dosed  just  a 

shade  below  its  best  of  the  day 
with  a  rise  of  S3  at  4.0923, 
stretching  the  rise  over  five 
days  to  112.9. 

Turnover  •  reflected  the 
shortened  session  with  just 
268  million  shares  changing 
hands  the  dose  of  business, 
the  lowest  level  of  the  year. 

Northern  Electric  returned 
from  its  brief  suspension  ip 
firmer  at  639p  just  hours 
before  the  extended  deadline 
for  acceptances  of  CE  Elec¬ 
tric'S  £782  million  bid.  The 
Takeover  Panel,  which  was 


_  ~w  _ _  M-*  V/U1J.  XXJUU  1TJJTT  U 

run  gives  the  index  its  fifth  gain  in  as  many  days 

■  ■■  '  Mf;..  ;'W  to  nratly  acquired  lift,dD«pS«LriOT 

t^K:.  •  -M  dulled  distribution  business,  ivi^n. 


^sponsible  for  extending  die 
deadline,  also  rapped  few, 
Nordieni’s  advisor,  for  with- 
holding  information  that 
might  have  affected  the  out¬ 
come  of  die  bid. 

Meanwhile,  .  CE  Elearic 
was  feeing  fierce  opposition  to 
the  bid  from  the  Prudential 
Corporation,  the  City's  biggest 
fund  manager,  which  was 
again  balding  for  stock  in  the 
marketplace.  By  the  I  pm 
deadline  for  the  bid  on  Tues¬ 
day.  the  Pru  had  picked  up 
709,487  shares  through  Caze- 
nove,  the  broker,  stretching  its 
total  holding  to  12.05  per  «*nf 
Brokers  said  then  it  was 
unlikely  to  be  enough  to  save 
Northern  from  the  clutches  of 
CE  Electric.  Northern  finigtiprf 
4p  cheaper,  at  657p. 

The  takeover  spotlight  has 
now  fallen  mi  Yorkshire  Elec¬ 


tricity,  up  4p  at  802 *2p.  and 
Soothers  Electric,  un¬ 
changed  at-  778^  simply 
because  they  are  the  two 
remaining  independent  re¬ 
gional  electricity  companies. 
City  speculators  think  it  can 
only  be  a  matter  of  time  before 
bids  are  forthcoming. 

.  Christmas  certainly  came 
early  fra*  fans  and  sharehold¬ 
ers  alike  in  Sunderland,  the 
latest  Premiership  side  to  join 
the  stock  market.  Placed  at 
583p  by  Charterhouse  Tilney, 
the  broker,  the  shares  opened 


at  652 !2p,  and  touched  a  peak 
of  735p,  before  ending  the 
session  at  732'ip,  a  premium 
of  182Jap.  By  the  close  of 
business  a  total  of  215345 
shares  had  changed  hands. 

British  Borneo  strength¬ 
ened.  climbing  56p  to  8L5p. 
after  announcing  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  blocks  from  Shell's 
Leo  development  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  James  Cape!,  the 
company’s  broker,  is  talking 
the.  shares  up  to  the  900p  level. 

Just  days  after  launching  its 
bid  Fairey  has  raised  its  terms 


for  Bornfidd  by  113  per  cent 
to  165p.  The  new  terms  are  25 
of  its  own  shares  for  every  92 
Burnfield,  valuing  the  group 
at  £57.7  million.  Burnfield 
dipped  l'2p.  to  I42p.  on  the 
news,  while  Fairey  finished  3p 
dearer  at  GOlp, 

Allied  Domecq  looks  like 
ending  the  year  on  a  firm  note 
with  the  price  adding  another 
I0*2p  at  450p,  for  a  two-day 
gain  of  25p.  Stock  shortages 
among  market-makers  and  a 
“buy"  recommendation  from 
Lehman  Brothers,  the  US 


securities  hearse,  are  said  to  be 
behind  this  apparent  revival 
in  the  price.  After  hitting  a  low 
for  the  year  of  419p  recently, 
the  shares  are  likely  to  figure 
prominently  among  the  New 
Year  share  tips. 

The  slide  continued  in 
Brake  Brothers,  with  the 
shares  tumbling  a  further  26p 
to  a  new  low  of  550p  in  the 
wake  of  Monday's  profits 
warning.  That  stretches  the 
fall  of  the  past  two  days  to 
206'zp.  The  group  blamed 
mounting  losses  at  Puritan 


Maid,  its  recently  acquired 
chilled  distribution  business. 
The  company  had  been  expect¬ 
ed  to  make  £29  million,  com¬ 
pared  with  £27,1  million,  but 
now  £24  million  is  forecast 

LocasVarity  was  another 
loser,  dipping  a  further  lp  to 
225‘ap  after  the  departure  of 
John  Grant,  finance  director, 
just  four  months  in  the  job 
since  the  merger  of  Lucas 
Industries  and  Varity  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  the  US. 

The  sale  of  its  German  and 
Italian  fine  paper  businesses 
lifted  Bund  3p,  to  229’ap. 
Brokers  saw  the  disposal  as  a 
positive  move,  with  the  group 
continuing  to  move  out  of  low- 
margin  operations  and  con¬ 
centrating  on  the  dearer  end  of 
the  market 

A  24  per  cent  increase  in 
pre-tax  profits  to  E372.000 


lifted  Deep  Sea  Leisure  8p  to 
172‘zp. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Prices  end¬ 
ed  the  session  on  a  firm  note, 
having  rallied  from  an  early 
mark-down.  Longer-dared  is¬ 
sues  were  squeezed  £L  higher 
during  the  last  hour  of  die 
shortened  trading  session.  In 
futures  the  March  series  of  the 
long  gilt  rose  three  ticks  to 
£110  in  the  lowest  volume  of 
the  year  with  just  6,000  con¬ 
tracts  completed.  Treasury  8 
per  cent  2015  was  £73a  dearer 
at  £10325j2.  while  Treasury  8 
per  cent  2D00  closed  E>i& 
higher  at  £102zs3i. 

D  NEW  YORK  Wall  Street's 
Christmas  rally  resumed  with 
the  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  rising  33.83  points  to 
632285.  putting  it  dose  to  its 
record  dosing  high  of 6347.79, 
set  on  November  25. 
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Consumers  seek 
clearer  rules  on 
gas  competition 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


THE  gas  industry  will  come 
under  increased  pressure  in 
the  new  year  to  improve  the 
system  which  allows  custom¬ 
ers  to  switch  suppliers  as  fresh 
problems  emerge  over  billing 
in  the  South  West 
Some  bills  for  gas  supplied 
since  April  have  just  been 
issued  by  SwebGas.  Mean¬ 
while,  British  Gas  bas  secured 
an  opt-out  from  guidelines  so 
it  can  accept  customers  bade 
without  insisting  on  fresh 


terms  to  bind  them  to  British 
Gas  for  a  set  period. 

The  Gas  Consumers  Coun¬ 
cil  will  press  Ofgas,  the  regu¬ 
lator,  for  dearer  rules  on 
billing  customers  before  they 
transfer  in  an  effort  to  stem 
confusion  as  the  next  phase  of 
competition  looms.  After  the 
disarray  which  marked  foe 
opening  of  competition  for 
500,000  households  in  the 
South  West  and  which  has 
continued  •—  foe  industry  is 


Burnfield  caves  in  to 
Fairey  Group  bid 


By  Jason  Nissfi 


FAIREY  GROUP  has  per¬ 
suaded  Burnfield.  the  rival 
engineering  group,  to  cave 
in  toils  takeover  bid  after  a 
last-minute  offer  increase  to 
E57.7miUioiL 

The  all-share  bid  was 
increased  on  Tuesday 
morning  after  talks  be¬ 
tween  the  two  sides  led 
Fairey  to  increase  the  offer 
value  first  from  £51  million 
to  £5S  million  and  then  to 
die  final  £57.7  million. 

Fairey  is  offering  25  of  its 
shares  for  every  92  of 
Bizmfield’s.  which  valued 
each  Burnfield  share  at 
1633p  compared  with  a 
Tuesday  dose  of  142p. 


Because  of  a  technicality  to 
do  with  Burnfidd’s  pro¬ 
posed  £24  million  purchase 
of  LDS.  foe  privately  owned 
vibration  measurement 
group,  Burafiehfs  board  is 
not  able  to  recommend  the 
Fairey  offer. 

However.  at  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  meeting  on  Monday  to 
approve  the  UTS  deal,  Bri¬ 
an  McGowan,  Bumfield’s 
chairman,  will  propose  an  ' 
adjournment  -while  Fairey 
goes  ahead  with  its  bid. 

Once  the  bid  goes  through 
Clive  Snowden.  Bnmfield’s 
managing  director,  is .  ex¬ 
pected  to  depart  with  a 
payoff  of  about  £250,000. 
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keen  to  smooth  transference 
procedures  before  1.5  million 
more  households  are  able  to 
shop  around  for  their  gas  in 
February  and  March. 

Ofgas,  under  Clare 
Sppttiswoode.  foe  Direbtor- 
GeneraJ,  said  it  was  frying  to 
iron  out  problems  before  the 
next  rounds  and  was  working 
with  suppliers  on  final  meter 
checks  before  transference. 

Marketing  is  also  likely  to 
feature  in  the  last  major 
strategy  session  before  compe¬ 
tition  is  extended  to  Dorset 
and  foe  former  county  of  Avon 
after  the  controversy  triggered 
by  aggressive  campaigning  by 
a  number  of  companies. 

SwebGas  blames  "the  long 
lines  of  communication  now 
involved"  for  issuing  bills  to 
dozens  of  customers  for  gas 
supplies  stretching  back  over 
eight  months. 

The  customers  were  among 
the  first  tranche  to  switch 
suppliers.  But  amid  a  number 
of  disputes  about  marketing 
tactics  in  which,  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trading  intervened,  foe 
customers  said  they  had  not 
realised  they  were  switching 
contracts  or  did  not  want  to  do 
so  and  asked  to  return  ^to 
British  Gas.  The  few  dozen 
remaining  have  hot  returned 
to  British  Gas. 

British  Gas  has  also  re¬ 
vealed  early  problems  with 
customers  returning  to  the 
fold  because  the  Department 
of  TYade  and  Industry  guide¬ 
lines  said  they  must  return  on 
contract. 

This  stipulation,  now 
changed,  meant  that  custom¬ 
ers  who  had  made  mistakes  in 
the  early  stages  of  competition 
had  to  return  to  British  Gas  on 
new  terms  which  would  bind 
them  to  the  company  for  a 
year.  British  Gas  said  that 
2.000  customers  have  re¬ 
turned.  More  than  84.700,  or 
17  per  cent  of  homes,  have 
moved  to  new  gas  companies 
in  the  South  West. 


.  ABifu  member  spreads  theturion's  message  of  protest  against  the  Lloyds  TSB  policy  on  Christinas  Eve  opening  hours 


Spottiswoode:  problems 


LLOYDS  TSB  managed  to  keep  most  of 
hs:  branches,  open  on  Christinas  Eve 
afternoon  despite  a  call  from  Bifu,  the.'. 
Banking  Insurance  and  finance  Union-  - 
for  its  20,000  members  to  strike  in; 
support  of  the  traditional  early  dosing 
(Gavin  Lumsden  writes). 

However,  widespread  reports  of  lane 
queues  at  cash  dispensers  outride  Lloyds 
TSB  branches,  undermined  the  bank's 
argument  that  its.cusmmers  wanted  a  full . 
banking  service  on  Christmas  Eve.  -  -:- 

Lloyds  TSB  said  that  all  but  74  of  its 
Z500  branches  had  stayed  open  on 
Tuesday  afternoon.  A  Uoyds  TSB 


Lloyds  keeps 
its  doors  open 

spokesman  said:  “The  vast  majority  of 
our  staff  have  supported  our  move  to  be 
seen  to  support  our  customers.  Our 
smaller  business  customers  have  been 
extremely  happy  that  they  were  able  to 
cash  up  in  foe  afternoon.” 

However,  Bifu  insisted  thousands  of  its 
members  had  gone  home  and  that  many 
of  the  branches  had  only  been  kept  open 


by  skeleton  teams,  frequently  bussed  in 
from  elsewhere.  Noel  Howell  a  Bifu 
spokesman,  admitted  that  many 
brandies  had  stayed  open  but  d aimed 
customers  had  not  gone  in.  “People  just 
want  the  dosh  from  foe  cash  machines  to 
get  on  with  the  shopping,"  he  said. 

Ed  Sweeney.  Bifu  general  secretary, 
said:  “The  banks  may  well  want  to  follow 
supermarkets  in  their  drive  to  extend 
opening  hours,  but  they're  also  going  to 
have  to  follow  the  supermarkets  and  take 
on  extra  staff,  renegotiate  working  hours 
and  seek  volunteers  for  sensitive  times 
like  Christmas  and  New  Year." 


Millions  answer  the  call  to  switch 
to  24-hour  banking  by  telephone 


By  Sara  McConnell 


RECORD  numbers  of  bank 
customers  are  expected  to  take 
advantage  of  all-hours  tele¬ 
phone  banking  services  over 
Christmas  and  new  year,  after 
the  busiest  runup  to  foe  season 
in  recent  years. 

Leading  banks  have  collec¬ 
tively  signed  up  millions  of 
customers  to  telephone  bank¬ 
ing  services  over  foe  past  two 
years,  after  initial  doubts  about 
demand.  Over  the  Christmas 
period  customers  have  been 
checking  depleted  balances, 
moving  money  between  ac¬ 
counts  to  ease  Christmas 
cashflow  problems  and  paying 
bills  before  new  ones  arrive  in 
the  new  year. 


in  the  high  street  on  credit  ant 
debit  cards  in  the  days  before 
Christmas.  Barclays  processed 
an  unprecedented  2.9  million 
transactions  on  the  Monday 
before  Christinas,  exceeding 


even  the  2B  million  the  bank 
handled  on  Saturday. 

At  3am  on  Christmas  Eve 
Barclays  dealt  with  seven  card 
transactions  a  second  as 
people  took  advantage  of  all- 
night  supermarket  apraing. 

Cash  points  dispensed 
£2,100  a  second  to  Barclays 
customers  alone  on  Monday, 
with  Thurrock  Lakeside,  the 
Metro  Centre  at  Gateshead, 
Camden  Town  and  Sioane 
Street  topping  the  withdrawal 
diarts.  South  Kensington  Un¬ 
derground  was  in  the  "top  ten" 
for  foe  first  time. 

First  Direct  the  telephone 
banking  arm  of  the  Midland 
and  tlte  longest-established 
telephone  bank,  is  expecting  to 
handle  almost  9,000  calls  to¬ 
day,  nearly  double  the  4,567 
calls  it  received  last  year. 
NatWest  expects  more  than 
9.700  calls  from  customers  to 
its  computerised  Action  Line 


on  New  Year’s  Day  after 
receiving  more  than  3300  on 
Christinas  Day.  Today  it 
expects  about  10.000  calls, 
twice  as  many  as  last  year. 

For  the  first  time  this  year 
the  bank's  Prime  Line  service, 
which  offers  customers  access 
to  their  own  banking  adviser 
over  the  phone,  was  open  over 
the  Christmas  period.  TSB. 
whose  Phonebank  service  also 
operates  24  hours  every  day,  is 
expecting  nearly  double  the 
number  of  last  year’s  calls, 
both  today  and  on  New  Year's 
Day.  Last  year  it  received 
1.800  calls  on  Boxing  Day  and 
3,440  on  New  Year's  Day.  On 
the  morning  of  Christinas 
Day  alone,  Phonebank  re¬ 
ceived  300  calls,  more  than 
double  last  year's  tally. 

Barclays,  which  has  seen  a 
fourfold  increase  in  customers 
signing  up  for  its  Bardaycall 
service,  is  bracing  itself  for 


2,400  calls  on  New  Year's  Day 
and  1.500  today.  Yesterday  it 
had  about  160. 

Lloydsline,  which  like 
Bardaycall  limits  its  opening 
hours,  is  also  expecting  nearly 
double  the  number  of  calls  it 
had  last  year. 

Many  customers  called  to 
wish  staff  Merry  Christmas. 
But  banks  denied  that  those 
who  called  their  bank  over 
Christmas  were  sad  people 
who  could  find  nothing  better 
to  do.  first  Direct  said:  “A  lot 
of  people  are  working  over 
Christmas  and  ring  the  bank 
to  sort  their  money  out  in  a 
quiet  moment." 

Direct  Line  Financial  Ser¬ 
vices.  which  sells  financial 
products  over  the  telephone 
reported  a  rush  of  new  custom 
in  the  run-up  to  Christmas.  A 
total  of  1,000  mortgages  val¬ 
ued  at  £60  million  have  been 
added  to  the  company's  books. 


Cable  industry  turns  into  two-horse  race 


The  cable  industry  is 
imploding.  A  year  ago 
foae  were  20  or  so 
players  of  various  shapes  and 
sizes,  ail  scrambling  to  find  a 
way  forward  in  a  sector  that 
has  done  no  favours  for  either 
shareholders  or  customers. 
Since  then,  foe  industry  has 
turned  into  a  two-horse  race. 

On  foe  inside  lane  is  Cable 
and  Wireless  .Communica¬ 
tions  (CWQ,  the  four-way 
merger  of  Mercury  Commun¬ 
ications  and  .  the  Nynex.  Bell 
CableMedia  and  Videotrot) 
cable  companies. . 

Taking  the  outside  lane  is 
TdeWest  Communications, 
controlled  by  US  West  and 
TeleCommumcations  Inc,  the 
giant  American  phone  and 
media  groups.  TdeWest  will 
lose  its  status  as  foe  largest 
cable  company  when  CWC  is 
fmmally  created  in  foespring- 
A  dozen  or  so  medium-sized 
arid  email  players,  occupy  foe 
back  stretches. 

They  include  International 


Companies  have  to  get  bigger  or  sell  out  because 
of  economies  of  scale,  Eric  Reguly  reports 


CableTd  of  the  US.  Diamond 
Cable,  which  is  controlled  by 
Goldman  Sachs,  and 
Comcast,  owned  by  Warburg 
Pincus.  another  investment 
bank. 

The  consensus  in  the  City  is 
that  most  of  them  wfll  be 
absorbed  by  either  TdeWest 
or  CWC  by  the  end  of  1997. 
Small  cable  companies  have 
little  chance  of  survival 
against  telephony  and  broad¬ 
casting  powerhouses  such  as 
British  Telecom  and  BSkyR, 
the  satellite  broadcaster  40  per 
cent  owned  by  News  Interna¬ 
tional,  owner  of  The  Times. 

KPN,  the  Dutch  telecoms 
and  postal  group,  will  trigger 
foe  next  —  and  probably  last 
—  round  of  consolidation. 
KPN,  through  the  Tetecential 
and  rVS  cable  companies  in 


Britain,  has  access  to  some 
750.000  homes  in  hs  franchise 
areas,  but  has  decided  it  lacks 
foe  bulk  to  become  an  indus- 
fry  force;  TdeWest  by  com¬ 
parison.  has  five  million 
homes  in  its  franchises.  CS 
First  Boston.  KPN’s  invest¬ 
ment  bank,  is  to  send  out  the 
sales  documents  in  the  new 
year. 

Gary  Ames,  chief  executive 
of  US  West’s  international 
operations,  based  in  London, 
said  that  either  US  West  or 
TdeWest  were  potential  buy¬ 
ers  of  KPN’s  cable  assets.  He 
said:  “We  will  have  to  look 
dosdy  at  KPN  and  other 
cable  companies.” 

The  others  indude  French- 
controlled  General  Cable,  one 
of  tiie  first  to  report  operating 
profits. 


TdeWest  and  General  have 
been  rinding  each  other  for 
some  time,  but  they  are  still 
for  apart  on  price.  If  TdeWest 
passes  on  General  there  is  a 
good  chance  that  it  will  go  to 
CWC 

Cable  companies  have  to 
get  bigger  or  sell  out  because 
of  economies  of  scale.  Over¬ 
head  costs  can  be  reduced 
dramatically  when  marketing 
programmes,  promotions  and 
service  centres  deal  with  sev¬ 
eral  franchises  instead  of  just 
one  or  two. 

More  importantly,  buying 
power  for  everything  from 
electronics  gadgds  for  cable 
systems  to  pay-per-view  rights 
increases  proportionately 
with  size. 

The  cable  companies  would 
have  considerable  dout  in 


Hollywood  if  they  had  the 
ability  to  deliver  hundreds  of 
thousands,  or  even  millions, 
or  viewers. 

TdeWest  and  CWC  are 
gambling  that  size  and  buying 
power  will  reverse  their  for 
tunes.  TdeWest  and  the  cable 
companies  within  CWC  are 
stOl  trading  below  their  flota¬ 
tion  prices. 

Analysts  think  that 
TdeWest  and  CWC  may  even 
merge  in  a  year  or  two  to  form 
a  giant  cable  company.  Mr 
Ames  does  not  rule  out  foie 
idea,  although  he  thinks 
TeleWest  is  large  enough  to 
go  it  alone  for  a  while. 

OfteL  the  telecoms  regula¬ 
tor,  probably  would  not  op¬ 
pose  the  idea  of  TeleWest  and 
CWC  coming  together.  It  has 
stated  that  h  wants  market 
forces,  not  its  own  rules,  toad 
as  BTs  regulator. 

That,  however,  will  not 
happen  until  BT  is  confronted 
with  a  competitor  that  can 
scare  it 


Bunzl  sells 
two  paper 
units  to 
Dutch 
for  £61m 

Bunzl.  foe  paper  and  plastics 
group,  is  selling  its  German 
and  Italian  fine  paper  busi¬ 
nesses  to  KNP  BT,  the  Dutch 
group,  for  £61.6  million.  Bunzl 
said  the  two  businesses  were 
achieving  low  margins  while 
foe  group  was  focusing  on 
higher-margin  areas. 

Completion  of  the  disposal 
is  conditional  upon  clearance 
under  EU  merger  control 
regulations  for  which  the  par¬ 
ties  will  make  an  application 
shortly.  The  two  businesses 
sold  are  Wilhelm  Seiler  of 
Germany  and  Bunzl  Italia. 
The  sale  includes  £4  million  in 
external  debts,  which  will  he 
assumed  by  KNP  BT. 

Merck  sues 

Merck  &  Co.  the  pharmaceut¬ 
ical  company,  is  suing  Smrth- 
Kline  Beecham  to  prevent  it 
distributing  a  chickenpox  vac¬ 
cine  in  the  US.  Merck  has 
sued  four  affiliates  of  Smith- 
Kline  claiming  exclusive 
rigfos  to  distribute  the  OKA 
strain  varicella  vaccine  in  the 
US  and  Canada.  It  has  also 
filed  for  damages  in  foe  Dela¬ 
ware  Chancery  Court. 

Merck  says  in  the  court 
papers  that  it  received  exclu¬ 
sive  North  American  rights 
until 2005  to  produce  the  drug. 
But  Merck  claims  that  Smrth- 
Kline  has  told  analysts  that  it 
has  received  approval  from 
die  Food  and  Drug  Adminis¬ 
tration  to  distribute  the  drug 
in  the  US  from  next  year. 

Deals  passed 

Young  Holdings  said  that  the 
open  offer  to  fund  its  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  Madison  Holdings  was 
accepted  by  shareholders  rep¬ 
resenting  56  per  cent  of  the 
company.  Shares  not  taken  up 
have  been  placed  with  institu¬ 
tional  investors.  Optical  Ex¬ 
press  said  H  received  valid 
acceptances  of  its  offer  for 
Sperialeyes  representing  59.02 
per  cent  of  the  company. 

Fleets  merge 

Britain’S  two  biggest  passenger 
ferry  companies.  P&O  and 
Stena.  have  signed  their  agree¬ 
ment  to  mei^e  fleets  on  the  Do¬ 
ver  to  Calais  crossing  to  fight 
competition  from  the  Channel 
Tunnel.  The  proposed 
£400  million  merger  is  foe  sub¬ 
ject  of  an  MMC  inquiry. 

Railfreight  sold 

English  Welsh  and  Scottish 
Railway  has  bought  Rail- 
freight  Distribution,  foe  inter¬ 
national  freight  subsidiary  of 
the  British  Railways  Board. 
No  price  was  disclosed.  Rail- 
freight,  which  operates  ser¬ 
vices  through  the  Channel 
Tunnel,  made  losses  of 
£58.6  million  in  1995-96. 
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Rales  for  small  denomination 
bank  notes  only  as  supplied  by 
Barclays  Bank.  Different  rates 
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as  at  dose  of  tratfing  on  Tuesday. 
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Neural  networking  closes  in  on  the  consumer 


How  predictable  are  you? 
Your  age.  postcode,  daily 
newspaper  and  last  year's 
family  holiday  could  be  ail  an 
insurance  company  needs  to  draw 
up  a  picture  of  your  secret  life. 

The  majority  of  the  big  UK 
composites  are  testing  complex 
computer  systems  to  predict  con¬ 
sumer  behaviour  and  draw  up 
lifestyle  sketches.  Known  as  neural 
networking,  it  is  the  buzz  word  in 
the  insurance  industry.  Its  current 
popularity  is  fuelled  fay  competitive 
pressure  and  falling  premium  rates, 
and  the  need  to  keep  existing 
customers  to  maximise  profit 

margins. 

Insurers  make  very  little  money 
from  attracting  new  business  and 
writing  a  new  risk  —  the  real  profit 
is  to  be  made  from  renewing 
existing  policies  of  those  customers 
considered  a  good  risk.  Most  com- 


Mariaane  Cnrphey  on  a  computer  system  that  aims  to  keep  customers 
faithful  to  their  insurance  companies  in  a  highly  competitive  market 


around,  the  ability  to  predict  those 
who  will  switch  becomes  increas¬ 
ingly  impoiteuL  A  spokeswoman 
for  the  Association  of  British  Insur¬ 
ers  said:  "Insurers  do  not  tend  to 
discuss  the  results  of  neural 
networking  with  ns  because  the 
data  is  so  commercial^  sensitive.” 

(Me  insurer  prepared  to  talk 
about  tire  value  of  neural 
networking  is  Royal  &  Sun  Alli¬ 
ance.  Mandy  Bradley,  who  runs  the 
company's  personal  systems  opera¬ 
tion.  says  one  of  the  applications  of 
neural  networking  is  redndng  tire 
size  or  mailing  fists  for  direct 
mailshots. 

"We  look  at  foe  list  of  people  who 
have  been  mailed  by  RSA.  and  use 
the  system  to  weed  out'  those  from 
whom  we  have  no  hope  of  receiving . 
a  reply.  This  reduces  foe  cost  of  the 
direct  mail  and  bdps  us  to  target  the 
best  group.”  .. 


panies  average  only  a  70-80  per  cent 
retention  rate;  and  aO  foil  victim  to 
’‘churning'’  when  rivals  poach  their 
diems.  The  promise  of  neural 
networking  is  that  by  feeding  in 
many  small  pieces  of  information 
about  each  customer  and  then 
cross-referencing  it  many  times,  the 
computer  will  be  able  to  predict 
which  customer  is  likdy  to  be  the 
most  fickle.  They  can  then  be 
targeted  and  encouraged  to  stay. 

The  computer  software  which 
analyses  this  data  is  a  sophisticated 
version  of  foe  program  that  all 
insurers  use  to  work  out  whether 
you  are  a  good  risk,  based  on  your 
age.  driving  experience  and  no- 
daims  bonus.  The  need  to  retain 


customers  has  become  pressing  as 
the  insurance  industry  has  become 
more  competitive  with  the  arrival  of 
Direct  line;  the  telephone  insurer. 

After  Direct  Line’s  huge  success. 
SO  more  direct  insurers  joined  the 
industry,  all  competing- for  a  finite 
amount  of  business-  In  response  the 
composite  insurers  launched  (heir 
own  direct  operations;  and  motor 
rates,  particularly,  were  forced 
down.  They  have  fallen  25-30  per 
cent  over  foe  past  three  years,  and  a 
report  from  Bacon  &  Woodrow,  foe 
actuary,  predicts  rates  mil  rise  only 
slightly  next  year.  Motor  insurance 
is  the  most  competitive  market 
because  widespread  advertising  by 
direct  insurers  has  convinced  con¬ 


sumers  of  the  need  to  shop  around 
for  the  best  rates. 

Household  insurance  is  a  slightly 
different  story:  mortgage  providers 
have  in  the  past  bandied  bricks  and 
mortar  cover  together  with  contents 
insurance;  and  penalised  tome 
owners  who  went  elsewhere  for 
insurance.  Research  has  shown  also 
that  consumers  fed  a  certain  loyalty 
towards  their  bank  or  building 
society  and  are  more  likdy  to  buy 

insurance  there. 

But  Direct  line  claims  these  rates 
an  uncompetitive,  and  has  calculat¬ 
ed  that  consumers  pay  millions  of 
pounds  in  unnecessarily  high  pre¬ 
miums.  As  the  message  gets 
through  to  consumers  to  shop 


Flotations  mean  that  dream  team 


owes  as  much  to  Footsie  as  footie 


Jason  Nfesg  and 
Alasdair  Murray 
see  how  dubs  on 
the  market  score 
in  financial  terms 


The  gradual  trend  for 
football  dubs  to  float 
has  become  a  rush  in 
recent  months  as  they 
aim  to  cash  in  on  football’s 
new-found  financial  credibility 
and  huge  sums  of  TV  money 
flooding  into  the  game.  The  ex¬ 
tra  money  that  the  dubs  hope 
to  find  hum  the  market  could 
mean  the  difference  between 
fulfilling  dreams  of  European 
success  and  gang  to  the  walL 
The  number  of  teams  with 
either  a  full  or  AIM  quote  is 
sufficient  now  to  field  foe  City* 
very  own  dream  team.  Doubts 
remain  about  the  quality  of  all 
foe  dubs  joining  flic  market 
and  some  of  foe  team's  posit¬ 
ions  need  strengthening.  Bdow 
The  Times  presents  football's 
financial  first  XI. 


L-  Goalkeeper — Sunderland 
Bob  Murray,  the  dour  Wear- 
side  chairman,  has  fended  off 
doubts  about  Sunderland’s  fi¬ 
nancial  future  should  it  be 
relegated  from -foe  Premier¬ 
ship.  He  has  also  shown  a 
financial  dean  sheet  about  the 
building  of  the  new  stadium, 
where  eveything  is  sponsored 
bar  foe  soap  in  foe  players’ 
showers.  Sunderland  is  suscep¬ 
tible  to  a  low  shot  about  its 
controversial  accounting  prac¬ 
tices,  where  player  purchases 
are  not  depredated  until  a  year 
after  the  deal.  And  despite 
Murrays  claims  about  a  mil¬ 
lion  Sunderland  fans,  with 
Newcastle  United  just  six  miles 
away.  Sunderland  dearly  does 
not  command  its  area. 


Karren  Brady  will  become  the  youngest  female  managing  director  of  a  quoted  company  when  Birmingham  City  floats 


7L:  Right  back  —  Loftns  Road 
This  company  is  belter  at 
rugby  —  Wasps  having  a  real 
chance  of  honours  this  season 
—  than  football.  The  Lacklustre 
form  of  QPR  mi  the  field  has 
been  reflected  in  the  share 
price,  and  while  other  football 
stocks  have  been  roaring  away. 
Loftus  Road  has  been  in  neu¬ 
tral.  This  might  change  as  QPR 
strikes  towards  promotion  to 
the  Premiership.  Finding  a 
permanent  chief  executive 
might  also  help  and.  with  a 
strong  property  element,  this  is 
a  good  defensive  share. 


10,000  supporter  shareholders, 
foe  most  for  any  quoted  dub. 
Fergus  McCann,  a  former  mar¬ 
keting  man  for  Pretty  Polly,  has 
also  added  some  City  dass  by 
attracting  Patrick  Sheehy,  the 
former  BAT  chief,  and  Brian 
Quinn.  ex-Bank  of  England,  to 
the  boardroom.  Mr  McCann 
believes  Celtic  is  one  of  only 
four  dubs  in  foe  country  with  a 
national,  rather  than  local, 
franchise.  But  unlike  Manches¬ 
ter  United.  Rangers  and  Liver¬ 
pool.  Celtic  is  a  long  way  from 
proving  its  value  cm  the  fields  of 
Glasgow,  let  alone  Europe. 


the  dub  room  to  develop.  The 
£10  million  valuation  placed  cm 
the  dub  —  £5  million  less  than 
paid  for  Alan  Shearer  alone  — 
could  prove  to  be  a  steal. 


3:  Left  back  —  Celtic 
Celtic  has  proved  a  consistent 
and  reliable  financial  perform¬ 
er  and  is  immensely  popular 
with  the  fans  —  the  dub  has 


4:  Midfield  —  Southampton 
A  surprise  arrival  on  the 
quoted  scene,  the  dub  has 
deverfy  strung  together  a  re¬ 
verse  takeover  —  foe  financial 
equivalent  of  a  U  Tissier 
through  ball  —  that  should  take 
them  on  to  the  market  early 
next  month.  New  captain.  Ru¬ 
pert  Lowe,  admits  to  being  an 
amateur  sportsman  (and  a 
former  West  Ham  fan  to  boot) 
but  is  a  professional  City  man. 
The  absence  of  any  nearby 
Premiership  rivals  should  give 


5:  Centre  half-  Sheffield  Util 
A  strong,  hard-tackling  finan¬ 
cial  team  which  is  best  with  its 
back  to  the  wail  is  trying  to 
return  the  dub  to  its  former 
glory.  It  has  a  questionable 
disriplinaty  record  —  former 
directors  indude  Reg  Breafey. 
of  Tittaghur  Jute,  and  Stephen 
Hinchliffe.  of  Facia  —  and  has 
sport  too  long  in  the  lower 
divisions.  There  isa  big  proper¬ 
ty  play  ai  hand  and  juicy 
incentives  to  return  to  the  top 
flight  It  may  never  be  a  star 
side,  but  if  It  was  OO  in  the  89th 
minute  the  Blades  would  be  foe 
team  to  put  your  money  on. 


like  altitude  are  refreshing  in 
the  frothy  world  of  football 
finance.  But  Sugar's  Spurs  are 
hardly  going  to  set  foe  world  on 
fire.  The  team  may  know  how 
to  defend  a  comer,  and  avoid 
giving  away  late  goals,  but  can 
they  win  the  silverware? 


tr.  Centre  half  —  Tottenham 
Hotspur 

Once  flashy  and  controversial. 
Spurs  has  become,  under  Alan 
Sugar,  the  Arastrad  boss,  a 
boringly  dependable  company 
whose  solid  results,  conserva¬ 
tive  financing  and  workman- 


7:  Midfidd  general  —  Man¬ 
chester  United 

The  Old  Trafford  dub  is  the 
playmaker  of  football  finance. 
Everyone  else  in  the  business  is 
looking  for  its  moves,  be  it  the 
through  ball  to  pay-per-view, 
the  crossfield  pass  on  sponsor¬ 
ship  or  foe  defensive  tackle  to 
use  highy  valued  shares  to 
finance  property  deals.  United 
is  foe  world-class  performer 
and  valued  accordingly,  a  mar¬ 
ket  capitalisation  of  E400  mil¬ 
lion  is  justified  for  one  of  the 
few  truly  global  brands  being 
properly  exploited  by  a  strong 
management  team  under  Mar¬ 
tin  Edwards.  But  does  that 
mean  everyone  else  should 
have  similar  price  tags? 


Hall’S  team  is  out  to  prove  it  is 
bigger  than  its  home  town  by 
forcing  the  council  to  dig  up  a 
public  park  so  the  Toon-  can 
build  a  new  55,000-seat  stadi¬ 
um.  The  dub*  potential  has 
long  been  hidden  by  bad 
management  but  it  now  shows 
signs  of  being  a  true  competitor 
to  Manchester  United.  Matty 
of  its  moves  appear  aggressive, 
and  there  is  a  worry  that, 
despite  spoiding  £60  million 
on  players,  it  has  nothing  in  the 
trophy  cabinet.  A  new  year 
float  wflj  show  a  valuation  as 
astronomical  as  the  £15  million 
paid  for  Alan  Shearer.  And  like 
Shearer*  price  tag.  it  will  take 
a  great  deal  of  living  up  to. 


11:  Winger — CMsea  YiBage 
Chelsea*  owner  is  a  flashy 
performer  whose  shares  have 
doubled  in  value  since  floating' 
on  AIM  tins  year.  Tins  is 
despite  the  death  of  Matthew' 
Harding,  who  as  dqruty  chair¬ 
man  brought  credibility,  and 
an  opaque  shareholding  struc¬ 
ture  Not  only  has  the  identity 
of  Rysaffe.  the  largest  share¬ 
holder,  never  beat  revealed, 
but  there  is  a  new  investor 
whose  identity  is  not  even 
known  to  Chelsea*  company 
secretary.  The  company  is  val¬ 
ued  at  ten  times  its  1995-96 
turnover  despite  reporting  a 
loss  of  £2.95  million.  Great 
hopes  are  pinned  on  the  rede- 
veiopmeni  of  the  Stamford 
Bridge  stadium,  but  would  you 
stay  in  a  hotel  there?  This  is  the 
classic  flatter-to-decerve  dyb. 


8:  Striker—  Newcastle  United 
Expensive  and  flashy.  Sir  John 


9.  Striker—  Birmingham  City 
Rescue  from  the  obscurity  of 
the  lower  divisions  has  not 
proved  cheap.  Birmingham 
has  acquired  something  of  a 
prima  donna  reputation  with 
David  Sullivan,  the  chairman 
who  has  pul  £7  million  into  the 
dub.  repeatedly  threatening  to 
sell  out  when  faced  with  nega¬ 
tive  press  criticism  or  opposi¬ 
tion  from  the  dry  council.  Mott 


On  the  bench: 

West  Ham  is  talking  float. 
Everton  and  Aston  Villa  are 
thinking  float  and  Arsenal, 
everyone*  favourite  to  join  the 
market,  has  seen  its  shares  rise 
from  £800  to  £4A50  this  year— 
so  does  it  need  a  float?  West 
Bronx  is  slipping,  hardly  no¬ 
ticed.  on  to  Aim  to  join  the 
minnow*  minnow,  Preston 
North  End.  while  shares  in 
Miliwall  —  nice  stadium, 
shame  about  the  dub  —  show 
what  can  happen  if  a  quoted 
ream  is  relegated  and  cannot 
pull  itself  around  —  even  with 
die  skills  of  advertising  guru 
Peter  Mead  behind  foe  dub. 


WORD-WATMilHG 


Answers  from  page  3/ 

LATOMY 

(a)  A  stone  quarry,  specifically  of  those  at  Syracuse.  From  the 
Greek  Idas .  Ids  a  stone  *  -tomla  cutting.  ‘Were  these  embassies 
mere  child's  pi ay.  or  were  (here  Thnofams  concealed  in  the 
bfonrieST’ 

METASTASIS 

(b)  In  rhetoric  a  rapid  transition  from  one  point  to  another. 
Late  Latin  from  the  Greek  metastasis  removal,  change,  the  noon 
from  methistdnai  to  remove.  “Metastasis  or  Transition,  or  the 
Hitting  figure  when  In  brief  wonts  we  pass  from  one  tiling  to 
another." 


THE  TIMES 


CITY  DIARY 


Bubbling  over 
with  success 


MOSUNGS 


fa  Morsels  or  small  bits  and  pieces,  perhaps  (he  diminutive  of 
mossels.  a  vulgar  form  of  morsels.  "Moslings  arc  the  thin  shreds 
or_  scrapings  of  leather  shaved  off  by  the  carrier  in  dressing 
skins.  They  are  used  in  wiping  off  mebb  while  grinding  and 


polishing.” 

LAUDIAN 

fa  Ofc  pertaining  to.  or  characteristic  of  William  Land. 
Archbishop  of  Cantcrtmiy  1633-45,  loyal  supporter  of  Charles  I 
and  opponent  of  Puritans  and  other  religioas  zealots.  His 
attempt  to  impose  the  Prayer  Book  on  the  Scots  precipitated  the 
Ctvfl  War.  So  he  tost  his  head  in  the  Toner.  "The  laudian  dergy 
regarded  Sunday  simply  as  one  of  the  holidays  of  the  church.” 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1 ...  Rel*!  2  Rrol  Qd4*l  3  Qxd4  dxelQ  checkmate 


Pnoe*  sncfofe  dds*nr  to  EU  atmmen  &W  cl  the  vmrid  add  U  pet  rant.  Swd  SAE  fcr 
farther  ifetaik.  StetoR/US  Dtafiar  deque  on]*  (il-USJ  lift  TIMES  CROSSWORDS:  - 
BOedu  HUU3  E425cWL  11k  Tbiet  Crete- Book  ^  (Z«3  punted  IMS.  Aim  llw  Tran 
9*  *“*  IW*  M.TS.  Cnmwl  Mvcrt  Dfcrfmr?  ULV5  (UK  oatfy  HEW:  The  RrV 
Omndan  Book  of  The  Sunday  Time*  Oowmik  The  2nd  omnffits  bm*  □)  The  Tons 
GmssweRb.  The  ThW  BmkdTheTimcs  Jumbo  QimwonU  iCnrhC  EUSuh.  TbeTnea 


Craswcnb.  The  ThW  Book  cfTheTnqcs  Jumbo  Ovemmb  iCnrrid  I5L25  cadi.  TheTnei 
Mftaghymrais 

TIMES  COMPUTER  CROS5WORPS  ty  Daw!  Ahmhad  —  Cmrawnlv  on  Ogiinuiec  U 
tUduax  pna  00  amamh  cadi,  te/inm  hdHty  and  optnal  HELP  fcvdsj.  inrfMfr* 
Tim  Crawwordc  (1$  •  Unratvi  I  A  212  »  JJ.-rtelte.CoptefflTtoTtasJWoO 
-Tbr  fna  -fatter  Edhtoa  nOM7  (R.  (Bradtes  dome  number  at do&ttai 
Prices  per  litfe/dbkeae  I  2  AddrUoial  dufa 

IBM  MS-DOS  an!  Acsn  WS-Os  OO.Z5  IMVU  tSeaeh  (Vsx-umft 

NEW  Windows  nrriot  far  IBM  PC»  £1500  L22.CH  Ueadi  UmrVAT) 

Sod  dicqua  wnh  carter  [»)abfc  to  Aim  LM.  Si  Manor  Lane.  Lmdot.  5E13  5QW  Td  0181- 
EMSTSC-ftn).  No  acdH  aids.  Ddnen  to  S  days 


A  DOUBLE  for  Doug  EUis. 
one  of  the  owners  of  Aston 
Manor  Brewery  and  chair¬ 
man  of  Aston  Vflla  Football 
Club.  Aston  won  its  case 
against  Cadbury  Schweppes 
last  Friday,  then  Villa  went  on 
to  annihilate  Wimbledon  50 
at  tiie  weekend. 

In  a  David  v  Goliath  case. 
Schweppes  claimed  that 
Aston*  Malvern  Springs  Still 
Natural  Spring  Water 
sounded  uncannily  like  its 
own  besf-sdiing  brand.  Mal¬ 
vern  Mineral  Water. 

Then  it  was  discovered  that 
the  barrister  for  Schweppes 
also  worked  for  Hereford  & 
Worcester  County  CoondL 
The  judge  ruled  that  the 
council  had  placed  itself  in  3 
position  where  it  bad  allied 
itself  so  closely  with 
Schweppes  that  it  was  unable 
to  exercise  its  duties  as  prose¬ 
cutor.  The  council  was 


EUis:  victory  celebrations 


Christmas,  or  gave  huge  hints 
as  to  wtwt  presents  they 
preferred,  according  to  a  sur¬ 
vey  .  conducted  by  tbe  mafl. 
Out  of  a  record  number  of 
650,000  shoppers  a  week  who 
visit  Lakeside  daring  tbe 
Christmas  shopping  period, 
who  each  spend  around  £130 
on  average,  this  is  a  sorry 
statistic  But  is  it  really  sur¬ 
prising  when  you  discover 
that  Sony  Playstations  and 
Rovers  Return  Teapots  a  la 
Coronation  Street  were 
among  the  most  popular 
presents  purchased. 


eagues  smoke,”  rt  reads.  Not 
to  be  beaten,  tbe  fag-busters 
have  issued  a  contact  number 
for  those  in  need  of  a  sign 
saying  ^Keep  Door  Closed”. 


GHT  callers  kept  on  hold, 
waiting  for  Green  Flag  Nat¬ 
ional  Breakdown  to  answer 
the  pkone.  are  serenaded  by 
Martha  and  the  Vanddlas. 
The  title  of  the  poignant 
piece?  Rescue  Me. 


paid  Company.  Radio  4  (FM),  Noon. 

Presenter  Simon  Paries,  has  a  sensitive,  capsular  way  of  defining- 

relationships.  “The  last  poignant  flutter  of  Edwardian  manners^  is. 
how  he  sains  up  the  linkhetween  the  dowager  Viscountess  Scaredaie. 
and  Nancy  Cammidge.  Her  ladyship,  widow  and  nonagenarian,, 
lives  on  her  son*  estate  at  Banbury.  Oxfordshire.  Nancy  Canurudge 
is  her  housekeeper,  cook,  secretary  ami  chauffeur  fHome,  James,: 
and  don’t  sparethe  horses!”  is  Lady  Scantiale*  jocular way  of telling* 
ber  tfiat  yet  another  shopping  trip  is  over). They  have  never  bad  a  row 
or  even  a  cross  word.  Lady.  Scaisdale*  motto  is:  “Life's  top  short  to* 
stuff  a  mushroom”.  Nancy  Cammidge  would,  m  any  case,  have  been 
foe  one  to  do  the  stuffing.  ' 


A Wizard  of  Earthsea.  Radio  4\ 2JX)pm. 

Having  made  such  a  terrific  job  of  adapting  the  first  novel  in  Ursula; 
LeGum*£drtftsea  trilogy;  1  don’t  see  bow  Bert  Coules  could  ewape 
being  arfrpr!  to  dramatise  foe  other  two.  If  that  should  happen.  Janet, 
Whitaker  wont  have  any  option  blit  to  return  to  the  director*  seal  A 
Wizard  of  Earthsea  is  a  radio  spectacle  mi  a  grand  scale,fuh  of  sound 
and  fmy  signifying  nothing  less  than  the  odyssey  of  a  wizard,  played' 
by  Michael  Maloney,  to  destroy  an  evn  shadow  that  He  has 
unwittingly  launched  on  a  mythological  world.  David  Chilton*  and- 
Nick  -RussellrPavier*  music  dulls  the  blond.  Judi  Dench  is  foe 
Storyteller.  Peter  Darvafle 


WORLD  SERVICE 


month*  float  should  add  stabil¬ 
ity,  and  Karren  Bradjy,  who 
will  be  the  youngest  female 
MD  of  a  quoted  company,  adds 
much- needed  glamour.  But 
£25  million  is  a  for  to  pay  for  a 
dub  that  remains  untested  in 
the  Premiership. 


llJXtoit  Stron  Mayo,  ndudos  suprtae 
guest  11.30  Gaoga  Michael  in  Conoart 
Sknon  Mayo  presents  an  endusiwe 
performance  recanted  eerter  this  year 
IjOOpre  Chafe  Jordan  XDO  (fee 
Paarce'6j00  Berfeg  Session  Rewind . 
SJ)0  star  RsvfeHr  Shfetey  Manson,  the 
tead  singer  or  Garbage  KLOO  bT  Concert 
Classic:  Bkr  12.00  May  Anne  Hobbs 
flUOm  Cfee  Warren,  wifi  the  Eariy 
BrfeWast  ShDMr 


10:  Winger  —  Caspian 
irrds  United  was  a  bargain 
basement  purchase  —  £16  mil- 
Uon  for  a  dub  with  average 

Cof  30.000  when  Sunder- 
with  a  third  less  atten¬ 
dance.  is  valued  at  more  than 
£60  million.  Although  Chris 
Akers,  of  Caspian,  presents 
himself  as  a  visionary  in  the 
sports  media  world,  no  one 
appears  to  be  getting  on  the  end 
of  his  ambitious  passes.  Leeds 
rugby  league  dub  chose  a  rival 
owner,  plans  to  build  an  indoor 
arena  next  door  ©  Elland  Road 
have  yet  to  bear  fruit  and  the 
signing  of  George  Graham  as 
manager  brought  the  sort  of 
football  to  encourage  fans  to  go 
Christmas  shopping.  Plans  to 
buy  an  ice  hockey  team  or 
tempt  Bradford  Bulls.  tbe  rug¬ 
by  superleague  ode.  into  the 
fold  are  also  doubtful.  Tbe 
team  must  sane  soon  or  face  a 
spdl  in  tbe  reserves. 


ejtoma  Aloe  Lester  BjOO  Wake  ip  to 
Wogan,  IOuOQ  Ken  Bruce  1.00  Christ¬ 
mas  Comedy  CtesstestaopiR  Sounds 
like  Disney  X0O  Steve  Wright  SJOO 
Christmas  an  Broadway  7j00  My  Mam¬ 
my  and  Me.  A  stt-com  by  Catty 
MacPhaiL  WSttt  Been  McCadun,  Jake 
DVWcy  and  Kate  Darvwly  7*0  David 
Alan  BJ»  Paul  Janes  IfLOO  Meric 
Knopfler  1030  VMage  Christmas  the 
Bua  Carbuncle  11J»  Bob  Harris 
1_00am  Patrick  Lunt  &jOO  Mo  Dutta  . 


AS  tows  toGKT.  News  on  hour. 

&30m  Europe  Today  &30  Europe 
Today  7.15  OK  Bn  Shed  7-30  Network 
UK  8.10  Words  otFstfh  8.15  Composer 
&4S  Health  Mattere  845  Business  9.15 
Spcvte  btemalional  9l4S  Sport  1040 
BBC  Engfish  1045  OK  the  She*  11  JO 
Mantel  On  Screen  1205pni  Business 

12.15  Britain  Today  12-30  Assignment 
2ns  ousook2JOMuitareckao5  sport  ■■  t 

3.15  From  Our  Own  Correspondent 
330  Network  UK  4.1 5  Worid  Today  4^0 
BBC  BngSsh  4.45  Britan  Today  5L30  , . 
Buttress  545  Sport  030  Assignment'  ' 
7.01  Outlook  7.25  Wads  o t  Faith  720 
John  peat  flLOS  Business  9.15  Britain 
TotteyOaOMarkSan  Bodes  1020 World 
Today  1045  Sport  11.10  Taira  Five  ; 

11.15  Record  Process  1120  The  Ed  -  ■ 
Stewart  Show  1220m  Good  Books.. 
1Z45  Britain  Today  120  Outlook  125  . 
Wads  of  Faith  220  Pick  of  the  Worid  ■ 

3.15  Sport  320  Focus  on  Faith  420 
Europe  Today 


CLASSIC  FM 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


520m  Morning  Reports,  includes^ 

SL45  Mate  Up  to  Monty  &05  Christmas 

Oiiz  720  the  Breakfast  noganms 
9.05  Hong  Kong  at  Christmas  1125 
Never  Waft  Alone  (35)  1120  Sport  on 
Rve  520  The  ThusdSy  Match  Shaffleld 
Wsdhasdty  vArsanai,  Manchester  Ctty 
v  Port  Vaie  and  Aberdeen  vCettlcKLOS 
Otf  Pteto  IIjOS  Weathar  Repots  1125 
Talas  ot  lha  Tlrf  12JBm  Alter  Hours: 
Early  Crf.  wtth  Wncent  Hanna  2j05  Up 
AS  MghL  wth  Rhod  Sharp 


TALK  RADIO 


720  Mbs  Reed  on  Boring  Day  uujo 
The  LlEfeer  Sda  of  Christmas  1240  A 
Christmas  Ouaslion  of  Classics  IjOOpn 
Aten  MarmaOO  .lark  and  thaBeanstat 
wflh  Joanna  Lanltyfnd  Oamy  DeVBO 
440  Jamie  Crick  7J00  Stanley  Glassor’s 
A-2  of  Christmas  &00  Boring  Day 
Evening  Concert  Handel  (let  the  Bright 
Seraphim...);  Bruoe  Saylor  (Star  at 
Wonder);  Responsory  (labobe  omnium 
aaciJoram);  ScarWtl  (Cantata  lor  solo  , 
voice  and  trumpet);  BactySomod  (Awe ' 
Maria);  Tchattcovsky  (Adieu  Forets;  1812 
Overture,  Op  49);  TmdMonal  {American  ;• 
Songs  tor  Chri^mas)  HUM  Mtehael  . 
Mappin  ijOOam  Sally  Paterson 


SJOtfam  Chris  Ashley  end  Sandy  Warr 
7jOO  Paul  Ross  9J00  Scott  CHshoIrn 
1200  PhflSp  Hodson  2.00pm  Tommy 
Boyd  4JM  Peter  Deelty  7.00  Sports. 
Zona  IOjOO  James  Whale  1  Man  tan 
Cofan 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


&OOan  Jeremy  Clark  HUM  Graham  * 
Dene  2j00pm  Lynn  Paraons  Bin  PaJ  -•  ^ 
Coyte  (FM)/ Robin  Barks  (AM)  ItLOO  > 
HoM«d  Psaroe  2J)0m  John  H^per 


6J00m  On  Mr.  Indudes 

Schumann  (Symphony  No  1 
In  B  fiat  (Spring);  Daqisn 
(Noels  VU  arid  VID  (Nouveau 
_  .' :  Uvre-de  Nods);  Strauss 


Schumarvr  (Overture 
(ktontred);  Haydn  (Mass  in  G. 
kfesaSancti  Nlcotaft 
9.00  Morning  CoHectfon.  - 
.  Beethoven  (Overture  (Zur 
Namansfever):  Mendatssabn 
(Sec  Songs  wfthaut  Wbrds;  Op 
re  Bk  7);  Wefeen  (Vioto 
Concorto) 

1  (LOO  Musical  Encounter*,  WBh 
WteryMBerMcConndl 
(Fermanagh  Creves);  Ravel 


n  and  Alegro); 
vtoet  Concerto  in 
BRsA;  Grieg  (How  Fair  Thou 
Art,  Op  74  No  1\;  Bach,  air 
North  (Sute  to  G.  BWV1 009); 
Massenet  (nano  Concerto) 
12X0  Cenwosor  of  the  Week: 
Tctaakovslqr 

1  J»pm  Open Kfatfnte:  Fidelia, 

by  Beethoven.  Leonore 
rescues  her  husband 
Ftarastan  from  unjust 
imprisonment  by  the 
tyrannical  Don  Pfearro  alter 
efisc^jteing  heraeH  as  a  young 
mart  WWi  Ben  Heppner, 
tenor.  Cheryl  Sluder,  soprano. 
Bene  Pape,  bass.  Ruth 
Sesrit  soprano.  Vienna  State 
Opera  Chaus  and 
Riihannonic  aider  Georg 
Solti 

030  Bath  Mozartfost  1995. 
Antony  Fay,  darinei.  Ian 
Brawn,  piano,  the  Na9h 
Ensemble.  Mozart  fFrio  In  E 
M.K49B,  Kegeistatt;  Piano 
Quartet  in  G  mkxx.  K47S): 
Brahms  (Clarinet  Quints  in  B 


5.15  The  Ufa  and  Ttanra  of  the 
Symphony.  Pari  Banks  and  . 
Robert  Layton  discuss  the 
dWerences  between  Mahler 
•'  aod  StbeCus's  v«rtcs  (4/S)  . 

^  SAS  Dtfllbd  Itastera.  includes 

Rachmaninov  pegy  in  E  nat  , 
irrimr.  Op  3  No  1;  Melody  in 
E,  Op  3  No  3;  FoDca  ot  VR; 

Lflacs,  Op  21  No  SI; 

Schubert,  arr  Rachmaninov 
(Wohai?  Die  Schdne  Muflerin); 

.  Krafater.  arr  Rachmaninov 

Suto^eto^arcaroHe  In  6 
minor,  Op  50  No  3); 

Tchaikorisy  (November,  The  , 
Seasons) 

7.30.  Chamber  Mtnic  from 
-  Manchester.  New  London 
.  Consort,  CathertTe  Bott. 

Helen  Parker,  Salty  Bruce- 
Payne.  Andrew  King,  Alistair 
HamUton  and  Simcjn  Grant, 

.  singers.  Pavto  Beznosiuk, 
fiddle,  Tom  Rnucane.  lute, 
Siepten  Henderson, 
percussion,  Philip  Rckett,  »  - 
recorder  and  director 
9-25  By  Woody  Allen:  The 
Lunatic's  Tate.  The  dark 
story  of  a  New  York  doctor 
tom  between  the  deSghte  o» 
two  contrasting  women  (4/5) 
10.00  Music  Restored. 

Performance  by  the  Rose 
Consort  of  Vote  and 


Catherine 


10-45  Hi*  Shellac 


King,  meZ2 
lac  Shaw.  I 


works  by  Badi,  Boyce. 
Milhaud  and  MehU 
11-30  Composers  of  the  Week: 
Ernest  Chauason  and  Henri 
_  Duparc(r) 

12L30am  Jazz  Notes.  Digby 

Fakweather  introduces  Duka 
EBngton’s  1957  version  of  the 
Nutcracker  Sum 
1 J30  Thrau^t  the  (tight 


5.00  Music 


Missing  words 


ordered  to  pa>-  Aston  costs  of 
more  than  £100,000. 


Smoke  without  ire 


Present  imperfect 


DISHEARTENING  news 
from  Lakeside  Shopping 
Centre,  foe  largest  of  its  kind 
in  the  South  of  England.  As 
many  as  TO  per  cent  of  women 
either  disliked  what  their 
partners  bought  than  for 


ANOTHER  gem  from  foe 
second  issue  of  the  Treasury* 
Accommodation  and  Security 
Team  newsletter.  It  appears 
that  those  naughty  manda¬ 
rins  stubbornly  refuse  to  {day 
by  the  rules.  “Doors  to  foe 
designated  smoking  rooms 
should  be  kept  shut  at  aO 
times  —  as  should  corridor 
doors  to  offices  in  which  coll- 


WHERE  were  those  hard¬ 
ened  hacks,  those  veteran 
hounds  from  the  news  agen¬ 
cies  when  foebiggest  business 
story  of  the  preChristmas 
week  drew  to  a  conclusion? 
On  Monday  night  tbe  Take¬ 
over  Panel  rejected  Nor¬ 
thern's  defence  appeal,  push¬ 
ing  it  into  the  hands  of  CE 
Electric;  But  both  Reuters  and 
PA  News  stayed  silent  for 
more  than  an  hour. 


a-55  snapping  (twi  6J»  News 
6.10  Fanreng  625  Prayer 
BJO  Uvfog  World  7to0  Today 
SLOO  News  (FM) 

9.00  Tre*  latch  Spoctel  (LW): 
Zimbabwe  v  England.  Uve 
commartaiyfrom  Harare 
9.05  A  Bnreb  wttb  Btcostcr  (FM). 
A  report  on  the  issues 
sunouTKflng  foe  hunting,  as 
the  Bicester  Hunt  agree  to  be 
awed  tar  sound 

MSSpflo'iRwi.KnMBd 

ItkOO  Too  Amherst  Myth  (FM). 
SromAirniagB  investigates 
foe  secret  Be  of  Bridy 
CScWnson  (r) 

1000  Dady  BtrvicB  (LW) 

10.15  On  This  Day  (LW) 

10J0  Derek  Cooper's  Noeusoiy 
Ptowuroa  (FM).  The  best 
way  to  eal  si  eel 
1030  Tot  Match  Special  (LW) 
11-00  Park  Banch  and  Co 

1230  Paid  Con^am-.ihe  Lady’s 
Companion.  See  Choice 
1235  Wortsy  Wise  12J5  Weafodr 

130  Ttw  World  a*  Om,  with  Nick 
dartre 

137  Tost  Match  Special  (LW) 
1.40  lb*  Archers  (FM)  (i)  1 JSS 
Shipping 

230  A  Wizard  of  Earthsea.  See 
Choice 

4.00  New*;  The  Waltons:  A 
SlipwJor  Soap.  Dflly  Bartow 
vistts  foe  town  of  Schuiyar  in 
foe  Blue  Ridge  Mountwto  of 
VirgWa  to  meet  foe  real 
Walton  dan  (r) 

C45  Short  Ston:  Aanpole  aid 

tbe  Widow  Twrinkay.tor 
Jofai  Mortimer 

W0EShWns5JS 


6jOO  Six  OCfocfc  News  . 

6.1  S  Litter  from  Over  Here. 
Raymond  Sefiz,  (he  tormer 
American  ambassador  lo 
London,  reflects  on  the 
importance  of  national 


6^0  Tbe  mnw  York  Stand-Up 
Comedy  Show;  My 
Comedy  Career.  A  skat  oi 


Comedy  Career.  A  slat  on 
are  o(  the  late-night  network 
TV  shows  ia  a  holy  grail  tp 


Joy  Ber&  discusses  the 
power  of  TV  wtth  the  king  of 
late-night  chat  Jay  Leno 
1-52  £*?»  7 JJ5  The  Archers 
7 30  Daring  to  be  the  Dene.  A 
report  on  how  hfchaei 
Maloney  prepares  to  play 
Hamtot 

AtiO  Tate*  team  the  Organ  Loft, 
^Jeremy  Summerly 
B45  My  Granny**  Larder, 

Rfeena.  A  light  -hearted  look 
a  m  convenience  foods . 
9JW  Jtoumm  to  Imaginary 

Deianey  goes 

|n  rearch  of  (he  imadnary 
fentiscape  ol  BeBa  \feta.  a 
sensual  worid  cre^ad  by  the 
■  French  novefiu  Colette 
9 .30  (Uaddosoopa  Fntura  Tim 
“anew  examines  the  status 
„  M  of  fo?  artist's  studio 

ItkOO  Tho  Worid  Tonjgw  with 
Harris 


11  J»  Btear  MedMne,  fay  Sara 
Paretsky  (2/B) 

11-30  AU  About  Eve.  Women  talk 
™iout  the  women  who  inspire  ■ 
them 

12xw  1ZJ0 'n»  Late  Book: 

arHemyatHawHnson 


Morag  Preston 


BEQWICY  GUIDE.  RADIO  1.  FM  97  a.oq  o  ns  run  .  •*« 

902.  RADIO  3.  FM  90i«.4.  RADIO  ™  8a0' 

720  RADIO  S  LIVE.  UW  893  BMWraiin  92.4D4B;  LW  198; 

105^  MW  1  WTTiaiOTSK  MtO^Mw^rS  ?JS^L"22®-  r 
radio  Bsttage  compiled  by  P«fa  rw  ^  JpW-Tetevhlon  and;  •' 
Smith,  Susan  Thomson,  Gregory  ’ml?  * 


V;  * 
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Rudolph  had  no  distinguish¬ 
ing  marks  until  he  went  to  . 
Santa  Claus  asking  for  a  48- 
hour-year  and  scone  proper  work 
experience.  Santa;  being  an  en¬ 
lightened  employer,  told  Rudolph 
that  he  could  take  over  some  of  die 
Christmas  deliveries.  The  other 
reindeer  were  jealous'  the  following 
Christmas  as  Rudolph  detached 

hrmself  from  the  sled  team,  hooked 
a  sack  to  ah  antler  and  descended 
into  the  East  End  of  London. 

He  found  Albert-  -Square  and 
spirited  himself  inside  the  Queen 
Vic.  An  hour  later  Santa  and  the 
other  reindeer  were  alarmed  to  see 
a  red  glow  in  the  sky .  heading  their 
way.  It  was  Rudolph;  the  glow  was 
from  a  Woody  nose.  Santa  knew 
about  Albert  Square,  because  there 
was  no  avoiding  EastEnders 
(BBC1)  even  in  Lapland.  But  Santa 
thought  that  not  even  the  Queen 
Vic  could  be  a  battlefield  cm 
Christmas  Day. 

Rudolph  .recounted  a  horror 


story  of  feuding  brothers,  feuding 
.sisters,  feuding  parents  and  people 
with  awful  diseases.  And  the  noise.1 
People  shouted  at  each  other 
incessantly  arid  doors  were  never 
dosed  if  they  could  be  slammed 
(one  had  done  for  Rudolph's 
nostrils).  Santa  said- that  Albert 
Square  was  an  awful  place  and  in 
future  he  would  boycott  it 
Him  and  me  both.  In  its  early 
days.  1  joined  the  general  approval 
for  EastEnders:  good  writing, 
good  acting  and  tight  plot  develop¬ 
ment.  Thai  still  applies,  but  it  isn't 
enough.  It  especially  isn’t  enough 
at  830  on  Chrislmas  night,.  when 
more  children  than,  usual  are  in 
front  of  the  television.  If  there  is  a 
decline  in  moral  values,  in  this 
country,  and  if  h  is  in  any  way 
connected  to  television  (I  stress 
those  ife),  then  the  blame  does  not 
lie  with  mature  explorations  of 
crime  and  sexuality  transmitted  at 
sensible  times.  No,  it  lies  with  the 
constant  drip-drip  of  appalling 


behaviour  bogusly  promulgated 
as  ."real  life”  in,  especially, 
EastEnders. 

Last  night  the  assorted  loose 

-  family  units  in  the  show  “celebrat¬ 
ed”  Christmas  Day.  In  half  an 
hour,  BiSy  the  little  boy  went 
missing,  there  was  a  drunken  row 
between  the  Mitchell  brothers. 
Tiffany  Mitchell  walked  out  of  the 
family  lunch,  Peggy  Mitchell  an¬ 
nounced  that  she  had  cancer  and 
an  adulterous  affair  was  launched. 
This  is  real  life  the  way  what  we 

-  hear  in  lifts  is  real  music.  This  is 
an  insult  perpetrated  by  the  mid¬ 
dle-class  producers  of  EastEnders 
on  the  woriting-dass  people  who 
mostly  watch  it.  It  is  an  absurd 
distortion  of  reality:  grim,  grace¬ 
less  and  malevolent 

Several  years  ago  two  very 
“Senior  BBC  executives  said  to  me 
privately  that  they  despaired  of 
EastEnders.  “Why  does  nobody 
ever  smile?"  one  of  them  said.  The 
answer  is  that  EastEnders  is  a  law 


Peter 

Barnard 


unto  itself.  No  doubt  you  and  I 
would  daim  to  be  sophisticated 
enough  to  see  through  this  dismal 
nonsense,  but  a  high  percentage  of 
the  vast  audience  watching  were 
bong  invited  to  believe  that  the 
behaviour  of  people  in  EastEnders 
is  normal,  acceptable,  even  desir¬ 
able.  The  real  Christmas  message 
had  no  outlet  in  peak  time  last 
night  so  getting  on  for  20  million 
people  were  left  with  The  Gospel 


According  to  EastEnders.  Isn't 
that  just  a  tad  worrying? 

The  mainstream  Christmas 
nigin  fere  was  the  mix  as  usual 
and  the  BBC  will  win  the  ratings 
battle,  again  as  usual,  because  this 
has  become  a  phoney  wan  ITV 
spends  its  programme  money 
when  the  big  advertisers  will  sub¬ 
sidise  it,  not  on  nights  like  this.  So 
Jurassic  Park,  EastEnders,  Only 
Fools  and  Horses  and  The  Vicar  cf 
Dibley  were  certain  winners  for 
BBC!  up  against  Coronation 
Street,  Des  O'Connor  and  The 
Remains  of  the  Day. 

But  by  far  the  best  thing  an  the 
box  last  night  was  Saint-Ex 
(BBC2),  a  film  made  for  the 
Bookmark  team.  It  is  the  story  of 
Antoine  de  Saint-Exupdry.  whose 
aircraft  disappeared  over  the  Med¬ 
iterranean  in  July  19©  —  neither 
wreckage  nor  tody  was  found. 
Saint-Exup6ry  was  a  pioneer  avia¬ 
tor  and  writer,  his  most  famous 
work  being  The  Little  Prince.  He 


also  had  a  tortured  life,  haunted  by 
the  death  in  infancy  of  his  brother. 

Hie  film  is  exquisite.  It  moulds 
flashback,  black  and  white  se¬ 
quences  used  to  interview  real 
people  and  colour  used  for  the 
main,  fictionalised,  stray  into  a 
seamless  mosaic  which  is  a  delight 
for  the  eye.  The  lighting  is  superb, 
with  light  and  shade  utilised  in 
ways  reminiscent  of  a  photograph 
by  Karsh  of  Ottawa,  None  of 
which  overwhelms  excellent  per¬ 
formances  by  Bruno  Ganz  as 
Saint-Exuptry  and  Miranda  Rich¬ 
ardson  as  Cansuelo  Carrillo,  the 
love  cf  his  life. 

But  Christmas  television  really 
defines  itself  by  the  strength  of  its 
films  and  comedy  and  in  the 
second  category  die  BBC  had 
several  winners,  including  The 
Vicar  of  Dibley  (BBC1).  Usually 
“Christmas  specials"  induce 
groans,  because  they  tend  to  be 
overlong.  But  Dibley  disciplined 
itself  to  45  minutes  and  the  cast 


wasted  none  of  the  excellent  lines 
written  by  Richard  Curtis  and 
Paul  Mayhew  Archer. 

Their  script  centred  on  Geral¬ 
dine  Grainger’s  (Dawn  French) 
attempt  to  satisfy  parishioners  by 
rating  three  Christmas  lunches 
but  the  show's  real  strength  is  in 
good  dialogue  delivered  with  as¬ 
sured  touch.  French  is  a  fine 
comedy  actress  and  she  is  in  good 
company.  Emma  Chambers  as 
Alice,  the  daft  verger,  is  becoming 
one  of  the  great  supporting  roles  in 
television  comedy:  we  learnt  last 
night  that  Alice  has  lived  her  life  so 
far  believing  that  Jesus  was  bom 
in  Dunstable,  a  childhood  mis¬ 
hearing  of  “in  a  stable”. 

Real  vicars  are  said  to  enjoy 
Dibley  and  one  can  see  why.  It  is 
irreverent  but  never  sacrilegious,  it 
mocks  the  human  foibles  of  the 
Church  but  not  its  underlying 
values.  This  is  a  clever  trick 
requiring  clever  writers.  Next 
year.  Rudolph,  try  Dibley. 
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6.00  am  JOE  90  (7277336)  &25  Santa  and 
the  Tooth  Fairies  (7289171)  &50  Noddy 
(851 7713)  750  Play-days  (1806442)  7 AO 
Christopher  and  the  Christmas  Tree 
*  (5464084)  850  Christmas  Time  (1T171) 
&30  Litfie  Mouse  on  the  Prairie  (6588355) 
855  Romd  the  ,  Twist  (6567862)  920. 
FBntstones  Christmas  Carol  (8882539) 
10.10  FILM:  An  American  Taft:  Havel  Goes 
West  (1991)  Cartoon  ,  sequel  about  an 
Immigrant  mouse  family  (T)  (4681133) 
11.20  LYDDIE  Period  drama  'about  a  girt 
growing  up  in  Canada  during  the  new 
Industrial  age  (8639859) 

12J50  pm  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (30212404) 
12J8  REGIONAL  NEWS  (35350881)  ■ 

1.00  NEIGHBOURS  (T)  (58757065) 

1.20  JUST  WILLIAM  First  of  tfwee  (2amas 
with  Ofiviar  Rokison  as  the  mischievous 
schoolboy  (I)  (30890539) 

150  FILM:  Never  Say  Never  Again  (1983) 
Sean  Connery  as  James  ■  Bond, 
attempting  to  prevent  an  egoceriric 
criminal  mastermind  '  (Klaus  Maria 
Brandauer)  and  his  voluptuous  sidekick 
(Babas  Carrera)  from  Wong  over  the 
world.  Directed  by  Irvin  Kershner  (I) 
(84193930) 

4A0  THE  WRONG  TROUSERS  Nick  Park's 
Oscar-winning  animated  feature  starring 
WtiSace  and  Gromit  (i)  (I)  (33Q  . 

4.30  THEWORLD  OF  PETER  RABBIT  AND 
FTCBID8  (T)  (7121S10) 

4.55  FINAL  SCORE  (8392336) 

5.15  NEWS  0)  and  weather  (5783997)  . 

&25  REGIONAL  NEWS (6820610) 

530  TOM  AND  JERRVfr)  (854065)  .  ' 

5J35  NEIGHBOURS  (r)  (T)  (147626)  , .  f. 

,  (LOO  FILM:  Free  WBly  (1993)  starring  Jason 
James  Richter,  Lori  Petty  and  Michael 
Madsen.  A  youngster  befriends  a  captive 
killer  whale  and  embarks  an  a  race- 
against  time  to  release  the  uriteppy 
creature  back  Into  the  ocean.  Directed  by 
Simon  Wincer  fl)  (24159355) 

7.50  EASTENDERS  Joe  finds  ft  hard  to  cope 
with  realty,  Pauline  face s  up  to  some 
home  truths  and  Grant  receives  unwel¬ 
come  advice  bom  ReggyfT)  (655201)  . 
&20 2POWT4  CHILDREN  CHRISTMAS  The 
Porter  family  spend  Christmas  as 
stowaways  on  a  luxury  cruise  Sner.  Last  in 
series  (T)  (828607)  • 

9l00  ■■  ONE  FOOT  IN  THE  GRAVE 
MB  CHRISTMAS  SPECIAL 
Victor  has  a  spooky  encounter  wfth  forces 
seemingly  not  of  this  world  (T)  (9775) 
IOlOO  NEWS  (T)  and  weather 
10.15  FILM:  Sommarafay  (1993)  Romantic 
drama  based  on  the  classic  French  film 
The  Return  of  Martin  Guerre.  American 
Civil  War  veteran  Richard  Gere  returns  to 
his  Tennessee  hometown  and  put-upon 
wife  Jodie  Foster,  but  doubts  soon  begin 
to  grow  about  his  true  identity.  Directed 
by  Job  Amid  fQ  (T35572) 

12.05  am  FILM:  The  Graduate  (1967)  Oscar- 
winning  comedy  starring  Dustin  Hoffman 
as  a  ndvre  college  graduate  seduced  by  a 
married  older  woman,  Anne  Bancroft. 
Directed  by  f*@ce  I'fichots  (834350) 

1  AS  CLIVE  ANDERSON  ALL  TALK  «  (T) 
(8802060) 

2J20  WEATHER  (1747337) _ - 

VMmPIuh-  and  Uw  Video  WuaCodae 
The  numbers  next  to  each  TV  programme 
Sufing  era  Video  PluaCode-  numbers.  whteh 


&55  am  FILM:.  Breakfest,  for  Two  (1937, 

.  .  tVw)  Crazy  comedy  about  a  Texan 
heiress  starring  Barbara  Stanwyck. 
Directed  by  Alfred  SanteJI  (7917775) 

BjOO  BARBARA  STANWYCK:  Fire  and 
Desire  Safly  Field  presents  a  tribute  to 
-  .  .  the  star  nf  the  silver  screen  (r)  (3228336) 
8.50  FILM:  CatUe  Quean  of  Montana  (1954) 
starring  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Ronald 
Reagan.  Western  in  which  Stanwyck 
'  plays  a  rancher  batting  to  protect ‘her 
cattle.  Directed  by  Man  Dwan  (2133591) 
12.15  pm  FILM:  Utile  Dorrit:  Nobody’s  Fautt 
.  (1987)  staring  Derek  Jacctoi,  Alec 
Guinnees  and  Sarah  Pickering.  First  of  a 
•  two-part  adaptation  of  Charles  Dickens's 
'  satire  about  a  man  intrigued'  by  his 
mother's  young  seamstress  upon' his 
return  from  China.  Directed  by  Christine 
••  Edzard.  Part  two  can  be  seen  tomorrow 
*•  (7)  (82160220)  . 

.  1.06  CINDERELLA  Rossini's  opera  with  the 
Houston  Symphony  - Orchestra,  mnduc- 
~  .ted  by  Bruno  Cafnpanella  (36775442) 
045  CHOIR  OF  THE  YEAR  The  youth  semi¬ 
final  (5621713)  ■ 

-  425  FILM:  The  ttaltan  Job  (1969)  Classic 
comedy  caper  starring  Michael  Caine, 
Noel  Coward  aid  Benny  Hit.  Coward 
plans  an  audacious  gold  btflion  robbery 
-  :  in  feecertra  of  Turin. -Directed  by  Peter 
.  .CoIBnsoii  (T)  (90626607)  ; 

.&00  EURO  9ft  When  Football  Came  Home 
W  fD  1258621.  .  r.. 

7.00  JEREMY  CLARKSON’S  • 

MOTORWORLD  UK  Jeremy  Clarkson 
-•  asks  who  was  responsible  tor  the  demise 
oif  the  British  motor  Industry  (3881)  . 

.-  720  A  Tribute  to  Mohmamed  AmtoMchael 
:  Buerk  profiles  the  acclaimed  camera;  , 
"  man,  who  <fied  aboard  a  hijacked  akfiner 
.  in  November  (I)  (591) 
r&OOAN  AUDIBICE  WITH  CHARLES 
-DICKENS  Simon  Caflow,  reads  the 
breach-of-promise  court  scene  from  The 
Pickwick  Papers  (4/5)  (1)  (9201) 


His  sweetheart  Among  celebrity  impressions 
arc  Noel  Coward,  Maurice  Chevalier  and 
the  Queen.  Baxter  claims  to  be  the  first  to 

Say the  Quern  on  television,  a  bold  move  at 
e  time  Though  much  ' imitated  since.  But 
Baxter  neither  looks  like  her,  nor  captures 
her  voice,  and  his  sketch  about  a  Christmas 
Day  broadcast  constantly  interrupted  by  a 
fus^y  director  is  one  of  the  weaker  elements. 
Dawn  French  makes  a  guest  appearance. 

One  Foot  In  fee  Graver  Starbotmd  * 

BBC1, 9pm 

Last  year's  Christmas  offering  from  the 
Meldrews  was  one  of  the  feebler  seasonal 
efforts,  though  it  still  drew  a  huge  audience. 
The  show  is  in  better  form  this  time,  if  only 
because  most  of  it  takes  place  on  home 
ground.  The  big  mistake  is  to  lift  sitcom 
characters  out  of  their  familiar  settings. 
There  is  still  a  foreign  holiday  to  be  got  out  of 
the  way  but  this  happens  early  on,  allowing 
ample  time  to  heap  further  domestic 
mishaps  and  indignities  on  the  irascible 
Victor.  And  as  if  earthly  calamities  were  not 
enough  to  send  him  into  a  frenzy,  he  gets  a 
visit  from  the  supernatural.  As  usual  with 
David  Renwidcs  scripts  the  jokes  pile  up 
haphazardly  wife  little  attention  to  structure 
but  this  has  rarely  sunk  the  show  before. 
Rula  Lenska  joins  fee  regulars  as  the  new 
boss  of  Angus  Deayton’S  Patrick. 

Peter  Beucbky’S  The  Beast 
77V.  9pm 

In  Jam  it  was  a  shark,  in  this  new  Bendiley 
tale  it  is  a  deadly  giant  squid.  But  the  plot  is 
more  or  less  fee  same.  We  are  in  a  small 
fishing  community  in  the  state  of 
Washington.  A  young  couple  are  enjoying  a 
romantic  trip  on  their  yacht  when  feeir  craft 
is  holed  and  they  go  to  a  watery  grave.  After 
this  hectic  opening  fee  pace  slackens  but  it  is 
not  long  before  the  monster  has  strode  again, 
first  biting  its  way  through  an  anchor  chain 
and  then  accounting  for  two  young  divers.  A 
handsome  fishing  boat  captain  (William 
Peterson)  and  a  glamorous  coastguard 
(Karen  Sillas)  lead  fee  counter-attack.  Jeff 
Bteckner,  who  directs,  is  no  Spielberg  and 
The  Beast  is  no  Jam.  But  as  undemanding 
holiday  fare,  in  which  action  triumphs  over 
character,  it  slides  down  easily  enough.  The 
concluding  part  is  at  the  same  time 
tomorrow.  .  Peter  Waymark 


the  Vkfco  PtusCode  fat  tto  programme  raj. 
wfeh  to  record.  Vkteopius-*-  (*), 
and  Video  Programmer  are  trademart®  or 
Gemstar  Development  Ltd. 


Adam  Cooper  as  the  Swan  (UOpm) 

8J30  SWAN  LAKE  Matthew  Bourne  s 
acclaimed  "mate"  version  of 
Tchaftovsky’s  baflet.  The  production 
features  the  Royal  Ballet’s  Adwn  Cooper 
with  Scott  Ambler  and  Fiona  ChadMck. 
David  Lloyd  Jones  conducts  the  New 
London  Orchestra  (32775) 
1QJ30STEPTOE  AND  SON  CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL  (r)  (I)  (211355) 

11.15  GOGS  Last  in  series  (932046) 

11i5  FINE  CUT  An  insight  Wo  Robert  Crumb, 
America's  most  famous  undergrouaxl 
.  artist  (I)  £15098201) 

1.30  am  FILM:  The  Seventh  Vfcfim  (1943) 
.-stoning  Kim  Hunter  and  Tom  Conway.  A 
girl  Irfes.  to  save,  her  sister,  Jacaquefine. 
from  devO-wcrshlppers .  Directed  by  Mark 
Robson  (6981447)  .  . 

2-35  WEATHER  (8817008) 


The  Willows  in  Winter 
ITV,  2.45pm 

The  team  responsible  for  last  year's 
Christmas  animation  of  The  Wind  in  the 
Willows  presents  a  sequel,  in  similar  vein 
and  wife  the  same  distinctive  voices.  Listen 
once  more  for  Rik  Mayafl  as  Toad,  Alan 
Bennett  (Mole),  Michael  Palin  (Ret)  and 
Mkhad  Gambon  (Badger).  The  main 
difference  is  that  the  source  is  not  Kenneth 
Graham e,  who  did  not  write  a  sequel,  but 
William  Norwood's  1993  story  which 
attempted  to  capture  fee  Graharae  style. 
Purists  who  feel  that  somebody  rise’s  work 
can  never  be  as  good  as  fee  original  may 
transfer  their  disapproval  to  this  adaptation. 
Those  less  fussy  will  enjoy  a  nan-stop  stream 
of  fun  in  which  Mole  goes  missing, 
presumed  dead,  and  gets  a  memorial  service, 
while  Toad,  the  great  aviator,  parachutes  his 
way  into  a  stately  home. 

Stanley  Baxter  in  Red  Terms 
Channel  4,  BJDOpm 

The  Scottish  entertainer,  now  70.  returns  for 
a  Christmas  special  which  seamlessly  mixes 
highlights  from  his  past  shows  wife  new 
material.  As  the  tide  suggests  film  parodies 
loom  large,  including  a  spoof  disaster  movie 
called  Towering  Quake,  in -which,  as  usual, 
he  plays  every  put.  But  perhaps  his  best 
lamporaris  or  a  British  war  film  in  which  a 


CLOOasn  GMTV  (7425881) 

9.25  FILM:  Cannonball  Run  Q  (1983)  wife 
But  Reynolds,  Shiriey  MacLaine,  Dean 
Martin  and  Sammy  Davis  Jnr.  A  group  of 
eccentric  enthusiasts  embark  on  a  car 
race  across  America  for  a  mflion-doltar 
prize.  Featuring  a  cameo  appearance  by 
Frank  Sinatra.  Directed  by  Hal  Needham 
(T)  (17755341) 

11 JZO  SURVIVAL  SPECIAL  Barbara  Tyack's 
investigaliori  into  the  remarkable  habits  of 
baboons  (T)  (4812171) 

12J20pm  CARTOON  TIME  (9963626) 

1235  NEWS  (T)  and  weafeet  (01354794) 
12J5Q  FILM:  Fuiwy  Farm  (1988)  Chevy  Chase 
stars  as  a  New  Yak  sports  joumafist  who 
deckles  a  more  to  the  country  wfll  do  him 
the  world  of  good.  Directed  by  George 
Roy  Hill  (T)  (94520220) 


Feature-length  animated  fun  (2L45pm) 

245  THE  WILLOWS  IN  WINTER 

A  feature-length  sequel  to  last 
yea's  adaptation  of  The  WM  in  the 
WOO  ws  (I)  (7869256) 

4.10  HOME  AND  AWAY  (T)  (6435862) 

440  NEWS  (I)  and  weather  (4969713) 

4.50  FILM:  The  Secret  Garden  (1994)  with 
Kate  Maberty.  Lavish  adaptation  of 
Frances  Hodgson  Burnett's  classic  tale 
(T)  (84907501) 

&45  RUSS  'ABBOT  CHRISTMAS  SPECIAL 
(I)  (614510) 

7J30  MICHAEL  BARRYMORE'S  STRIKE  IT 
RICH  (I)  (317) 

8.00  THE  Bill:  HAT  TRICK  (T)  (6355) 

8.30  EMMERDALE  Viv  and  Vic  struggle  to 
keep  the  peace  (T)  (5862) 

9-00  PETER  BENCHLEVS  THE 

BEAST  First  of  a  two-part 
mini-series  about  an  underwater  creature 
terrorising  a  seaside  town.  Concluded 
tomorrow  (I)  (7201) 

1030  NEWS  (T)  and  Weather  (403859) 

1040  THE  LEE  EVANS  SHOW  The  comedian 
is  joined  by  Tony  Bennett  (411268) 

11.40  FILM:  Doorways  (1993)  with  George 
Newborn.  Anne  Le  Guemec  and 
Kurtwood  Smith.  A  woman  from  a  parallel 
universe  lands  on  Earth  and  Is 
immediately  farced  to  go  on  the  run. 
Directed  by  Peter  Werner  (251539) 
1.15am  FILM:  Curiosity  Kills  (1990)  with  Rae 
Dawn  Ghong  and  Courteney  Cox.  An  LA 
artist  stumbles  across  a  murder  plot 
foBowing  the  apparent  suicide  ol  the 
occupant  of  a  neighbouring  apartment 
Directed  by  Colin  Bucksey  (5391 14) 

230  NOT  FADE  AWAY  (6259973) 

330  FILM:  First  Love  Romantic  melodrama 
wife  William  Kat,  Susan  Dey  and  Beverly 
D'Angelo.  Directed  by  Joan  Darling 
(104379) 

535  JAMES  AND  THE  GIANT  PEACH 
(1213447) 

535  NEWS  (1211737) 


As  HTV  West  except: 

4w49pm-430  LOCAL  WEATHER  (7825713) 
1039-1040  LOCAL  WEATHER  (779404) 
1.15am  INSTANT  REPLAY  1996  (2932756) 
230  Fftoc  THEY  LIVE  (997195) 

430  SOUND  BITES  (87067242) 

4.15  Him:  THE  PICKWICK  PAPERS 
(3960447) 

530  JAMES  BOND  JNR  (1201350) 


As  HTV  West  except  No  Variations 


As  HTV  West  except  No  Variations 

As  HTV  West  except 
4y49pm-430  ANGLIA  WEATHER  (7825713) 
1039-10140  ANGLIA  WEATHER  (779404) 


Starts:  630am  PRO  STARS  (8519171) 

7.15  THE  GREATEST  TUNE  ON  EARTH 

(7022201) 

7A0  THE  BABYSITTERS  CLUB  (B507997) 

8.15  LITTLE  SHOP  (7548775) 

&40  WHERE  ON  EARTH  IS  CARMEN  SAN 
DIEGO?  (9017572) 

930  THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (23688) 

1030  BLESS  THIS  HOUSE  (80292) 

1030  Film:  THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  SEXES 
(23990152) 

1235pm  THE  PINK  PANTHER  (2935152) 
1230 SLOT  MEUVniN  (3960862) 

1235  RACING  FROM  KEUPTON  (94927978) 
3.10  CITIZEN  2000  (7298046) 

4305  PUMP  (27715) 

630  NEWYDDION  (987125) 

836  HENO  (121249) 

635  SION  A  SIAN  (370688) 

730  HR  BROC  (6201) 

830  PENBLWYDD  HAPUS  (4997) 

830  NEWYDDION  (233423) 

835  Y  PALMANT  AUR  (342268) 
SASFQncMY  LEFT  FOOT  (809084) 

11.40  Him:  OUTRAGEOUS  FORTUNE 
(641978) 


Starts:  830  Film:  A  WOMAN  OF  PARIS 

(1747201) 

930  ram:  AN  AFFAIR  TO  REMEMBER 

(57757404) 

1135 1994  SIEGFRIED  AND  ROY  SPECIAL 

(6787930) 

1230pm  BENSON  (5669220) 

1.10  WILDVISION  (65591882) 

1.15  THE  BIG  RACE  (99077591) 

330  Film:  HOMEWARD  BOUND  (2718959) 
530  CHRISTMAS  SHOWTIME  WITH 
BOYZONE  (6806862) 

630  THE  ANGELUS  (6664065) 

631  SIX-ONE  (1498862) 

6.15  TALKABOUT  CHRISTMAS  (1674930) 
635  FAIR  CITY  (1673201) 

7.15  FHnr  MY  FRIEND  JOE  (78465133) 

9.05  NEWS  AND  WEATHER  (2828846) 

935  35-A-SIDE  (8456794) 

935  Him:  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  FATHER 
(74864626) 

1230am  Film:  CASABLANCA  (4364089) 

2.10  A  PRAYER  AT  BEDTIME  (27305244) 


630am  PRO  STARS  (r)  (8519171) 

7.15  THE  GREATEST  TUNE  ON  EARTH 
(7022201) 

7,40  THE  BABYSITTERS  CLUB  (r) 

(8507997) 

8.15  LITTLE  SHOP  (r)  (7548775) 

830  WHERE  ON  EARTH  IS  CARMEN 
SANDIEGO?  (9017572) 

9.00  THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (23688) 

1030  HANGUP  WITH  MR  COOPER  (r)  (T) 
(80292) 

1030  CRYSTAL  MAZE  (r)  (T)  (22978) 

1130  BACK  TO  THE  FUTURE  (r)  (6503187) 
1135  THE  PINK  PANTHER  (9734423) 
1235pm  GOD  IN  THE  HOUSE  (3/6) 
(5843012) 

1235  RACING  From  Kempton  Park  Brough 
Scott  introduces  the  1.10;  1.40  and  235 
races  (94927978) 

3.10  FILM:  Vanya  on  42nd  Street  (1994) 
starring  Wallace  Shawn,  Julianne  Moore 
and  And fe  Gregory.  Adaptation  of 
Chekhov's  Uncle  Venya.  Directed  by 
Louis  Mate  (T)  (71964220) 

535  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (6613220) 

530 ABEL'S  ISLAND  Animated  adventure 
based  on  William  Steig’s  novel  about  a 
mouse  (r)  (510) 

630  HOLLYOAKS  (T)  (423) 

630  PAVAROTTI  RETURNS  TO 

LLANGOLLEN  The  tenor  returns  to 
Wales  forty  years  to  the  day  since  Ns  last 
appearance  there  to  perform  in  the 
Llangollen  Welsh  Festival,  where  he  is 
joined  by  his  father  Fernando  and  the 
Modena  Choir  to  perform  a  selection  ol 
classic  songs  deluding  works  by  Puccini, 
Verdi  and  Handel  (T)  (84201) 

738  NHS  LOTO:  THE  RESULTS  SHOW 


Stanley  Baxter  In  festive  mood  (Bpm) 

8.00  STANLEY  BAXTER  IN  REEL 

fflWSH  TERMS  A  seasonal  special 
wife  the  veteran  Scottish  comedian  and 
special  guest  Dawn  French  (T)  (2249) 

9.00  FILM:  1492— The  Conquest  of 
Paradise  (1992)  staring  G4rard 
Depardieu  as  Christopher  Columbus. 
Also  starring  Armand  Assante  and 
Sigourney  Weaver.  Directed  by  Ridety 
Scott  (52964442) 

1130  FILM:  Divine  Madness  (1980)  Bette 
Midler  in  concert  (706591) 

135am  FILM:  Fantastic  Planet  (1974) 
Animation  set  in  the  future  when  the 
human  race  has  destroyed  3s  civilisation. 
A  blue  super-race  has  evolved  which 
keeps  down  the  wild  human  population 
by  regular  cute.  Directed  by  Renti  LaJoux 
(9226176) 

230  FILM:  Raggedy  Rawney  (1987)  With 
Bob  Hoskins,  who  also  directs.  Story  of 
an  army  deserter  who  disguises  himself 
as  a  tortune-tetring  madwoman  In  order  to 
travel  with  the  gypsies  and  carry  on  an 
aifair  (359911) 


~  ^  ^  7 

•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 
SKY  1 _ _ 

7JXmm  Low  Conrwcbon  {49015811  730 
P ten  Your  Luck  (4921355)  7.40  Jsapady) 
(3148775}  8.10  Hotel  (5993572)  MS 
..Another  Wbrtd  (BSS9125}  MS  Tho  Oprah 
tteWMvy  Show  (7843997}  ICUtt  ftea!  TO 
■  (47B6S10)  11.10  Salty  Jaaw  ftptad 
(9338510)  12JXJ  GeraUo  (74152)  14Xlpm 
J wry  Jorw  (50572)  2J»  The  Oprah 
Winter  Show  [38959)  100  Wald  Wrestfng 
Federatton  Christmas  Mama  ffBSBl)  SM 
Star  Trek:  Tho  Next  Qenaratton  (7S26J  &00 
The  SJmpecns  (1317)  030  Tha  Srap«ra 
15837)  7 JO  The  ampstm  P35^730 
Supamiodab  (48B1J  BJO  Si^OnsgpO^ 
SJPItoti  Bridget  (23442)1  UP  SterTtec 
Tha  No4  Generation  (87713)  1ZJ0  IAFO 
(1500)  12J0M  fkenV  (44422)  1 JO  « 
fcfer  Long  Ray  (2644ffl 

SKY2  /  _ 

7J0pm  Star  Trek:  Deep  Spa»NJw 
11984510}  SJO  Poiee  Rpbcud 
9lM  Inspectoi  Uabrat  (1970317)  It® 
L8S8  aSX  (130B4M) 

t2J0  mil:  The  Samara  Star  (2700350) 

■■  2J0HB  Ha  Mb  Long  Play  (SD56534)  - 

SKY  NEWS _ 

WMdaate  news  cowrage,  hcJeenaon 

ttehou,  24  tours  a  dey.  seven  days 

SKY  MOVIES _  _ 

GJOM)  Spotta  at 

8J0  Tba  Smfct  fl9»3M52S3^  10« 

The  Hndsttdtar  Pro®  (tW) 

12JD  Heck’s  Way  Hare  (««j) 
lOOpra  Ceol 

^  4J0ThaDeaarlytmihlHlMP9^pg»? 
W  84)0  ingUy  MerpUn  Poarar  t*anO*** 

7  Cool 

(1093)  31473607)  940  US  TPpJg 
(463423)  WM  Ptdp  Fictton 
(3&7B4fl59)iz3Saa  BuBata Over  Broad- 
2.15  W  «- 
Tads  (1974)  (728534)  4110  Tlw 

todaaefear  Prosy  (1994)  B5723485) 

THE  MOVE  CHAHHEL  __ 

BJOen  PorcoRoaao  (10921  • 

The  Maw  M* uttnee  el  LBtta 
(isos)  (35878)  830  Grfzziy  Mem  mi 


flw  TYeaaore  of  the  Bear  (IMS)  (48510) 
10  JO  SWar  Act  8:  Back  hi  tt»  HaUt 
(1993)  (84775)  12J0  Night  erf  the 
TWfstenr  C1B06)  (33404)  2J0pm  WH» 

Honor*  (1 984)  f92S7^4J0  Aodra  (1994) 

(9340BO6S)  SJO  Slater  Act  It  Back  fa  Aa 
H>hX  pro*)  (B16400ES)  730  Tha  Marie 
Show  (7591)  8J0Jack 
.  (17881)  1000  Legends  of  the  Ml  t1®5) 
(7877907^  12.1BMI 

EnvnanuaBB  (1977)  (826466)  1J0  f 
Sobmm  Had  Known  (1995)  (582314) 
338  Enter  tha  Nbi|a  (1981)  (8671B) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 

430pm  Haunted  Honeymoon  (10s6) 
(45801171)  &S  Waigamea  (1983) 
(72004510)  7J50  Tho  Karst*  tOd  (1984) 
filB46S7q  1BJ0  Tha  HapnlHrant  Sayan 
(1960)  (88138152)  12.10am  TooMa 
(1548485)  2.10  H  Started  In 
Nm4m  (1980)  (7S2471f8-  3J04L10 

Hatarted  Honeyncan  (1088)  (7BB53758) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 


fiJOsm  Muppet  Bdtjea 

Skig  Me  a  Story,  ttOt  BaBe  (464388^830 

Bto  awmi  (17253*9  7.00  Enchanted 

U  P8i«»LT* IS*: 

(8608888)  SJO  Abddn  (523C830)  925 

KWI  (3060^)10-10 

Detbstig  Duck  (5914733)  1035 
(7240201)  11 JO  Quack  Attack  (8815355) 
11-25  Deck  IhB  Hate  (681 S859)  11.50  Q>ot 

Troop  P0790B4)  12-t5pm  Ate*Sn 

(3496355)  1240  Enchflrtsd  Tdoo:  Rtn» 
Pauper  (2577355)  uo 
Freaky  Friday  (25442)  3J0 
a  Goofy  Lite  CWsamw  P4472209 
Bates  (7466355)  -2S0  Moti»  hacks 
(951651 Cf  4.15  Dateitoaick 
4.40  Goof  Troop  59637^)  SJBAWon 
(710713®  SJO  Timon  and  Pumtea  (9930) 
SJO  Bore  CNBare  (9171)  6J0  NaWnq  d 
101  DaWettons  (1733)  7 JO  HoriteJ^- 
pmorwrl  (241997)  7JS  Home  hrywe- 
mtot  (220404)  7^0  Homa  jmpmwmBrt 
(823775)  6.15  Hon*  JqnpnteTitot 
(933684)  240  Home  Hriptwaraanl 
)  tus  Homo  tapwerrert 
rasi07^  9L30-10J0  Home  tmproyawrit 
(74201) 


SKYSPOHTSI 


7  jOaoi  Bocrw  Nre 
ncmebonal  wkte 


Nteite  (14881}  7  JO  L*» 
Chat  (1223048).  3J0|M 


Sports  Centra  Focttad  Preview  (98171) 
5.oo  Ltw.  Football  Speck*  (883794)  7 JO 
Live  Scottish  League  (BS195S)  ULOO  Sports 
Centra  (76S71)  10J0  Anglng  Masters 
(37084)  ".11  JO  Asian  Got  Stow  (2918S) 
ITTftam  Footbefl  Spedai  (55485)  230 
Scatei  U*«ue  (9071 B)  430-5.00  Sports 
Centre  (38621) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ 

SJOpre  Angkng  Masters  (8285133)  9J0 
Wcrid  Wndswfinp  Tour  (2S09510)  930 
World  <*  Sa*ng  (4751355)  lOJO  Trans, 
World  Sport  (B208084)  11 JO  Bobty 
Chariton's  Footttel  Scrapbook  (3431539) 
l2J0am-l  JO  Hen  ct-Rmr  Rugby  Union 
(7967911) 

SKY  SPORTS  3 _ 

12J0  Beach  Voleybail  (43230317)  iJOpm 
Footbal  Spardaf  The  Best  Goats  and 
Footbel  Bloopers  ol  1998  (12487572)  2J0 
CooUl  Pro  Figure  Skating  (11230317) 
SJO  World  Whssttng  Federation;  Supei- 
slare  {417069591  MO  Beach  VOfcvbal 
(432392011  7 JO  World  rf.  Sailing 

(41787888)  730  Wwnahonal  Oiriaj 
(302486881  -  1030  Beach  VbSaybaB 
(6B3808C7)  11 JD-12J0  Sports  Centre 
(94828201) 

EUROSPORT _ 

7J0am  Equestrianism  (73152)  830  Al 
Sports  061 52)  SJO  StoJumptng  (95645) 
iolOO  AD  Sports  (24268)  11 JO  AN  Sports 
E397K  1130  Olympic  .  Games  (24607). 
12JO  Footbal  (44046)  IJOpm  Mptna 
asna  (20020)  130  AH  Sports  (57510)  2J0 
Ml  Spore  (6M84)  TW* 

(30OOK  SJO  Strongman  (0510)  6J0  Al 
Spore  (2201)  830  Olymptc  Games  (6881) 
7 JO  Extrema  Games  (35201)  8J0  AN 
SpOttS  (51249)  9J0AI  Sports  pB442)  830 

Otyrrcic  Games  145775)  iojo  Ftottai 
04572  IIJOTnsd  (25997)  1{2JO-1230*b 
flt  Sports  (53244) 

GRANAPAPLUS 

GXOem The  Kr^non  Factor  (5444591)  flJO 
Once  Upon  a  Tima  [29011220)  6JS  Our 
Backytxd  (82500713)  7 JO  Alphabet  ao 
rrxs&ea  7.1S  On«-  upon  a  .Time 
7J0  The  Botum  at  the  Antetopn 
naHoeS)  9M  Ctedc  Coranteion  Sheet 
[1223330  830  The  KtyjAon  Factor 
(1222607)  moo  Farites  (1213959)  930 
Albion  Makr*  (573366S)  KUBGoostrey.  a 
Vnaqe  KT2607n  1030  LeawB  It  to  Charts 
(1^171)  il  JO  raw  fc*  LySa  0911710 


Horst  Buchoftz  and  Yul  Biyniwr  (Sky  Movies  Gold,  1000pm) 


12JD  CJassic  COrorramn  Street  0226423) 
1230pm  Sugical  Spirt  (5744978)  1  JO  The 
Practice  (1982201)  130Fsm*es  (5743240 
2JD-8J0  Christmas  en  Ifo  Stral 
(1327162)  5J0  Love  ter  Lytto  0337536) 
SJO  Classic  Coronation  Street  (1102046) 
SJO  Families  (1126020  7 JO  Hokfing  the 
Fen  (1338285)  7 JO  Surgical  Sfirit 

(1115510)  8J0  Sam  (8145133)  9JO 
aassfc  Corotwton  Street  P952688)  930 
Chnstmafi  to  the  Steel  (S7S744Z)  10J0- 
11  JO  Shades  of  DatVress  [81680B4] 

From  11  JOpmAJOam  Mm  and  UotwB 

GRANADA  GOOD  LIFE 

From  fljOOamiOO  TV  High  Steel 
kKAides  ccnstmer  news  end  features  and 
Your  Sara  presented  by  fkssel  Grant 
Rem  8JO-12JD  Food  and  Wkm.  In- 
dudes  radpes  and  Osastorri  Deia  Sm«h 
From  12.00-3J0pm  Health  and  Bnuty. 
Induta  Natural  Hsatti 
Ftem  3JW-6.00  Home  aid  Gtatfam- 
Indudes  The  Good  Lite  Style  Ct*Je 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4UMpat  Sography:  Jaaus,  His  lie 
(2510626)  SJO  Jenaetem  tl 276365)  BJOO 
The  Home  Front  (4749510)  7J0-8J0 

Biagiapily- Jssia,  Hi*  Ute  (6H0S713) 


THE  SCI-H  CHANNEL 

Fins,  feauies  aid  daesc  serian  every  dey 
1rem8|w^*m»toTi^»Wedri9^Bto 
1am  lam  thuraday  to  Sunday  on  satetem. 
and  bon  BaiMaa  every  day  on  cable. 

1  JOam  Tho  TwDrfrt  Zone  (621564(9  130 
Tates  or  the  Unmpected  (8897992)  2J0 
New  Attrad  Hnchcock  (37357181 2J0  Rod 
Saina'sMghlGatay  (3747553)  X00-4J0 
Friday  TO  13tri  C2735602) 

TLC/DBCOVERY _ 

QJOam  The  Old  House  (430644S)  930 
This  Old  House  (26756811 10.00  Ths  Old 
House  {8960249)  1030  This  OU  House 
(4304626)  11J0  This  Old  House  (1086317) 
11 30  TMsOld  House  (1087046)  1200  ThS 
Old  House  (4395978)  1230pm  Ths  Old 
House,  with  Steve  aid  Norm  (2686997) 
1  JO  This  Old  House,  wkh  Steve  and  Noon 
(1526775)  130  This  OW  House,  with  Stare 
and  Norm  P6852E8)  2J0  The  Old  House, 
wfah  Steve  and  Norm  (7S332ZJ)  230  Ths 
Old  House  wUh  Steve  and  Norm  (88891SZ) 
3J0  This  Old  House,  wltti  Staie  and  Norm 
{755835^  3304J0  This  CM  House,  with 
Stew  and  Nam  (8881997) 

DISCOVERY  Kins  owr  at  4J0pm. 
4JOpa  Ra*  HunTs  Hsmng  Adventures, 
(8870404)  4J0  Fteadshow  (887868^  5J0 


Tme  Travelers  (7530572)  SJO  Terra  X 
(9690258)  SJO  lMd  Things.-  Untamed 
Africa  (2681688)  7 JO  Ned  Step  (7540336) 
7  JO  Arthur  C  date's  World  o I  Strange 
Powore  (8877317)  8J0  Showcase:  FDR 
(1073423)  12J0  Classfc:  Wieete  (B82346B) 
iJOam  The  Extremists  (5364911)  1J0- 
2.00  Special  Forces  (7631379) 

UK  GOLD _ 

7 JOren  Jachanory  (7877S248)  SJO  FHJt 
Tennessee’s  Partner  (41932510)  9J5  Hl- 
dM-fi  (3814607)  10J5S  Tony  and  June 
(6830678)  11  JO  Some  Mothers  Do  ‘Awe 
■Em  (62063268}  12JSpm  Sheley 
(34348775)  2.10  FILM:  The  Eagle  Ha* 
Landed  £27296152)  4^40  ATI  Creeues 
Grate  and  Smal  (22557133)  630  Bread 
(88955084)  7J5  IMH  (4555442)  HAS 
Bob's  Fufl  House  (1595065)  830  Casuaty 
P579607)  10J0  Hut  St»-Om« 

(91 700501)  12JQam  The  Best  c4  Top  of  the 
Pope  (9520337)  t2J0  RLM:  BKha  SpH 
(8858659)  2J5  Shopping  at  MgN 
(15686843) 

TCC _ _ 

SJOem  Tiny  TCC  (4846775)  84SD  Bram 
(4589907)  SJO  Jim  Hanson  (5886?)  7  JO 
Thunbtena  ^3978)  BJO  Apr!  and  tha 
Sandman  (68881)  BJO  Tin  Soldier  (661521 
BJO  Art  Attack  (50404)  830  Ntee  to  Fte 
(05423)  10JO  Sated  by  the  Befl  (50828) 
11J0  VUteyHgh  (72268)  1130 Hang  Time 
(73897)  12J0  Heartbreak  High  (06046) 
UOpnt  Madsen  (09220)  130  Cybernet 
(89510)  2J0  VaJey  High  (73171)  SJO 
CaWemta  Dreams  (777 1 ^  4LOIVSJO  Saved 
by  the  Bd  (50220) 

NICKELODEON _ 

5J0am  Teenage  Mutant  Hero  Turtles 
£7442)  630  BMW  Mce  from  Mere  (80238) 
7 JO  Captain  Simian  end  TO  Space 
Monkeys  (12423)  730  Tales  from  TO 
Oryptkeeper  01930)  &D0  KfohtV  Max 
(30355)  830  Hey  Arnold  (3962®  9lOO 
Rugrats  (B56QZ)  10-00  Real  Monstera 
(71888)  1030 Doug  (18882)  11 JORocko's 
Modem  Lite  (29l5q  1130  Pete  and  Fete 
(20881)  12J0  The  Secret  World  ol  Aim 
Mack  {33442)  1230pm  Ben  and  Sttnpy 
(61713)  1J0  The  Fen^S  (11704)  130 
Stas  Cases  (60084)  2J0  Clarissa  Ex- 
plare  It  AS  (0897)  230  Doug  (4046)  3JDD 
Real  Monsters  (7404)  330  SUCkkT  Arouid 
(05fll)  4J0  Brora  the  Kid  (8626)  430 
Rugrats  (7510)  SJO  Steer  Sister  (1004) 
SJO  uomtia  (5775)  ojo-t jo  Ace  You 
Mcaid  rt  the  Dark?  (8355) 


PARAMOUNT _ 

7J0pm  DtfTrert  Strokes  (2713)  730 
Benson  (5639)  SJO  Due  South  (57422) 
SJO  Almost  Perfect  (18688)  830  TaM 
(58249)  IOLOO  Ertterafrimera  UK  (34171) 
1030  Grrta  oi  Top  (10591)  11 JO 
Menmadei  New  (11133)  1130  Mflhtstand 
©1201)  1230am  Sledge  Hammen  (42640) 
1  JO  Due  Sou*  (3871 8)  2J0  Eraerttenment 
UK  (88089)  230  Manmade  News  (78824) 
3J0  Gifts  on  Top  P5534)  SJMJOAlfnaa 
Perfect  (06176) 

BRAVO  _ * _ 

12.00  Farias/  (Gland  (2652S30)  IJOpm 
Remtegtan  Sleete  (26769781 2.00  SappNra 
and  Steel  0858404)  3J0  Fantasy  Island 
(1085888)  4J0  F4LU:  Oaronlrao 

(7556997)  BJO  ThunderbUtls  (2681442) 
7  JO  The  Champions  (1382572)  BJO 
Stanley  arte  Hutch  (1381220)  SJO  Crime 
Story  (1311054)  10JO-12JO  HUE  The 
House  ot  Seven  Corpus  (1084859) 

UK  LIVING _ 

6J0am  Nlroy  P90BS39)  7 JO  The  Agony 
Bronence  (1535064)  730  The  Yoimg  and 
the  Restless  (3907862)  830  Food  and 
Drink  Chrctmas  Ore  (1883688)  835 
Turnabout  (8198794)  93S  Tnwal  Puraufl 
[850B238)  ItLOO  Ertettatomenl  Now! 
(SI 672401 10J5  Tha  Jarty  Springer  Stow 
06511711  11  JO  The  Voung  and  the 
Rectos*  (12B68S2)  11JB  BrarAstee 
(22980987)  123Spm  Cal  TO  Doctor 
(40784268)  1230  GabneUe  (238831 7)  130 
RotondH  (982893(9  *30  Tho  Agony  Experi¬ 
ence  (2B0fl^)  3J0  Charfie‘9  Angels 
(5841794)  4J0  Who's  Sorry  Noart 
(2890978)  430  TakatxM  (2057997)  5JS 
Lrgo  (45236404)  530  Lucky  Udders 
(2003442)  8JQ  i  Dream  ol  Jeemie 
patKffiS)  830  Ready.  Steady.  Cook 
(1432387)  7J5  Brookstee  [4726775)  735 
Trivial  Ptisui  (43502201  830  General 
Practlae  (362097$  830  HUE  Home  0< 
AngelB  (11288030)  1030  Entoriainmart 
Itowi  (283853^  11 JO-12JO  The  Ser  Flos 
0(1511404) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

SJOem  BteektoBiera  (877?)  530  Treasure 
Hunt  (38930) 630  Catchphiase(3607)7JO 
The  Fyranw  GefW  (8539)  730 Han  m  Han 
mam  830  My  Ten  Dads  (8794)  9 JO 
Bergerac  (75846)  11J0  Bagdad  Cafe 
(642491 1130  FM  (78828)  12J0  Lou  Crate 
(50814)  IJOren  Bopnnc  (74534)  2J0 


Hart  to  Hen  (7901 1 )  3J0  Lou  Grant  (58756) 
430-5.00  The  BLSCk  Stetson  (72089) 


The  24  hour  music  channel,  (nctedes 
news,  reviews,  he  concert  footage,  inter¬ 
views  and  toe  latest  music  video  charts 


The  video  Mte  channel.  Ctasac  rtx*  arte 
pop  vldBas  and  me  t>est  new  somds 

ZEE  TV _ _ 

7 JOam  Jeagran  (74072046)  730  Ufa  Style 
East  190427713)  830  Pakistan  Buaness 
Update  (39851442)  SJO  Hi  TH  HI  Hal 
(39B427S4)  930  Your  Dntogi  Special 
(77289607)  10J0  Bhanfl  EX  Kto| 

(74080065)  11.00  Shakb  (638950301 1130 
Banegl  Aprt  Bate  (83803950)  12JO 
Dastaan  (39822930)  1230pm  Nuktad 
(77283423)  1JD  FHJfc  Raj  Kumar 
(51518442)  4J0  ZEE  Top  10  (63819510) 
SJO  ZEE  Zone  (41483882)  830  Kya  Scene 
Hal  (34324240)  6J0  Yooofe  Ae  Oo 
(34314882)  638  ZEE  and  You  (34338442) 
7 JO  Ten  Bhi  Ctiup  Men  BtV  Chup 
(51388238)  730  OnemagJc  (34334626) 
BJO  News  end  Euweas  (45083846)  830 
Andaz  (60833143)  9 JO  Jael  (63815784) 
930  Hasreton  (77270959)  10J0  Com¬ 
mander  (39830953)  1030  Chehre 

(388496071  11J0  Zse  Horror  Stow 
(63827539)  11J0-12J0  Aap  K3  Famialsh 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Cenillnunus  eartoona  from  Sam  la  8pm, 
then  TNT  Sms  as  below. 

BJOpm  The  Spy,  with  My  Face  (1968) 
(10555085)  1030  The  Kerala  KBen 
(1857)  (70303336)  12.10am  The  Spy  In 
fee  Green  He!  (1956)  (60328843)  130 
One  at  Ottr  Spies  ta  Miteng  (1065) 
(4830EG34)  aafirfiJO  The  Helkspter 
Spies  (1987)  (20468240) 

PERFORMANCE _ 

7J0pm  Dance  of  TO  Century  4  (3818862) 
BJO  Ada  (8236355)  830  On  TO  Town 
(8838704)  10J0  Hans  Christian  Andersen 
Awards  (5713355)  1130  Ana  (6353220) 
12J0-1J0  Stephane  Grappa*  (6439534) 

CARLTON  SELECT _ 

5J0pm  FI  Ufc  The  Utile  Match  Girt  7  JO 
Birds  ol  a  Feather  (4162633E)  SJO  Tho 
Upper  Hand  Christmas  Sh»  (41701268) 
830  Sharpe  (54082688)  1030  Lemy  Go 
Heme  (68305539)  llJO-IZdO  Haggard 
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Investors 


By  Caroline  Merrell 

and  Anne  Ashworth 

TENS  of  thousands  of  building 
society  account  holders  are  in  danger 
of  losing  bonuses  averaging  £1.000  if 
they  do  not  ad  soon.  Those  who  have 
allowed  their  accounts  to  fall  below 
the  all-important  £100  qualifying 
level  and  do  not  top  up  their  accounts 
by  December  31  will  lose  ouL 
Some  £16  billion  is  to  be  distribut¬ 
ed  by  the  societies  becoming  banks 

and  being  taken  over  by  banks  in  the 


wave  of  demutualisation  sweeping 
through  the  industry.  But  only 
borrowers  and  investors  who  meet 
certain  criteria  can  receive  payouts. 
A  balance  of  £100  gives  the  right  to 
vote  in  the  peril  changing  the 
society's  status. 

As  many  as  100,000  Alliance  & 
Leicester  investors  have  already  lost 
their  bonuses.  The  society  twice 
attempted  to  contact  savers  with 
small  accounts  to  inform  them  that 
they  were  entitled  to  250  free  shares, 
provided  that  they  topped  up  their 


accounts  by  October  14.  They 
missed  the  deadline. 

The  other  societies  poised  to  float 
or  be  taken  over  next  year  — 
Halifax,  Woolwich.  Bristol  &  West 
and  Northern  Rock  —  have  yet  to 
estimate  how  many  of  their  inves¬ 
tors  will  be  left  empty-handed, 
either  through  forgetfulness  or  igno¬ 
rance.  But  if  even  05  per  cent  of  the 
132  million  saving  members  at  the 
four  societies  foil  to  replenish  their 
accounts  by  New  Year’s  Eve,  then 
some  66,000  people  will  kiss  good¬ 


bye  to  average  payouts  of  £1,000,  a 
loss  of  some  £66  million. 

The  Bristol  &  West  reports  that  its 
investors  have  already  been  busy 
ensuring  their  windfalls.  In  the  past 
few  weeks,  some  17,000  have  in¬ 
creased  their  balances  to  £100 
following  reminder  tetters  sent  in 
November. 

For  those  {breed  into  making  a 
late  dash  to  replenish  their  ac¬ 
counts.  the  societies  will  be  open  as 
normal  between  Christinas  and 
new  year.  Cheques  paid  into  ac¬ 


counts  will  not  need  to  be  cleared  to 
count  towards  qualifying  for  a 
payout  but  the  societies  have  given 
warning  that  any  cheques  which 
subsequently  bounce  wfll  exclude 
people  from  die  bonanza. 

tn  order  to  qualify  for  the  shares, . 
borrowing  and  saving  members  of 
these  societies  must  nave  also  had 
£100  in  their  accounts  on  certain, 
other  dates.  For  instance,  the  nine 
million  members  of  due  Halifax 
were  first  told  of  the  proposals  for 
the  flotation  of  their  society  on 


November  25,  1994.  In.  order  to 
qualify  for  the- base  distribution  of 
shares  members  must  have  bad 
ElCXJin  tiwr  accounts  on  this  date  as 
well  as  having  £100  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  at  the  end  of  this  year  . 

The  Halifax  is  also  offering  a 
variable  share  distribution  based  on 
die  amount  they7  have  in  the 
aocount  These  stira  shares  will  be 
based  on  the  lower  of  two  balances 
between  November  25i  1994  and  die 
date  of  the  spedal  general  meeting 


which  is  expected  to  be  m  February. 


Further  Rec  bid 
likely  to  follow 
Northern  defeat 


By  Christine  Buckley  and  Eric  Reguly 


NORTHERN  ELECTRIC  has 
lost  its  indejxndence  fay  a 
narrow  margin  and  at  least 
one  more  takeover  in  the 
electricity  sector  is  thought  to 
be  in  the  pipeline. 

The  seizure  of  Northern  by 
CE  Electric  of  America  leaves 
just  two  independent  regional 
electricity  companies  —  South¬ 
ern  and  Yorkshire  —  without 
bids.  Southern  has  a  market 
value  of  about  £2  billion  and  a 
takeover  battle  could  raise  the 
price  to  E25  billion  or  more. 
Yorkshire's  market  value  is 
about  E13  billion. 

The  identify  of  the  potential 
bidder  for  Southern  or  York¬ 
shire  Is  not  known,  though 
American  utilities  are  thought 
to  be  on  theprowL 

The  takeover  of  Northern 
leaves  more  than  a  quarter  of 
the  industry  in  American 
hands.  Seeboard,  Midlands 


Electricity  and  London  Elec¬ 
tricity  are  controlled  by  US 
groups,  and  East  Midlands 
Electricity  recently  received  a 
bid  from  Dominion  Resources 
of  Virginia. 

Northern  faces  a  board- 
room  shake-up  after  CE  seized 
control  by  a  narrow  margin. 
The  US  group  mounted  a  £782 
million  bid  in  one  of  the 
fiercest  and  most  controversial 
battles  in  recent  takeover  hist¬ 
ory.  It  took  hold  of  the  com¬ 
pany  on  Christinas  Eve  with 
acceptances  of  503  per  cent 

ITto  bid  hung  in  the  balance 
until  the  last  minrte  because  of 
the  intervention  of  the  Pruden¬ 
tial.  Northern's  biggest  share¬ 
holder.  It  made  a  last-ditch 
attempt  to  secure  support  for 
the  utility's  rejection  of  the 
650p  a  share  offer  with  a 
purchase  of  more  than 
900,000  shares  in  the  market 


D 

CD 

H 

□ 

S 

0: 

No  974  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 
1  Misuse  (3-5) 

5  Look  for  (4) 

8  Asian  plant,  its  leaves,  nuts 
chewed  (5) 

9  Competitor  in  running, 
throwing  (7) 

1 1  Carton:  fight  (3) 

12  Occurring  ejght-jrarly  (9) 

13  Dedicate  (6) 

15  Sweet  (tones)  (b) 

IS  Heavy  and  drooping  (9) 

19  Rowers'  helmsman  (3) 

20  Able  to  be  read  (7) 

21  Tune-waster  [5] 

22  Anorak-wearing  bore  (4) 

23  Octopus  arm  (8) 


DOWN 

1  Drank  (7J 

2  Tree-fluid  for  rubber  |5) 

3  Empirical  guide  (4.2.5) 

4  Is  in  expectation  o!  fjb) 
fi  Poetically  mournful  (7) 

7  The  curfew  lolled  it  of  part¬ 
ing  day  (Gray)  fSj 
10  Announcement  of  decora¬ 
tions  (7.4) 

14  Sour  condiment  17) 

16  Not subjealo levy |3-$) 

17  Spinach-ealing  saikrr  16) 

18  Electricity  cable  support  (5) 

19  Severe  stomach  cramp  15) 


British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 

PRIZES;  THE  WINNER  wffl  receive  a  return  ticket  travelling 
Economy  Class  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland's  domestic  or 
international  network. 

THE  RUNNER-ilp  w&  receive  a  return  ticket  to  anywhere  on 
British  Midland's  domestic  network.  British  MM  land  otters  an 
extensive  range  of  destinations  throughout  the  UK  as  well  as 
Europe.  With  over  1,400  flrctfrts  a  week  to  15  European 
destinations  British  Midland  are  the  Airline  for  Europe. 

AS  flights  are  subfset  to  aYadabthty. 


Ptetyonr  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword,  PO  Bo*  6886,  London 
E2  8SP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  winners*  names  and  soi- 

etiofl  win  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/Address _ „ _ _ _ _ 


OLimON'TO  NO  973 

CROSS:  I  Earl  3  Codicil  8  Centaur  9  Later  10  Refit 

1  Spatula  13  Noojmmeni  J7  Laertes  19  Heron  20  Avast 

2  Romance  23  Hellene  24  Writ 

OWN:  I  Encore  2  Ring-fence  3  Christmas  tree  4  Ddta 
Cat  6  Lariat  7  Tadic  12  Utterance  14  Exhume 
5 Bleach  16  Intent  isTithe  21  Ail 


at  65(4)  ~  CE  Electric'S  offer 
price.  The  shares,  which 
amount  to  0.9  per  cent  of  die 
company,  were  sold  by  inves¬ 
tors  who  had  previously  ac¬ 
cepted  CE  Electric's  offer. 

The  Northern  boardroom 
casualties  are  likdy  to  indude 
David  Morris,  chairman,  and 
Tony  Hadfield.  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  Northern’s  directors 
could  net  up  to  £25  million  in 
share-option  profits  and  com¬ 
pensation  packages  if  they  are 
replaced.  Northern  said  after 
it  had  lost  control  that  it 
thought  it  had  won  die  argu¬ 
ment  about  value  for  the 
company,  but  it  had  been  up  to 
the  market  to  decide. 

The  crucial  twist  came  when 
the  Takeover  Panel  extended 
the  bid  period  after  ccffitrover- 
sy  over  a  discretionary  pay¬ 
ment  of  £250,000  made  to 
BZW.  Northern’s  financial  ad¬ 
visers.  The  panel  made  the 
unusual  move  to  extend  the 
deadline  because  the  discre¬ 
tionary  fee  had  not  been 
disclosed  when  die  panel 
allowed  BZW  and  Schraders, 
the  merchant  bank  and  advis¬ 
ers  to  Northern,  to  buy  the 
utility's  shares  in  the  market. 

The  purchase  of  more  than  2 
per  cent  of  the  shares  was 
crucial  to  Northern’s  defence. 
The  payment,  which  came  on 
top  of  a  £15  million  flat  fee  for 
BZW.  was  frozen  by  the  paneL 

Northern  had  scraped  past 
die  post  to  retain  its  indepen¬ 
dence  by  1pm  last  Friday  —  the 
original  bid  deadline  —  when 
CE  Electric  had  gained  accep¬ 
tances  for  only  49.77  per  cent 
of  the  shares. 

On  the  last  morning  of  the 
bid  it  repeated  its  offer  to  CE 
Electric  of  talks  at  a  “sensible 
price”.  A  spokesman  said:  “We 
didn’t  want  to  give  the  impres¬ 
sion  thar  we  just  wanted  to 
stay  in  our  turret  in 
Newcastle.” 

By  the  weekend.  CE  Electric 
said  that  late  acceptances  had 
pushed  it  to  victory  with  50.13 
percent 


KPN  to  sell  British  and 
Dutch  cable  businesses 


Body  Shop  harks  carrying  posters  from  the  National  Missing  Persons  Helpline  have  been  instrumental  in  searches 


Body  Shop’s 
people  appeal 

THOUSANDS  of  people 
whose  laved  ones  have  gone 
missing,  win  be  hoping  that 
this  year  they  wfll  be  as  lucky 
as  the  woman  whose  young 
son  returned  to  his  borne  in 
Zimpool  last  Christmas  after 
seeing  his  picture  on  the  side 
of  a  Body  Shop  lorry  (Sarah 
Cimnmgham  writes). 

During  the  past  two  years, 
the  Body  Shop  ha$  put  25 
pictures  of  massing  people, 
mainly  youngsters,  on  tire sides 
of  its  tonics.' As  a  result  etg& 
cases  have  been  resolved. 


KPN,  the  Dutch  telecommuni¬ 
cations  and  postal  group,  is  to 
trigger  the  next  round  of  con¬ 
solidation  in  the  cable  industry 
by  (sitting  its  British  cable 
interests  on  the  auction  block. 

KPN  has  hired  CS  First 
Boston,  the  investment  bank, 
to  ;sdl  the  bulk  of  its  cable 
businesses  in  Britain  and  The 
Netherlands.  TdeWest  Com¬ 
munications.  the  largest  play¬ 
er  in  the  sector,  said  that  rt  is  a 
potential  suitor. 

The  sale  marks  a  strategic 
reversal.  Only  a  year  ago, 
KPN  armed  itself  with  British 
bankers  and  financial  advis¬ 
ers  and  went  on  the  prowl  for 
British  cable  assets. 

It  bought  half  of  Telecential 


By  Eric  Reguly 

Communications,  foe  ninth 
largest  cable  operator,  for 
about  £40  million,  and  TVS 
Cable  Holdings,  the  cable  arm 
of  Flextech.  the  American- 
owned  television  program¬ 
mer,  for  more  than  £50 
million.  The  various  acquisi¬ 
tions  gave  It  access  ^to  some 
750,000  homes  in  its  franchise 
areas.  At  the  time.  Gees 
Griffioen  KPN’s  chief  finan¬ 
cial  officer,  said  “We  would 
like  to  be  a  player  that  is  a 
factor  in  the  market.” 

In  The  Netherlands,  KPN  has 
77  per  cent  of  Casema.  one  of  the 
country’s  largest  cable  com¬ 
panies.  The  cable  sale  is  the 
result  of  a  Brussels  directive 
ordering  KPN  to  separate  its 


fixed-line  phone  services  from 
its  cable  investments  in  aider 
to  stimulate  competition. 

TeleWest  controlled  by  US 
West  and  TetefOoutniuuTca- 
tions,  the  US  companies,  is  the 
most  logical  buyer.  Interna¬ 
tional  CablcTd.  foe  third  larg¬ 
est  player,  is  another  potential 
suitor.  Gary  Ames,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  US  West'S  internation¬ 
al  arm,  based  in  London,  said: 
"We  wifi  have  to  look  dosdy  at 
KPN  and  the  other  indepen¬ 
dent  cable  companies.” 

□  General  Cable  has  raised 
£77  million  through  the  sale 
and  leaseback  of  certain  fixed 
assets  of  Yorkshire  Cable. 
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All  win 
in  latest 
soccer 
listing 

By  Jason  Nissfe 


SUNDERLAND  guaranteed 
a  Merry  Christmas  for  foe 
burgeoning  quoted  football 
dub  sector  when  its  shares 
soared  to  a  25  per  cent  premi¬ 
um  to  their  flotation  price  in 
just  a  few  hours  of  trading, 
giving  the  Weantide  dub  a 
market  value  of  £60  million. 

This  is  more  than  four  times 
foe  income  predicted  for  Sun¬ 
derland  this  season  and  comes 
against  a  background  of  mar¬ 
ket  fears  that  foe  dub  could  be 
relegated  from  the  Premier¬ 
ship  after  its  54)  drubbing  by 
Manchester  United. 

Market-makers  snapped  up 
any  Sunderland  shares  in  the 
four  hours  of  Christinas  Eve 
trading,  expecting  a  flurry  of 
serious  orders  when  the 
market  reopens  tomorrow. 
The  shares  dosed  at  732*2 p, 
compared  with  a  flotation 
price  of  585p. 

The  trading  gave  a  £23.6 
mflfion  valuation  of  foe  stake 
in  Sunderland  held  by  Bob 
Murray,  its  chairman.  How¬ 
ever,  foe  widest  smile  will  be 
an  foe  .face  of  Sir  John  Hall, 
chairman  of  Sunderland's 
neighbours  Newcastle  United. 
The  Tyneside  dub  plans  to 
publish  foe  details  of  its  stock 
market  flotation  in  the  middle 
of  January,  and  it  is  now 
expected  that  the  flotation 
value  will  be  nearer  £200 
million  than  the  £150  million 
previously  expected. 

Should  foe  Newcastle  float 
go  wefl,  foe  City  expects  some 
of  the  Premiership’s  big  dubs 
to  float;  inducting  Everton. 
Aston  Villa  and  ArsenaL 

Speculation  about  Arsenal 
has  pushed  its  shares,  which 
are  traded  an  the  unregulated 
Ofex  market,  up  by  more  than 
a  third  tn  foe  past  three 
weeks.  In  January  these 
shares  stood  at  just  £800.  On 
Tuesday  they  were  priced  at 
£4,050,  valuing  the  dub  ax 
£227  mrlHon 

Southampton  will  be  the 
next  dob  to  come  to  market 
after  the  QO  million  'reverse 
takeover  of  Secure  Retirement 
It  has  rejected  offers  from  Sir 
David  Frost  the  TV  presenter, 
and  Gavyn  Dawes,  foe  Lab¬ 
our-leaning  economist  to  be¬ 
come  investors. 

Nomura  International,  the 
securities  firm,  has  started  a 
Footie  Index,  which  piked  a 
basket  of  dares,  inducting 
Manchester  United,  Qidsea 
Village  and  West  Ham  Uni¬ 
ted,  at  100  on  December  11.  It 
dosed  on  TUesday  at  1195. 
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Trade  deficit  improves 
despite  strong  pound 


By  Aiasdair  Murray 


THE  trade  deficit  with  the 
rest  of  world  declined  by  more 
than  expected  in  October, 
suggesting  that  export  perfor¬ 
mance  remains  strong  despite 
the  soaring  pound. 

The  total  deficit  fell  to  £454 
million,  compared  with  £1.05 
billion  in  September,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Office  for  National 

Statistics.  But  the  deficit  with 
nan-EU  countries  in  Novem¬ 
ber  rose  to  £639  million  from 
E418  million  in  October. 


The  value  of  exports  in¬ 
creased  from  £14  balfioo  to 
£146  billion,  boosted  by  >45 
per  cent  rise  in  export  vol¬ 
umes  to  Europe  in  October. 
But  November  exports  to  noo- 
EU  countries  showed  volume 
growth  of  just  13  per  cent  (2 
percent  in  October). 

Economists  expect  that  in 
the  medium  term  foe  rising 
pound  will  hit  British  export 
competitiveness  and  the  defi¬ 
cit  will  begin  to  widen  again. 


Rank  buys  Canadian 
Hard  Rock  interests 


By  Aiasdair  Murray 


THE  Rank  Group  completed 
foe  revitii  filiation  of  its  Hard 
Rock  Cafe  empire  this  week 
when  it  paid  $61  million  for 
foe  chain's  Canadian  opera¬ 
tions  and  licensing  rights. 

The  Canadian  branch  of  foe 
famous  rock  themed  restau¬ 
rant  chain  indudes  three 
owned  cafes  and  eight  fran¬ 
chises.  The  operations  had 
beat  owned  by  the  Bitov* 
family,  who  control  substan¬ 
tial  catering  interests. 


Rank  said  that  it  would 
renovate  and  convert  foe  sites 
to  conform  to  foe  look  and  fed 
of  the  original  Hud  Rock  Cafe 
opened  in  London  in  1971. 
Rank  now  owns  75  Hard  Rock 
Cafes,  having  paid  $410  mfl- 
tion  this  year  for  the  US 
operations  formerly  owned  by 
Peter  Morton,  one  of  the 
chain's  founders.  The  com¬ 
pany  also  bought  back  the 
rights  to  ddevup  the  chain  in 
South  Africa. 


Concern  grows  over  SFA  failings 


By  Jon  Ashworth 


THE  Securities  and  Futures 
Authority  (SFA),  the  frontline 
City  regulator,  has  admitted  to 
serious  weaknesses  in  fighting 
abuse  in  foe  financial  mar¬ 
kets.  Nearly  all  its  big  cases 
have  been  uncovered  by  firms 
internally,  or  are  the  results  of 
complaints  from  investors. 

Surprisingly  few  cases  m 
which  members  are  fined  or 
punished  are  uncovered  by  the 
SFA's  own  surveillance.  The 
SFA  concedes  that  a  “signifi¬ 
cant  element"  of  cases  are 
detected  by  firms  internally, 
but  points  out  that  members 
face  punitive  action  if  they 
attempt  to  conceal  the  details. 

Failings  were  highliglmyi  in 
the  recent  Treasury  Select 
Committee  report  on  the  col¬ 


lapse  of  Barings.  The  commit¬ 
tee  noted  “with  concern"  that 
foe  SFA  had  foiled  to  detect  a 
lack  of  internal  controls  and 
management  weaknesses  dur¬ 
ing  an  inspection  visit  in 
January  1995.  shortly  before 
Barings  collapsed. 

Growing  frustration  among 
City  firms  threatens  a  knock- 
on  effect  Members  frequently 
alert  the  SFA  to  problems  only 
to  find  themselves  “rewarded" 
with  substantial  fines  and 
public  censure. 

Morgan  Stanley,  foe  US 
investment  house,  was  fined 
£240,000  plus  costs  in  May 
1995  after  five  private  clients 
lost  E20  million.  The  5m 
notified  the  SFA  In  anodW 
case.  Salomon  Brothers  was 


ordered  to  submit  morrtWy 
reports  despite  correcting  in¬ 
ternal  accounting  problems 
that  gave  rise  to  a  $194  million 
book-keeping  loss. 

Computer  problems  at  Fi¬ 
delity  Brokerage  were  picked 
up  iter  complaints  by  inves¬ 
tors.  Subsequent  SFA  action 
threatened  to  damage  safes  at 
Fidelity  Investments,  a  sepa¬ 
rate  strand  of  foe  fund  man¬ 
agement  group.  The  SFA  was 
at  pains  to  stress  that  Fidelity 
Investments  was  not  involved. 

The  SFA  concedes  weak¬ 
nesses,  but  says  tfte-tfu$ting 
system  is  fair.  A  spokesman 
said:  "If  there  has  been  a 
serious  lack  of  control  in  a 
firm,  it  is  right  and  proper  that 
the  firm’s  failings  should  be 


recognised."  Fines worth  more 
than  £1  milium  have  been 
imposed  by  the  SFA  in  the  past 
I2njOTUhs.lt  operates  at  a  cost 
of  £23  million  a  year,  funded 
largely  through  a  levy  on 
members. 

Many  firms  privately  voice 
their  anger  at  what  is  seen  as  a 
heavy-landed  approach.  One 
broker  said:  "We  took  all  our 
problems  to  the  SFA  and  said 
'We  brought  it  to  you,  give  us 
the  recognition’.  They  did  foe 
complete  opposite." 

He  added:  "Their  job  is  to 
look  after  us,  and  hammer  us 
if  we  do  wrong.  Bin  you  begin 
to  wonder  what  agenda 
they’re  serving.  Are  they  bang 
gratuitously  tough  just  to  bol¬ 
ster  their  own  reputation?" 
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SALE 

Starts  27th  December 

Hundreds  of  genuine  Reductions  on 
Bedsteads,  Mattresses  &  Divans, 
Accessory  Furniture  &  exquisite  Linens, 
many  at  HALF  Price l 

Emm  our  Empire  Range  ChatAame 
solid  dterryumod  Lit  Bateau 
was  £2050 

.Now/1840 


5V "x 6'6" Chauais  Luxury ^ 
Double  Podeet  Divan  Set 

urn  £2325 
Now  £1625 


Gothic  styk  Bedstead  in  Hand 
Forged  bon 
was  £895 

Now/760 


For  fid!  details  of  these  and  other  Sale  Items 
contact  our  showrooms  at 

Saaatsuw 

K*,rid“ntf*774** 

•  x* (nt PataisfaU)  01730*94754 

And  So  To  Bed  Studios  at 

Batfa  01*25444554 
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